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The distribution of buds at the last **At Home," and in con- 
nection with Mrs. Northrop's article on the subject, in the Feb- 
ruary "News," was a great help to many of our teachers, and a 
plea for further articles of the same kind has been made. 

Work of this kind with children is intensely interesting to 
both children and teacher, and is unlimited in its possibilities for 
opening blind eyes to the wonderful stories Mother Nature is 
trying, year in and year out, to teach her observant children. 
Mrs. Northrop's work shows that rare combination of the scien- 
tific spirit, added to the the ability to tell what is observed in sim- 
ple terms that holds one's interest without confusion. It is what 
teachers need so much. They are quite willing to do just such 
work with their children, but they lack either the necessary scien- 
tific data, or else the ability to interpret into language which is 
comprehensible to the child. In many instances their own power 
of observance is largely at fault, due to a lack of scientific trainr 
ing in their school days. 

In connection with this effort to introduce these Nature les- 
sons into the schools, comes the announcement of the formation 
of the .Science Classes, under the direction of Mrs. Northop. 
(See "Notes and News.") 



Entered at the Post Office at New York as Second Class MaUeT. 
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February lo, 1897. 
Dear Dr. Jarrett : 

We, my Kindergarten children, and I, are very fond of the 
story of David, but we don't begin with his killing the giant, nor 
are we unduly interested in that episode. We love to hear of 
David, the faithful shepherd boy, who led his sheep through "green 
pastures" and "beside the still waters;" who, when "there came a 
lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock," thought not 
of himself but of the safety of his lambs, and pursued the wild 
beast and overcame it and delivered the lamb. Here the faith- 
fulness of David and the rescue of the lamb appeal to the children 
more strongly than the killing. 

But David was not only faithful and courageous. He was 
gentle. He sang sweet songs, and played so cunningly on the 
harp that he soothed the sick and troubled king. 

And he was obedient and returned to his sheep when his 
brothers went to war. And when he was sent with presents to 
the camp, and saw the giant Goliath defying his people, and saw 
that they were afraid, for the honor of his country he fought the 
giant and with God's help he won the victory. 

But David never would have dared to fight the giant if he 
had not been brave and faithful in caring for his sheep. His 
strength and courage came from overcoming while he was young. 

We have our sheep to care for, and our bears and lions to over- 
come right in the Kindergarten room. If, some day when the 
children are at work, you hear a little man call out: "Fve killed 
a bear!" you may know that some piece of work has been rescued 
from the bear called Discouragement, which threatened to spoil 
it. Our ears, our eyes, our lips, our hands must be kept from 
the clutches of the beast of prey. We must beg^n to grow strong 
and brave now. Perhaps we may be needed to fight for the home 
of our country some day. "He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much." That is why we tell the story of 
David and Goliath. J. M. W. 

More About Buds. 



The Science Committee were much gratified at the interest 
taken in the "buds" by the teachers who were present at the Feb- 
ruary "At Home." Indeed, the supply of twigs for distribution 
was hardly equal to the demand. Twenty or more of the "Alum- 
nae School Representatives" were present, and through their 
agency, we trust that many school-rooms have been brightened 
by a "bit of outdoors," and that many sharp little eyes are 
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watching the daily unfolding of baby leaves. Will not some of 
them tell the "News" what the children thought of their winter 
bouquets? Many teachers spoke of finding the little talk on 
"Buds" in last month's issue helpful, and asked for further sug- 
gestions, which we gladly give. 

Having discovered all that your twigs have to tell you of their 
past history, as shown by the leaf-scars, and by the ring^ left 
by the buds of former years, carefully watch the new leaves as 
they emerge from the protecting scales, and note the way in which 
they have been packed away. This is technically known as 
vernation, or praefoliation. The most common method is a sim- 
ple folding together of the two halves of the blade along the mid- 
rib, as in the Oak, Hazel, Magnolia, and the leaflets of the Horse- 
chestnut. In the Tulip tree, you will find this folding at the mid- 
rib, and, in addition, the upper half of the leaf is bent down over 
the lower. Was ever more exquisite packing than this? As the 
leaves develop, watCh how the scales of the bud become the 
stipules at the base of the fuU-g^own leaf. This is one of the 
numberless examples of Dame Nature's economy; she never 
makes new things when those she has can be modified to serve 
the purpose. A useful ethical lesson lies hidden away in the 
Tulip tree buds, too, you see. 

If you have Apple, Pear, Sycamore or Honeysuckle buds, 
you will find the halves of the blade not folded together, but 
rolled in to the midrib, or central vein of the leaf, while in the 
Cherry the blade is rolled up from one margin. You will find 
that still other leaves have been packed away like little closed fans, 
as the Maple and Currant^ and, in a way^ the Birch and Alder, too. 
Perhaps, however, the prettiest of all the modes of vernation 
is the circinate, which is found in baby ferns — these are coiled up 
from the apex downward, and look like shepherd's crooks. 

If you have very large buds, as those of the Horsechestnut, 
Hickory or Magfnolia, dissect one before it opens, that you may 
see the leaves in their winter quarters. As the new branch de- 
velops, have the children decide where growth takes place first 
— at the top, or at the base. Then, when the leaves are fully 
extended, turn their attention to the shape, the margin, the vein- 
ing, the apex and base, and lead them to classify the different 
leaves according to similarity in shape or in veining. 

If you have Alder, Hazel, Willow or Birch twigs, you will 
be likely to have some of the flower catkins, and can then study 
the flowers before the leaves develop. In the Alder, Hazel and 
Birch, the long, drooping catkins are the staminate ones, while 
the pistillate are much smaller and are erect. You can tell the 
staminate by the yellow powder (pollen) which laWs itottv \i\\^ tvw- 
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merous stamens. When that has all been shed, the work of the 
staminate catkins is over, and they dry up and fall off, while the 
pistillate continue growing until they become the fully developed 
fruit. You may know the Alder by its clusters of reddish-brown 
staminate catkins, and just above them, on the same branch, the 
three or four short pistillate ones. When the latter are mature, 
you can see what look like short crimson hairs all over them; 
these are the ends of the pistils (styles and stigmas). The stam- 
inate catkins of the Hazel are yellowish, and commonly grow 
singly, close to the stem. The pistillate are like small scaly buds, 
showing the long crimson recurred stigmas, and look very unlike 
the hazel-nuts they will become next fall. 

If you have Willow twigs, when the catkins or "pussies" de- 
velop^ you will find either little yellow stamens coming out from 
the gray "fur," or tiny green threads (styles and stigmas), show- 
ing that the catkins are pistillate. You will never find both on 
the same branch, however, as in the Alder, Birch and Hazel, nor 
on the same tree. In the Willow and Poplar, one tree will bear 
nothing but stamens, another nothing but pistils. They are like 
the people in a Quaker meeting-house — all the women on one 
side, all the men on the other. 

If your children are old enough, it will be interesting to dwell 
on the fertilization of these early flowers — how, in almost all cases, 
the pollen is scattered by the wind. Lead them to see what an 
advantage it is to a wind-fertilized plant to have its flowers in 
long, pendulous catkins, and to have them develop before the 
leaves; to notice, also, that they are dull and inconspicuous, as 
there are no insects early in the season, to be attracted by bright 
colors. 

Why cannot every class-room have a "spring note-book," in 
which the development of the buds can be noted from day to 
day ? This would lead to accuracy and to more consecutive work ; 
while it might be illustrated by drawings of the bud in its various 
stages of growth. The interest of the children can be still further 
stimulated by reading to them about ^^buds" and the spring-time. 
There are several delightful pages on this subject in John Bur- 
rough's book^ ^'A Year in the Fields." (Miss Grace Beach, a 
member of the Science Committee, made a number of copies of 
these pages, that were given to the teachers who were interested, 
at the February *'At Home.") Where could one get a more 
graphic or charming description of the spring than in Lowell's 
''Bigelow Papers/' No. six, entitled '^Sunthin' in the Pastoral 
Line" ? After watching Willow and Horsechestnut buds develop, 
what child will not appreciate this, for instance: 
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'< Then saffem swarms swing off from all the willers, 
So plump they look like yaJler caterpillars ; 
Then gray hors-ches*nuts' leetle hands unfold, 
Softer 'n a baby's be at three days old.*' 

A. R. Northrop. 



The Natural Science Committee cordially invites the Alumnae 
School Representatives and other teachers who are interested in 
extending the study of Nature in the Schools, to be present at the 
"At Home" on Friday, March 12th. There will be branches there 
for distribution — ^a larger supply and greater variety than in Feb- 
ruary — and the committee also hopes to have a number of birds' 
nests and fruits to be distributed among those teachers who can 
make use of them in their class-rooms. Alice M. Isaacs, 

Chairman. 

To Branches and Members of I. K. U* 



There has been so much discussion in reference to the right 
size and use of Kindergarten material, that it seems desirable to 
get a consensus of opinion from within our own ranks. 

Will you therefore kindly help us to an inteUigent discussion 
of the matter by answering very soon the following questions, giv- 
ing to many the results of your own observations and experience? 
A report based on these returns will be made at the St. Louis 
meeting, April 19th, 20th and 21st. Presidents and officers of 
branches are requested to circulate these papers among individ- 
ual members, or to make the questions a topic for discussion at 
regular meetings: 

1. Do you think it desirable to enlarge the ist, 2d, 3d, 4th and 
5th Gifts? Reasons. 

2. Do you use stick-laying? How? Objections, if any. 

3. Do you follow a sequence of games? Illustrate your 
method. 

4. What games do you find most valuable? Where do you 
find them? 

5. Do you use the Froebel drawing? Reasons pro and con. 

6. What do vou sew? Materials used. 

7. Do you use perforating? Reasons pro and con. 

8. Do you use the Mother Play in your Kindergarten? How? 

9. Do you use a program? How do you make it? 

10. Have you found any help from Child Study literature and 
discussions? What have you done in this direction? 

Please send your answers to any or all of these questions to 
lAicy Wheelock, 284 Dartmouth street, Boston, or to the Sec- 
retary, Sara E. Wiltse, West Roxbury, Mass. 
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The Sense of Shame in Children. 



(Read before the Child Study Meeting, Normal College, January, 1897. 



"The baby, new to earth and sky, 

What time his tender palm is pressed 
Against the circle of the breast, 
Has never thought that This is 1/ 

"But, as he grows, he gathers much, 
And learns the use of T and 'me,' 
And finds *I am not what I see, 
And other than the things I touch/ " 

These words of Tennyson's fitly describe the gradual evolution 
of the idea of self in a child's mind. The use of the personal 
pronouns does not necessarily indicate the exact time of the for- 
mation of the Ego; this has been developed before it is formulated 
in speech; but the use of the personal pronouns renders the 
idea distinct, and by the constant use of them the feeling of self is 
developed and fostered. 

The sense of shame, being some humiliation of self, cannot 
be experienced before definite ideas of self have been formed. 
In its earliest manifestations, it is difficult to distinguish between 
shame arid fear. The outward signs of shame are generally con- 
ceded to be, hanging the head, lowering the eyelids, a sudden 
blush. Darwin says: "The blush is the most human of all expres- 
sions. We can cause a laugh by tickling the skin, tears or frowns 
by a blow; but we cannot produce a blush by merely physical 
means. The mind must be impressed." Perez states that fear 
will produce external signs similar to those of shame, and sug- 
gests that shame is a sort of moral fear. 

The earliest example of shame which has come within my 
personal experience, was in a Jittle girl twenty months old. She 
had been guilty of a slight fault, and her mother had called her 
attention to it; but as it was of no consequence morally, she had 
not thought it necessary to do more. A friend of the mother's 
said : "Why I am surprised that a great girl like you should do 
such a thing." The gentleness of her tone and manner would 
seem to preclude any possibility of fear on the child's part; but 
the little one flushed, began to sob, and hid her face in her mother's 
shoulder — in fact, showed every symptom of wounded pride and 
shame. 

Darwin mentions children who blushed at the age of two and 
three years, respectively, and one case of a girl of four who 
blushed when reproved for a fault. Darwin's own son, at the 
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age of two years and five months, became extremely sensitive 
to ridicule, and was so suspicious that he often thought people 
who were laughing and talking together were laughing at him. 

With young children it is difficult to determine how far what 
we generally call shame is really a sense of humiliation, and how 
far it is a feeling of annoyance that, being found out, a pleas- 
urable act cannot be continued. Darwin one day noticed his son, 
aged two years seven and a half months, coming out of the 
dining-room with a most peculiar expression on his face; and 
it was this expression that led his father to investigate matters. 
He found that the child had been taking sugar — a privilege 
which household law denied him. His attitude of mind, Darwin 
says, might be attributed to the struggle between the delight 
of eating the forbidden sugar and the dawning of a feeling of 
remorse. 

At another time this same child was found with his little 
pinafore rolled up, and Darwin, to his surprise, was told em- 
phatically to "go away, papa." This, of course, led to an in- 
vestigation, and the little culprit's pinafore was found stained 
with tell-tale pickle-juice. 

A child will hide himself to enjoy a forbidden act. As this 
occurs with children who have never been beaten, or even pun- 
ished, it cannot be due to fear, as is the case with animals that 
hide themselves with their booty. It seems to be due to a knowl- 
edge that the forbidden fruit could be enjoyed if no one could see. 
Perez says that a child of three, on the point of doing wrong, is 
less affected by shame of wrongdoing than by the thought that 
the person present may hinder him from doing as he wishes. A 
little mite having been reproved for something, asked: "When 
are you going away?" The effect produced in this case was evi- 
dently not shame, but simply the acknowledgment of the incon- 
venience of having a witness to his performance. 

A child of two, when about to do anything forbidden, would 
entreat me not to look at her. These cases would seem to show 
that what we call shame on the part of a young child is often 
really neither that nor deceit, as some would be inclined to be- 
lieve. It seems to be a sense of fitness or convenience on the 
part of the child. If the arbiter of nursery destinies is going 
to be painfully shocked, as his august countenance has here- 
tofore indicated, by some act which, the little rebel argues, is 
really not hurtful^ as nursery ethics hold^ why, then^ it would 
be better to spare the beloved tyrant the painful sight, and in that 
way both parties will be satisfied. At the same time, that there 
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is a sense erf wrongdoing is evident from the fact that in many 
cases it is the guilty look which calls attention to the crime. 

The fact that, in little children, this sense of shame can so 
often be resolved into fear or annoyance, would seem to show that 
the emotion is really lacking at first, its place being occupied by 
a strong feeling of self-confidence or self-complacency. This 
would be indicated by the nature of the things; for when we 
remember that little children are completely at the mercy of mo- 
mentary impressions, we can readily see that any feeling of shame 
or self-distrust in a child would be so much greater than in an 
adult, that the eflfect would be consequently much more pain- 
ful; and if pain tends to retard and pleastire to develop, we must 
see that we must rather cultivate the positive emotion of pride 
than the negative emotion of shame. That is, we must rather 
cultivate pride in resisting temptation, than shame after tempta- 
tion has been succumbed to. 

Turning now to older children in whom the emotion has been 
developed, it is interesting to note the variety of causes that lead 
to a feeling of shame. It is astonishing what trifles, from a 
grown-up standard, will cause a child much pain and shame — 
a word, a smile even, will wound the delicate susceptibilities of 
a young mind so as to leave a lasting scar. 

A little English girl of seven, on coming to America, was 
much shamed by the attention called to her socks and her low- 
necked and short-sleeved frock. Her teacher, evidently pleased 
by her "cute" appearance, used to have her step over the low 
seats when visitors were present, to show oflF her fat little legs. 
The kind heart of the teacher could never have realized the pain 
she was causing her little pupil; and hers was not only physical 
shame — ^it was more complex than that. Her little companions 
had teased her because, as they thought, her mother had not had 
enough stuflF to finish her frock. She felt vaguely ashamed for 
her faniilv. 

A child of four, who would not eat crusts, went out to tea 
one day, and having no convenient mama to dispose of the ob- 
jectionable things ; she tucked all her crusts under the rim of the 
old-fashioned tea-tray on the table. What was her astonishment 
and shame, when the tray was lifted, to find a regiment of crusts 
confronting her! The laugh at her expense which ensued caused 
her a violent fit of crying. 

Two little sisters were trusted to go home alone in a street- 
car one day. On their arrival the younger was in a state of 
intense indignation. It seems that, impressed with a sense of her 
importance, she had requested the conductor to stop at Fifty- 
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seventh street. At Fifty-sixth street the car stopped for some- 
one else, and the elder, thinking they might as well take advantage 
of the stop, had hurried the younger off the car; and thereupon 
had broken fcMth the storm of indignation on the part of the 
younger — her sister had humiliated her in the eyes of the con- 
ductor, "just as if she did not know the number of her own street." 

A little boy of six was unjustly punished in school one day. 
He had to hold out his hand while the teacher struck it with a 
ruler. He said nothing— did not even cry — but when he reached 
home, he rushed into his mother's arms crying: "Mother! IVe 
been whipped at school! Do I ever have to go back?" 

Out of twenty papers written by boys between the ages of 
eight and ten, I found the following list assigned by them as 
causes of shame; that is, shame from their point of view: 

Five had slapped a smaller boy or a dog. 

One confessed that he shot a bird in the country, and "he was 
seven years old when he did it." 

Three were ashamed of taking home that bad note. (This 
evidently makes a deep impression, for one child gives the exact 
date of the sad event, and it was two years before the date of 
writing the paper — a large slice of the life of a ten-year old.) 

Three were ashamed of being put on the bad line. 

Two talked or laughed out loud in class. 

One came to school with a hole in his stocking. 

One got only one question in examination, and didn't know 
that. 

One states: "I was at my grandma's, and when I went home 
she said I should say good-bye." Qust what was shameful here 
is not clear, but the boy had evidently suffered from some pain- 
ful feeHng which he calls shame. And many children have a 
kindred feeling when called upon to perform any little ceremonial, 
or, indeed, when their own personality is brought into play.) 

(To de continued,) 



The receipt of the following books is acknowledged with 
thanks: 

From Miss Elizabeth Tracy — Four volumes, Oliver Optic's 
Boat Builder Series, "Hans Brinker," "The Fur Country," by 
Jules Verne ; " George in Camp," by Castleman, and " Lost in the 
Jungle," by Du Chaillu. From Fowler Trow — Several Rollo 
books, " Fairy Dreams," etc. Let the good work go on. 

The children who come Friday evenings are rejoicing in 
Christmas gifts of new games. Last Friday, one boy promptly 
returned the box of veteran jack straws and asked, "Haven't you 
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got a box with the buttonhooks in it?" On being told that the 
one box so equipped was out, he said, "Well, then, please give 
me a new box of sliced men." 

The boy who invariably asks for "a nice game for a fellow 
to play by himself" has "lovely times" with a big box of blocks. 
He is full of spirit and enthusiasm, but fond of solitude in the 
midst of society. 

Beds for the Littie Ones. 



In October's "News" more definite information concerning 
beds for Alumnae summer work was promised. This has been 
withheld until the present, because there were subjects of more 
immediate importance to be considered. 

It is a pleasure to think of this matter, for seven beds have 
already been given us, and a vision of dainty whiteness and per- 
fect fitness dims the memory of what was least satisfactory in last 
year's outing. How fortunate we shall feel to put each child in 
its own bed! How pleased the little ones will be! They can 
make their beds with us and learn this one of life's lessons "in a 
pretty play." 

Our first bed was given in memory of little Tom. We hope 
that one of Tom's brothers or sisters will enjoy it many summers. 

Some happy, healthy children are busy making sheets and 
pillow cases that shall furnish the bed their mother has given us. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Gates Willard, we are enabled 
to buy our beds at wholesale prices from a first-class manu- 
facturer. We can obtain a white iron bedstead with upright rods 
and brass knobs at the head and foot, woven-wire springs, a husk 
mattress, a flock pillow and a light blanket for eight dollars. 
Were the sheets, pillow-cases and white spread included, the price 
of each bed would be about ten dollars. No arrangements have 
been made and we will be glad to receive suggestions. 

We hope to have twelve beds. Perhaps some who feel that 
ten dollars exceeds their right to give will do as little Tom's 
friends have done and unite in contributing a bed. It will be 
good to thank many for the comfort and happiness that this pro- 
vision will bring. 

Communications on the subject may be sent to the Alumnae 
House or directly to Miss Louisa Bruckman, Chairman of Fresh 
Air Committee, 1022 Lexington avenue. 



From the Kindergartner's point of view, the most attractive 
hour in the Kindergarten is the one that visitors never or seldom 
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see. Most of our little people are early risers, and by eight 
o'clock begin to gather in many groups on the steps or sidewalk. 
The opening of the door is like the opening of an east window on 
a June morning. The bright faces, the ripples of laughter, the 
patter of feet, scraps of song would bring sunshine to a duller 
house than the Alumnae. A careful hanging of caps and coats. 
Five-years (quite as a matter of course) helping Three-years if 
necessary — ^then the day begins. Here are a dozen with picture 
books searching for familiar things, eager to share each discovery 
with any one who will look and listen. Thanks to good friends, 
there are books enough for all — ^but there are other attractions. 

Here is a group of little mothers giving the dolls such care 
that even their original owners would feel satisfied. Perhaps 
personal experience has made it possible for them to make one 
bed serve as a crib for five or six dolls — babies without any dis- 
agreements, but to the one looking on, it seems to be a simple 
adaptation of wishes to circumstances. Here are some who had 
wanted dolls, but are having a pleasant lunch with a tiny tea-set — 
Christmas-tree needles for tea and marbles for solid refreshment. 

There are two nervous, restless boys who cannot sit still, and 
hate mats and papers after ten minutes' effort, engineering the 
building of a modem ten-story house with the wagon-load of 
blocks that came at Christmas time. Not all of the workmen un- 
derstand the use of the plumb-line and — ^a visitor might have cov- 
ered her ears, but that crash meant. Try again and do better. 

See this flourishing grocery store, with scales, milk cans, boxes 
filled with tea, coffee, sug^, etc., sometimes real, sometimes 
imaginary. It must be a village store, judging from the number 
of patrons whose purchase of a pound of tea or bar of soap is a 
means to a social end. The grocer himself forgets business and 
lets his customers help in taking frequent accounts of stock. 

"All around the mulberry bush," sings a small circle. Trot, 
trot, trot comes the horse, his driver skilfully avoiding unsteady 
chimneys, stray dolls — and careless foot passengers. An idea 
comes to the builders — ^a stable! The driver is persuaded that his 
horse needs to be fed and watered. Now they have "loaned him 
to a lady to ride a mile away," but he is sure to come back in a 
better condition than the famous dapple grey, for there is an un- 
written, unspoken law that he is to receive gentlest treatment from 
all. Perhaps his own worth and beauty call for this, and perhaps 
the children unconsciously share the Kindergartner's tenderness 
for this masterless steed. She cannot yet think of him as "ours," 
but as belonging still to the unknown little child whose mother 
would surely not regret the gift if she could see the happiness 
it brings. 
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A call from the piano. The picture lovers put away their 
books ; the blocks are packed in their wagon ; the grocery is closed ; 
the horse put into his stable with a last loving pat; the dolls tucked 
into their bed; and here is a double ring of small people waiting 
to sing "Good-morning," for the clock points to nine. Here 
comes a lingerer. She has almost no doll of her own, and this 
one is so big and so beautiful she cannot put it down. She sings 
the "Thank you" with the rest, and perhaps it means more to her, 
because her head is bowed over the curls of the dolly she holds so 
tightly. It means more to the Kindergartner when she thinks 
of the many friends who have helped to make the whole year 
glad, and to every one we send most hearty thanks. 

M. A. Wei*i3. 

Will the readers of the "News" who know the addresses of the 
following graduates, kindly send same to the Chairman of Com- 
mittee on Statistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 248 West Seventy- 
fourth street. New York City? 

1871 — ^Adams, Charlotte P.; Beckley, Leonora E.; Brown, 
Ella; Brokaw, Mary E.; Clark, Pricilla; Cook, Grace; Coles, 
Emily; Coleman, Sarah J.; Coulman, Mary; Dickinson, Lizzie 
D. ; Dunn, Mary A. ; Duff, Margaret; Ellsworth, Lizzie H. ; Fagan, 
Kate A.; Fleming, Julia A.; Ferguson, Lucy; Garvin, Florence; 
Gilbert, Augusta H.; Gildersleeve, Mary A.; Green, Ida L.; 
Hazzard, Phoebe C; Hasting, Hattie H.; Higginbottom, Rosalie; 
Holman, Mary; Holsten, Rebecca; Keyes, Mary A.; Kline, 
Mary; Lang, Ella; Langman, Lucy M.; Lane, Eleanor R.; Lloyd, 
Ella A.; Markewitz, Louise T.; McCarthy, Mary; Monks, 
Eleanor; Murray, Lily; Neppert, Emma; O'Keefe, Florence J.; 
Overton, Annie L. ; Palmatier, Isabella D. ; Ray, Agnes J. ; Rose, 
Louise; Ryerson, Addie M.; Scudder, Hattie J.; Smith, Matilda; 
Strouse, Hannah C. (Mrs. Frankel) ; Taite, Amanda R. ; Thong^r, 
Ruth ; Todd, Florence ; Weaver, Mary L. ; White, Eliza ; Williams, 
Frances M.; Wilde, Henrietta; Wilson, Emily D.; Woodward, 
Emma J. 

1873 — Bauer, May (Mrs. Yetter); Dickey, Sarah; Fitzpatrick, 
Kate C; Mooney, Sarah; Miller, Jane L.; Park, Julia H.; Rosen- 
thal, Rachel; Sackett, Mary W.; Waring, laura; Whitlock, Mary 
G.; Wood, Lilly R. (Mrs. John Gribbell). 



The next regular Child Study Meeting will be held March 
4th, at 4 P. M., in the Library. Dr. Ernest Richards, of Ho- 
boken Academy, will talk on the subject of "Children's Faults." 
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Child Study Meeting. 



A very large audience gathered to hear Miss Sebring's paper 
on "Children's Temperaments" at the February Child Study 
Meeting. 

The essayist gave the physiological division of temperaments 
into the four classes — Sanguine, Choleric, Phlegmatic, and Mel- 
ancholic — ^but warned her audience against the use of these terms, 
inasmuch as they are not strictly defined. She preferred classify- 
ing the temperaments of those under observation according to 
the readiness which the mind reacted to stimuli and the tenacity 
with which these stimuli were retained. 

The accompanying syllabus will explain this method of classi- 
fication and be of help to those who listened to this exceedingly 
interesting lecture. 

TBMPBRAMBNT. 

I. Reactions to stimuli: 
(I.) Rapidity of response. 

1. Quick. 

(i) Varies in character. 

(2) More uniform in character. 

2. Slow. 

(i) Moderately slow. 

(2) Sluggish in physic changes and in motor re- 
sponses. 

(II.) Strength of response. 

1. Great. 

2. Small. 

II. Tenacity of impressions: 

(I.) Duration of particular response. (Hold of attention.) 

1. Short, fleeting. 

2. Prolonged. 

(II.) Conservative power — general retentiveness of im- 
pressions. 

III. Range of effective stimuli: 

(I.) Wide — Preferences shown, if any. 
(11.) Narrow — Preferences shown. 

IV. Measure of sensitiveness: 

(I.) Susceptible to delicate impressions. 

(II.) Susceptible only to coarser impressions. 
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In the Babies' Thought World. 



M., aged 3 years, was noticed to be struggling very hard in 
the attempt to button her shoe. Mother said: "I don't think you 
can do that." M. replied: "If I can button one shoe, I'm sure I 
can button the other." 

J., aged 6 years, said: "How foolish to speak of a sand-man; 
there can't be a sand-man, he'd fall to pieces. He'd have to be 
made of mud." The same child asked: "Will this head fit me 
when I grow to be a big girl?" 

Little v., aged 4, said: "Mamma, I know something that is 
just like heaven — an alligator! You know, when you go to 
heaven you never come back, and when an alligator eats you, 
you never come back ; so an alligator must be the same as heaven," 

M., aged 3, too sleepy one evening to say her prayers, begged 
to be excused and said: "I'm going right to sleep. Please kiss 
me goodnight, mamma," whereupon her five-year-old sister re- 
marked: "Well, Baby, I think if I said goodnight to anybody, I'd 
say goodnight to God." 



Boy, American, aged four years eleven months. — ^Arthur had 
picked up five pins and counted them as he handed them to his 
aunt. He brought one more, and his aunt said: "Now we have 
six. How many are five and one?" 

A strange look on Arthur's face and no answer. Then he said 
slowly: "One is the first letter, and five (hesitating)) comes after 
four." He had no conception of what was meant by that simple 
question, although a very bright boy. 

Teachers of the Sixth Grade, do not expect too much of the 
little ones in numbers at first 



A boy of eleven, after reading "The Adventures of Robin 
Hood," Howard Pyle, said: "That is the best book that I have 
ever read, and I'm not ashamed to say it I shall read it ten times 
and probably know it all by heart" 

We recommend the book to mothers and teachers. It is writ- 
ten in simple, strong English, and is far healthier and more truly 
moral in tone than some may realize. It is better for a boy than 
stories of more modem adventures. 



Mrs. M. R. Lounbery and Mrs. H. D. Meyer, '89, will pour 
tea at the next "At Home," March 12, 1897. 
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Alumnae Science Class — Seventh Term. 



The Alumnae Science Committee will organize, this spring, 
a class for the study of Botany, under the direction of Mrs. Win- 
throp. There will be two sections, one meeting on Wednesdays, 
one on Saturdays, commencing about April 8th. 

Members of the Associate Alumnae, or others, desiring to join, 
will please send their names, specifying the section they prefer, 
before March 20th, to Miss Alice M. Isaacs, Alumnae Library, 
Normal College. 

Grammar Schools Nos. 3, 5 and 7 are without representatives 
on the Committee of Alumnae School Representatives. Any lady 
who is a member of the Alumnae Association, teaching in either 
school, and who is willing to serve, is requested to send her name 
to the Chairman, J. F. Holly, 398 Second street, Brooklyn. 

With a view to increasing the circulation of the "News," and 
also to obHge our subscribers by giving them the privilege of two 
periodicals for the price of one, we have made the following 
arrangement: 

Any one desiring to subscribe to "Harper's Monthly," "Har- 
per's Bazaar," "Harper's Weekly," "Atlantic Monthly," "Art 
Amateur" or "Frank Leslie's Monthly," can, by sending us $4, 
procure any one of these for one year, and the "News" as well — 
the subscription to the "News" to begin, if a regular subscriber, 
when their present subscription expires. 

In the same way we will send "Scribner's Monthly" or "Out- 
ing" for $3 in connection with the "News." 

Two dollars will secure a year of the "News" and the "New 
York Ledger." The "Popular Science" and "North American 
Review" will be furnished with the "News" for $5, and to all 
teachers we will make a special oflFer of the "News" and the 
"North American Review" for $3. 

Any periodicals not appearing on this list can be furnished by 
us at reduced rates if subscribers will forward us the names of 
same. All communications must be addressed to the Editor, 
placing the word "Magazine" in the left hand corner of the 
envelope. 

The Professors and tutors of the College gave a reception to 
Dr. J. B. Merrill in the Library of the College, Wednesday, 
February loth. The affair was entirely informal. Refreshments 
were served during the afternoon, and Miss Merrill was made 
the recipient of some very choice flowers. Though no formal 
speeches were made, the air was full of regrets mingled with 
congratulations. 
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At the last "At Home" on February sth, the promise of the 
Science Committee to furnish buds to all teachers who desired 
them was abundantly fulfilled. The Library was full of the prom- 
ises of spring. To those who were not familiar with Nature in 
her awakening, the buds seemed marvelously advanced for the 
season. Miss Grace Beach had kindly written out papers with 
short explanations of the various species for the use of teachers. 
The buds and a meeting of school representatives brought many 
more visitors than usual, all of whom were glad to benefit by the 
thoughtfulness of the Science Committee. 

Miss Alice Wehle and Miss Jessie Rosenfeld, Class of '88, 
served tea on this occasion. H. Brandes. 



The following notice has been received by the Alumnae Asso- 
ciation. Ten copies of the Report have been ordered by the 
President, Dr. Requa: 

The Report and Proceedings of the last Congress of the New 
York State Federation of Women's Clubs, a book of 170 pages, 
with revised club list, will be ready February 20th. Orders 
solicited. Federated clubs can obtain any number of copies at 25 
cents each. Other clubs, libraries and persons pay cost price, 40 
cents. Orders sent to Miss Worthington, 11 Austin Building, 
Buffalo. Checks and post-office orders must be payable to 
Maude S. Humphry, Warsaw. Members are asked to subscribe 
for unfederated clubs and persons at cost price. Send names, and 
money and books will be properly inscribed and mailed. 

(Signed) Lily Lord Lifft. 
Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 9th. 



Alumnae House Calendar. 



Monday. — Library, 3 to 5. 

Singing Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Sewing Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Wednesday — Sewing Class, 3 :30 to 5. 

Calisthenic Class, 7 to 8. 
Boys' Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Thursday — Reading-room, 3:30 to 4:30. 

"At Home" for Mothers, 7 to 9. 
Friday — Dolls' Dressmakers, 3 to 5. 

Evening for Boys and Girls, 8 to 9. 
Saturday — Club of Boys and Girls, 7 130 to 9. 
Second Monday — ^Alumnae House Committee, 3:30. 
Kindergarten, daily, 8:30 to 12. 
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EDITORIAL. 



Dr. Richards' lecture on "Children's Faults," read before the 
Child Study meeting in March, contained many very valuable sug- 
^stions. His very brief remarks about the "Faults of Develop- 
ment" might have been elaborated, had there been time. It is, 
or should be a comfort to those in charge of children to remember 
that many faults are only symptoms of the period through which 
they are passing, and need not give one the worry and concern 
which a real defect in character would cause. 

Take for instance^ the exaggerations of imaginative childhood, 
so akin to lies, and yet, after all, only a symptom of exuberance in 
one direction which a healthy growth soon leaves behind. To 
treat these flights of fancy in early childhood as one would the 
deliberate attempts to conceal, misrepresent and falsify, of a period 
v^hen right and wrong are capable of being discerned, would be 
vastly absurd, and indicate a serious lack of the imaginative fac- 
ility on the educator's part. 

The curtness, roughness, and awkward instability of the grow- 
ing boy are a defect of development, marvelously trying at the 
time, but significant only if indicative of a deep-seated lack. As 
a rule, a little patience, a little tact, and a draught of that best 
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medicine, time, will smooth down the rough edges, and round off 
the sharp corners, and lo! a gentleman. 

Hardly less trying is the silly sentimentality, gushing effusive- 
ness, or, on the other hand, sometimes brooding moroseness of 
the growing girl. This disease of development shows itself in a 
myriad of forms, but it seems to be a necessity about as much as 
teething. If ever a girl needs tactful sympathy and the strong 
hand of help, it is at this time. Unwise repression is as harmful 
to her best interests as a too ready sympathy. Indeed, repression 
from those to whom she looks for sympathy throws her back upon 
herself or upon less wise counsel. Many a strong enduring friend- 
ship has grown out of this unconscious appeal of the tempestuous 
younger to the more stable, yet sympathetic, older personality. 
A little yielding, a wise reserve, a few hints, but above all, a true 
interest of the older in the younger, added to a little time, and the 
storm-tossed craft is carried safely into still waters, only later 
realizing what it has gone through. Years but increase her 
thankfulness to the strong hand that helped her. 

We must distinguish carefully and thoughtfully between these 
faults of development and developing faults. While the one need 
^ve us no great concern, beyond the interest of watching and 
guiding a bit, the others call for the deepest study as to the best 
means of thoroughly uprooting the threatening evil. We are not, 
as Dr. Richards observed, so much concerned in having for our 
children good boys and good girls as we are in having children 
who will become good men and good women. Good children 
are an anomaly and the Sunday school books are pretty nearly 
right in killing them off before the end of the chapter; they would 
probably be scamps if allowed to grow up into the second volume. 
But the healthy, happy, naughty childhood of Jo's boys and girls 
develops happy, earnest, true men and women. 






There may be nothing in a name, but that there is everything 
in personality, has been very clearly demonstrated by the numer- 
ous queries as to the new leader whom a printer's error has foisted 
upon the science class. W^e are glad to assure the anxious in- 
quirers that the "Mrs. Winthrop" who sprang into an undeserved 
and scientific prominence in the March number is a shade, a 
myth, a nobody. Mrs. Northrop will continue to lead the science 
classes, which are now organizing and which will probably begfin 
regular work about April 8th. Names should be sent to Miss 
Alice M. Isaacs, Alumnae Library, Normal College. 

• 

It was whispered at the last "At Home" that many of the grad- 
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uates who availed themselves of the privilege of securing buds, 
nests, fruits, etc., were not members of the Alumnae Association. 
We took pains to contradict this scarcely-to-be-credited rumor, 
but in case it should have a tiny foundation in fact, why not join 
the Association and be a participant in all its privileges? (Mem- 
bership, $1 a year.) 

Atx>ut 5eeds. 



Before taking up seeds, however, there is one more suggestion 
I would like to make about your twigs. When the leaves have 
ceased growing and there is nothing more to look for, have the 
children cut cross sections of the stems and notice the structure. 
Most of them will show the pith, wood and bark in varying pro- 
portions; the Sumach, for instance, having the pith very largely 
developed. The children will be interested too in the rootlets 
that twigs often develop in the water. The willows will be sure to 
do this, the rapidity with which they send out roots making 
them of value for planting on embankments to hold the shifting 
sand 

One of the advantages of studying seeds is that each child may 
have a specimen for himself, and in taking up this work have 
some large ones that can be easily dissected with the help of a 
pin, as the acorn, peanut, almond, bean, pea, or even apple and 
orange. When the seeds are very dry, they had better be soaked 
for awhile first, then the seed coats may be easily removed. There 
are usually two of these, and within is found the kernel, or baby 
plant (the embryo). In the seeds I have mentioned the kernel can 
be easily separated into two halves, and the children brought to 
notice the little stem at one end, and between the two halves a 
tiny little bud or point. The stem at the end is the radicle 
from which the root develops later, the two halves are the seed 
leaves or cotyledons, the little bud between them is the plumule 
(literally a little feather), from which the stem above ground 
develops. Lead the children to see that the baby plant (the em- 
bryo) is thus provided with all the parts that it needs, but like 
other babies, in order to grow it needs food. Being much too 
tiny to get food for itself as yet, the mother plant has provided 
enough nourishment to last until it can. This food (albumen) 
is what makes the seed leaves so thick, and the children can 
see for themselves that as the baby plant grows, the store of 
nourishment decreases and the seed leaves become thinner and 
thinner, grow up into the light, become green, and look 
much more like ordinary leaves than they did at first In the pea. 
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the cotyledons, however, are so gorged with nourishment that 
they stay under ground and never resemble leaves. 

The albumen is not always stored up in the embryo itself, how- 
ever, for if you take Morning Glory seeds and dissect them with 
care, you can take out the baby plant which is all coiled up inside, 
and has the seed leaves very thin and delicate. Mother Morning 
Glory did not put the nourishment in the embryo, but around it — 
this is the case also in com, and the potato seed. 

The food that is good for baby plants and helps them to grow 
is often good for little boys and girls too, and when they eat 
peas, beans, bom, rice, peanuts, almonds, cocoanuts, etc., they 
are really eating up the nourishment the mother plant packed 
away so carefully for the embryo. Get them to make a list of 
seeds used as food, etc. 

Most of the above can be learned from the seeds themselves, 
but after all the most interesting part is watching the tiny embryo 
grow and expand into a full-sized mature plant. Take any of the 
seeds I have mentioned or any others that are convenient, as "bird 
seed," vegetable or flower seeds, and start them in various ways. 
The first requirements are only heat and moisture; later when the 
leaves develop light is needed. Seeds grow as well in sawdust, 
sponge or raw cotton, as in the soil, if kept damp. They will also 
thrive on damp blotting paper when covered with an inverted 
glass, or they can be put on netting stretched over a jar or glass 
of water. The netting will need to touch the water until the roots 
develop, when they will suffice to take up moisture for the plant. 
The best plan is to try two or three kinds of seeds and start them 
in different ways — so that there will be room for comparison. 

The first sign of awakening will be the splitting of the seed 
coats, then the radicle will elongate, pushing up the seed leaves at 
one end, and growing downward with the other, soon developing a 
root at the lower end. One of the most interesting experiments 
to be made with seeds is putting them in various positions, or in- 
terposing some obstacle and then watching how the root end (de- 
scending axis) will infallibly grow downward, turn away from the 
light, while the plumule will as unerringly grow upward and seek 
the light, even when they have to curve quite round the seed to 
accomplish it. As the root develops you will find growing on it 
foot-hairs, these absorb the moisture and may be likened to so 
many little mouths, that drink in the water, thus nourishing 
the parts above. While the root is busily pushing its way 
downward into the darkness and the soil, the cotyledons arc up 
in the light, and the plumule develops between them, soon de- 
▼doping and expanding into the first pair of real leaves. 
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Now having roots in the soil, and green leaves in the sunlight, 
the plant is old enough to make its own food, and it keeps on 
growing and growing, sending out more leaves and more stems 
and more roots, and by and by it will be big enough and old 
enough to have flowers, and then after the flowers will come fruit 
and seed — ^food will be stored away for the baby plants, and the 
circle of growth will be complete. 

Though you may not be able to keep the plants until they 
blossom, there will be much to do in watching the changes from 
day to day, and in making accurate notes of them, drawings, too, 
if that be possible, in a class note-book or in individual books. If 
the stem be marked with ink the growth can be measured by 
inches. The knowledge of Nature obtained by watching buds and 
seeds is most important, but the intellectual training in making 
accurate observations and drawing comparisons must never be 
tost sight of. 

A. R. Northrop. 



The Natural Science Committee cordially invites all teachers 
who are interested in teaching elementary science in the schook 
to be present at the "At Home" on Friday, April 9th. There 
will be aquarium jars — ^to be had at cost price — ^aquarium material, 
plants for the class-rooms, and, for seventh grade teachers, 
small collections of insects. Will all who desire aquarium 
material bring with them wide-mouthed jars, or small cans in 
which to take it home? 

Aucs M. Isaacs, 
Chairman, 

Child Study. 



The Second Annual Conference of the Mothers, Teachers, 
Sunday School Workers, and others interested in work for child- 
ren was held recently in Albany, under the direction of the Kinder- 
garten Training School of Albany. Among others, the Hon. 
Chas. R. Skinner, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
and Dr. Jenny B. Merrill, Supervisor of Public Kindeiigartens, 
New York City, took part in the conference. 



The Congr£.ss of Mothers held recently at Washington, 
marked an era in the development of the Child Study question, 
and attracted attention over the whole United States. Mrs. Theo- 
dore Bimey, of Washington, fittingly expressed the purpose of 
tiie meetingin her words of address. ''It has seemed to us good 
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and fitting that that highest and holiest of all questions, that in- 
terest upon which rests the entire superstructure of human wel- 
fare, that element which may indeed be designated as the founda- 
tion of the entire social fabric, should now claim our attention 
and be made the subject of our earnest and reverent inquiry. I 
refer to what may be called, in a word, the chief question. * * 
* * The love of childhood is a common tie which should unite 
us in holiest purpose. * * * * Untiring, universal, indi- 
vidual effort with such organization only as may prove helpful, 
will build a bridge upon which a struggling humanity may safely 
cross into a new world, .... and the keystone of that 
bridge will be maternal love." 

Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson, of New York, President of the 
Maternal Council of Women, responded to Mrs. Bimey's ad- 
dress. We regret that it is impossible to quote at length from this 
and other addresses. The Congress lasted three days. The 
mothers were received the first day by Mrs. Cleveland at the 
White House. We have been tempted in reading the reports 
of what the mothers are doing, to wonder when there will be held 
a Congress of Fathers. 

The March ''At Home." 



The large number of visitors at the "At Home" on March 
1 2th, testified that the budding branches distributed a month pre- 
viously had already borne fruit in the widespread desire among 
teachers to avail themselves of the privilege so generously offered 
them by the Science Committee. From three until after five the 
library was crowded with teachers eager to learn about the speci- 
mens on the tables and to secure a few treasures for their classes. 

The Committee had provided an abundance of most interest- 
ing material to be distributed. Large jars of water held branches 
of budding alder, maple, willow hanging out festive tassels of 
yellow, horsechestnut looking as if it had newly varnished its 
buds for the occasion, and many others, concerning which the 
committee were ready to give information to delighted seekers 
for knowledge. There were buds for all. And in a special jar 
not to be disturbed, were labeled specimens so that none might 
lack the opportunity of identifying the buds they carried away. 
Nor was this all. A kind friend of the Association had given one 
hundred small pots of folded papier mache in which the Committee 
had planted seed, one in each pot, bean, pea, morning glory and 
acorn. Some had already sprouted and showed tender little 
leaves. Others were in the very act of venturing above ground. 
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Visitors were at liberty to take pots also for their class room work. 
There were even more gifts than these for the fortunate ones who 
came early — a large number of birds' nests, orioles', robins', and 
others whose names I deplore to have forgotten. More than one 
visitor shared mv state of mind, that of the child who sees and 
hears about too many new things at once to be able to grasp and 
retain more than a small share. When buds and pots and nests 
had been carried off by eager teachers, the generous Committee 
could not bear to see late comers leaving empty-handed, and so 
large bunches of fruit, mostly cotton and oats, made their ap- 
pearance for distribution. 

Of great interest were the various methods shown of causing 
seed to germinate. There was the ventilated box of wet shav- 
ings among which the seed had been thrown, the latter being now 
in all stages of growth. Then the seed, placed on a piece of 
gauze tied over a full glass of water, offered the advantage of 
showing the entire little plant, the root forcing its way through 
the gauze into the water. 

The Science Committee must certainly have felt that their labor 
was receiving the recognition it merited, for more than a hun- 
dred appreciative visitors carried off specimens for their classes 
and showed great zeal in acquiring knowledge as well as speci- 
mens. 

Mrs. M. R. Lounbery and Mrs. H. D. Meyer, Class of '89, 
who poured tea, spent a busy afternoon. 

Henriette Brandes. 



Special Combination Offer. 



"Harpers' Monthly" — "Harpers' Bazaar" — "Harpers' 
Weekly"— "Atlantic Monthly"— "Art Amateur"— 

"Frank Leslie's Monthly"— with "News" $4 00 

"Scribners' Monthly"— "Outing"— with "News" 3 00 

"North American Review" (to teachers) — with "News". . . 3 00 

"New York Ledger"— with "News" 2 00 

"Popular Science" — "North American Review" — with 

"News" 5 00 

Any periodicals not appearing on this list can be furnished 
by us at reduced rate? if subscribers will forward ns the names of 
same. All communications must be addressed to Editor, placing 
the word "Magazine" in the left hand comer of the envelope. 
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Alumiue House. 

{446 E, J 2d Street.) 



There was a time when Wednesday was a red-letter day in 
the Alumnee House calendar. In the afternoon the sewing class 
met tmder the direction of Miss Conant. In the evening a calis- 
thenic class for working girls was conducted by Miss Jost and 
Miss Mahoney on the first floor, while the school-room on the 
second floor was filled with boys eager to hear what Miss Lang had 
to tell them. 

We are happy to say that the sewing class has suffered no loss. 
Its three divisions occupy the three schoolrooms, and Miss 
Conant, with four able assistants, is giving a goodly number of 
girls most valuable preparation for some of life's problems. 

But the boys and g^rls of the evening classes have lost their 
teachers. These have been most popular classes, and the demand 
for admission has far exceeded the capacity of the house. We 
are very grateful to their teachers and keenly regret the circum- 
stances which compel them to give up their work on the "East 
Side." 



The Saturday Club is about to lose its leader. There was a 
feeling of satisfaction on the part of those interested in this club 
when Miss Benjamin consented to direct it. Circumstances have 
again interfered and Miss Benjamin will be glad to be relieved of 
this responsibility. She has generously promised to keep her 
position until someone oflFers to take it. Those who know how 
difficult it is for her to do this, hope that a successor will soon 
be found. 

The Saturday Club is limited by its constitution to a mem- 
bership of thirty girls and boys over twelve years old. It is a 
lively organization and needs a strong hand over it. We wish 
that some Alumna would interest her husband or brother in these 
boys and that the two would unite in this much needed work 
with these wide-awake young citizens. 



Is this the school, please, where they sell dresses for twenty- 
five cents?" 

The little maid, all tattered and torn, had bright gray eyes and 
a bright new quarter — ^the rest of the picture, even the golden hair, 
was obscured by foreign matter. 

"When dresses are worth twenty-five cents we sell them for 
that price. Would \ou like to buy a dress for yourself?" 
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'Yes, please." 

*'Then come upstairs and we will see if we have one to fit yoa. 
You are nine years oW?" 

"Yes ma'am/' 

''You don't go to school?" The dirt and matted hair told that 
part of the story. 

**What class were you in when you left school?" 

"The sLxth grade, primary." 

"Then you can't read?" 

"No ma'am, but my mother says I can go to school when I 
have a new dress." 

"Why did you leaye school?" 

"My mother was workin' and I had to mind the baby." 

"Don't you want to wash your face and hands before you try 
on your new dress?" 

There was some splashing in the bath-room while a suitable 
dress was being sought, and part of the brown mask was removed 
from the really beautiful face. A neat, strong frock, fresh from 
the hands of the clothing committee, buttons, hanger and pocket 
complete, promises to be the right size. The dilapidated coat is 
removed in sections. Surely there is need of another dress, for the 
one in service is about to slough off — unless there is a surgical 
operation — it will come off in no other way, for it is sewed on 
^•ith coarse black thread! The stitches are of long standing! 
Under these circumstances we omit the ceremony of "trying on." 
The child's face brightens as she takes the new frock. "Yes, I 
Kke it very much. Here is the money"; and the little one is 
speeding up Avenue A before a proposition for exchange of 
coats can be made. 

In the afternoon she returns for "a pair of shoes for ten cents" ; 
cloth tops and patent leather toes are preferred. The old dress 
has given place to the new. The change must have been made 
before dinner, for the front of that recently spotless garment is 
stained with porridge from the band around the neck to the hem 
on the skirt. May Palmer. 



Wanted 1 



A leader and musician for the Working Girls' Calisthenic 
Qass, that might meet on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
evening. 

A leader for the Saturday Evening Club. 

A teacher for a small class of working girls whose school op- 
portunities have been brief, and to whom instruction in reading 
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and writing will be very acceptable. This class may meet on 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday evening. 

Someone to take charge of a Magazine Club. This will be 
a department of the Alumnae House Library. The duties of the 
head of the department will be those of a librarian of magazines. 
Miss Benjamin, Chairman of the Library Committee, will give 
the benefit of her excellent system of distributing books to the 
one in charge of magazines. 



The Sense of Shame in Children. 



{Continued from March Number,) 



I examined about 400 papers written by girls between the 
ages of ten and fourteen, pupils of a public school, and the follow- 
ing is a summary of the results : 

The greatest number, 104, were ashamed of wrong acts that 
had been discovered — theft, lies, disobedience, cross words ; while 
seventeen were ashamed of wrong acts that had not been dis- 
covered. 

Thirty-eight had been made to feel ashamed by being placed 
in ridiculous positions. With more than half of these, it was a 
fall, and especially a fall in a cable-car, that called forth the emo- 
tion. 

Personal appearance (skirt or petticoat falling) was mentioned 
by twenty-five. 

Thirty-two had been ashamed of having been reprimanded 
or corrected before witnesses. 

Eighteen ashamed of their ignorance. 

Seven not money enough to pay. 

Seven, accidents caused by their carelessness. 

Five, careless mistakes. 

Four, poor lessons. 

Four of being late for school. 

Three because they had falsely accused another, through error. 

Three for, as they expressed it, "putting their foot in it." 

Three for letting out a secret. 

Three spoken to or insulted by strangers. 

Two because they had bowed to or greeted strangers, mis- 
taking them for friends. 

Two of boasting falsely. 

Two overheard censure. 

Two, breach of etiquette. 

Two, passionate outburst. 
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Two, cowardice. 

One at receiving good for evil. 

One because she was treated like a child. 

One because of a whipping. 

Curiously enough, one confesses to have been ashamed be- 
cause she had not done wrong. 

Many papers had to be discarded, because in some cases the 
children had not understood the question put to them, and in 
others they were plainly writing for effect. 

A fact worthy of notice is that, although it is probable that 
many of these children are subjected to corporal punishment at 
home, one only, out of all, looks back to a whipping as a cause for 
shame. 

These same children were asked what had soothed their 
wounded feelings. I do not regard the answers as very valu- 
able — firstly, because the children were probably too much occu- 
pied with their grief and shame to notice just how and when the 
emotion disappeared ; secondly, because I am afraid they were in- 
fluenced by their idea of what the teacher would think they ought 
to have done. But, at all events, here are some of the various 
ways in which the feeling of shame was alleviated: 

Forty-eight were soothed or calmed by apology, repentance, 
or making up for a wrong act. 

Thirty-five by kind words of sympathy. 

Thirty forgot their woe in some form of nervous excitement, 
such as a treat or surprise. 

Next in order were those who were comforted by the thought 
that they would never see the witnesses of their mishap again. 

Then those who were forgiven for wrongdoing. 

I am sorry to say that next came those who were comforted 
by the thought that there were others in the same plight as them- 
selves. 

Others philosophically remembered that it might have been 
worse. 

Others, evidently philosophers also, smoothed their ruffled 
feelings by the remembrance that they had time and opportunity 
to improve. 

A few joined in the laugh at their own expense, and forgot 
their misery in that way. 

Two or three were pacified by receiving an apology. 

One was glad to know that her act had not been discovered. 

One — and the fact is significant — felt better after getting a 
good whipping. 

Throughout the papers, and throughout the reminiscences 
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I have been able to collect, it is evident, from the length of time 
the impression has been preserved, that the effect has been lasting. 
Allowances must be made in counting up those that were cured 
forever after, because that ending is too fairy-like to be reliable; 
but the general drift of the papers would seem to show that a 
single humiliation, when deeply felt, may be sufficient to cure a 
fault. 

When we consider the practical value of the use of shame in 
education, we are startled by being confronted with the fact that 
shame is often stronger than conscience. Abbott says: ''Indeed, 
conscience, so far as its existence is manifested at all in childhood, 
seems to show itself chiefly in the for^n of simple fear of detection 
in what there is reason to suppose will lead, if discovered, to re- 
proaches or punishment." 

In nursery ethics wrong usually means delightful, noisy; right 
embodies everything that is disagreeable. A Uttle child's stand- 
ard of crime is graded by the fuss made about it. 

I happened to hear the following ccwiversation between a boy 
of six and a half and a girl of five. They were playing with some 
sand, and the boy said: "Don't look at me, Annie, I'm doing 
something very dreadful." (His crime consisted in mixing 
saliva with sand). 

"Oh! what is it, Charlie?" 

"I can't tell you. It's something very wicked." 

"Would mamma kick if she knew it?" 

We have not time here to dwell on the evolution of con- 
science; but even after a child has acquired some working notions 
of right and wrong, the fear of ridicule will sometimes lead him 
to act a whole drama of deception. To a well brought up child 
there is something appalling in the idea of a lie. When, by pres- 
sure of circumstances, he is forced into falsehood, his sense of 
sin is vivid. 

Realizing this, we can see how potent a force is the fear of 
ridicule when it will lead him to plan or persist in an untruth. 

The consequences of a laugh raised at his expense are so 
immediate and so painful, and the consequences of a lie are so far 
off, and, in his little experience, by no means inevitable. He is 
willing to mortgage his future self-respect to escape present pay- 
ment in the form of suffering from ridicule. 

It is a fact, that out of the papers just quoted, only one con- 
fesses to shame for not having done wrong; but that does not 
seem conclusive, for it follows that a child who would be so 
sensitive to shame or ridicule as to do wrong to avoid it, would 
not be apt to confess it afterwards. 
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Among adults whom I have asked for renimiscences, I found 
many who confess to having been much more impressed by the 
shame called down on them for some breach of etiquette, or from 
being placed in some ridiculous position, than by any remem- 
brance of sin committed. Many pleaded guilty to hiding faults 
to escape ridicule. 

1 have often wondered whether a child's sense of shame is 
not composed mainly of a sense of powerlessness to fight against 
it. We can well imagine the horror of being held in the power 
of superior brute force. We should feel justified in using any 
means to escape from it. 

When a child is made to feel ashamed, he suffers from some- 
what the same feeling. The person who is laughing at him, or 
holding him up to ridicule is doing so out of at least temporary 
mental superiority; and a hot-tempered child seeks refuge in any- 
thing that will get him out of his painful position, or he will at- 
tempt to conceal a fault to avoid being placed in such a position. 

Margaret Fezandie. 

(To be continued,) 



In the College — Article I. 



Owing to the establishment of free kindergartens in this city 
several years ago, there was an increased demand for properly 
trained teachers. In order to meet this need, the Board of 
Trustees of the Normal College established a post-graduate 
course in kindergartening and founded six annual scholarships 
for graduates of the College. The Training Department kinder- 
gfarten was made the field of practical work. Miss Coles, the 
able kindergartner of the Training School, has been the instructor 
since the course was founded. 

These scholarships are valued at one hundred dollars at least. 
All necessary material is supplied to the pupils free. 

The Training School kindergarten is divided into sections of 
about twenty children each. Miss Coles and a corps of four of 
those taking the course, superintend the older and more advanced 
section, while the other two are in charge of the younger section. 
A system of rotation is followed, the pupil assistants taking turns 
in observing Miss Cole's i^iethods with the older class and then 
applying the same the following week to the younger children. 

. In addition to regular kindergarten work, those taking this 
course enjoy Miss Keith's instruction in sketching, water coIcm" 
painting, and blackboard drawing in colored chalk, all bf "which 
nskf W^ll be put to practical advantage in their chosen work. 
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The privilege of claiming one of these scholarships is held out 
to the graduates of each succeeding year who feel themselves 
peculiarly fitted for the arduous task of training the tender young 
plants of the "nursery garden," preference being given to those 
of the highest class standing. If for any reason a sufficient num- 
ber do not apply for admission to the course, the vacancy is open 
to any graduate of a former year fulfilling the required conditions. 

M. E. S. Davidson, 95. 

[We hope for a brief account of the work which is being done 
in the new physiological laboratory of the College, by the Pro- 
fessor of that department, Edward S. Burgess, in the May num- 
ber of the "News."— Editor.] 



Seed Thoughts. 



Dear Fellow- Alumnce: 

Since coming to Emerson College I have wanted very much 
to send you a few of the thoughts from the philosophy taught 
here, that I myself have found useful. The following ideas, 
hastily culled from my note books, may prove suggestive: 

"The end of all true education is development of character. 
Character is quantity of being and is made up of love and wisdom. 
Success in life depends upon character; that is, upon the amount 
of love and wisdom that you possess. Every subject should be 
taught with a view to development of character and any subject 
not so taught is non -educational. 

"The final test of your character is your influence upon the 
lives of others. Do you elevate their thought and uplift their 
natures? An orator is one who can change the thinking of an 
audience; a good teacher must be an orator in the best sense. 
There is no concealing or stopping the influence of character. 
What you are will be sure to find expression ; all the shortcomings 
as well as all the excellencies of your mental and physical nature. 
Cultivate the physical, that you may freely express the spiritual. 
Without physical culture the body will not serve the soul. The 
true relation between body and soul is that of servant and master. 

"There is little or no value in mere repetition, but repetition 
under mental guidance is of great value. Think deeper each 
time you repeat any physical exercise or other lesson. 

"We grow from the center outward, from below upward. 
Growth is a continual ascent and if the mind is open to truth 
It need never cease to grow. Culture in any organism implies 
growth." 

The following notes are taken from Dr. Emerson's lecture on 
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^The Development of the Orator." You will see that they are 
capable of wide application: 

"Every human being is an orator potentially or he could not 
be moved by oratory. 

*'The first step in the development of the orator is health; 
abundant health, flowing like a fountain and needing not to be 
pumped. 

"Second — Sympathy: The great man grows great by viewing 
things as many others do. The teacher must learn the pupil's 
point of view before he can teach. We must learn to see as others 
see before we can feel as others feel. He that hedges out others 
hedges in himself.. 

"Third — Certainty: Be certain of something as a foundation, 
that from it you may see clearly some other thing. In crossing 
the stream poise on one log before going to the next. 

"Fourth — Love: The all comprehensive power. Until truth 
becomes love it is not effective, and until justice becomes love it 
is not power." 

Rachel L. Dithridge, 
Emerson College of Oratory. 
Boston, Mass. 

Notes and News. 



ALUMNiC SCIENCE CLASS — SEVENTH TERM. 

The Natural Science Committee of the Associate Alumnae 
will oiiganize a class for the study of Botany, under the guidance 
of Mrs. John I. Northop. There will be two sections, one meet- 
ing on successive Wednesdays, and one, for teachers, on Satur- 
days. The first meeting of both classes will take place at the 
Library, Normal College, Wednesday, April 7th, at 3:30 P. M. 
This meeting will be followed by field days. 

Dues for the course : $1 .50 to members of Associate Alumnae ; 
$2.00 to all other women. 

All desiring to join the Class will kindly send name, address 
and dues, and signify the section to which they wish to belong, 
on or before April 7th, to 

Miss Alice M. Isaacs, Chainnan, 

Library, Normal College, 
68th Street and Park Avenue, N. Y. City. 



For Sale — ^A high grade bicycle, new (value $100). Apply to 
Editor. 
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Mrs. Helen Sondheim and Miss Blanche Hirsch, Class of 
'90, will pour tea at the next "At Home," to be held in the Library 
of the College, Friday, April 9, '97. 



The new President of Sorosis, Mrs. Mary Dame Hall, was 
named for Mary Lyon, her mother having been a personal friend 
of the great pioneer in education. Mrs. Hall graduated from 
Mount Holyoke, and was a teacher before her marris^ to Mr. 
David Hall, who made a fortune in Honolulu, and died there. 



1874 — Bock, Clara (Mrs. Fulton); Cowell, Anna L. (Mrs. 
Eppel); Corning, Margaret; Coombe, Julie; Corey, Eliza R.; 
Dalton, Anna M. (Mrs. Atkinson); Day, Susan M.; Eckstein, 
Isabel (Mrs. Hasburger); Ennerer, Emily; Freedman, Eveline, 
Freeborn, Ella C. (Mrs. Frank Nurse); Femhead, Jo8q>hine 
(Mrs. C. W. Stoddard); Flannigan, Emma; Finley, Isabel E.; 
Hunter, Elizabeth J.; Hanna, Henrietta A.; Huelar, Julia; Hof>- 
kins, Fannie S.; Henry, Rachel; Hirsch, Rebecca; Hay, Mary; 
Jennings, Sadie M. (Mrs. Washington); Livingston, Lydia N.; 
Lawlor, Amelia M. (Mrs. Baunished); Lippman, Julia; Mayer, 
Henrietta; Morrison, Jennie A.; Mackrell, Mary J.; McLoughlin, 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Womill); Mills, Corinne; Merritt, Emarintha; 
Maguire, Kate A.; Otersen, Margaret; Parkhurst, Lizzie (Mrs. 
H. E. Hoesli); Rider, Florence A.; Roome, Jane R.; Reilly, 
Rose; Reed, Haidee; Ramsey, Annie; Sears, Marion; Wells, 
Libbie; Williamson, Adeline. 

Kindly send addresses to Chairman of Committee on Sta- 
tistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 248 W. 74th street. 



Wanted — A graduate to perfect a German lady in English 
letter writing and conversation. For further particulars address 
Mrs. A. R. Gage, No. 47 W. 49th street. 



Miss Mosenthal will give two lectures on "Parsifal,*' Wednes- 
day, April 7th, and Wednesday, April 14th, at three o'clock, at 
the residence of Mrs. Ernest Bunzl, 155 West Seventy-fifth streeL 
Proceeds for the benefit of Alumnae Free Kindergarten and 
Bloomingdale Day Nursery. Course tickets, two dollars, to be 
obtained of Mrs. Walter Dormitzer, 60 West Ninety-sixth street, 
or Mrs. Ernest Bunzl, 155 West Seventy-fifth street. 



Dr. Elizabeth Jarrett has been appointed Medical School In- 
spector in the 19th School District. The Civil Service examina- 
tions for these positions were held in January, 1897. 
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EDITORIAL. 



The "News" has sHpped into its third year of existence with- 
out, as yet, a word of comment, but that does not mean that the 
many who are interested in its welfare have not taken note of its 
growth and of the good opinion it is gaining for itself. The 
"News" has made no pretense to being a literary magazine, 
though there are those who believe that it might be developed 
into a very valuable journal on such lines, especially when one 
considers the splendid work which has been done in the field 
of literature by many of our graduates. Neither has the "News" 
aimed to be entirely an educational paper, though many of the 
original articles which have been contributed have attracted 
the attention of those eminent in educational work. 

Its aim has been simply to keep the graduates and those inter- 
ested in Alumnae work posted as to the doings of the Associa- 
tion in the many lines of work which have occupied, and are 
occupying, the best energies of the Association. It has stead- 
ily kept this aim in view, with what measure of success we leave 
it to our readers to determine. The rapidly increasing subscrip- 
tion list would seem to prove that the graduates are feeling the 
need of some such organ, by means of which they may keep in 
touch with the entire work of the Association. 

But in order to carry on this work and make the "News" still 
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more valuable, we need the support of every Alumna. Fifty 
cents a year, five cents a number, is surely not too much to ask 
of each Alumna in the way of support of this, the only paper 
which the Association publishes regularly. We need your 
subscription and your personal help in obtaining other sub- 
scriptions and advertisements. The "Combination Offer" 
published in March and April enables you, through the 
'*News," to obtain cut rates. This is becoming appreciated, and 
orders for magazines are coming in. We hope to extend the 
sphere of the **News" in many directions next year, so as to 
make it valuable to a larger number of people; but, to do this, we 
must have your support, and have it liberally. 



The Sense of Shame in Children. 



{Continued from April Number.) 



We have referred to the strength of self-complacency or self- 
assertion in young children. Sully says that it is allied to the in- 
stincts of self-preservation. This emotion is fostered by judicious 
praise and encouragement. With emotions as with muscles, 
strength comes with judicious exercise. When a child is trusted 
and encouraged, the budding feeling of self-respect is cherished, 
and with kindly and sympathetic surroundings will develop into 
self-reliance. When self-respect is in danger of degenerating 
into arrogance or vanity, it is not always necessary to humiliate 
a child by putting him to shame. This will but intensify his self- 
feeling and cause him to think about himself more than ever. It 
is often sufficient to show him his mistakes (and there are usually 
enough to work with) in an impersonal way, or better still, point 
out noble qualities which he had not suspected in those about 
him, or hold up examples of the truly great in the line in which 
he makes his little pretensions. Thus he will be led to look up, 
out and beyond, but not to think about himself. Especially with 
sulky and moody children, putting them to shame will cause them 
to retire more into themselves and lead them to think about their 
own feelings — their own unhappiness; and that kind of child, 
above all, should have no encouragement to think about himself. 

The sense of shame when cultivated to excess, is sure to 
engender hate and malevolence. Haven't we all hated that in- 
suflferable little prig of our childhood days who always managed 
to keep herself immaculately clean? Didn't we have to struggle 
sometimes with a wild and wicked desire to push her into a con- 
venient puddle? 
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Holding a child up to ridicule degrades not only him, but 
also all who witness the degradation with exultation in superi- 
ority. The children at school who are called upon to enjoy 
another's disgrace, are having their lower feelings appealed to. 
Imagine calling up a child before class and requiring the little 
comrades to point a denunciatory finger at him. Think of the 
old custom of putting a boy to shame by sending him to sit with 
the girls. Can we wonder after that at the difficulty with which 
the masculine mind grasps the idea of the equality of womankind? 
Such a process shamed not only the boy himself, but in a much 
greater degree, the innocent little maiden beside whom he was 
sent to sit, and who usually edged away as far as she could. The 
continual wounding of a delicate sensibility deadens it. This 
is especially the case with shame. Indeed, frequent repetitions 
of the emotion in its original intensity could not be other than 
detrimental to the nervous system of a child. So in the interests 
of self-preservation, ? child will soon become callous to shame. 
A little g^rl confessed that she might as well do wrong, for, as 
she was the wickedest child in the world, there was no hope for 
her, and she acted accordingly. 

Children are so often mortified, or made to feel ashamed of 
some breach in an artificial code of etiquette, that it is no wonder 
they get to regard manners as being as important as morals. The 
shame dealt out to a child is often in proportion to the amount 
of annoyance caused to those in charge of him, rather than to 
the gravity of the fault. 

Here are two little instances of what seem to me a wise wav 
of dealing with the self-emotions of two children — one was in- 
tended to check incipient vanity, and the other to render a child 
prepared for ridicule: 

"Mamma, am I pretty?" asked a little maid who had appar- 
ently had the misfortune of having her self-consciousness awak- 
ened by some foolish person. Her mother, inwardly very much 
shocked, looked at her in a calm, judicial way and said: "Yes, 
I think you are; but it isn't your fault, you know. Some people 
are bom with brown eyes like yours, others have beautiful blue 
eyes, and I have seen some lovely black eyes. By the way, how 
very pretty SalHe is getting to be! Isn't she?" 

"Sallie, mamma ! Why, I never should have called her 
pretty!" 

"Well, most people do. Perhaps it is because she is so un- 
selfish and lovable that most people consider her quite a beauty." 

This answer left the child thinking about someone else's 
beauty, not her own. At the same time she was not left to won- 
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der whether her mother had as good taste as had the person who 
had told her she was pretty. Suppose she had been met with 
"beauty is only skin deep," or that hateful reminder, "If you 
were half as good as you look," etc. 

The other example is that of a little boy, absolutely without 
ear for music. By laboring patiently with him, his mother had 
taught him the scale and one tune ; but what was her dismay, when 
visiting his school one day, to see him volunteering to sing alone. 
On reaching home, she advised him not to sing alone until he had 
first practiced with her. 

"Why not, mamma? I can sing." 

Then she explained to him that people are born different. 
Some people have very good eyes and can see very well, others 
are near-sighted, and some, unfortunately, are quite blind. Some 
people have a very good ear for music; others have none at all. 
"And you, dear, haven't very much, and that's why you must 
practice more than those that have. The boys will probably 
laugh at you when you make mistakes; that will be very foolish 
of them, for it won't be your fault. But all the same, we must 
remember to practice more than the others, so as to make the 
most of what ear you have." 

Here was a way of presenting an unpleasant truth in a kind 
way, and preparing the child for inevitable ridicule, and taking 
the sting out of it beforehand. 

Children should be led to see that what is truly shameful in an 
act, is the act itself, and not the shame consequent upon the act. 
And in judging the act, his responsibility or lack of responsibility 
for it should be taken into account. 

The sense of shame is a potent factor in education; but, like 
all potent medicines, it should be used but sparingly and reserved 
for extreme cases. When it is found necessarv to resort to it, 
it should be made specific and eflfective. There should be no 
witnesses, if possible — firstly, because a child is disheartened by 
the difficulty of regaining the good opinion of a number of 
people; and secondly, because among a number there are sure 
to be some who would mistakably show their sympathy with the 
culprit, and one glance or one smile of commiseration will give 
to the child the idea that he is not so bad after all. The force 
of the lesson will thus be destroved. 

Shame, in its lower form, creates a too servile deference to the 
opinions of others, whether or not they be qualified to judge; 
this sensitiveness can be starved out by leading the child up from 
mere physical bravery to moral courage. 

In its higher form, it is powerful only in proportion as the 
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ideal of self is high. To develop the emotion in its worthy and 
noble aspect, we must first foster and cherish self-respect, hold- 
ing up noble ideals to be aspired to, thus preventing it from 
degenerating into self-sufficiency. The process of "sitting down 
on*' a child is apt to snub, not the conceit out of him, but the 
self-reliance; and as Nature abhors a vacuum, its place is likely to 
be filled by anger or malice. If a child needs to be repressed, 
the impersonal and resistless force of circumstances may usually 
be depended upon to crush out any excess of conceit. Our 
kindly "Autocrat*' has said : 

"Talk about conceit as much as you like. It is to human 
character what salt is to the ocean ; it keeps it sweet and renders 
it endurable." Margaret Fezandie. 



The Natural Science Laboratory. 



In response to the request to say something about the Natural 
Science Laboratory, recently added to the Normal College equip- 
ment, I will give a brief description of its present use. I need 
not repeat the urgent need for laboratory work as the means 
of bringing the student to appreciate Nature and to gain actual 
knowledge of objects at first hand. An equally important func- 
tion of the laboratory, and one which must always accompany 
the other, is that of training in original work, training in doing 
one's own thinking, and constructing one's own results unaided 
by book or companion. In a word, to secure knowledge and to 
secure power are the double but inseparable objects toward which 
the laboratory is a means. Every place where this is done is in 
so far a laboratory. To the mind open to learn from the singing 
of the brook down its rocky glen, and ready to reason there from 
the little visible erosion of the present to the accumulated effect of 
the erosion of the past, that glen may become itself the best of 
laboratories, in Nature's immediate presence out of doors, and a 
summer's day so spent may be not only the height of enjoyment, 
but of mental advancement. 

And to what uses among the many forms of the study of 
Nature, is the new Natural Science Laboratory in the College 
turned? First, it forms a place of separate tables, drawers and 
shelving and lockers, for each young lady to have a certain recog- 
nized space of her own, and a definite place for the materials and 
accessories used. Each student in the fourth and fifth year 
classes has had, since the laboratories were ready with the end of 
February, one hour a week for laboratory work in place of reci- 
tation in the class-room. Twenty-four young ladies can work 
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together at a time— or, if necessary, a few more — in each of the 
two divisions of the laboratory, separated by a rolling partition. 
Three kinds of work with objects are undertaken this spring 
— mineral lessons, work with contour maps, and work with the 
microscope. In the mineral lessons each student has a fragment 
of the same mineral to test for physical properties, as hardness 
and lustre, with qualities like crystal-form, color and cleavage. 
In the work with contour maps, I am able to utilize the generous 
provision of the United States Geological Survey, by which many 
of the contour sheets which exhibit most characteristics details 
of our country are supplied, as, for example, caiion country, 
mesa table-lands, ocean sand-dunes, contrasts of mountain sys- 
tems, such as shown in the Rockies and the AUeghanies, etc. 
The object of this work is to give practice in the use of modem 
maps, so as to interpret surface forms with ease and to read the 
character of the country from the appearance of the map as if 
it were told in print. A beginning is all that can be made toward 
this end in the brief time allotted, and I may say the same of the 
use of the microscope; the aim is, first of all, that every student 
shall have an opportunity to learn how to use the instrument. I 
make no attempt to describe the gleam of the sand grains studied, 
nor the beautiful perfection of the minute shells from the ocean 
bottom; they must be seen to be appreciated. All of this work 
is but a beginning, and can be carried but a little distance with 
each student, for there are nearly four hundred who must share 
it. To many it may seem very elementary; it is, in fact, simply 
the opening of the door for the student's further progress. The 
means of progress have been much increased through the liberal- 
ity of the Trustees, in making purchase, recently, of Professor 
Edward Day's private collections of minerals, fossils and animal 
specimens, many of which were greatly needed for immediate 
use. The work of assorting and labeling these collections has 
been actively pursued for weeks, and many minerals are already 
placed on the shelves designed for them in the new Laboratory. 
It is hoped that many additions to these resources will be be- 
stowed by the friends of the College in the future. 

Edward S. Burgess. 



The "News" is able to offer a first-class wheel, the "Acme" 
(see advertisement), valued at $ioo, at a very much reduced rate. 
With this wheel and one of Mr. Dengler's much-praised cameras, 
the pleasure-seeker will be enabled to double the anticipated fun 
of the coming vacation. Visit Mr. Dengler's place and look over 
his cameras if you are intending to buy one. 
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Natural Science Committee — Petitic(h to Board of Education. 



Hon. Charles B. Hubbell, 

President, Board of Education: 

Dear Sir — The Natural Science Committee of the Associate 
Alumnae of Normal College are greatly interested in the teaching 
of science in the public schools of this city. They regard this work 
as of greatest importance, not only because of the intellectual 
training thus acquired, but also because through those lessons 
thousands of our city children get their only glimpse of the world 
of Nature. To be of any use, these lessons must be "observation 
lessons," fully illustrated. 

Many of the teachers say that they have no place in the class- 
room for the exhibition of material, and yet they feel most 
strongly that the mere presence of well-chosen specimens will 
be a source of the greatest pleasure and profits to the children. 
Hence, the Natural Science Committee most earnestly beg the 
Board of Education to put on the list of supplies small wall- 
cabinets with glass doors, that may be placed in every class-room. 
If your Board will do this, the Committee guarantee to do all in 
their power to help fill the cabinet with proper material. 

Keenly alive to the difficulties of obtaining specimens in a 
great city, the Science Committee have endeavored to aid the 
teachers in this regard. Annual wild flower shows to which the 
children of the public schools have been invited, field classes in 
botany for teachers, the collection of hundreds of specimens, 
suggest what the Committee have done within the past five 
years. 

At the February and March Alumnae "At Homes," the Com- 
mittee have sought to extend the work by the distribution among 
teachers from various sections of the city, of bunches of twigs, 
birds' nests and seeds, for study in their class-rooms. 

The eager interest manifested by the teachers induces the 
Committee to make this request for your co-operation. 

Respectfully yours, 

Alice M. Isaacs, 
Chairman, Natural Science Committee. 



The Treasurer of the Alumnae Association would be glad to 
hear from those members whose dues for the current year, end- 
ing May, 1897, are unpaid. According to the by-laws, names of 
members owing dues for two years must be dropped from the 
roll of the Association. Dues should be sent to Mrs. F. R. Doug- 
las, loi West Ninetieth street. 
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Normal College Alumnae House. 



(446 East Seventy-second Street,) 



VACATION DAYS. 

Summer is coming, with its long, warm days, when the streets 
will be alive with children, most of whom have nothing to do. If 
Satan is still on the lookout for hands to execute his mischief, 
he has an army in New York in July and August. The attend- 
ance at the vacation schools last year proved the need and the 
real desire of the little people to have something to do. How 
shall the Alumnae House lend a hand? 

Of all times for reading, vacation is the best. The Librarian 
came in last year once a week ; and many a "little mother," while 
the baby slept in her arms or its carriage, was seen reading 
quietly, instead of listlessly doing nothing. One boy read nearly 
all the histories in the Library. In school-days he could not 
spare the time. The Librarian found last summer's work very 
successful, and is looking forward to a much larger demand 
this year. Is there anyone who can promise to help her at the 
House every Monday morning, between nine and eleven, or ten 
and twelve, from the end of June to the middle of September? 
Perhaps someone can come every other week, or one month. 

The Dolls' Class was begun last summer, and on the hottest 
day of the season they sewed from nine o'clock till twelve, and 
then were sorry to go. That class might be doubled or trebled 
if there were enough to help. Is anyone who still loves dolls 
going to stay in town? 

Girls like to sew, and only those who are familiar with these 
homes know how much they need the skill. There cannot be 
too many sewing classes. Those who have had the winter work 
must have their rest. Who are to be the summer workers? 

Music makes the warm days cooler. Perhaps last year's 
Song Class can be renewed. 

Is anyone planning for weekly rambles who would like half-a- 
dozen boys for company? Big boys, or little — or girls? Is any- 
one looking for a Reading Class, a Science Class, or a class for 
anything interesting? Who is coming to help in the weekly dis- 
tribution of flowers? Who will send flowers? 

Will all who wish to help this summer, please send their names 
and addresses to the House, noting any preference in work? 
Notices will be sent to each of the date of the meeting when sum- 
mer plans will be discussed. M. A. W. 
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A MODERN FAIRY TALE. 

To the busy, practical people — our friends — from the busy, 
practical people at the Alumnae House — a fairy tale. 

Once upon a time there was a tiny room. In this room were 
two tiny beds. It was a summer room. The walls were white; 
the carpet white, with cool, green tracery like the grassy banks 
of a winding brook. The beds were green and white. The 
room was still and empty — and all so small a child could hold it 
in a single hand. 

The spring sun shone, and slowly, as the earth grew green, 
the wee room grew and grew — too large for a man's hand now. 
Wider and higher the white walls spread, and each wee bed had 
pillows and blankets, white as snow. And the room was empty 
and still. The windows open to the east showed shadowy woods 
and meadows green, and the red cows coming home. The win- 
dows open to the west showed the setting sun, and reapers stack- 
ing the golden grain; while **Little Boy Blue'* and all his friends, 
with never a thought of going to sleep and neglecting their duty 
to cows and sheep, were filling the air with laughter. 

The great round sun had set ; the robin's song was done. A 
patter of footsteps on the stairs and the room was as full of merry 
noise as the woods are with the blackbirds' chatter when their 
bedtime has come. 

An evening song — a twilight story — a little clinging of warm, 
soft hands — a last good night — and the room was still, and the 
stars shone in. 

* * iti 

Modern fairies are wise, and in order to enlarge their king- 
dom, and insure the service of busy, practical people, tell a secret 
or two sometimes. The magic room was sent to the House. 
And who can doubt its power to grow when it is told that each 
small bed had a crisp two dollars for its foot, and a crisp five for 
its head, and another folded bill between for mattress sheets and 
spread? 

Now nine are promised of the twelve white beds needed for 
the summer play, where the happiness of the little children shall 
be a living thanks to the friends who have sent such fairy wishes 
for "sweet rest and pleasant dreams." M. A. W. 



"Women know the way to rear up children; they know a 
simple, merry, tender knack of tying sashes, fitting baby-shoes. 
Although such trifles, children learn by such some of life's lessons 
in a pretty play, and get not over-early solemnized." 

If you are not quite sure of this, I wish you could have seen 
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the children in the Dolls' Sewing Class doing their work. Dear 
Httle mothers! It was only a joy to sew for those babies. The 
child of Italy caressed with wondering fondness the long flaxen 
hair of her baby, and laughed because it did not look like its 
mother. Those dolls were being dressed just as "really true 
little girls" ought to be dressed. Each was to have two sets of 
neat underclothes with dainty trimming. "I think the waists to 
button things to are the nicest things we've made," said one 
little girl as she buttoned stocking supporters to a well-made 
waist. "Why do you think so, Lena?" "Oh, because they're 
so comfortable and keep you from coming apart." Do you 
think Lena will forget this when she dresses her own children? 

Then there were the frocks — a gingham dress and a white 
dress for each. Monday afternoon is not long enough for these 
mothers to make all that they would, so they work at home. 
Many and varied are the garments that are added to the growing 
wardrobes. All are similar, in that each represents the best work 
of the child who made it. This "best work" that is rendered so 
gladly "in the pretty play" is fast becoming excellent. 

The steps between dolls' clothes, clothes for the baby brothers 
or sisters, and clothes for themselves, are short. But we will 
play a Httle longer and make all sorts of things for these dolls, 
in the hope that we may develop what old-fashioned folks call 
"gumption," and what we know to be worth more in a home than 
wealth. 

Mrs. Phillips has been obliged lo give up her Dolls' Class, to 
the keen regret of all, but she has secured a successor, and here- 
after, on Friday afternoons, Miss Mabel Stone will continue the 
work. 



Fathers' and Mothers' Congress — Memorial Hall, Brook- 
lyn — May I, 1897. 



Morning Session at 10 A. M.; Children's Literature — i. Or- 
gan prelude. 2. "Value of Home Training" — Mrs. Furman 
Bacchus. 3. "What Should Fathers and Mothers read?" — Dr. W. 
H. Maxwell. 4. "How Should Children Be Introduced to Lit- 
erature?"— Prof. Wm. A. Lawton. 5. "The Novel: What Is 
It?" — Mrs. Charles Chadwick. Fifteen minutes' discussion after 
each paper. 

Afternoon Session, 2.30: Children's Amusements — i. "Street 
Games and Home Amusements" — Father McCarty. 2. "The- 
atre-going for Children and Youths" — Miss Charlotte Morrill. 
3. "Influence of Athletic Games and Outdoor Sports." 4. 
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"Value of Work as a Pastime" — Miss Jenny B. Merrill. Fifteen 
minutes' discussion after each paper. 

Evening Session, 7:30: Government of Children — i. "How 
Can We Understand Children?" — Elizabeth Harrison. 2. "Ne- 
cessity of Authority in the House" — Rev. John C. Adams. 3. 
"Co-operation of Parents and Teachers" — Dr. Gunnison. Fif- 
teen minutes' discussion after each paper. 



Although the "At Home" on April 9th promised to be a dis- 
mal failure, an account of the steady downpour out of doors, it 
was voted a decided success on all sides. It needed no sunshine 
to make the Calisthenium cheerful. The Science Committee had 
one hundred hepatica and fifty saxifrage plants, which they had 
found in the woods and had potted for the teachers. Through the 
kindness of the Misses Bertha Furman and Florence Benjamin, 
Mrs. Gross and Mr. Louis Gillet, who contributed generous col- 
lections of insects, the Committee was enabled to distribute to the 
Seventh Grade teachers about one hundred boxes of insects, 
mounted in such a way as to be easily used in the class-room. 
Aquarium jars, fish, newts and other material were sold at cost 
price. The plants and snails, that the Committee had them- 
selves collected, were, of course, free of charge. The "Aids for 
Science Teaching," published by Heath & Co., were also to be 
had by the teachers. The Committee felt much encouraged to 
continue this work bv the interest manifested by the teachers 
present in spite of the rain. The hostesses, Mrs. Eugene Sond- 
heim and Miss Blanche Hirsch, of '90, were kept busy pouring 
tea until nearly six o'clock, despite the inclement weather. 

H. S. 



Executive Notes. 



Copy of resolutions passed by the Executive Committee Sat- 
urday, April 10, 1897: 

Whereas — The teachers in the public schools are by far the 
most important servants of the city government, as upon them is 
imposed the sacred trust of properly training the children, and 
this duty places in their hands the future welfare of the city; and 

Whereas — ^There is grave danger that service which is ill- 
paid will be inadequately rendered; and 

Whereas — ^The women teachers, skilled educators, having 
spent long years in pedagogical training, are paid far less than 
many of the city's unskilled manual laborers; therefore. 

Resolved — That we call upon the Senate and Assembly of the 



12 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

State of New York to promptly pass the bill now pending in the 

Legislature, providing for an increase in the compensation of the 

women teachers of this city. 

Resolved — ^That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 

Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Speaker of the Assembly 

and the Mayor of the City of New York. 

M. Augusta Rkqua, President, 
EuzABETH J. Tracy, Recording Sec, 



The Executive also voted to appoint a committee to memor- 
ialize the Board of Education to appoint able women as heads of 
the Girls' High Schools, and that the first High School be called 
"The Lydia F. Wadleigh High School." 

The President appointed the following members of the Asso- 
ciation on the High School Committee: Miss Josephine Stone, 
School Inspector, and a graduate of Twelfth Street School ; Mrs. 
Daniel P. Hays, School Inspector; Dr. Emily C. Charles, School 
Inspector; Mrs. Eugene Paddock; Miss Henriette Brandes. 



Miss Jessie M. Winterton has accepted the chairmanship of 
the committee to look after the interests of the "News," and as 
she has taken hold of the work with her usual vim, the "News" 
will make rapid strides. 



The regular business meeting of the Association will be held 
May 8th. Officers and chairmen of committees will present 
their annual reports. 

The Prize Debate. 



The Seventh Annual Prize Debate between the Philomathean 
and Alpha Beta Gamma Literary Societies, of Normal College, 
was held in the College Chapel, Saturday, April loth. The sub- 
ject of the debate was: "Resolved — That the Arbitration Treaty, 
as signed by Sir Julian Pauncefote and the Hon. Richard Olney, 
be accepted by the Senate without amendment." 

The affinnative side of the question was contested by the 
Misses O'Neil and Patchen, of the Philomathean Society; while 
the Misses Burr and Ryttenberg, of the Alpha Beta Gamma, 
spoke on the negative side. All four debaters were remarkably 
good, especially in the first address, but they "rambled" some- 
what in the rebuttal. 

Miss Edyth Ryttenberg, '97, to whom the prize was voted by 
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the Committee (Mr. J. Mack, Mr. J. F. Agar and Mr. W. H. Hurl- 
but), was humorous, as well as forcible, in both of her efforts 
Miss Patchen's arguments were well prepared and clearly stated, 
though her delivery was less animated than that of her associates. 

The consensus of opinion was, that had the Committee de- 
cided the contest on the first half of the debate, the prize would 
undoubtedly have been awarded to Miss Amelia Burr, who was 
eloquent and forceful, both in the delivery and in the wording of 
her arguments. 

Miss Olcott, President of the ABF, made the opening ad- 
dress, welcoming the guests most cordially. Miss Schnepel, 
President of the <p M, presided with grace and precision. 

The Normal College Glee Club and the ABF Double Quar- 
tette added much to the enjoyment of the afternoon by their 
pleasing singing. The soloists also acquitted themselves very 
creditably. 

The exercises were closed by an address from Mr. Mack, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of Normal College. Mr. 
Hurlbut awarded the prize. 



Natural Science Class — Field Days for May. 



Section A — Wednesdays: May 5th — Grand City, Staten 
Island, Caryl. May 12th — Lincoln. May 26th — Mosholu. 
May 3ist — Bryn Mawr. 

Section B — Saturdays: May ist — Nepera Park. May 5th — 
Grand City, Caryl. May 15th — Lincoln. May 29th — Mosholu. 
May 31st — Bryn Mawr. 



Special Combination Offer. 

"Harpers' Monthly" — "Harpers' Bazaar ' — "Harpers' 
Weekly"— "Atlantic Monthly"— "Art Amateur"— 

"Frank Leslie's Monthly"— with "News" $4 00 

"Scribners' Monthly"— "Outing"— with "News" 300 

"North American Review" (to teachers) — ^with "News". . . 3 00 

"New York Ledger" — with "News" 2 00 

"Popular Science" — "North American Review" — with 

"News" 5 00 

Any periodicals not appearing on this list can be furnished 
bv us at reduced rates if subscribers will forward us the names of 
same. All communications must be addressed to Editor, placing 
the word "Magazine" in the left hand comer of the envelope. 
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Notes and News. 



We would like to call the attention of the readers of the 
"News" to the photographers' supplies advertised by Mr. Deng- 
ler. With the exception of a wheel, there can be no addition to 
a summer's outfit more conducive to pleasure than a good 
camera. 



Do not overlook the fact that the May "At Home" will be 
held at the Alumnae House, on the afternoon of May 14th. You 
and your friends are cordially welcome. 



Friday Night. — "Is there a nice game left for a fellow?" 

"What do you like?" 

"Jack-straws, or anything that's fun!" 

"Do you think I could give these new jack-straws to a boy 
with such hands?" 

"Oh! yes, please do! I've been home twice to wash 'em for 
the other lady, and the time's- most gone — they're clean on the 
inside. I'll only touch the game with the inside of my hands." 

Thomas took what he wanted, expressing great pleasure, and 
the happy laugh that came from his quarter made one feel that he 
was like his hands — "clean on the inside." M. P. 



The managers of the "News" would consider it a special favor 
if friends who purchase of any of the firms advertising in the 
"News," would mention the fact that they are patronizing these 
firms for the "News." The "News" will thus be credited with the 
full value of its advertisements. 



It has been suggested by a friend of the Alumnae House, that 
it would be a good plan if a bottle or two of paste, a few brushes, 
some old picture-books and some linen were to be added to the 
contents of the children's trunk this summer. Many a rainy day 
will come when the old toys will pall, and the chance of cutting 
out pictures and dabbling in paste, with the ultimate result of 
making a fine scrap-book for the Alumnae children who are 
penned up in the hot city, will be welcomed with glee by the 
storm-bound little ones. Trv it this summer. 



Have you paid your subscription to the "News" for this 
year? Over and over again, we hear someone say: "Yes, I get 
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the 'News' regularly, but I know I haven't paid up." How long 
are you going to tax the patience and generosity of those who 
continue to send you your copy, which you know, and they know, 
is not paid for? Of course, it is only forgetfulness, but there is 
a point when forgetfulness becomes inexcusable. The printers 
do not forget to send us their bills, and we may not forget to pay 
them. How long would you be willing to have us forget to send 
you your looked-for copy? 



Two new subscriptions from each present subscriber, to- 
gether with paid-up dues, would fill the Treasurer's heart with 
gladness and make the Business Manager proud of her position. 
Can you not reach two new subscribers? Outsiders work hard 
for the "News;" shall our own Alumnae forget their obligations? 



The February number of "The Period," the club-woman's 
magazine, has been received and is on file in the Library. 



At the graduating exercises of the Woman's Law Class of 
New York University, the prize scholarship, valued at two hun- 
dred dollars, in the form of two years' free tuition in the Univer- 
sity Law School, was awarded to Miss Isabelle Lorrens Alexan- 
der, M. A. (Normal College), '92. 



Mrs. Scheel, Treasurer of the "News," will be at the Alumnae 
House "Tea," May 14th. This will aflford a good opportunity 
for those whose subscriptions to the "News" are due, to confer, 
with the Treasurer. 



As it is awkward to send 50 cents through the mail, except in 
stamps, why not send $1.00 for a two years* subscription? Many 
have done this. Or else unite with someone whose subscription 
is due, and send the $1.00 for the two? 



Examinations are to be held at the College, May 3d, in all 
the subjects taught in the College, for the purpose of forming 
an eligible list from which to choose teachers. 



Mr. Mack gave an examination, in the form of a dictation, 
to the seniors in Latin, French and German. Prizes will be 
awarded at Commencement to the successful competitors: Miss 
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Dorothea Hess, of Class AC5, in Latin; Miss Lucy Thompson, of 
Class BC5, in French; and Miss Celina Rode, of B4, in German. 



We are very sorry to hear of the sudden death of Mrs. Maude 
S. Humphreys, of Warsaw, N. Y. Mrs. Humphreys was the 
Treasurer of the New York State Federation of Women's Qub 
and Societies ; she was the President of the large and prosperous 
Monday Club of Warsaw, held a prominent place in the State 
Suffrage Association, and was one of the best-known and most 
influential women of the western part of the State. Her loss will 
be keenly felt in many directions. 

The Flower Show. 



The Flower Show will take place in the Library, Normal Col- 
lege, May 6th and 7th, from 3 to 5 P. M.; May 8th, from 10 A. M. 
to 5 P. M. Admission will be 15 cents; 10 cents for children. 
The net proceeds will be sent to the Alumnae House. Teachers 
from the public schools, or Kindergartens, with their classes, will 
be admitted free of charge. 

Will the readers of the **News," who know the addresses of 
the following graduates, kindly send same to the Chairman of 
Committee on Statistics, Blanche H. Arnold, 248 West Seventy- 
fourth street. 

1876 — Becker, Emma J.; Bauer, Lizzie W.; Biegel, Kittie M. 
(Mrs. Walter Farrar); Barnaby, Stella; Boak, Mary; Burrows, 
Ann E.; Birdsall, Louise (Mrs. N. Bethel); Cassidy, Annie (Mrs. 
Butler); Cohen, Lillie; Campbell, Jenny M.; Delaney, Josephine; 
Donnelly, Ellen; Davis, Julia A. (Mrs. Lee Myers); Dealing, 
May (Mrs. Louis Berier); Flanders, Catherine W. (Mrs. James 
Wells); Frank, Pauline; Friend, Bella (Mrs. Kohn); Flohr, Isa- 
bella M.; Folsom, Annie H. (Mrs. Oscar J. PfeiflFer); Graham, 
Mary L.; Haas, Amelia; Hindsman, Maria (Mrs. Scannel); Hil- 
lier, Florence: Hagemeyer, Louise; Harrington, Mary E.; Hen- 
nessy, Mary A.; Jackson, Sarah A.; Kinsella, Elizabeth (Mrs. 
Holt); Kirk, Ella (Mrs. Hiram T. Jelliffe); Lawrence, Irene; Lee, 
Marie; Levy Annie; Lohsen, Anna; Loughlan, Ellen; Mcllroy, 
Mary; Manion, Mary; Midgely, Kate; Mason, Virginia; Neely, 
Margaret; O'Brien, Bridget; Partridge, Idele M.; Provost, Cath- 
erine, T. ; Pell, Hannah C. (Mrs. J. T. Perkins) ; Roese, Joanna 
(Mrs. J. Ihlefeld); Rooney, Ellen C; Schoonmaker, Amanda; 
Sameck, Bertha; Smith, Lizzie; Smith, Jessie E.; Smith, Ida A.; 
Vail, Florence (Mrs. Wohlfert); Wigand, Sophie (Mrs. Ralph 
Grout); Wood, Ida; Wilson, Carrie. 
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EDITORIAL. 



A machine may nm the more smoothly for constant usage, but 
use will not renew its original polish. A rest from friction must 
l>e taken and the oil poured into hidden comers and the evidences 
of past work in a measure removed by a vigorous rub. It it said 
that complicated machinery runs all the more smoothly when it is 
allowed a periodic day of rest ; whether that rest period be the con- 
ventional one in seven, 1 do not know, but the fact has been ob- 
served. 

We are coming to the period of rest and oiling up — the Sum- 
mer vacation. While our physical bodies may need a rest and an 
oiling for their health's sake, our minds are in need of a vigorous 
rub- In this season of commencements, dinners and reunions, 
one sometimes wonders what it is all for. Whv so much effort 
to get people together who rarely feel the need of each other 
through the long year of work. Yet one realizes that for the 
minute one has been jostled out of the everyday, machine-like 
^ait. and brain has been stirred bv some stray sentence, and heart 
has been quickened by some once familiar face, and one goes 
home with the feeling of having been dusted and oiled a bit. 

This, It seems to me, is peculiarly the meaning of the long sum- 
mer vacation for teachers. Two months out of twelve — a ratio of 
one to six — it is none too long for body, mind and soul to re- 
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cuperate. No fine instrument could be more jangled and out of 
tune than the average teacher in June. 

But when retreating footsteps leave the familiar schoolroom 
behind, after a short period of depression, the elastic spirit re- 
bounds and the humanizing influences of long neglected ties and 
duties assert themselves. There is time now to live and breathe 
without haste, and plans which would need a year for fulfilment 
grow like mushrooms. Books which seemed too tedious for pe- 
rusal in the weariness of winter take on new interest; friends 
whom we had no time to know in the mad rush of the year's work 
become necessary for inspiration; the dust is fast flying off the 
machine, the underlying genuineness is showing up under the 
polishing and one only wishes it would not wear off so soon in 
the fall. 

It is not, however, in the midst of the rush and turmoil of city life 
and ordinary ties that we come to the best realization of our relation 
to the world about us, to what has gone before and what is to come 
hereafter. We are, to use a paradox, too near to life, that is to 
human life, to measure our own relation to it. The world is too 
near, too real, too close. It is difficult in thought to get above 
and bevond what is about us. We live and breathe in that en- 
vironment and cannot assert ourselves. It is when we get away 
from all this and go to some quiet mountain recess where the 
rarefied air gives vigor to body and brain, or to some seaside re- 
treat where the monotony of wind and waves soothes unstrung 
nerves and the breadth of sea and sky is somehow taken into one's 
thoughts as very part and parcel of them, we come to a better 
knowledge of ourselves, it is then I say that we realize to 
some degree our part in the great drama that is being played 
about us. 

Books and friends are very gifts of the gods — but for your 
soul's health take with you every Summer some purpose, some 
pursuit, which shall carry you straight to Nature's heart and away 
for a time from men. Nature makes great idlers of us, though she 
app>ears to keep us busy. Time has no limit for her. What if 
it take days to discover the secret of some trick of hers, in color, 
sound, form or life history. While you are seeking it, she is heal- 
ing you of your sicknesses and bringing you health and poise and 
a wisdom not of men. Books must wait upon our temper. To- 
day our book friend does not suit us. We can lay him aside. His 
thought will keep. Our friend likewise is out of harmony with us ; 
we would be quiet in the season of nature's quiet, when in the full 
flood of the day's glare, everything drowses, but he perforce must 
chatter and disturb us with personalities and insistent details. We 
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must needs leave him home for the whole day since he cannot 
meet our changing moods harmoniously; but we need neither 
book nor friend but only eyes and ears and a willing heart to be 
taught of Nature lessons to outlast the brief summer and make 
all the year cleaner, braver, fuller. It is the basking and ripening 
process which we have so frequently quoted from Lowell as the 
"student's business." It is the way in which Lowell and Emerson 
and a host of others "wasted" time in growing. It was the habit 
of "that forest seer," who 

"Goes to the river side, 

Nor hook nor line hath he; 
He stands in the meadows wide, 

Nor gun nor scythe to see. 

• •••••• 

In the wood he travels, glad, 

• ■••••• 

Pondering shadows, colors clouds, 
Grass-buds and caterpillar shrouds. 
Boughs on which the wild bees settle, 
Tints that spot the violet's petal. 

• ••■••• 

Lover of all things alive, 
Wonderer at all things he meets, 
Wonderer chiefly at himself. 

Who can tell him what he is? 
Or how meet in human elf 

Coming and past eternities?" 



The Flower Show of 1897. 



High-arching into the mild air of spring-time, over our Col- 
lege the wistaria weaves a tapestried tent. At every coign of 
vantage it breathes out roundly, possessing the sense of the be- 
holder with a freedom of loveliness and dower of perfume. Under 
this delicate canopy we set our spring feast. ' 

If older folk can understand that the Normal College blossoms 
and bears fruit in an intellectual way, this metaphor may reach 
the hearts of child-guests through the sweet literalness of tables 
loaded with arbutus and pyxie, or the round, red berries of the 
creeping wintergreen. 

The Alumnae Science Committee has held this Flower Show at 
the Normal College for four consecutive years. Yet questions 
as to its intentions and its nature continue to arise on the lips of 
guests. 

"Is it held for the purpose of raising money?" Most earnestly 
no! It would seem best that the reasons for its existence be 
stated each year in the printed report. 



4 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

The meaning and purposes of the Alumnae Annual Flower 
Show are briefly these : 

The Science Committee of the Associate Alumnae, wishing to 
extend the usefulness and practical quality of its work, and to fur- 
ther that thirst for communication with Nature which daily in- 
creases in educational thought, planned this method of throwing 
open the doors of spring to the eager feet of city children. All 
children of the public schools, with their teachers, are admitted 
free of charge. 

Some of the schools represented at the Flower Show this year 
were: Henry Street School; Tremont Street School; G. S. 76 — 
two classes ; G. S. 47 (Twelfth street) ; Fifth Street School ; G. S. 
87 (Seventy-seventh street); G. S. 40 (Norfolk street); G. S. jy 
(Eighty-sixth street and First aventie) — six classes; G. S. 63 (One 
Hundred and Seventy-third street and Third avenue); G. S. 30(234 
East Eighty-eighth street); G. S. 42 (One Hundred and Second 
street, bet. First and Second avenues); G. S. 50 (Twentieth 
street, near Third avenue); G. S. 85 (One Hundred and 
Seventy-eighth street) ; G. S. 6 (Eighty-fifth street and Madison 
avenue): G. S. 19 (East Fourteenth street); G. S. 73 (East Forty- 
sixth street) ; G. S. 32 (West Thirty-fifth street) ; G. S. 96 (Eighty- 
first street and Avenue A) ; G. S. 59 (One Hundred and Fifteenth 
street, near Third avenue) ; G. S. 86 (Ninety-sixth street and Lex- 
ington avenue); G. S. 19 (East Fourteenth street); G. S. 50 (Twen- 
tieth street, bet. Second and Third avenues) ; G. S. 16 (East Thirty- 
second street); G. S. 13 (Houston street); G. S. 57 (One Hundred 
and Fifteenth street, near Third avenue) ; G. S. 39 (East One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-fifth street); G. S. 103 (One Hundred and Nine- 
teenth street, Madison avenue); G. S. 17 (East Seventy-seventh 
street) ; G. S. 84 ( West One Hundred and Fiftieth street) ; — Ten 
classes from the Training School. 

This list will suffice to indicate that the majority of our guests 
are numbered among the attendants of the public schools. 

The slight admission fee charged to others goes to pay the ex- 
penses of the Exhibit. Whatever surplus remains is devoted to 
the philanthropic work of the Association. The expenses are 
considerably decreased by the kindness and enthusiasm of friends 
who work individually or with the committee to secure specimens 
of all the spring flowers, and help in the arrangement and super- 
vision. The members of the Science Class are among these. We 
thank them all. 

Friends of the College sent flowers — lovely layers of them in 
big boxes, whose uncovering was a joy. The committee warmly 
extend their thanks for such goodness to: Mrs. N. L. Britton;; 
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Miss C. Harriot; Miss S. E. Miller; Mrs. Norton P. Otis; Mrs. 
Wm. H. Rice; Mr. Granville Barnum; Superintendent Parsons, 
of Central Park. 

One box of scariet painted cup came without the name of the 
sender. It was royally crisp and bright. Mrs. Rice was par- 
ticularly thoughtful in her way of helping. She understood how 
much the replenishing of flowers aided us. 

The committee also wishes to acknowledge the kindness of 
several florists in sending very beautiful cut flowers. Such were : 
Messrs. Charles A. Dard; Messrs. McConnell; Messrs. Thorley; 
Messrs. David Clarke's Sons; Messrs. William H. Brown & Sons; 
Messrs. Henry Butler. 

The collections of winter-buds that went to the schools from 
the Library had served, we were told, to whet keen appetites for 
Nature food. The earliest spring had taken plants of hepatica, 
of saxifrage and dicentra in quaint paper pots to unfold their 
blooms where school children mightsee. Two dangers lie in this 
transportation : First lies the danger that it would become a uni- 
versal practice which might wipe out the wild things in large 
tracts among the city's suburbs ; and secondly, one might fear that 
the tender reverence for Nature's own would fail of development. 
These are serious dangers and the Science Committee begs to say 
that the plants were distributed this year in order that the germ 
of an Idea or a Legend might arise through them, which, grow- 
ing in transmission, would induce gradually increasing numbers 
of teachers, with their pupils, to haunt the woodsey places where 
alone the pure birth of spring wraps itself in its own peculiar 
glory. On this point the Committee desires to be fully under- 
stood — that it deprecates all tearing away of wild plants from 
wild mother-soil. 

The Calisthenium held our flowers this year, the Library hav- 
injj proved too small for comfortable accommodation. The walls 
were hung with water colors and other reproductions of plant- 
life. I was asked if one of the paintings was not a well-pressed 
flower. The question made me throw one extra glance of pride 
at the pictures "on the line." The Committee is very grateful to 
Miss Elizabeth Beach and to Miss Grace Beach for the attractive 
decoration of this exquisitely faithful and beautiful series. 

Banks of the greats blossoms — dogwood and apple, pear, 
cherry, wild cherry, shadblow and beach plum, in the whiteness 
of their mass on platform and window sills, seemed 

"Like flocks of clouds in spring's delightful weather." 

There are long tables of cultivated flowers — wonderful tulips 
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and roses, carnations, forsythia, spiraea, pansies, Japan globe- 
flower, cultivated peach, snowflake, Japan quince, and others. 

The various other tables hold out the breath of the woods. 
The Violets are of eight species — the downy yellow, birdfoot, dog 
violet, common blue kind, longspurred, primrose-leaved, sweet 
white and arrow-leaved. Among the Saxifrages are early saxi- 
frage and Bishop's-cap. The legumes include low hop-clover 
and lupine; the Geraniums, wild crane's bill; the Pinks, wild pink, 
chickweed, and mouse-eared chickweed; the Fumitory family, 
Dutchman's breeches and corydalis; the Barberries, pappoose- 
root or blue co hosh. There are many of the Mustards, as yellow- 
rocket, shepherd's purse, rock-cress, tooth-wort and two-leaved 
tooth-wort. 

The children find friends among the Crowfoot Family. Here 
are three sorts of buttercups, one very tiny and not of much use in 
determining whether your neighbor likes butter; rue anemone., 
wood anemone; baneberry; hooked crowfoot; ruddy columbines, 
as quickly stirred and as delicate as the laugh of a little child; 
early meadow rue; marsh-marigold, the sun of the swamp; 
clematis; and one of the children's loves, the silken-gowned Prin- 
cess Hepatica. 

As 1 pass the Heath family, I see a group of children who 
give to its table a new touching charm. They have asked for the 
Rhodora with insistent eagerness. There is a pink azalea for them. 
They are told that it resembles the rhodora. Why have they asked 
for that flower? Do they know the poem about it? "Oh yes'm!" 

"In May, when sea-winds pierced our solitudes, 
I found the fresh rhodora in the woods, 
Spreading its leafless blooms." 

The chorus that recites is full, and sure, and glad. How glad it 
makes the air about it! Away they go like butterflies to poise 
again over something that suggests 

"The year's at the Spring," 

or, again, a bit from Wordsworth — "The Apology, or the Daffo- 
dils." They were delightful little guests that fluttered in upon 
us. 

All the children love the close-fisted baby ferns, dabbing at 
the air as they unfold. They wonder at the lofty trumpet-like 
leaves of the pitcher-plant from North Carolina, with its heavy, 
strong- framed flower; and the Venus' fly-trap, its companion. On 
the Azalea table they discover trailing arbutus, which is still in 
magnificence of bloom in Pennsylvania; two sorts of blueberry; 
winter-green. Among the Figworts are wood betony and scarlet 
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painted-cup. The Madder family shows dishes of dainty bluets; 
the Ginsengs, wild sarsaparilla, and dwarf ginseng; the Com- 
posites, robin's plantain, plantain-leaved everlasting, dandelion, 
golden ragwort, rattlesnake hawkweed; the Roses, cinque-foil 
strawberry, plum, apple, cherry; the Cornels, dogwood. There 
are Lilies — Maianthemum, Solomon's seal, Trillium, wild oats, 
and small yellow lily (Uvularia). The Orchids are sought after — 
transparent pink-veined moccasin-flower, showy orchis. The 
Birthw-ort order exhibits wild ginger. There are Ferns — as poly- 
pody, sensitive fern, yielding a grudging acquiesence to flower 
shows ; spleen wort, long and fine ; moonwort, with branching top ; 
cinnamon fern, closely furled, and shy maiden-hair. 

A teacher shows how little fingers may know the feel of the 
Mosses. They touch the ground-pine, the horse-tails, club- 
mosses and scouring-rush. Lastly, the children point out a 
table that boasts not flowers, but leaf-buds, also full of color and 
beauty. Here are the beginnings of summer foliage of sassafras, 
oak, tulip-tree, sweet-gale, bayberry, sweet-gum, silver poplar, 
beech, ash, sycamore and walnut. There is one little oak in a 
paper pot, which a thrifty spirit has raised from a "little acorn,*' 
given forth in a sprouting state at the last "At Home." 

The woods are far and busy days are short. Forgive it, for- 
est wildlings, if those who find you at home carry you thence. It 
is but to raise your worth in the minds of men, and place the 
stamp of your dear faces upon the city's coin. 

Jeanette Sewell. 



«• Nature-Material '* for the Schools. 



Have you ever thought how many of the school children of 
New York are ignorant of the commonest sights and sounds of 
Nature? How many there are who have never seen an acorn 
or a pine cone, who do not know a buttercup or a daisy, who have 
never seen a bird's nest? In a large class in a city school the other 
day not a single child knew a violet when it was shown him! It 
almost seems as if those little ones who are so ignorant of the 
beautiful world into which they have been bom were being de- 
prived of their birthright. 

You will perhaps say there are parks and museums and fresh 
air outings — but there are many who cannot avail themselves of 
these advantages. Even if they could, they would not supply the 
need. What is wanted are specimens in every class room, that may 
be handled and watched and talked about, that the teacher can 
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use as texts for her lesson, that the older children can write com- 
positions about, and perhaps make drawings of. Educators 
realize now that a Hbrary is a necessity in every school, then why 
not these leaves from Nature's library, these living books? We 
are in hopes that some day the Board of Education will consider 
** Nature's material'' such as growing plants, aquariums, cabinets 
of specimens, as much of a necesity as school readers. Why not? 
The former will cultivate faculties that the latter cannot. Until 
that happy day comes, however, the classes will have to depend 
upon the material their teachers collect or upon outside interest. 
It goes without saying that the ideal way would be to take the 
children to the woods and fields and teach them there, or rather 
let them teach themselves under their leader's suggestions; un- 
fortunately that is at present out of the question, but cannot we 
who appreciate the value of these things help to bring a little of 
the woods to the children? 

The Alumnae Science Committee have been trying to do this 
during the past winter and spring. They made collections of 
budding twigs (that would develop in water in the classrooms), of 
birds' nests, wasps' nests, aquarium material, fruits and grain, 
etc.. and distributed those as well as potted wild flowers, 
germinating seeds and mounted insects, to the teachers of the 
public schools, who accepted the invitation to come and get them. 
The schools were reached through the medium of another Alumnae 
Committee, that of the Public School Representatives. The 
teachers were most grateful for the material and the great success 
of the plan only shows the deep-felt need there is for more of just 
such work. 

From all sides came stories of the interest aroused in both chil- 
dren and teachers. In some schools the jar of alder and **pussy-wil- 
low" twigs went the rounds of the classes, bearing with it a breath 
of the woods and of the springtime. One teacher said her children 
even begged for the little brown scales that fell off the willow 
"pussies," and took them home as treasures. Children love all 
these things naturally, and it is only when this love is not en- 
couraged, or is starved for lack of opportunity, that they grow up 
to find the world of Nature commonplace and prosaic. 

The interest of the children then is there — ready and waiting — 
the teachers are only too glad to have the specimens, the only 
thing lacking is the "material," and in many cases a place in 
which to keep it. That the latter need might be supplied, if 
possible, the Science Committee some months ago sent an ap- 
peal to the Board of Education, urging that small wall cabinets 
with glass doors be placed in every class room, and offering, if 
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this were done, to help supply specimens with which to fill them. 
The Board considered the proposition favorably, we believe, and 
we are in hopes that next year cabinets will be placed on the school 
supply list. 

On account of the great number of schools in the city and 
their varying surroundings and opportunities, it will be readily 
seen that this work of supplying "Nature material" must be or- 
l^nized jn order to be effective. The Science Committee hope to 
evolve some practical plan for the fall. In the meantime we 
want as many people as possible to collect material for us during 
the summer. Will you help us? While you are spending the 
long summer months by the seashore, in the mountains, among 
green fields, will you not bear in mind the needs of the little ones 
and bring back some of the country with you? Can you not in- 
terest children in helping you collect? Children delight in 
"getting specimens," and it is the common things that we most 
want; not the rare curiosities. 

I append the following list, which is not intended to be ex- 
haustive, only suggestive. You may feel certain that anything 
which you can bring back with you from "out of doors" will be sure 
to be appreciated : 



Pebbles, 

Shells, 

Starfishes, 

Butterflies, 

Moths, 

Beetles, 

Birds' Nests, 

Wasps' Nests, 

Insect Galls, 

Lichens, 



Fungi, 

Sections of Woods, 

Twigs, with colored bark, 

Fruits — 

Acorns, 

Cones, 

Pine, 

Spruce, 

Hemlock, 

Button-balls, 



Sweet-gum balls. 

Nuts, 

Milk-weed Pods, 

Thistle balls. 

Bittersweet, 

Wheat, 

Rye, 

Barley, 

Oats, 

Rice. 



Sea weeds may easily be mounted by floating out in a basin 
of water, carefully putting card under them, spreading out speci- 
mens at same time with brush ; then put under light pressure. 

If many of you will collect even a few of these things, and will 
interest your friends, the sum total will, be a large one and next 
winter many little ones will be the wiser and the hajypier for these 
bits of "outdoors." 

In the fall, if you cannot bring the collection you have made 
to the College, either mail or express them to the Alumnae Natural 
Science Committee, Library, Normal College, 68th Street and 
Park Avenue, New York City. If the package is sent C. O. D. 
the committee will pay the expressage. A. R. Northrop. 
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The Child Study of Proebel. 



MISS BERTHA PAYNE. 



Did Froebel study children with scientific interest and method, 
or did he seek to find in them only his own formulated theories? 

I believe he was more philosopher than scientist and yet his 
search for truth did take shape in systematic observation. While 
we may find no direct evidence of this investigation in the educa- 
tion of man, we find it most emphatically in his correspondence. 
Let me cite an instance found in a letter to Herr von Amswald, 
who had been his pupil as a boy at Keilhan and was now his trusted 
friend. Froebel asks Von Amswald to send him daily reports 
of the doings of his little daughter; these records Froebel read to 
his pupil teachers and discussed them each morning. He writes 
to the father, **Your reports of the development of your baby give 
me much satisfaction. The notes are altogether interesting and 
instructive to me, and I request you to continue them and be sure 
that nothing in them shall be lost. The little girl of a neighbor of 
mine is furnishing me with daily demonstrations that song is an 
essential part of child life. She never wearies to repeat her few 
cadences. Let me urge you, foster every breath of song in your 
family. 

"I am experiencing much pleasure with little Reinhold Barof, 
now 23 weeks old, who frequently comes with his nurse to see 
me; then I leave all to attend to him in order to be taught by him. 
It is interesting above all things to see how the rhythmical move- 
ments of his arms, united with word and song give him pleasure." 

Froebel found an inexhaustible supply of evidence of the in- 
tense love of rhythm in very young children. He noted it both in 
sound and in arrangement. Upon this instinct he based his 
rhythmic exercises for the body and planned handwork in 
rhythmic and progressive arrangements of form. While he 
found the reasons for these exercises in the spontaneous playful 
expression of all children, he believed that the observance and 
cultivation of this tendency would surely lead to a more vivid 
appreciation of rhythm in its higher manifestations in Nature and 
the arts. 

In an earlier letter to Von Arnswald he says : "As your baby 
loves the zither, so Barop's baby (not yet 12 months old) loves 
the piano. It seems with him to be the loud sound and the change 
of sound that gives pleasure. The children of a peasant living 
nearby will imitate the sound of a church bell for hours, singing 
*bim, bam, bim, bam,' and will even repeat the performance on 
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the following day, when no bells are ringing. I think I perceive 
in this that melody and harmony are deep rooted in the being of 
man, and that the training of this faculty ought to be made a part 
of early infant education." 

In the same letter he speaks of the tendency of young children 
to suck and munch continually, of sucking the fingers, biting the 
nails, etc. He says he believes it to be simply a part of the in- 
stinct for activity which must be satisfied by employment for the 
hands and the fingers. He says: "Let fingers and hands be led 
to make rhythmic motion in games and songs composed especi- 
ally for them, for which the child's own invention must be 
watched." At the cloSe of this communication, after detailing 
some experiences in the antipathies of certain children to the sing- 
ing of adults, he says: "You see the little beings will afford us 
continual problems for solution." I have simply quoted the pass- 
ages to show his continued observation of children's habits. No 
action seemed too insignificant to be noted. Not an incident but 
had for him some value as a clue to hidden conditions. 

Certainly no man ever took more pains to investigate children's 
interests; and did ever a man more truly find them? No one ever 
followed up children's interests more directly than did Froebel 
in giving them material in which to express their thoughts. 
Starting with the proposition, "Nature is right in her methods, I 
will know and follow her," he found the young child possessed 
of boundless activity, which must first be acknowledged as right 
and then directed into the most profitable channels. 

He found in the infant these activities were of two kinds — 
efforts to move controlledly and efforts to grasp with the senses. 
"Opportunities from the start," he cried. "Freedom to act and 
objects to act upon." 

He found later that the outer world had enticed the child on 
by her life and loveliness to love her. Let him live then, in the 
midst of Nature's children; the trees, the flowers, the birds, and 
books shall be his companions and his teachers. He found that 
in this companionship the instinct of imitation was rife, and that 
the notions and sounds of that world were being repeated. Let 
the child play, then, and give at his will his own meaning to these 
friends, and in imitative play, let him interpret Nature as she now 
appears to him. But Nature was not imitated alone in her crea- 
tures, that we are accustomed to call inferior for the life of home 
waked the same imitative instinct. "Then," says Froebel, 
"Nature," the wise mother, cannot be mistaken." There must 
be purpose. Let him live the life of father and mother in imper- 
sonations, and let him imitate the works about him, the motive 
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of the toiler, and respect for his labor will be engrafted with the 
action. 

But here under childish fingers grow houses from a pile of 
blocks, and here a manikin, from the soft clay of the ditch ; and 
here the bits of chalk picked from the garden path have been used 
to decorate the smooth surface of the stones. So, he says, the 
child must not only reproduce in action, but he longs to set forth 
his ideas of the new world in the works of his hands. Why has he 
not been given opportunity and materials long before? Simply 
because we have distrusted the plain spoken advice of our foster 
mother. Nature, and denied her truths in the daily doings of a little 
child. 

The above is taken from the "Transactions of the Illinois Societv 
for Child Study," published by the Werner School Book Co., New 
York and Chicago. This volume contains many valuable articles 
on child study, and is full of interest from cover to cover. John 
Dewey, Chas. R. Skinner, Chas. H. Thurber, Ada Van Stone Har- 
ris, G. Stanley Hall, Col. F. W. Parker, Mrs. Bates and others 
have articles on the various aspects of child study. 



Arbor Day in the Schools. 



May 7th was Arbor Day, and it was the endeavor of all the 
large-hearted Principals of our schools to bring the woods near 
to the children and make the day mean something. In many 
schools this was not hard ; woods, or at least parks, were near, and 
the growth of trees a familiar sight. But to some of the Princi- 
pals, the lines of whose schools had not fallen in pleasant places, it 
seemed desirable that Arbor Day should be represented by more 
than a potted plant. It occurred to them that a few words from 
one to whom the trees were familiar, lifelong friends, would do 
much to interest the little ones in out-of-doors. Many of these 
Principals turned for help to a source which always responds to 
such appeals, and numerous letters were dispatched to Mrs. Nor- 
throp, asking her to speak on that day. It was possible for her 
to visit but two schools, but the others will be reached in due time. 

Miss Emmanuers school in East Twentieth street was the first 
visited; here the Primary Department was assembled, and it was a 
gratifying sight to see the eager interest of the small boys and 
girls. The growth of the oak was the subject, and the acorn, with 
its tender sprouts, was first shown, and then a young tree with its 
velvety, red leaves. Other twigs were spoken of, and the little 
ones urged never to pass a tree without trying to make its ac- 
quaintance. 
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At Miss Stein's school in East Houston street an older set of 
children were addressed, and Mrs. Northrop dwelt more on the 
development of the bud, the fruit and the seed. 

To both schools it was a revelation to hear that trees had 
flowers. 

With the able help of the teachers, our children are fast develop- 
iqg an eager interest in out-of-doors; the day is not far off when 
to each and all of them the trees may whisper low and mild. 

C. W. T. 



The Alumnce Settlement Committee. 



Work at the Alumnae House having grown from a kinder- 
garten with one or two classes to regular settlement work, with 
almost every afternoon and evening occupied, it was no longer 
possible for any one person, no matter how able, to act as kinder- 
gartner, headworker and have charge of executive affairs also. 
The pressure was too great, and it was deemed advisable to reor- 
ganize the committee more on the lines of other settlements, en- 
larging the committee and dividing its functions. Mrs. Northrop 
accepted the chairmanship, and what might be called the executive 
section has charge of all executive matters and the supervision of 
the work as a whole. The House section, under the chairmanship 
of the headworker. Miss Wells, looks after all the details of the 
philanthropic work. Three meetings of the executive section 
have been held, at which, among other things, ways and means of 
enlarging the income and plans for securing more residents have 
been discussed. Needed repairs have been secured from the land- 
lord, the yard put in order, and a tree planted in front of the House. 
The committee would call your attention to the fact that Miss Alice 
M. Isaacs, i lo East 73d St., has been made treasurer, and that in 
future all the money for the House will be in her hands, or will go 
through her hands to the assistant treasurer, Mrs. Douglas. 

The committee is as follows : 

Chairman of Alumnae Settlement Committee — Mrs. John I. 
Northrop, 500 W^arburton Ave., Yonkers. 

Secretary — Miss Elsie Earle, 5 West 83d St. 

Treasurer — Miss Alice M. Isaacs, no East 73d St. 

KXKCUTIVE SECTION. 

Headworker — Miss Mary A. Wells, Alumnae House, 446 East 
72dSt 

Miss Jessie M. Winterton, Mrs. Daniel P. Hays, 

Miss Christiana Metzgar, Dr. Hannah De Milt, 

Mrs. Chas. S. Douglas, Mrs. Louis Marshall. 

Your attention is called to the following notice: Wednesday 
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afternoon is to be flower distribution day at the Alumnae House. 
Who will send us the flowers? If you will collect and pack them 
the express companies will bring them to us free of charge. Are 
there not many who will spend the summer within one hundred 
miles of the city who can send us a weekly box? The pleasure 
your flowers will give will be out of all proportion to the trouble 
necessary to gather them. Pack the flowers in boxes, or cheap 
splint baskets, sprinkle them slightly, and cover on all sides with 
damp newspapers, and they will probably reach us in good condi- 
tion. If you have time to tie them up in bunches, the distribution 
will be greatly facilitated. Mark them *'Fresh Flowers for the 
Normal College Alumnae House, 446 East 72d St.," and send 
them C. O. D. Try and send the flowers so they will reach us 
Wednesday morning. Enclose card with your name and address, 
and you will receive word of their arrival, and the condition of the 
flowers when thev reached us. 



Normal Colles^e Alumnas House. 



44.6 East Seventy- second Street, 



There is one tree on Seventy-second street, and the Alumnae 
House is proud of that tree. It is also grateful to the kind friends 
who have secured it this distinction. 

The Kindergarten children call it "our tree," and delight to 
water it and make pictures of it. 

The g^own-up people of the neighborhood pause and regard 
the new landmark with interest. We do not know what they say, 
but the head-shakings are both affirmative and negative. 



Three "Busy Bees" from a most industrious hive visited the 
House one day, bringing the product of their winter's work. Since 
Christmas the society liave been sewing, and the result is just what 
we need for the summer — many little gingham aprons, outing 
flannel skirts and dainty wee dressing sacks. There was a pretty 
dark-blue challie dress that has already brought a glow of happi- 
ness to a child who hates to be ragged. 

A gift of over eleven dollars from this society adds the eleventh 
bed to that part of the summer's equipment. 



Not long ago the residents of the Alumnae House were invited 
to a button bee, where they found twenty-four pairs of outing 
flannel night-drawers awaiting buttons. In the story of last sum- 
mer's work Miss Willard discovered a lack of these garments, and 
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promptly donated material, which Mrs. Willard has transformed 
into the much-needed night clothes. 

The indefatigable Science Committee have always been a 
power in the Alumnae House. This spring they have taken 
charge of the yard, and added to its perennials a lilac bush, a wis- 
taria vine and a number of honeysuckles. They have also filled 
the window boxes and the aquaria. 

We all enjoy the big aquarium. It is a forest of water plants 
animated by curious living things selected with due regard for a 
balance of power. 

Many of the older children remark with enthusiasm, "We 
have one in school. Our tadpole *s getting big, but one (some- 
times *both') of the goldfish died.*' We wish the Science Com- 
mittee could hear all that we hear of the work they are doing. 



At the Flower Show — "Is there a rhodora here? Our teacher 
said that maybe there would be." "Oh, I am so sorry! I wanted 
to see it more than anything else." "Why?" "Because weVe 
learned a poem about it." "Can you say the poem?" "Yes, we 
all know it." And this class representative repeated the poem 
with a pride and dignity that were good to see. One who heard 
it thought, "How one thing helps another! ^Science, thou camst 
not say unto Letters, Letters, I have no need of thee.' " 



Said our neighbor in 444: "I don't understand why such 
things come here. A few days ago there was a bundle of old 
coats and trousers, to-dav it's a lot of old shirts. No one knows 
where they came from. I gave the other things away, and I 
suppose there are plenty of poor souls that will be glad to get 
these; but why are thev sent here?" 

Is it not because someone has mistaken the number of the 
Alumnae House? If you do not remember "446," send your 
packages to the Normal College Alumnae House, East Seventy- 
second street, and thev will be sure to reach us. Please let us 
know how to address you, for we want to tell you that your 
gifts are appreciated. 



Little of the clothing that comes to us is given away. As a 
rule, it is sold. On Tuesday afternoons and evenings, people 
who desire to make purchases come to the House, examine the 
stock, and, with perfect independence, select and pay for what 
they want. The market value of second-hand clothing is small. 
Numerous sales have made this year's receipts amount to sixty- 
three dollars and seventy-one cents ($63.71). 
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The Clothing Committee desire to put in order everything 
that is to be sold. Much of the clothing is in excellent condition 
when it is received. That which requires mending and alteration 
might give employment to many hands. A hearty welcome will 
greet any one who can help in this work and will come to the 
House on Tuesday afternoons. 

IMPORTANT. 



Last summer was the busiest time in the annals of the Library, 
fully repaying the small effort it cost to go to the Alumnae House 
once a week. It was possible for the librarian to do this last year, 
because she spent the summer within an hour's ride from town, 
but this year she will be out of reach of New York during the 
month of August, and unless someone will give one morning a 
week to the work the library must be closed for a month just at the 
time when it most appeals to its public. 

Among the many who will be in or near town at that time, is 
there not someone who will undertake this work? 

As soon as your summer plans are made, and you find that you 
will be able to help at the Alumnae House, please communicate 
with the librarian. Miss Frances A. Benjamin, 115 East 72nd 
street. 



Alumns House Library Notes. 



Money given to the Alumnae House Library does not remain 
unused for long. Already a hundred books have been sent to the 
bindery, as the result of a donation from the Alumnae Library 
Committee! The appeal for funds with which to make these 
necessary repairs was answered almost before it was made. We 
wish the ex-library committee could see the pleasure of the chil- 
dren at finding some of their old favorites returned after many 
days! 

An Up-To-Date Boniface. 



Not long ago a mother said to me, "I have come to the conclu- 
sion that I cannot allow my children to spend the most of their 
summer in the society of ignorant nurses. I wish there was some 
other way of managing." If you say a mother ought to take care 
of her children herself I agree wnth you. But if she is giving 
proper attention to her children and her household during the re- 
mainder of the year she needs some rest and change of occupation 
during the summer. Women's lives are made better and broader 
by the friction of other lives. Many a philanthropic plan, many 
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an incentive to further study or wiser home management has its 
beginning in the talk on a hotel piazza. 

The children also need the influence of a wider circle than the 
home affords. The wise mother, knowing this, does not seek to 
keep her children near her all the time. If they can have the com- 
panionship of other children, under proper supervision, they will 
return to the mother's arms stronger and better for the short sep- 
aration. This is a true Froebelian principle, as every kinder- 
gartner knows. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I call your attention to the 
admirable way in which this summer problem is solved by the 
genial host of the Long Beach Hotel, whose advertisement fills the 
back comer of the **News." 

Among the many attractions provided for his patrons this sum- 
mer there will be **a first-class kindergarten in charge of expert 
teachers." Miss M. A. Locke, a graduate of Pratt Institute, 
Brooklyn, will be in charge. 

This is a step in the right direction. It means that many 
mothers will do without nurses and attend to their children per- 
sonally, since they can leave them in wise hands for part of the day. 
It means that many will have an opportunity of seeing good kin- 
dergarten work, and will return believing. And, best of all, it 
means that the children will have their minds awakened and their 
hearts attuned to the wonderful things in nature — they will learn 
that a true proportion of work and play make up the sum of hu- 
man happiness, and the great lesson that "no man liveth to himself 
alone." 

I trust that our readers will spread the news of this hotel where 
the interests of the children are so carefully considered. Mr. 
Dick will undoubtedly reap his reward in the happiness of parents 
and children, as well as from a financial standpoint. 

Jessie M. Winterton. 



Alumns House ««At Home." 



The "At Home" on May 14th was held, as usual in the month 
of May, at the Alumnae House. Miss Benjamin and Miss Mont- 
gomery received. The pleasant house was, as it always is, a mat- 
ter of pride and pleasure to the visitors. "New and admirable fea- 
tures are always being evolved, and year by year it is evident that 
the work done there is gaining a wider recognition and surer sup- 
port. 

May 14th furnished an occasion to Alumnae to welcome their 
newly enlarged Settlement Committee, of which Mrs. Northrop 
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has been appointed chairman. Among those present were the 
officers of the Alumnae, Dr. James P. Haney, Supervisor of Man- 
ual Training in the Public Schools ; Dr. Merrill, Mrs. Scheel, Mrs. 
Northrop, Miss Isaacs, Miss Sullivan. In the course of the after- 
noon a lilac was planted by the Library Committee, the Alumnae 
Settlement Committee at the same time planting a wistaria. 



"Field Days." 



The first meeting of the Science Class for this season was held 
on April 7th in the college calisthenium, when, under the able 
leadership of Mrs. Northrop, those present explored an Hepatica 
and decided to what order it belonged. The pouring rain made 
future field days largely a matter of faith. But clear skies and 
bracing air greeted those who were out on April 14th, and the 
woods near Dunwoodie yielded twelve flowers to the eager 
searchers. 

Spring was rapidly advancing, and after every walk a larger 
list was made, until on May 15th, at Lincoln Park, thirty-eight 
flowers were found representing twenty-two orders. April 17th 
was the first outing of the Saturday class, and one of their number 
had the good fortune to find the rare yellow violet, Viola rotundi- 
folia. 

Central avenue, near Mt. Vernon, was besieged on April 21st. 
A trolley car took the party from the station, and the conductor re- 
marked there was "most two hundred of them," proving that 
twenty-nine scientific women equal two hundred ordinary ones. 
It was just off Central avenue, in a damp wood, that the Dentaria 
laciniata (Toothwort) was found, in such abundance as to look 
like a white carpet spread under the trees. Anemones, both the 
.Wind-flower and the Rue anemone, were common, but the earliest 
flowers, the Hepatica and Bloodroot, had almost disappeared. 

May sth was a busy day for the Science Class. One sec- 
tion went to Caryl and ransacked the rocks, the valley, the 
swamps, with the greatest zeal. Nodding Trilliums, countless 
"Jacks-in-the-Pulpit," baskets of Violets, blue and yellow, great 
bunches of dogwood and apple Blossoms; all were carried to 
the city to take their places in the **Flower Show" on the morrow. 

In spite of the threatening weather on the Nepera Park days, 
those who ventured out were amply rewarded. The great rocky 
ledges and the steep descents made one think of the mountains. 
The gray rocks were everywhere crested with scarlet Columbine ; 
the Rue Anemone whitened all the knolls, and the Wild Pink blos- 
somed in the crevices. The most uncommon "finds" were the 
dainty "Mitella" — the Bishop's cap — and the curious Walking- 
Fern — (Comptosorus rhizophyllus). 
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Besides the regular boxes a large basket had been provided 
for branches of apple-blossoms, dogwood and other decorative 
material. When the station was reached and this basket se- 
curely packed, it was found that the train which was to convey 
the class to the city "did not carry baggage." But the station 
agent solved the problem. "Fll agree to set the basket on the 
train," said he, "if you'll smile on the brakeman; they'll do most 
anything for girls, and there's a lot of you." Though it was mor- 
tifying to be obliged to stoop to such methods, the Science Class 
was equal to the occasion ; the train arrived, the smiles were pro- 
duced and the transmission of the basket secured. 

The rest of the class went to Grant City, Staten Island, and 
came home laden with the Birdsfoot violet (Viola pedata) and 
great bunches of Bluets, neither of which is found in Westchester 
County. 

The "star field days" were perhaps those at Lincoln Park when 
the class found the rare Orchid — the yellow Lady's Slipper or 
"Moccasin Flower" (Cypripedium parviflorum) growing in great 
abundance. 

The wealth of flowers, the pleasant companionship, and above 
all the delightful manner in which the class is instructed and 
guided amply make up for the minor discomforts of torn clothes, 
wet feet and scratched hands. 

The Wednesday and Saturday classes have not met as yet, but 
they plan to do so on May 30th, and by their united forces the 
woods at Bryn Mawr will be well ransacked. 

The spring is passing, summer will soon be with us, and soon 
the Science Class will only have the field days as a memory. 

"Paths of the fields! 

O pleasant paths! that stray 
Through the deep wind-trod pastures of the spring, 
Through all the glory and the blossoming 

The summer yields, 
Companioned of the golden buttercup. 
Up heaven's far cloud-flecked sapphire gazing up. 
Piercing to heights that see the skylark sing. 
From the world's weariness, from hope's decay, 
Lead me. oh! lead me, pleasant paths away, 

Paths of the fields!" 

C. W. T. 



The Summer Forgettary. 



Do not forget to buy a Dengler camera before you leave town, 
and do not forget to state that you heard of them first in the 
"News." You can bring back the pleasant days of the summer 
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by means of a series of photographs more readily than in any other 
way. 

Do not forget that the "News" has for sale, at greatly reduced 
price, a new $ioo Acme wheel. Tliis is the last issue of the 
"News" until fall and you had best see about it at once. 



Do not forget to send your subscription to Mrs. Scheel, before 
you leave town for the summer. $i.oo pays for two subscribers 
or for one subscription for two years. 



Do not forget to carry the June "News" with you, as a con- 
stant reminder that there are Flower Davs at the Alumnae House 
all summer, and little souls will go away disappointed the very 
week yoii forget to send your box. It always happens so. 



Do not forget that if you are compelled to stay in town and be 
lonely, there are a hundred boys and girls at the House eager to 
relieve you of that burden by letting you take a hand in their edu- 
cation. You will come out a hundred per cent, better for the ex- 
perience. Try it. 

Correspondence. 



T30 East Thirtieth Street, 

April 17, 1897. 
Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 

Corresponding Secretary, Associate Alumnae: 
Dear Madame — Will not the members of vour club devote 
some time during the summer to the study of Civil Service Re- 
form, especially in regards to its essential connection with good 
government and good morals in Greater New York? 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) Josephine Shaw Lowell. 

(Mrs. C. R. Lowell). 



248 West Seventy-fourth Street, 

April 26, 1897. 
Mrs. C. R. Lowell, 

120 East Tliirtieth Street, New York Citv: 
Dear Madame — After the 22d of May, our association will hold 
no meetings until Fall. 

The majority of the members leave town for the summer 
months, therefore any attention to the study of "Civil Service Re- 
form" can only be given by them as individuals. 
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A meeting of our Executive Committee is to be held on Sat- 
urday, May the 8th, at which your notice will be read. If you 
will kindly give me a definite outline of the work contemplated^ 
I shall be glad to submit it to the Committee, and to forward to 
the "Alumnae News," the paper issued monthly by our association. 

Yours very truly, 

Blanche H. Arnold, 

Cor. Sec'y. 



1 20 East Thirtieth Street, 

April 30, 1897. 
^iiss Blanche H. Arnold, 

Corresponding Secretary, Associate Alumnae: 
Dear Madame — I am very glad to have your note of the 26th 
inst., and to know that you think some of the members of the 
Associated Alumnae of the Normal College will be inclined to study 
the subject of Civil Service Reform during the summer, for I am 
sure it should interest all women in our City and State, and es- 
pecially so at the present time, owing to its vital connection with 
good government and sound morals. 

I should advise anyone wishing to gain a clear understanding 
of the question to make a thorough study of Mr. Dorman B. 
Eaton's "Civil Service in Great Britain" (Harper Bros.); to read 
the chapter on "Municipal Misgovernment" in Mr. Edmund 
Kelly's "Evolution and Effort"; to obtain from the Civil Service 
Reform Association, 54 William Street, all the publications of the 
association and also to ask Mr. George McAnery, Secretary of the 
association, what books in addition to those mentioned above 
he would recommend to a student of Civil Service Reform. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Josephine Shaw Lowell. 

(Mrs. C. R. Lowell). 

Notes and News. 



The "News" is promised a series of papers in the fall by Miss 
J. S. Keith, on Drawing and Sketching. These papers are meant 
as helps to teachers, and will be of great practical value. 



As a result of the readings held at Mrs. Bunzl's in April, $70 
was handed over to the Alumnae House. We trust these readings 
are to be an annual affair. 



April 3, 1897, a permanent organization was formed, to be 
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called 'The Lydia F. Wadleigh Association." The members are 
to consist of the graduates and pupils of the Senior Department 
of Twelfth Street School while it was under the charge of Miss 
Wadleigh. All who would like to learn more of this Association, 
or become members, can do so by communicating with Miss 
Chisholm, No. 15 East Sixty-fifth street. 



An Alumna, who wishes her name to be withheld, has given 
to the Alumnae Settlement one acre of ground in White Plains. 
This is simply a God-send. Does it need much stretch of the 
imagination to see the summer house which will spring up as a 
mushroom on this ground? It isn't too soon to begin furnishing 
the rooms. The beds, you know, are nearly ready. What a 
blessing it will be to the kindergarten children and perhaps to 
some older folks to have an Alumnae Summer Home, all their own! 



Miss Johanna Leo, Class of '83, has just been graduated from 
the Philadelphia Medical College, having taken the highest 
honors. This is the fourth of our Alumnae who, to my knowledge, 
has been the honor student in the Medical College from which 
she has graduated, and three of these four were of the NcM-mal 
College Class of '83. This is pre-eminently a medical class* five 
of its members being now M.D's. There may be more, but these 
are all of whom we know. We extend hearty congratulations to 
Miss Leo. 

Just here, let me also remark that the graduates of the New 
York Medical College and Hospital for Women, '97, were ad- 
dressed at their commencement recently by Miss Rosalie Loew, 
our Alumnae lawyer. Several of our Alumnae physicians are on 
the Faculty of this College and several are in the undergraduate 
classes. 



We regret that we have not room for a more extended ac- 
count of the Spring Reunion, held in the Chapel May 22d. Be- 
tween 700 and 800 members were present. Dr. Requa made the 
opening address, detailing the progress in Alumnae work during 
the past year. Dr. Thos. Hunter, President of the College, spoke 
of the recent changes and innovations in the educational work 
in the city, and of the high schools about to be established. 
Speeches were also made by Commissioners Mack and Hurlburt, 
of the Normal College. 

Miss Mabel Phipps gave a piano solo, and Miss F. de la M. 
Bunce a reading from TIios. B. Aldrich. Miss Jeanne Faure san^^ 



THE ALUMN.E NEWS. 23 

and Mr. W. A. Boylan recited **The Chariot Race," from '^Ben 
Hur." 

An impromptu performance by some of the East Side Kinder- 
garten tots elicited much applause, and gave force to Mr. North- 
rup's appeal for aid in their behalf during the hot summer months. 

Refreshments were served in the Calisthenium and Library, 
and it was well past six before the doors closed on the last guest. 



«« Almost a Woman." 



BY DR. MARY W. ALI3N. 



The Editor is in receipt of Dr. Allen's just published little book, 
entitled "Almost a Woman," being a companion to one by the 
same author, "Almost a Man." The subject indicates the scope 
of the book, it being a conversation between a mother and her 
daughter just on the brink of womanhood. 

To the mother who has held her child's confidence from baby- 
hood up, the question of what to tell and what not to tell the 
developing boy or girl has not the same difficulty as it has for 
the mother (and how many of them there are) who has been heed- 
less heretofore of the child's needs — nay, rights to knowledge of 
himself and his development — and to whom the near approaching 
advent of manhood or womanhood in her little ones brings a 
realizing sense of duties shirked and left undone. Instruction 
must be given — but how? 

Dr. Allen's little book will bring help to every mother with 
growing girls, and indeed it is a book which could be placed, if 
need be, in the hands of the girl herself. In recommending such 
reading for mothers and girls, as it necessarily falls to my lot to do 
frequently, it is always to Dr. Allen's books that I turn first. There 
is a simplicity, a purity and a wholesomeness in her works that can- 
not always be found in writings on these subjects; they are the 
evident outcome of Dr. Allen's own motherhood, not only of her 
own children, but of the hundreds to whom she has been as a real 
mother. 

The book can be had on application to the Editor of the 
"News," at 25 cents per volume. 



Will readers of the "News," who know the addresses of the 
following graduates, kindly send same to the Chairman of Com- 
mittee on Statistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 248 West Seventy- 
fourth Street, New York City? 
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1875 — Beam, Kittie; Brown, Mary; Browere, Josie; Brown^ 
Mary; Chapin, Edna L.; Colby, Malvina; Crowley, Kate C; Cas- 
sidy, Kate T. ; Cilley, Eupheinia (Mrs. Pearl) ; Clarke, Grace (Mrs. 
Obert); Corbally,Mary (Mrs. Cotter) ; Coughlin, Ella ; Cowell,Ida; 
Cummings, Sarah; Callahan, Anna; Crane, Carra (Mrs. Lang); 
Erdman, Yereka; Frost, Alice L.; Frisbee, Kate; Funk, Ella; Gan- 
non, Emma; Grady, Fannie.; Geary, Mary; Gallagher, Mary; Glea- 
son, Julia; Garson,Eva; Harrington, Mary E.; Harper, Catherine; 
Hassell, Fannie E.; Harrigan, Mary; Heade, Helena; Heydom, 
Caroline; Howell, Louise; Hoffman, Sylvia; Jaroslawkie, Hulda; 
Kamak, Rachel; Keller, Emma S.; Kelly, Esther C; Knoth, 
Minnie E.; Lawrence, Emma; Lawlor, Mary E.; Lecocq, Lucy; 
Lysudecker, Barbara; Lyell, Mary; Mahoney, Mary; Michael, 
Leali; McGovem, Rose; McCabe, Rosetta; McQennan, Kate; 
Morton, Emeline A.; Neely, Sarah; Nussbaum, Rebecca; Rider, 
Ada; Schuster, Beetie (Mrs. Messner); Schmidt, Louise; Schields, 
Kate C; Sheridan, Maggie; Stuart, Eunice; Soper, Alfretta; Tay- 
lor, Maggie; Thompson, Barbara; Thomas, Clara; Torrens, Ma- 
tilda: Van Dyke, Annie; Van Wie, Beulah; Walters, Rachel; 
Wallauer, Josephine; Watson, Josephine; Ward, Mary; Weaver, 
Jennie (Mrs. Samuel Denton); Weir, Annie; Whelpley, Adelaide; 
Whitney, Hannah; Wheaton, Mary (Mrs. J. S. McWilliams); Wil- 
liams, Irene; Zetzman, Mary (Mrs. Anton Schneider). 

1877 — Armstrong. Edith; Barry, Adelaide; Bragg, Louisa; 
Brown, Mary; Butler, Mary A.; Butts, Bena; Carey, Ella F.; 
Chellborg, Ida; Cleator, Alice: Conklin. Kate; Cowen, Mary 
(Mrs. Prager): Densmorc, Florence; Devine, Amelia; Devoe, 
Emma; Drig, Rebecca: Donn, Catherine; Dugan, Agnes; Eddy, 
Adeline; Edwards, Magdeline; Erdman, Frances (Mrs. Blu- 
menthal): Foggin, Ada S. : Ford, Bella; Groth, Elizabeth; Hagan, 
Mary: Halliday, Minnie (Mrs. Robert Darber); Hanson, Belle; 
Hiscox, Eloise: Hughes, Kate: Imlay, Kate; Johnston, Barbara; 
Kauer, Emilie; Kelsch, Addie A.: Kennedy, Charlotte; Keough, 
Margaret (Mrs. Todd): Laird, Elizabeth C. (Mrs. James Smith); 
Liebers, Sarah V.: Mahoney, Maggie; Mathews, Margaret H.; 
McConville, Alice (Mrs. Frank Boyle): McCuUoch, Ida: Monck, 
Amy H.; Morris, Eva: Nicholson, Agnes W.; Pfenning, Amelia; 
Pollock, Carrie (Mrs. Solomon): Ralph, Hannah; Rassman, 
Minnie: Robert, Emily J.: Seely, Hattie E. : Smith, Delia A. 
(Mrs. Chas Harris): Smith, Margaret; Solomon, Florence: Stan- 
ley, Pauline; Stonehill, Cecelia (Mrs. Goetz): Taylor, Susie H.; 
Vallender, Mary C. (Mrs. Alexander Semelis); Ward, Rose J.; 
Wiegert, Addie; Whitley, Matilda H.; Williams, Annie (Mrs. 
McLoughlin); Wood, Carrie Olctta (Mrs. Carpenter). 
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EDITORIAL. 



We have devoted a large portion of our space this month to 
the summer work of our East Side settlement, the Normal College 
Alumnae House. It seems fitting that the September number 
should be pre-eminently a **House" number, seeing how much is 
done there during the hot months, when there is the usual break in 
the activity of other interests. With the advent of September the 
summer work of the Settlement closes, but there will be plenty of 
opportunities this winter for those who have ability in certain lines, 
and time and heart to spare. 

It is to be hoped that every member of the Alumnae will find 
something of distinct and personal interest in the Annual Report 
of the Association for 1897. Miss Florence Kip, our recently 
elected Recording Secretary, deserves much credit for the efficient 
manner in which the report was handled. We have no space here 
to quote from the valuable reports of the various committees, but 
we ask readers of the "Alumnae News" seriously to consider the 
report of Dr. Jarrett, who so ably edited the "News" for more than 
two years; the financial statement of the Treasurer, Mrs. J. Scheel, 
and the report of Miss Jessie Winterton, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee to assist the "Alumnae News.'* 

The " News " should be the voice of the Alumnae Association — to 
speak for all, and to keep each member in touch with our interests 
in public affairs, in matters educational, and with the internal and 

X&terad at the Poat Office at New York as Second Claaa Matter. 
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personal affairs of the Association. We have a power in the 
"News" and we ask you to find out whether in some way you can- 
not further its interests. 



Drawing and Painting in the 5chool-room. 



The time has gone by when it was considered that special talent 
is necessary to the ability to draw. From the results of experi- 
ments it has been proved that the child who cannot draw is the 
exception rather than the rule, and that even this exception is due 
to some physical malformation. With children drawing is not 
only nature ; it is a passion created by that thirst for expression of 
thought and feeling which prompts them impulsively to talk, to 
sing, to play. Because a boy seizes his pencil as if it were a rod of 
iron and digs great grooves in the slate in his earnestness, has one 
any right to say that he cannot draw? One should look at these 
childish efforts as a necessity in the way of advai^cement, treat the 
rude attempts as something to be turned to advantage, and con- 
sider good drawing as a possibility for all. The foundation is al- 
ready laid, the most important step, that of a beginning, an incep- 
tion, has been taken by the child himself. The desire for expres- 
sion is the strongest in his nature — let the teacher build upon this 
— lead higher, create ideals if she will, but above all furnish her 
pupils with opportunities and encouragement, and the results will 
meet every anticipation. 

There are four kinds of lessons in drawing which can be given 
with advantage weekly in every class-room. 

1st. Work with color. 

2d. Object-drawing in outline. 

2,d. Free-hand drawing leading to conventional designing. 

4th. Mechanical drawing, including map-drawing. 

With these lessons as a foundation there may be occasional 
imaginative or memory drawings, the value and development of 
which we shall see later. Every one of these divisions has an 
importance of its own, and each involves special methods of teach- 
ing, but they assist one another and have the same aim — the train- 
ing of the eye and hand and the cultivation of aesthetic tastes and 
of habits of concentrative attention. 

In considering the practical side of the subject it is well to 
begin with color work, which may be beautifully conducted by 
means of colored pencils, crayons or paints. 

Colored pencils are the simplest materials for this work. A 
dozen well-selected colors will be sufficient for each child. 
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For beginners, select some object a specimen of which may be 
4^ven to every child and which does not involve much perspective 
or complication of shading. Pull some grass by the roots, give 
each pupil one of the small plants, and having distributed some 
oblong papers somewhat larger than the specimen, ask the chil- 
dren what the photographer does first when he takes a picture. 
Elicit the word "pose" and speak of the care a good photographer 
takes to choose the best position for his subject. "This little grass 
plant is to have its picture taken to-day. Play you are photog- 
raphers and pose it on the paper where you think it would make 
the prettiest picture." Having given children the option of posing 
one must not too keenly criticise the results. Hold up one, per- 
haps, that is artistically placed and speak of its merits. The child 
who has laid his in the corner will probably of his own volition 
move it to a more advantageous position. Still, as a rule, allow 
the child to learn from experience. As great individuality is de- 
sirable in most drawing work too much criticism detracts from the 
scope of its exercise. Now have the child carefully remove the 
object to the desk on the left of the paper. "Count how many 
blades there are on your specimen, and notice how they lie. This 
spear on Kittie's points up, another points in this direction. Jessie 
has one pointing down, and — that is pretty, the one on Ruth's that 
is broken and bent back." Look about the class in this way, call- 
ing attention to various ones and having children compare with 
their own, thus showing that every blade and root must be painted 
by itself, no two alike. 

"What is the principal color you see?" "Is there any difference 
in the shades of green?" "Where light?" "Where dark?" As a 
child describes, have all look at their specimens. There will be 
some difference of opinion, an important factor to which you must 
call attention. All, however, see some light and some dark green. 
Direct the child to take the light green pencil and make all of the 
green parts that shade at first, noticing carefully while they draw, 
the size and position of each blade. 

"What other colors do you see?" "Brown?" "Yes." "Yellow?" 
"Yes." "Pink?" "Perhaps." Investigate this, have it pointed out, 
and ask if any one else sees it on the blade. "Red." "Well, a red- 
dish brown, I should say." "White." "Yes, on the roots." "A 
little black on that dry blade." "Purple"— and so on. The chil- 
dren's eyes are beginning to open in wonder. And here is a chance 
to speak of the hidden beauties of nature that we can find if we 
look close, even in the smallest and most commonplace studies. 

Teacher then directs the children to take yellow pencils and 
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add that color where they see it. Brown blades should be made 
light brown at first, and this will probably complete the plan. 
"Next take the dark-green pencil and touch the blades wherever 
you see them dark, covering the light-green." (It is better at the 
beginning not to draw distinctions between dark because of color 
and dark because of shadow, just say, "wherever you see it dark.") 
"Why are the blades so light near the roots?" "The sunshine 
could not get at them there." "Those who see pink or purple may 
add it, but as we have several shades of red and purple pencils, 
we had better try them on a separate piece of paper to see which is 
right. You will find one on your desk." (Always give child at 
beginning of the lesson a small piece of paper for trial.) The little 
people may now be busy finding the touches of dark brown. One 
child is delighted to find them on the tip of a green blade. Here 
again have child test on trial paper the correct shades. You will 
be surprised yourself to notice how various they are. Touches of 
other colors, if there be such, should now complete the work. The 
children may write their names, and, this being a lesson to de- 
velop originality, may be allowed to choose the place, size and 
color in which their names are to be written. If the children are 
old enough they may copy from the blackboard a suitable quota- 
tion, such as this one from Lowell: 

Every clod feels a stir of might. 

An instinct within it that reaches and towers 

And climbs to a soul in grass and flowers. 

As for the results there will be an interesting variety. Lucy's 
is perfection, Flora's shows signs of hasty correction, Lillie's name 
appears in vivid blue "because that is her favorite color," Nina's 
can hardly be seen, so afraid was she "of spoiling it," while Mar- 
garet has magnified width at the expense of length so that the 
leaves look like anything but grass. Do not be discouraged. 
Select those upon which you can honestly put the stamp of "good," 
even if it be only six; add a "frame" to these by ruling an inch 
margin in black pencil — this is as a reward — and pin them up 
where they will do their silent work the next day. 

Among other studies for early lessons try various bare twigs, 
heads of grain, as oats or wheat, or common wayside grasses gone 
to seed ; in fact, any object that does not have much surface cov- 
ering, this coming later, as requiring different treatment when 
using colored pencils. Nothing in nature is too mean for your 
service, nothing but what has its hidden beauties and its poetic 
allusions, so that in more ways than one may we "Consider the 

lilies of the field — ^how they grow." 

Virginia S. Kbith. 
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Normal College Alumns House. 



4,4,6 East J2d Street. 

Members of the Alumnae who had responded to appeals for 
help in carrying on the East Side summer work met at the House 
in June to make definite plans. 

The opportunities for working in this neighborhood are al- 
most without limit. Those who sought them had but to express 
a preference. 

When the meeting adjourned the House had secured teachers 
for a sewing class and a singing class, some one to attend to the 
distribution of flowers, four who promised to give weekly outings 
to parties of girls and boys, and assistants for the librarian. 

The following reports show how successful the work of these 
friends has been, and for how much the House has to thank them 
in fulfilling its purpose. 



Rower D^ys at the Alumns House. 



Two summers ago I assisted at some of the flower distribu- 
tions at the House. It required then no great sacrifice of time. 
When I undertook to superintend the work this summer I had 
no idea of the extent to which it had grown. 

As one neared the House Wednesday afternoon, one had to 
wait until a pathway could be coaxed through the crowd of wait- 
ing children. Mothers, grandmothers, sometimes grandfathers 
waited below to see Tony, or Friedrich or little Pauline come 
down the stoop with his or her bouquet. It became necessary from 
the very start to organize a sort of police from among the older 
boys, their only reward the assurance of a big bouquet. From, 
fifty to three hundred bunches have been distributed each Wed- 
nesday. The scarcity of flowers during the rainy weeks of July 
was more than compensated by the unusual abundance in August. 
Flowers came from as great a distance as Maine and arrived in 
excellent condition. 

Some attempts were made to teach the children the names of 
the commoner flowers. A few directions were also given how best 
to take care of certain flowers so that they should last, and some 
of the children triumphantly told us they had been able to save 
theirs from one Wednesday to the next. 

Some fine bunches of Creeping Charley came in one week and 
were eagerly captured when it was understood that the plant 
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would grow. Sweet clover was carried off for mother's linen 
drawer and bay for use in the kitchen. 

Sometimes large bunches were carried to the mothers in their 
homes. Our coming was always hailed with great pleasure and 
the best vases, if there were any, or if not, big pitchers were pro- 
duced for the flowers. One German showed us a bunch of glasses 
which she had preserved from last year and whch she had suc- 
ceeded in dyeing with hues most hideous. I wish she could have 
a great bunch of the naturally rich-colored grasses, such as we 
have often brought from the vineyard or seaside places. Grasses 
should be added to the flowers for next year, for these German 
women are very partial to them. 

Another woman, also German, showed us with great pride 
a beautiful pot of stone-crop which she had grown from a tiny 
little bit given to Tessie at the Kindergarten, a year ago. 

It has seemed to me, as I have watched the different distribu- 
tions on successive Wednesdays, that here was an excellent oppor- 
tunity for some one who could spare a little more time than we 
could to teach these children something, if ever so little, of na- 
ture's processes. The commonest flowers, the barest facts of 
growth, are all unknown to them, and they listen with the greatest 
interest to any facts about them. Ten or fifteen minutes a week, 
with so much material on hand, would be a great boon to these 
little ones. 

We heartily thank those who from their often far distant coun- 
try homes have remembered the House and its needs. We know 
how difficult it is to secure transportation at just the proper time 
for the flowers to reach the House on Wednesday. The continued 
thoughtfulness of a dozen good friends has made Wednesday a 
very bright spot in the summer life of East Seventy-second Street 

We thank all those who have remembered us. If cards have 
not reached them always, acknowledging their flowers, it has been 
an unintentional neglect. As far as could be ascertained, their 
names were all recorded in the Alumnae Book. 

We thank also those who have given their Wednesdays to the 
distribution of the flowers. They were the Misses Jacobi, Benja- 
min and Kornmann. 

Elizabeth Jarrett. 

Friday Night. 



Early in July we decided to keep open house every Friday 
evening during the summer. We wished particularly to attract 
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the older boys and girls of the neighborhood, who spend their 
evenings chiefly in the streets. Our first evening threatened to be 
a failure, but after that success was assured. The younger girls 
were gradually weeded out to make room for older girls and boys. 

It is easy to entertain these children. Little preparation is nec- 
essary. A potato race, a peanut hunt, the donkey game, blow-the- 
candle-out, and other games, equally simple, kept the children? 
busy and happy. No attempt at instruction was made beyond the 
observance of a few simple directions for gentle manners. A 
quiet hint that for the time being this room was my parlor, softened 
street voices, kept the chairs in proper places and did a dozen 
other things all calculated to tone down a little of the rough exu- 
berance of spirit which is the outcome of so much street life. 

We had some singing. If for lack of time we proposed to 
omit it, there was a general clamor. 

The children are sorry, indeed, that September 3d ends their 
Friday evening frolics. There are now eighteen girls and seven 
boys. If some one could spare an evening a week for these chil- 
dren, they could readily be interested. A song class, for instance. 
They sing very well and learn with great ease. A club for street 
reform. Any one who won their hearts could teach them many 
things in the way of gentle manners, quieter speech, less chewing 
gum, less quarrelling. Or even a club for simple amusements, 
games, dancing, and so on. All they need is a restraining hand 
when they become boisterous. 

We have learned many things of these children. One is their 
extreme susceptibility to the most ordinary word of kindness; 
another is their quickness at learning, and a third their great sense 
of justice. No one, by common consent, was allowed to continue 
in a game after cheating. There were many other things which 
they taught us, but there is not space to tell them now. Will some 
one take my half-tamed crowd and keep them together under the 
influence of good things until next summer? 

EUZABETH JaRRBTT. 



One Outing. 



Late in July came an invitation for half a dozen children from 
the House to spend a day at Arveme. Mrs. Cooper promised us 
"plenty of beach and plenty to eat." We hesitated in our choice 
of children, but finally decided that since, as a rule, it was the little 
children who were selected for these outings, this time we would 
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choose the big gfirls, so often left at home to keep house whilst 
mother and the little ones are off for the day. 

The day was perfect and we all met promptly at the ferry. We 
had decided to take the children by train, first, to gain more time 
at the beach, and second, to add variety to the day, for our train 
was to be met by a wagon, which would convey us to the beach. 
The wisdom of this plan was apparent, when later in the day, one 
child, in summing up, said : " WeVe been in a boat (the ferry), a 
train, a carriage, and we've walked. We've done everything to- 
day." 

We were a little doubtful as to the success of a day at a beach 
which offered none of the known attractions of Coney Island — 
no merry-go-rounds, no circus, no peanut venders, nothing but 
sky, and beach, and wave. But it seemed to me as the day sped 
along that there came to the children a new sense of pleasure, a 
sense of something quieter, more refined than usual, and yet some- 
how it was pleasant to them. At first my big girls were too dig- 
nified to discard shoes and stockings, but they soon forgot their 
dignity in mad races with the waves. Only one, about fifteen, 
preferred to follow our way of enjoying ourselves, and built her a 
back-rest in the sand and lay perfectly contented near us, listening 
to us. We decided she was enjoying herself after a fashion, in 
accordance with her sense of developing womanhood, and think- 
ing the experience good we let her alone. As we came home the 
children several times recalled what a "nice, long, quiet day" it had 
been. 

Although Master Morris Cooper was at first highly indignant 
that we had brought down no little boy for his special amusement, 
he soon decided that big girls were quite as useful, and it wasn't 
many minutes before they were all his devoted slaves. Next time 
he invites us to share his beach we shall bring him as many boys 
as he wants. There are a plenty where the girls came from. But 
we doubt if they would be as willing to trundle him round in his 
big wagon over the sands as were my motherly girls. 

Elizabeth Jarrett. 

Summer^Sewing Class. 



Miss Henrietta Brandes took charge of the Wednesday morn- 
ing class for one month. There were sometimes as many as twenty- 
two pupils, and quite a number of these showed in their work the 
result of the regular teaching in sewing. Others came whose 
little fingers had never before held a needle, and on the hot days 
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they found the said needle sticky and troublesome, and the thread 
that began its experience white soon took to itself a sombre brown. 
One child was a small incarnation of the g^enius of loafing, but 
most of the children took great pride in their work. 

Miss Martha Goldberg took charge of the class for the rest of 
•the summer. No new work was undertaken, for the time was 
short The children finished what they had begun, or made arti- 
cles which involved no new stitches. They enjoy making aprons 
suid towels and useful articles, and the teacher feels satisfied that 
she is able, for a few hours at least, to keep them from the streets, 
^vrith their little heads and hands busily occupied. 

Miss Elsie Goldberg had charge of the summer singing class 
on Tuesday mornings. The class was especially popular with the 
^rls, who ranged from mere babies to girls of twelve. The class 
numbered over fifteen, and studied about six songs, the "Black- 
smith" being undeniably the favorite. 

The work could hardly progress evenly, as there were so many 
new members each week. Sometimes the class would be almost 
entirely composed of new comers. Only one child attended every 
one of the nine lessons, yet the melodies were easily caught by the 
children. They seem naturally gifted. 

The library has done its usual amount of work, nothing very 
^ startKng as to membership or educational results, but truly a 
source of pleasure to the children of the neighborhood. And our 
friends have been good to us, for several packages of books found 
their way to our shelves, and even to the floor, for our carpenter 
was away, and books came while shelves lingered. But there will 
soon be new cases with plenty of empty shelves! 

The notice in the June "News "brought to the library two very 
able assistants: the Misses Mary Le Gallez and Jennie Titus, who 
have been very faithful in their work, and whom we are very sorry 
to lose, now that their more exacting duties call them away from 
us. Miss Eleanor Guiterman, an undergraduate, is an untiring 
worker whose services we hope to retain throughout the year. 
To these and the occasional visitor the House owes a vote of 
thanks. 

Frances Benjamin. 

Miss Ashe and Miss Hattie Stryker gave a party of boys from 
our neighborhood an outing each Saturday in July. 

They visited several parks in the upper parts of the city, gath- 
ered flowers and listened to the Saturday afternoon concerts. 

The reports of the conduct of the boys are so satisfactory that 
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we feel that their leaders possess the happy faculty of eliciting the 
best that is in boys. 

Mrs. Cohen, Miss Komman and Dr. Jarrett gave pleasant days 
to a number of girls. 



Nearly every day since July 23d one or two groups of twelve 
little children have played in the white sand in the Alumnae House 
yard, under the supervision of "Lizzie," who well deserves to be 
considered the maid of the Association. 

They had pails and shovels, a wheelbarrow and other toys. If 
they day was warm, refreshment in the way of icewater was served. 

The plants around the yard have not been disturbed, the sand 
has grown brown in the service and we read between the lines 
that "Lizzie" is quite equal to the task of managing twelve little 
ones for an hour at a time. 



The Misses Helen Milius, Florence Hirsch and Isabel Isaacs 
have devoted several Friday mornings to fifteen or twenty little 
people, whose merriment made us think of the proverb that says, 
"A merry heart docth good like a medicine." We wish all medi- 
cines were as potent. 



Fresh Air Work. 



In the summer of '96 those in charge of the little children dur- 
ing their sojourn in the country, discussed the question of beds. 
While the children were not uncomfortable, the farm house could 
not provide enough beds for such a family, but it could store a 
number in the garret during the winter. If they were in use 
eight weeks it seemed well worth the trouble, both to the farm- 
house and the kindergarten. The first one promised was in 
memory of little Tom. Others followed, some in remembrance 
of dear ones gone, and some the gift of little people whose patient 
fingers hemmed sheets and pillow slips. Twelve were asked for, 
and before spring the full number was promised. One good deed 
suggests another, and just before they were bought came news of 
a possible home nearer New York. It was then thought best to 
defer the purchase a year and save the double transportation. It 
was a disappointment to the kindergartner, but a disappointment 
that held a larger hope. 

The farm house was still open to us, and for six weeks received 
small parties. 

Through a child in the kindergarten we became acquainted 
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with a family where troubles have come in a flock. The father died 
after long illness. The eldest girl, the mother's only help in sup- 
porting the three little ones, had typhoid fever and was sent to a 
hospital, where the- little sister followed her in a few weeks. Re- 
covery was slow, and after many months she came home pale 
and weak, to take up her share of the work. The spirit in which 
an invitation to spend two weeks in the country was accepted 
showed how much it was needed. *Terhaps I shall be strong and 
can help mother when I come back. Now I can do so little." 
Her two weeks were extended to five, during three of which she 
had with her the little sister and a small brother, neither of whom 
is strong. She helped look after the children, took charge of them 
on the journeys to and from the country, and went to Jersey City 
to meet the last who returned. She has gained in weight and 
strength, and thanks from her and her mother are most sincere. 

In another home the long illness and death of the father 
brought hard times. It was necessary for the oldest girl to go to 
work, but illness had left her weak and nervous. Three weeks in 
the country has given her new energy. She is now working. Her 
two little sisters and a little brother, all of whom were in need of 
the outing, went with her. In a recent call, when they were telling 
of pleasant experiences, a wish was expressed that the mother 
might have been with them. "O, Miss," she said, "I should not 
know what to do in a strange place, but for years and years I have 
not had such a rest." And she did look rested. 

Those who have helped toward the giving of this pure air and 
needed rest may read these words of thanks, but they must ima- 
gine the hearty gratitude and earnest "God bless you" of each of 

these tired mothers. 

M. A. W. 

Echoes of the Convention. 



The fifty-second annual convention of the New York State 
Teachers' Association, which met at the College this summer, 
was undoubtedly the most successful meeting ever held by that 
association, fulfilling in every particular the promises made by our 
representatives who, at Rochester in '96, were instrumental in 
bringing the convention for the first time in its history to New 
York City. 

The early closing of the public schools made it possible for all 
of the city teachers to attend. They took advantage of the op- 
portunity and were present in larg^ numbers. 

The programme was a most varied one, and covered all phases 
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of educational thought and work, from high school to kinder- 
garten. 

Probably no section was better attended and none more closely 
followed than that which met for the joint discussion of primary 
methods and child study, under the tactful leadership of Prof. 
M. V. O'Shea and Miss Anna K. Eggleston, of Buffalo— would we 
could say of New York ! 

It is difficult to say which of the various papers read was the 
most striking, but without doubt Mrs. Ashton's paper on "Ele- 
mentary Literature and Language" made a deep impression and 
will be long remembered. Her treatment of the subject was so 
wise, so comprehensive and so thoroughly practical that it made 
one long to get back to the classroom and put her theories at once 
into practice. 

The fine exhibition of school work was, of course, the most 
prominent feature of the convention, and New York, with her two 
hundred departments, was easily first. Yet a large part of the 
New York exhibition was "skied" in the gymnasium, and with 
the thermometer soaring into the nineties, it was of necessity over- 
looked, instead of being carefully examined, as the children who 
had worked so faithfully had hoped. Of the out-of-town schools 
the beautiful exhibit from Yonkers was the subject of much favor- 
able comment and close inspection. 

Utica, with its general we-didn't-do-it-for-show air, was so 
intelligently indexed and so easy of access that it proved a favorite 
haunt for the notebook and pencil devotee. 

Altogether, the convention of '97 has left only pleasant mem- 
ories, and in our minds the unanswered question, "Why was New 
York so long without it?" 

Margarkt N. Wheaton. 



Notes and News. 



Dr. M. Augusta Requa, President of the Alumnae Association, 
and Supervisor of Physical Exercises in Public Schools, spent 
an interesting summer abroad, studying the workings of systems 
of physical culture in England and on the Continent. Dr. Requa 
visited the important schools in London, Paris, Leipsic and Stock- 
holm, and found time to hear "Parsifal" at Baireuth. 

Dr. Jenny B. Merrill, Supervisor of Public Kindergartens, 
acted as Secretary for the Kindergarten Section of the Teachers' 
Convention in this city in June. 

Miss Helen M. Sweeny, '84, has been appointed tutor in Eng- 
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lish in the Girls' High School; Miss Idelette Carpenter, '78, tutor 
in Botany. In the Mixed High School, Miss Georgiana Mendum 
formerly of Grammar School No. 18, has been appointed third 
assistant, and will teach English. Miss Elizabeth Wood, History, 
is a Normal College Graduate, as is also Miss Maude Frank. The 
full list of appointments to the High Schools is printed elsewhere 
in the "News." 

In the Manual Training Section of the Teachers' Convention, 
Miss Anita M. Earle, special teacher in sewing in the Normal 
College, read a paper on "Sewing in the Public Schools." 

One of our Alumnae School representatives. Miss Elizabeth 
A. Jacobs, Primary School No. 17, read a paper on "How Chil- 
dren May Be Interested in the Study of Leaves." Miss Jacobs' 
work lay within the special province of the Nature Study Section. 

The article on "Drawing and Painting in the Schoolroom," in 
this month's "News," is the first of a series, by Miss Virginia S. 
Keith, which promises to be of great interest and value. 



Alumnae •• At Home " in June. 



Among those present at the last "At Home" of the season were 
Mrs. Bryson, Mrs. J. Scheel, Mrs. Bunzl and her two children, 
Miss Edith Rice, Miss Betsey B. Davis and Miss Grace Beach. 
We received our tea from the hands of Miss Bruckman, and we 
have to return thanks to one of the societies for the unexpected 
treat that came to us, and which proved so acceptable on that 
warm June day, when so many good-byes were being spoken. 
Such a long summer lay ahead of us then, and now it is past; and 
presently we shall be asking each other how it was spent. Till the 
second Friday in October, then! 



Alumnae Science Class— Eighth Term. 



The Alumnae Science Committee will organize a class in Bot- 
any for the fall, under the leadership of Mrs. Northrop. There 
will be eight excursions on successive Saturdays, leaving at about 
1.30 P. M. Dues for the course : $1 .50 to members of the Associate 
Alumnae, $2.00 to all other women. 

The first excursion will take place September i8th, at Lincoln 
Park. Train leaves 155th Street and Eighth Avenue, N. Y. C. & 
H. R. R. R., Putnam Division, at 1.20 P. M. Return from Dun- 
woodie at 5.33. Fare each way, 20 cents. 

All wishing to enter the class will send dues with their names 
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and addresses to Miss A. M. Isaacs, Normal College, or Miss 
Emilie O. Long, 442 East Eighty-seventh Street 

Alice M. Isaacs, Chairman. 
September 7, 1897. 

Fifth Wild Flower 51iow. 



The Alumnae Science Class, under the auspices of the Natural 
Science Committee, will give an exhibition of wild flowers of New 
York City and the vicinity, on Thursday and Friday, September 
30th and October ist, from 3 to 6 P. M., and on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 2d, from 10 A. M. to 6 P. M., in the Calisthenium, Normal 
College. / 

An admission fee of 15 cents for adults, 10 cents for children, 
will be charged for the benefit of the Alumnae Settlement 

Public school children accompanied by their teachers admit- 
ted free. 



The Science Committee will be glad to pay expressage on any 
contributions of flowers sent to them for the exhibition. Please 
address such packages to Miss A. M. Isaacs, Normal College, and 
enclose a card with name and address of sender, so that flowers 
may be acknowledged. 

List of Appointments to tlie Higli Scliools. 



First Assistants for the Boys' High School — Dr. C.H.J. Doug- 
las, Brooklyn, N. Y., English. $3,000; C. F. Kayser, Newark, N. 
J., German and Latin, $3,000; Frank Rollins, Newtonville, Mass., 
Chemistry, $3,000. 

Second Assistants for the F>oys' High School — H. H. Bice, 
New York City, Latin and Greek; Frederick Monteser, Ethical 
Culture School. New York City, Mathematics and German; Ar- 
thur Schultze, Hoboken, N. J., Mathematics; Louis S. Syms, 
New York City, French; C. P. Vcrgauven, Ithaca, N. Y., French; 
J. J. Shephard, Decatur, 111., History ; salaries $2,000. 

Third Assistants for the Boys* High School — Oscar W. An- 
thony, Washington, D. C, Mathematics; H. R. Linville, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Zoology; P. R. Dean, Dubuque, Iowa, Physics; 
Herman Paul, New York City, German ; Harold K. Brown, New 
York City, Drawing; Emanuel Haug, Jr., Carlstadt, N. J., Physi- 
cal Training; salaries $1,500. Elizabeth A. Roche, New York 
City, Stenography ; Miss E. A. Garrigues, Akron, Ohio, English ; 
Maude Frank, Normal College '88, New York City, English; 
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Carolyn Grambo, Philadelphia, Pa., Botany; Celeste Cunning- 
ham, New York City, Music; Miss F. E. H. Flint, Catskill, N. Y., 
Latin and Greek; salaries $1,200. 

First Assistants for Girls' High School — Archibald L. Hodges, 
Worcester, Mass., Greek, $3,000; Robert H. Cornish, Morgan 
Park, 111., Physics, $3,000; Anna Van Vleck, Baltimore, Md., 
Mathematics, $2,000. 

Second Assistants for Girls' High School — ^Jessie F. Smith, 
New York City, English; Sally H. Delano, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Latin; Ida M. Metcalf, Boston, Mass., History; Elizabeth C. 
Wood, Normal College, New York City, History; Anna Koch, 
New York City, German; Clara Seidensticker, Philadelphia, Pa., 
German; salaries $1,800. 

Third Assistants for Girls' High School — ^John D. Haney, New 
York City, English; Helen M. Sweeny, New York City, English; 
Celia Ford, Syracuse, N. Y., Latin; Grace A. Bruce, Chelsea, 
Mass., Mathematics; Frances A. Beckwith, Vassar College, His- 
tory; Adele M. Woodward, New York City, French; Idelette 
Carpenter, New York City, Botany; Marie L. Minor, Westport, 
Conn., Zoology ; Dr. Frieda E. Lippert, New York City, Physiol- 
ogy; Josephine Beiderhase, New York City, Physical Training; 
Anna C. Blenker, Brooklyn, Drawing; Mary V. Linden, New 
York City, Stenography; salaries $1,200. 

First Assistants for the Mixed High School — E. W. Sampson, 
Newtonville, Mass., Phy. Geography, $3,000; G. J. Smith, High 
School, Denver, Col., English, $3,000; Josie A. Davis, Newton- 
ville, Mass., Latin, $2,000. 

Second Assistants for Mixed High School — Edward Althaus, 
New York City, German, $2,000; G. S. Blakely. Cambridge, 
Mass., English; John H. Denbigh, Brooklyn, Mathematics; M. 
D. Sohon, Brooklyn, Chemistry; Abby B. Bates, Leetonia, Ohio, 
History; Eliz. H. du Bois, Sage College, Ithaca, Latin; salaries 
$1,800. 

Third Assistants for Mixed High School — Charles L. N. Reed, 
Cambridge, Mass., History, $1,500: Henry R. Pyne, Washington, 
D. C, Greek, $1,500; Irving A. Heikes. Plymouth, Penn., Mathe- 
matics, $1,500; James E. Peabody, Cambridge, Mass., Physiology, 
$1,500; Marie L. Bevier, New York City, Botany; Jennie Ack- 
erly, Derby, Conn., Mathematics; Emily Faber, Mt. Vernon, N. 
Y., French; Marie P. Lippert, Ogontz School, Phoenixville. Pa., 
German; Georgiana Mendum, New York City, English; Mary 
C. Freeston, Boston, Mass., Physical Training; Dela P. Mussey, 
Central High School, Washington. D. C, Drawing; Harriet K. 
Smith, New York City, Stenography; salaries $1,200. 



16 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

Will the readers of the "News" who know the addresses of 
the following graduates kindly send same to the Chairman of 
Committee on Statistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 248 West Sev- 
enty-fourth Street, New York City? 

Class of 1879. — Emma Bell, Ettie Birkins, Mary H. Bliss, Ella 
Brady, Harriet M. Briggs, Mary Brull, Cora Buchanan, Sophie 
Busselle, Maria Cameron, Julia F. Carroll, Eliz. Clarke, Nellie 
L. Cole, Edith Collyer, Adelaide Connor, Jessie C. Corbit (Mrs. 
Curtis), Josie Crocheron, Mary Cunningham, Lizzie Davidson, 
Delphyr Davis, Julia Earle, Sarah Einstein, Ella C. Earl (Mrs. 
Tate), Lavinia Emminger, Katharine Ely, Minnie A. Ferguson, 
Jennie Gass (Mrs. Robert Doming), Blanche A. Glatz, Hulda 
Goodman, Lizzie C.Gregory, Mary E. Gwynne, Eliz. A. B. Hardy, 
Frances Harrington, Lillian Harris, Ida Hayes, Mary Hayes, 
Mary Heims, Agnes Home, Harriet Horton, Mary Hough, Jessie 
Hume, Kate Hutchison, Mary Irving, Deborah Jewett, Anna 
Kary, Mary Kelly, Mary S. Kennedy, Margaret Kerr, Susan 
Knipe, Leontine Krausz, Rosamond Lederer, Julia H. Lurch, 
Juliette Lyon, Fannie Marcus, Maude Martin, Laura Massey, 
Henrietta McCready, Mary McGill, Estelle Mclntyre (Mrs. Stu- 
art), Mary McKeag, Susie McManus, Dora Mettel, Rose Meyers, 
Martha Miller, Annie Mitchell, Frances Morgan (Mrs. George 
Stone), Minna Newman, Nellie Norton, Theodora Norton, An- 
nie O'Neill, Mary Panick, Rachel Paulsen, Annie Potter, Ger- 
trude Praeger (Mrs. Kalmus), Annie Prescott, Josie Ramsey, 
Caro Rich, Jeannie Robertson, Isabella Rose, Mary Scouler, 
Lizzie Seiler, Josie Sherwood, Isabella Smith, Martha Smith, 
Carrie Stevens, Annie Sturtevant, Mary Sundmacher, Ella Swan- 
ton, Annie Taylor, Mary E. Taylor, Edith Teed, Eloise Thomas, 
Rose A. Trench (Mrs. Baker), Louise Vanier, Bertha Zimmer- 

mann. 

1884. — Esther Aaron (Mrs. Rosenfeld), Florence Ashby, Ma- 
tilda Baruc, Minnie Bell (Mrs. Alex. Irving), Caroline Bisland, 
Kate Clancey, Mary F. Clifford, Mabel Collard, Kate F. Cha- 
toney, Adele L. Detriller (Mrs. Priess), Lelia Dotson, Emma 
Davidson, Carrie Fritsch, Mary B. Hanna, Henrietta Harris (Mrs. 
L. L. Hayman), Kate B. Harris, Leralyon Horton, Eleanor 
Hughes, Delia Jerome (Mrs. Bernstein), Martha Jordan, Eu- 
phemia I^freta, Hannah Lindberg, Josephine Lindeau (Mrs. 
Harry Perkins), Hattie J. Lloyd, Bertha M. Mangels, Johanna 
Mayer, Theresa G. McNamara, Annie E. McCabe (Mrs. McDon- 
ald), Amy E. Mellville, Kate E. Moore, Viola C. Murdock, Annie 
Myers, Hattie Peterson, Louise Riedel, Hannah Rosenthal, 
Amelia Radley, Elizabeth Traphagan (Mrs. George Hill), Char- 
lotte Van Cauteren, Charlotte Warner, Ella P. Wickes (Mrs. 
Frank Maxwell), Kate Wilson, Eleanor Wood, Margaret Young. 
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EDITORIAL. 



With October comes the fall reunion of our Alumnae — the 
gathering of the members of the Association, at the beginning 
of another winter. This promises to be a stirring autumn, and 
the coming year one of many changes, political and educational. 
New ideas are abroad; and new plans, as yet chaotic, will grad- 
ually settle themselves, we hope for the best good of all. 

We, too, change, and for the best good, it must be. The 
Alumnse Association gains in numbers, and grows in serviceable 
power from year to year, a strong bond of kindred interests, of 
common activity in all possible directions, and of consistent 
loyalty to the Alma Mater. 

The Art Committee of the Public Education Association of 
this city, has made an interesting experiment in aesthetics, in 
decorating the walls of Primary School No. 25, 180 Wooster 
street, with good pictures and the charming ivory-tinted plaster 
casts. 

Framed studies in color of flowers and our native birds arc 
distributed throughout the class-rooms on the lower floors. But 
the top floor, where is located the assembly-room, is distinctlv 
fine. The walls are ivory-tinted. The principal's platform is 
really a square room, set back above the level of the main room 
two steps, and delightful with its brown polished floor, and large 

Btttered at the Post Office at New York as Second CVa^ MaXlet. 
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table, on which are set great green-leaved plants, and ferns in blue 
and white jars.. 

There are the familiar portraits of Washington and Lincoln 
on the walls of this square space; the beautiful and famous 
mosque-tower at Cordova, and copies of the Angels from Michael 
Angelo's frescoes in the sacristy at St. Peter's. The plaster 
casts are Delia Robbia's Singing Boys. In the main room hang 
very large lithographic copies — ^the rich brown-tinted reproduc- 
tions we have come to value so much of late years — perhaps 
4 X 6 in size, of Diana and the Deer, Van Eyck's St. Cecilia, the 
Natural Bridge, Virginia, and the great sculptured "Athenian 
Lion." Ivy is trained in the windows, and there are more ''Sing- 
ing Boys*' and a cast of the **Horses and Riders" from the frieze 
of the Parthenon. 

But the best of all was the class-room, where hung animal 
studies, large lithograph copies of Landseer's Stag's Head, 
the humble goat and donkey, the lion and tiger, while 
above the blackboard, in gentle contrast, bloomed a veritable 
garden of colored studies 

"All among the gardens, auriculas, anemones. 
Roses and lilies, and Canterbury bells." 

These are simple enough; but what will be the psychological 
effect of the "Old Masters" on the children of that mixed popula- 
tion — French, Italian, Irish, American and negro— of the tene- 
ment-house district that surrounds our beautiful old Washing- 
ton Square? It would be interesting to know what the children 
think of St. Cecilia and the Angels and the Lion of the Piraeus! 



Qood Words from Boston. 



The following extracts are from a letter written to Dr. Mer- 
rill by Miss Emilie Poulsson, the new editor of the "Kindergarten 
Review." Miss Poulsson is the well-known author of "Finger 
Plays" and "In the Child's World." These exceedingly helpful 
and suggestive books have endeared her to kindergartners, pri- 
mary teachers and mothers. 

Miss Poulsson writes: 

"We enjoyed the 'Alumnae News' very much, and should be 
delighted to repeat Mrs. Northrop's 'What the buds can tell 
us.' How would the 'News' like to exchange with the 'Review'? 
And may we take selections from the 'News' without asking? I 
hope that your sanction can make it right for us this time, for we 
could not resist Miss Wells' dear little bit on The kindergarten 
children before the kindergarten opens.' We have called it 'Before 
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Nine 0*Clock at Alumnae House/ and credited it to Miss Welis 
and to the N. Y. C. *Alumnae News/ What a beautiful thin^ 
Alumnae House is. I am so glad to know more about it. When 
I come to New York I shall hope to see it." 



Normal College Alumnae House. 

4.4.6 East J2d Street, 



OCTOBER. 

Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Mondays — Library, 3 to 5 and 7:30 to 8. 

Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Wednesdays — Sewing-class, 3:30 to 5. 

Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Thursdays — Calisthenic class, 8 to 9. 

Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Fridays — Boys' Club, 7:30 to 8:30. 

Mothers' meeting, October 5th, at 3:30. 

Meeting of Settlement Committee, October 13th, 3:30. 



Wanted at Alumnae House. 



A leader for another calisthenic class. 
Six more leaders for boys' clubs. 
A leader for an evening singing class. 
Leaders for girls' clubs. 
Some one for the doll's class. 

Leaders for several cooking classes, both afternoon and 
evening. 

For the Kindergarten, a clock that strikes. 



Among the good things that find their way to the Alumnae 
House is "The Commons," "a monthly record devoted to aspects 
of life and labor from the social settlement point of view." It is 
the organ of the Chicago Commons.* 

Perhaps nothing could give a better idea of the worth of this 
publication and its power to inspire and to g^ide those actively 
interested in settlement work than some of its own words. 

In a house circular, Graham Taylor, warden of Chicago 
Commons, writes: 

"So we called our household and its homestead The Com- 



• •^Tlw CorttnoMb" edited by John P. Oant, 140 North Union Street, Chice^o^rtX. 
8tt1»erl|itloii price ^oents A jbat. 
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mons/ in hope that it might be a common center where friend- 
ship, neighborship and fellow-citizenship might form the personal 
bonds of that social unification which alone can save our Amen- 
can democracy from disruption, cloven as it is under the in- 
creasing social stress and strain, and where that brotherhood of 
which we talk and sing may be more practically lived out and 
inwrought." 

In an article entitled, "An Appreciation," Percy Alden, Mans- 
field House, London, gives this character sketch of Graham 
Taylor: 

"He never talks without acting, doing, working for the end 
he has in view, and it is the same end all through, whether he is 
lecturing, preaching, or organizing ^t the Commons. The one 
object is to educate the civic conscience, to establish better social 
conditions, to make it easier for people to live the true, pure life. 

"If the warden of Chicago Commons had been an ambitious 
man he might have attained to almost any position of honor — 
or dishonor — that the world had to offer. The sacrifice he has 
made, both financially and socially, in going and living in the 
Seventeenth Ward of Chicago, amongst a population of Scandi- 
navians, Italians and Poles, is hardly regarded by him. He would 
not call it a sacrifice, rather he would speak of himself as the 
gainer by the transaction. And in one sense, to have come into 
contact with the great throbbing, suffering heart of the people, 
to have been able in some measure to understand and to help, is 
a real gain. For out of this comes a fuller life." 

An article on "The Missing Factor" ends thus: 

"Oh, you foolish ones who think yourselves commissioned 
to teach the poor who know often quite as much about life and its 
truths as you do, why will you not learn that it is an infinitely 
precious thing and an infinitely hard thing to help your fellow- 
men? Why will you try to save those whom you call *the lost' 
by some cheap and easy way of hanging out signs and opening 
halls and talk — preaching to men and women of whose life- 
problems you know nothing? It is easy to talk of love and 
religion, but it is hard to do and be love and religion. And whete 
the easy way of mere talk fails the hard and loving way of being 
always succeeds in the end." 



A group of fou^een boys — ^twenty, it will be, later — meet 
Miss Byrnes on Friday evenings. 

Their eyes are eager, and they are almost painfully quiet, as 
they listen to the story of Sir Richard Grenville, one of the "grand 
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old adventurers" of the Elizabethan time, who, with his one little 
ship, and his few English sailors, defied the fifty-three stately 
galleons of Spain. 

Tennyson's Ballad of the Fleet is not one whit beyond them. 
Their hearts are all with "the little Revenge" as she runs down 
that "long sea-lane" between the great ships, and a breathless 
silence expresses the best kind of appreciation of that stirring 
fight 

"Of the one and the fifty-three!" 

Meanwhile, on the steps outside, has gathered a motley as- 
sembly of discontent. They ring the bell. 

"Can't we come in?" 

"When's there going. to be Friday nights again?" 

"Taint fair!" 

Once a deputy from these envious outsiders climbed to the 
window-sill, thrust his head into the room and spelled solemnly, 
and in a voice of remarkable carrying power, "c-a-t — cat!" — 
evidently in derision of the literary tendencies of the group within 
doors! Only the leader appreciated the fine touch of sarcasm. 
The boys ignored it altogether. 

Is any one ready to lessen the discontent by inviting some of 
the door-step boys to come in to a similar good time? There 
is room for three such "clubs" simultaneously. 

Dr. Jarrett's appeal for a successor has its response. Miss 
Willing will continue the work with the girls as a calisthenic 
class. There are girls enough still to supply two more such 
classes. 



Federation Notes. 



The third annual convention of the New York State Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs is to be held at Syracuse on November 
loth, nth and 12th. 

The three morning sessions are to be devoted to the trans- 
action of business, and only accredited delegates will be admitted, 
but all are welcome to the afternoon sessions. 

The aim of the management is to make the Federation of 
practical service to club women, and the subjects for the afternoon 
sessions have been chosen with this object in view. 

They are a parliamentary drill, a lecture on current topics and 
how best to acquire a knowledge of the events of the day, a talk 
on household economies by Dr. Mary Green, and other subjects 
equally practical, presented by women whose specialty they are. 

An exhibition of books, caleYidars, photographs, mottoes, em- 
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blems, pictures of clubhouses and the like is to be held, and club 
women throughout the State are urged' to contribute. 

The most important business to be discussed by the conven- 
tion is the report of the committee appointed to revise the consti- 
tution. 

This committee is made up of Mrs. John I. Northrop, of the 
Associate Alumnae of the Normal College of the City of New 
York, as Chairman; Mrs. E. H. Walworth, of the Greater Sara- 
toga Club, Saratoga, N. Y. ; Mrs. A. H. Wing, Brooklyn Women's 
Club, Brooklyn, L. I.; Mrs. M. McCuUough, Plalo Club, New 
York City, and Mrs. J. F. Trow, Tuesday Club, Yonkers, N. Y. 

C. W. T. 



Drawing: and Painting in the Schoolroom — 11. 



The next work with colored pencils should be a study of 
surface covering. The treasures that the autumn winds bring 
fluttering down from the flaming trees are ours without asking, 
and nothing could be more to the purpose. We gather bunches 
of several varieties, enough of each for a class, and hasten home 
anxious to try our own skill in reproducing the brilliant colors 
of the sumach and maple, the subdued but exquisite tints of the 
elm or the brown of the oak. 

These studies will be very useful. They may be shown in the 
class-room, and passed around while the children are making 
similar ones, thus giving much inspiration and assistance to the 
class. It is really necessary for the teacher to previously work 
upon the study she intends for a lesson, as she is thus enabled to 
direct with clearness the various steps, to anticipate difficulties 
and to be in thorough sympathy with the subject; for without 
such feeling no lesson of this kind can be a success. 

The specimens of leaves gathered should be ironed between 
blotters with a hot iron, to preserve their colors. 

Select leaves for your lesson according to the ability of the 
class in object-drawing, those without lobes being, of course, 
the simplest. Assuming that the cla^s is advanced enough to 
draw the outline of a maple leaf, direct the children to pose the 
model and then remove it to the left as in the preceding lesson. 
With the lightest color seen on the leaf, let them make a fine 
line to represent the stem and midrib, in the position in which 
they see it. The other principal veins are added in the same 
way. Dots may be placed for the points of the lobes, and an out- 
line faintly drawn in the same light color. The veins and stems 
may now be given their true color, and the surface of the leaf 
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worked up in sections, that is, in the spaces between the veins, 
beginning with those on the left center rib. To do this, the 
children should hold the pencils far from the point, and with rapid 
but light oblique strokes lay a tint of the lightest color seen all 
over the section on which they are working. Take the next 
darker color and cover the first tint except in those places wher^ 
the lighter color is seen. 

Show the children as no erasure is permissible they must ex- 
amine very closely while working and be careful to leave the light 
places exactly as they are on the specimen. The second tint 
should be applied over the first one, but the strokes should be 
opposite in direction. The darker shades in order are now laid 
on, and the children are ready for the adjoining section. 

Often the pencils will not be exactly the shade desired, but 
another tint or color applied over this will usually correct it. It 
is possible to make almost exact reproductions of autumn leaves 
or other brilliantly colored objects with these pencils, and the 
work, besides being beautiful, has the merit of being easy, and 
especially adapted to young children. 

Care should be taken to use the right side of the paper, that 
is, the side without a grain, or the tints will not apply smoothly. 

It is scarcely necessary to speak of the fund of poetry that 
may add a finer sentiment to these lessons on leaves. The chil- 
dren may hear, while they work, selections from Bryant's "Au- 
tumn Woods" and Longfellow's "Autumn." Let them spend 
this hour with nature in the company of the poets. 

If desired, colored chalks or crayons may be used in place 
of pencils, and the method is practically the same except in sur 
face covering, when the chalk should be applied very lightly and 
afterwards rubbed smooth with the finger. 

Let advancement in this work be on the lines of neatness and 
truth to nature. Be always on the alert to encourage and to put 
in a helpful stroke, for you will find many children who need 
"to see with another's eyes" just for once. When words fail of 
effect it is well to try the plan of showing how. 

Virginia S. Keith. 

Alumnie Shakespeare and Literature Class — Ninth Term. 



Miss Helen Gray Cone will direct a course of ten lessons on 
Shakespeare — "A comparative study of Richard II, and first 
and second parts of Henry IV, showing the graceful formalism 
of Shakespeare's early work, as compared with the greater ease 
of his next stage, and the admission of fictitious characters and 
the comedy spirit into the historical play. In this plan a good 
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deal of attention would be given to Falstaff, as Shakespeare's most 

famous figure of comedy. 

Dates of Lessons — Mondays, from October 25th, 1897, Id 

March 21st, 1898. 

The class will meet as before, in the Alumnae Library, from 

4 to 5 o'clock. 

Dues for the course: $1.50 to members of the Associate 

Alumnae, $2 to all others- 
All desiring to join the class must register in person or bv 

mail, and pay dues on or before October isth. 



Alumnie Science Class, Eisrhth Term — Field Days, Autumn, 

18^. 



1. Saturday, September i8th. — Lincoln Park. Walk to Dun- 
woodie. 

2. Saturday, September 2Sth. — Corona, Long Island. 

3. Wednesday, September 29th. — Mosholu. Walk to Van 
Cortlandt. To collect for Flower Show. Flower Show, Sep- 
tember 30th, October ist and 2d, Library Normal College. 

4. Saturday, October 2d. — Fort Lee. 

5. Saturday, October 9th. — Mount Vernon. 

6. Saturday, October i6th. — Nepperhan. 

7. Saturday, October 23d. — Bronxville. 

8. Saturday, October 30th. — Van Cortlandt. Walk in Bed- 
ford Park. 

9. Saturday, November 6th. — Woodlawn. 

There will be no excursion in case of a stormv dav. 

Child-Study. 



The Child Study Association of the Alumnae will continue 
its work this year under the directorship of Dr. Emily L Conant. 
The meetings will be held as usual on the first Thursday in every 
month, beginning November 4th. All are welcome to attend. 
Dr. Edgar D. Shimer has kindly consented to address one of 
these meetings, and we hope to hear also, during the year, from 
Dr. Franz Boas, Miss Alice C. Fletcher, of Harvard; Dr. Mar- 
garet B. Wilson, of the Normal College, and Miss Sarah E. 
Newman. 

The business meetings of the committee for the collection and 
study of data will be held on the second Tuesday of each month, 
as heretofore. Although Dr. Jenny B. Merrill has resigned the 
chairmanship of the Association, she still intends to give it her 
active support. 
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Alumnie Notes and News. 



The annual fall reunion of the Associate Alumnae of the Nor- 
mal College will be held in the chapel, October i6th. We will 
have the pleasure of hearing Chancellor McCracken, of the New 
York University, who has consented to address the Alumnae 
Association on that occasion. 

An account of the Flower Show, given in the Alumnae Li- 
brary, under the auspices of the Natural Science Committee, will 
appear in the November "News." 

The Teachers' Association is going to give a course of lectures 
on Zoology, Botany and Mineralogy for the benefit of the 
teachers. Mrs. John I. Northrop has promised to give the 
second course, which begins October nth. The lectures will be 
reported in the "News," and many of our readers may find them 
helpful. Mrs. Northrop has promised a paper on "Fruits," in 
continuation of her charming series of last year. 

At the request of one of the Assistant Superintendents of the 
Board of Education, Mrs. Northrop was present at the Natural 
Science Section of the Teachers' Convention, and spoke a few mo- 
ments on the subject of "Nature Material in the Class-room." 
At the close of the meeting it was unanimously voted to make the 
"Nature Study Section" a permanent section, and Mrs. Northrop, 
though not a member of the Teachers' Association, was elected 
Chairman. Miss Marie L. Sanial, an Alumna, and a member of 
the Science Committee, was made Secretary. 

Miss A. Minnie Herts, who did such excellent work for 
Alumnae House at its inception, and was a most efficient chair- 
man of the "Little Housekeepers" for two years, has returned 
from abroad, where she has been spending the last three years. 
Miss Herts will again be an active member of the Executive Sec- 
tion of the Alumnae Settlement Committee. 

Miss Katherine D. Blake has been appointed Principal of 
the Evening High School for Women. 

The scheme of the Evening High School was perfected just 
before vacation, and School No. 50, in East Twentieth street, was 
set apart for its uses. Miss Blake has been on duty nightly, 
receiving applications from prospective students and examining 
them as to their qualifications. The school was formally opened 
last Monday. Superintendent Jasper and several members of 
the Board of Education attended the opening exercises. There 
were nearly 300 pupils on register. 

The course of studv is the same as that laid down for the 
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Boys' High School, and will include Latin, French, Spanish, 
German, higher arithmetic, algebra, geometry and trigonometry, 
bookkeeping, higher English grammar, rhetoric and composi- 
tion, political science and American history, literature and oratory, 
phonography, anatomy, physiology, and architectural, mechanical 
and free-hand drawing. 

A class for almost any other course of study will be established 
if a petition for it sigfned by twenty-five names of scholars inter- 
ested be presented to the Evening School Committee of the Board 
of Superintendents. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Will any members of the Alumnae, who are willing to serve 
on the Committee to assist the "Alumnae News," communicate 
with Miss Jessie Winterton, ii8 West Seventy-fifth street, or 
with the editor? Or see any member of the staff personally on 
the day of the reunion, October i6th? 

Notices will be posted in the chapel on the i6th as to where 
subscriptions to the "News" may be received. Copies of Sep- 
tember and October numbers will also be on sale. 

MSS. submitted to the "Alumnae News" will be welcomed and 
carefully read. Articles for the "News" need not necessarily be 
of an educational nature, though such are valuable to us. The 
range of alumnae interests is wide, and we hope. to represent all. 



Reviews. 



The Teachers' Institute contains some good things for Octo- 
ber: "Child-life in Holland," "Study of the Bee," "A Window- 
Garden in School," etc., etc. 

The New York "Teachers' Quarterly" contains a fine photo- 
graph of President Hunter as frontispiece. There are interesting 
articles by Dr. Shimer, Clarence E. Meleny, E. W. Stitt, Miss 
Cremins and others. 



Law Lectures to Women. 



New York University^ Washing to7i Square. 



The lecturer will be Professor Isaac Franklin Russell, D. C. L., 
LL. D., and the assistant lecturers in charge of evening class: 
Mrs. Melle Stanleyetta Titus- Werner, LL. B., Miss Florence Lau- 
terbach, LL. B., Miss Anita Hetherington Haggerty, LL. M., 
Miss Isabella Mary Pettus, LL. B. 
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These courses are framed to meet the wants of business women 
and women in private life who desire familiarity with the existing 
law, either for practical purposes to assist their judgment as liti- 
gants, witnesses and custodians of trust estates, or as a higher 
study for their mental development. They also furnish prepara- 
tion for entrance upon the professional study of the law, with a 
view to active practice at the bar. 

Four courses of lectures on law will be given during the winter 
of 1897-98. 

Course I begins Monday, October 25, 1897. — General Juris- 
prudence, International Law and Constitutional Law. 

Course II begins Monday, November 22, 1897. — Historical 
Jurisprudence, Domestic Relations, Wills and Administration. 

Course III begins Monday, January 3, 1898. — The Law of 
Contracts, Agency, Sale, Partnership, Commercial Paper, Insur- 
ance, Shipping. 

Course IV begins Monday, January 31, 1898. — The Law of 
Real Property, Torts, Equity, Pleading, Evidence, Procedure, 
Courts and their Jurisdiction, Crimes and their Punishment. 

No examination is necessary for admission to the class. 

Hours. — There are three lectures weekly — Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday. There are two classes — a morning class, meeting 
at eleven o'clock, and an evening class, meeting at eight o'clock. 
Students are free to elect to attend either of these classes, and may 
occasionally attend either or both, as may suit their convenience. 
Professor Russell will meet the morning class for all four courses. 

Reviews, Examinations and Certificate. — Eight days will be 
devoted to review in preparation for examination. Professor Rus- 
sell will meet both classes in this exercise. 

No student need take the examination, but the Chancellor's 
certificate will be awarded only to those who pass a strict final 
examination. This certificate will be publicly conferred at the 
closing exercises to be held in the month of April, 1898. 

Method of Instruction. — The method of instruction is strictly 
academic. A quiz is held at the opening of the hour, in which 
volunteers only are expected to participate. Any legal question 
that may be proposed will be discussed by the lecturer as fully 
as time will permit. 

Scholarships. — ^There are ten entirely free and twenty half- 
free scholarships, which may be obtained by applicants who will 
attend the four courses and cannot afford to pay the fees. 

Prize Scholarship. — A prize scholarship, valued at $200, in 
the form of two years' free tuition in the University Law School, 
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will be awarded to the student who passes the best examination 
for the Chancellor's certificate. 

This scholarship has twice been awarded to Normal College 
graduates, in 1893 to Mrs. Mary M. Lilly, '76, and in 1897 to Miss 
Isabelle Torrens Alexander, M. A., '92 (Mrs. W. H. Robey, Jr.). 

Rooms and Library. — The lecture-rooms and library of the 
University Law School are open to the use of the students of the 
woman's class. 

For circulars and further particulars apply to Professor Isaac 
Franklin Russell, 120 Broadway, New York City. 



We quote from the "Altruist'' of July, 1897, some interesting 
ideas on the subject of using the school-building as a social 
center: 

"The idea of using the elementary school buildings out of 
school hours has proved most successful in England, and has 
developed to such an extent that in London and other large cities 
a boy can now find healthful recreation for mind and body in the 
room and playground, which were once open to him only for his 
daily quantum of learning, and orthodox sandwich of play. 
When, having passed the sixth or seventh standard, he is pre- 
maturely taken from school, he can continue his studies in the 
evenings or profitably employ his leisure under the inspiration 
of his old surroundings and teacher. In many villages, too, the 
school has long been put to social uses. Sometimes for higher 
work, sometimes for boys' clubs, village bands, the meetings and 
diversions of the ubiquitous Girls' Friendly Society, concerts, 
guilds, lectures, glee clubs, wood carving, or, more recently, 
technical instruction. 

"The reason the boarding school finds such favor in England 
is because of the influence it has upon the whole nature of its 
alumni, and any one who knows England's great public schools 
recognizes that that influence is obtained outside the regular 
school hours. It is in the playfields, swimming-bath, the social 
functions, the library, the debate, the gymnasium, that the edu- 
cator meets the real boy, and teaches him how to digest the raw 
material thrust into his system in the classroom, so as to produce 
that culture which is the only real benefit education has to offer. 

"The same power may be gained in the day school, where its 
doors are opened, and it is made a center of social life. It has 
been successfully tried in England? Why not in America? 

"A report reaches us of an experiment now being tried at 
Evanston, 111. Here, in connection with the school, have been 
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Started a reading-room, gymnasium, two boys' clubs, sewing 
classes, and a woman's club, to which a military company and a 
workshop will soon ' be added. So far each effort has been 
received with much enthusiasm and cordial support, and the 
whole scheme seems likely to become a great and ever-growing 
power for good. 

**The school board showed at first some hesitancy in per- 
mitting the use of the building for extraneous purposes, but 
wisely decided that the proposals were educational in the highesi 
and truest sense, and finally assumed all additional expenses 
incurred by such use. 

**The experiment is now in full working order, and should 
be watched with the greatest interest, and, if its fair promise is 
fulfilled, there can be little doubt as to the advisability of imitation. 
The immense importance of teaching the young how profitably 
to employ their leisure is universally recognized, and the school 
seems to be an ideal center for this and other forms of altruistic 
work, both practically, on account of the facilities oflFered by its 
buildings, and sentimentally, because of the great work which 
should there be carried on." 



This year the Committee on Child Study will continue to fol- 
low the development of the child along many lines. 

At the last meeting the following list of topics was prepared 
for work during the summer, each member being requested to 
make accurate and careful observations and present them at the 
Round Table in the fall. 



List of Topics. 

I. — Children's Mistakes in Pronunciation. 

2. — Children's Mistakes in Grammatical Construction. 

3. — Children's Preference in Stories. 

4. — Deception on the Part of the Child. 

5. — Children's Ideas of Nature. 

6. — Power of Attention. 

7. — Development of the Power of Interrogation. 

8. — Development of the Religious Idea in the Child. 

Any member of the Association desirine to join the Round 
Table next year will kindly send her name and address to the 
Chairman, Dr. E. Ida Conant, 42 West Forty-eighth Street, City. 
The meetings will probably be held in the morning. 
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Statistics. 



Will those readers of the **News*' who know the addresses of 
the following graduates kindly send the same to the Chairman 
of the Committee on Statistics, Blanche H. Arnold, 447 West 
End avenue, New York City. 

Class of 1880— Annie Blauvelt, Mary Burke, Augusta Billen- 
stein, Emily Brennan, Ida Carlisle, Mary V. Callan, Irene Cham- 
bers, Ella Coons, Margaret Crowe, Marie Carart (Mrs. Richard 
Hughes), Emily J. Cornish (Mrs. Redfem), Fannie W. Corwm, 
Joanna Craemer (Mrs. Wolf), Nellie Qay, Lilie W. Cohen, Ida 
Cavanagh, Annie Croco, Elizabeth Coombe, Helen Darry, Annie 
De Lau, Laura A. Douglas, Kate A. Doran, Mary A. Fall, Annie 
M. Finnegan, Emma Fennell (Mrs. Wm. Spear), Fannie Gard- 
ner, Kittie Gibson, Helena Gillespie, Jennie Gitsky, ICate V. 
Hagan, Mary E. Hayden, Lizzie Haverty, M. A. Housten, Jen- 
nie Hitchcock, Rachel Hellman, Louise S. Halladay, Elizabeth 
Harris (Mrs. Lawton), Gertrude Johnson, Carrie Kelsch. Agnes 
King (Mrs. Fitzgerald), Mary I. Lawlor, Annie Lynch, Mamie 
Laird, Susie Law, Augusta Leay craft, Mary I. Lane, Annie Levy, 
Anna Lycett, Harriet E. Lyman, Jennie McGraw, Qara Matson, 
Sarah Mason, Frances Molina, Myra Montfort, Alice Mather, 
Amelia Magenheimer, Emeline McNally, Mary E. Murphy, 
Lillie Nathan, Cordelia Norton, Nellie Nugent, Jennie Neely, 
Estelle Newman, Emily Noble, Ellen O'Brien, Caroline O'Don- 
nell, Nellie O'Neil, Martha Palm, Kathleen Peoples, Adelaide 
Ryan, Mary Reid, Lucretia Recio, Greta Ruth, Amelia Rullman, 
Fannie Reynolds, Evelyn Reed, Clara Rechter, Ada L. Sutton 
(Mrs. Saalfield), Bella Schwartz, Alice Spear, Belle Seaman, Irene 
Searle, Ella Shaughnessy, Emma Sibler, Jessica Snow, Fannie 
Swift, Mary Smith, Sarah Sloane, Helene Toal, Annie Tutler, 
Kate Tute, Annie Voss, Margaret Valentine, Pauline Van Cau- 
teren, Amy Veit, Annie Whitney, Mary Wooley, Matilda Weben- 
dorfer, Ellen Wasdell, Theodosia Wygant, Albina Weber, Eliza- 
ebth M. Wright, Adeline Young. 

Class of 1883 — Sarah Adams, Amelia Adler, Sophie A. Baird, 
Harriet L. Brockway, Mary A. Bergin, Lillian J. Bown, Grace 
Burgemeister, Kate J. Carl, Elizabeth J. Cochrane, Mary Collins, 
Josie Crowther, Adele A. Deming, Eva Drumgold, Fannie A. 
Ellis, Celia Ehrlich, Alice Elliott, Leonora Franke, Jennie Fezan- 
die, Henrietta Friedman, Esther E. Covers, Gertrude S. Gamble, 
Hannah K. Herrick, Emilie H. Handte, Emma J. Hunter, Carrie 
R. Haynes, Sarah A. Jordan, Lucy A. Kirkham, Doris A. Keefer, 
Carrie Keller, Rose Landan, Ida B. Loeb, Annie L. Moack. 
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Margaret McGrath, Regina F. Millar, Josephine E. Marshall, 
Justine E. Marshall, Rosa Mayer, Elizabeth G. McGowan, Hester 
A. Meredith, Nellie T. Nuttall, Rose Nathan (Mrs. Josephs), 
Helen Nagle, Lucine N. Osbom, Hazletta F. Patterson, Emily 
E. Parsons, Hannah Robinson, Mary G. Renn, Ida Silverthau, 
Anna A. Snook, Miriam Stem, Hannah Sachs, Alice Sarles, 
Henrietta Spiro, A. Stevens (Mrs. C. Frombach), Olive Twam- 
ley, A. Weinberg (Mrs. Levy), Sophie L. White (Mrs. F. M. Hill). 



Board of Education. 



Session, Sept. 8th. — The biennial school census, which is an 
important subject of consideration, must be taken during the 
coming month. The law places the control of the census within 
the jurisdiction of the State Superintendent. 

In his communication to the Board of Education the State 
Superintendent states that he regrets to learn that the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment made no adequate provision for the 
taking of the biennial census in New York City. One of the 
reasons advanced for this neglect was that the Police Department 
could aid in the enumeration. The State Superintendent refuses 
to sanction such an arrangement, stating that school census of 
1895 was taken by the Police Department, and that it was so mani- 
festly unreliable and full of errors as to be of no practical value, 
and in reality nullified the law as far as our city was concerned. 
In his opinion the only effective method of taking this important 
census is through a corps of able and experienced enumerators 
working under the direction of the Department of Public In- 
struction. 

A. W. Edson was elected as an Assistant Superintendent of 
Public Schools in place of Addison B. Poland, resigned, the 
compensation being fixed at a rate of salary of $4,000 per annum. 

It was resolved that the following transfers be made: 

Elizabeth A. Devereaux, as Principal of Public School No. 
13, from No. 17. 

Jennie Mackenzie, as Principal of Girls* Department of Public 
School No. 28, from No. 9. 

Angelean Willett, to No. 136, from the Primary Department 
of No. 8. 

Sarah C. Hubie, to No. 149, from No. 115. 

Miss Teresa E. Bernholz was appointed Principal of No. 9, 
after the consolidation of the Grammar and Primary Depart- 
ments of that school. 
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Session, Sept. 15th. — ^The following are the appointments to 
the Evening High School for Women, for term of i897-'98. 

Katherine D. Blake, Principal, in place of Emma S. Landrine, 
declined. 

Milicent Baum, English. 

Georgiana Mendum, English. 

Agnes Boldt, Phonography. 

Lina M. Manlire, German. 

Bertha Schulz, German. 

It was resolved that the following teachers be retired: 

Public School No. 125, M. Eliza Purdy. 

Public School No. 54, Mrs. Amanda M. Simons. 

Public Schools Nos. 35, 40, 47, 50 and 69, Edward Miller, 
Special Teacher in Drawing. 

It is the intention of the Board of Superintendents that Sew- 
ing and Cooking Classes should be organized in all the Women's 
and Girls' Evening Schools whenever practicable. 



Report of Committee to Assist the ««AIumnfe News." 



(From the Annual Report of the Association for 1897.) 



Since I became Chairman of this Committee we have held 
two meetings, at which the present condition of aflFairs and ways 
and means for improvement have been fully discussed. 

Having now a thorough grasp of the situation, we hope soon 
to apply our knowledge in a practical way, and make the paper 
not only self-supporting, but a source of income to the Associa- 
tion. If the report of the Treasurer is discouraging, it remains 
with you to make it less so. Prompt payment of indebtedness 
on the part of old subscribers and the personal interest of every 
member of the Association in securing new subscribers will aid ' 
us very materially. The ** News '* is published for your benefit 
If you want it you must support it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessie M. Winterton, 

May 8, 1897. Chairman, 



The officers of the Association will be "At Home*' to the 
members and their friends on the second Friday of each month, 
from three until five o'clock, in the Alumnae Library. October 8, 
November 12, December 10, January 14, February 11, March 11, 
April 15, May 13. 
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EDITORIAL. 



Those who originally founded the "Alumnae News" had no 
intention of adding one more to the host of literary magazines 
that of late besiege us. The "Alumnae News" had for its aim 
simply to follow the work of the Alumnae and of our College 
graduates in every field ; to speak for them, to represent them ; to 
be, every month, a little history of the doings of the Alumnae; to 
keep track of the work done at our East Side settlement, the 
Alumnae House, and to publish reports and announcements of 
the various committees and classes in literature, science, nature 
and child study. 

This has been done, and more also. We have no reason to 
complain that we have not received literary matter enough to 
fill our pages. Articles published in the "News" have awakened 
interest and favorable comment outside the Alumnae. We hope 
to widen the scope of the paper even more in the future. Thoygh 
many of our Alumnae are teachers, the "News" is not, of necessity, 
pedagogical or psychological. All MSS. will be welcomed and 
carefully read. 

It is not necessary, of course, to ask the Alumnae to support 
their own paper. It would be a bad thing if such an appeal had 
to be made, seeing that your subscription is really a vote as to 

Rntered at the Post Office at New York as Second Class Matter. 
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whether the paper is valuable to you. But the "News" ought not 
merely to support itself, it should yield some income to the Asso- 
ciation which might conveniently be used for the benefit of the 
Alumnae House, or toward some other good end. If it lies in 
your power to assist the "News" in any way, be assured that 
assistance and suggestion will be very welcome. 



Normal College Alumnie House, 

4.^6 East y2d Street, 



NOVEMBER. 

Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Library, 3 to 5. 

Picture Library, 3 to 4. 

Singing Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Clothing Committee, 3 to 5. 
( Cooking class, 3 130 to 5. 

Library, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Sewing Class, 3:30 to 5. 
Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Calisthenic Class, 8 to 9. 
Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Boys' Club, 7:30 to 9. 
Mothers' meeting, November 9th, at 3:30. 
' Meeting of Settlement Committee. 
Meeting of House Committee. 

Thanksgiving Dinner, Nov. 25th, at 11 o'clock, for Kinder- 
garten. 

Dolls. 



There are arguments for dolls and argximents against dolls. 
Dolls have been considered pedagogically and psychologically. 
They have been discussed in child study meetings and in 
mothers' councils. In the meantime hundreds of happy children 
have been playing the old, old, universal game of dolls, all un- 
conscious of the dangers that may be lurking in their wide-eyed 
flaxen-haired darlings, and learning many a lesson that shall 
serve them in years to come. In fact, many of them do not have 
to wait for future years to find an economical gain. 

A little girl of ten preparing for a trip to the country this 
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summer, found a lack in her wardrobe. "I know what I can do," 
she said, "I can buy a yard of elastic, grandma will give me some 
buttons and I can make stocking supporters like those we made 
in the doll's class for our dolls." And she did. Happy days were 
those of the dolls* dressmakers, and these Httle mothers, like the 
grown-up mothers, find that the wardrobes need replenishing at 
this time of y^ar. Only two months before Christmas, when all 
dolls should be comfortably dressed. Who can come to the 
House and be grandmother to a dozen or more dolls, and help 
their mothers making cunning caps, coats, aprons, dresses, etc.? 
The circle can meet on Friday afternoon, Saturday morning or 
Saturday afternoon, to suit the convenience of the Dolls' Grand- 
mother. M. A. W. 



Wanted at Alumnae House. 



A leader in calisthenics for a class of g^rls. Girls of seventeen 
or eighteen who are working in stores or factories. 

More leaders for boys' clubs. Two to come regularly every 
Friday evening and several to come once a month or twice a 
month, as they can, and simply play games with the children. 

A leader for an evening singing class. 

Manager for a Penny Provident Fund. 

Leader for girls* clubs. 

Some one for the dolls' class. 

Leaders for cooking classes, afternoon and evening. 



A Plea for Bird-Study in Our Schools. 



This was the subject of Mr. Chapman's talk on Tuesday, 
October 12th, at the Normal College. Mr. Chapman, who is 
Assistant Curator of the Departments of Ornithology and Mam- 
malogy at the Museum of Natural History, gave the talk in re- 
sponse to the invitation of the Natural Science Committee of the 
Alumnae Association. The talk was designed especially to reach 
the teachers of those grades of our schools, where zoology forms 
part of the work. 

Mr.. Chapman's idea is not to add Ornithology to our already 
crowded course of study, but simply that nature talks on birds be 
given, just as now they are given on plants. The children should 
be taught to know and love some, if not all, of our common birds. 
In speaking of the special advantages to be derived from a study 
of birds, he said: "Birds are the most attractive, most beautiful 
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and most abundant animals we have, and for that reason should 
be of practical personal interest to us in our walks through the 
fields and woods. They form a bond between man and nature, 
and serve as a definite object to take us out. Therefore they 
should receive more attention than it is necessary to bestow on a 
clam or starfish." 

Mr. Chapman alluded to the natural instincts of the hunter, 
dwelling, by heredity, in every boy, and leading him to plunder 
birds* nests, and trap the birds. A study of birds would make 
this same boy a lover and defender of every feathered creature's 
home, instead of its destroyer. 

Mr. Chapman ispoke sadly, even hopelessly, of the difficulty of 
persuading our sex to forego their millinery triumphs, and let 
the birds live. Let us take shame to ourselves when we read thai 
'birds and feathers are to be much worn this winter.' 

**About two hundred millions of birds are slaughtered an- 
nually for the millinery trade. Tliese figures mean much when 
we consider that the Natural History Museum has in its whole 
collection only ten thousand. Some classes of birds are being 
rapidly exterminated by this wholesale murder." 

In Mr. Chapman's own words: "The only way to protect them 
from this demand is by teaching the children to know and love 
them." He believes that no woman who truly loves birds could 
wear their stuffed skins on her hat. 

As a help to the bird student a seasonal collection is to be 
established at the Museum, commencing with December, in which 
to the winter residents will be added the migrants as they arnvc. 
This collection, with field-days in Central Park, would make bird 
study not only possible, but intensely interesting to pupils and 
teachers alike. 

**Hovv are we ourselves to learn about birds?" I heard one 
interested teacher ask. "We must know before we can teach." 

The question is an important one. How? How? Are there 
not members in the Association who know many, if not all, of 
our common birds? Now, by knowing, I do not mean know alt 
about their little skeletons, and how the toes of this order are 
arranged, and how many primary and secondary feathers an- 
other order has, but simply know them as their friends, and love 
them, too. It seems to me that knowing but half a dozen birds, 
we ought to be willing, nay anxious, to introduce them to other*?. 
Could we not in next month's "News" have a list of some who 
would be willing, on stated afternoons, to act as helpers of thos'i 
who wish to study birds in the Park? Don't think you must be 
an ornithologist in order to give this help. Go out with two or 
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three (not more at one time) and study with them. An excellent 
help in just this connection would be Mr. Chapman's "Bird- 
Life" (published by D. Appleton & Co.), which contains a "Field 
Key to Common Birds." 

There are many bird visitors in the Park now, stopping over 
a few days on their journey south. One sunny afternoon, the 
second week of October, near a small pool in the Ramble, the 
grackles and robins were exchanging civilities in their breezy, 
outspoken way. A sly chewink gave us a glimpse of his stylish 
suit of black, white and chestnut, while white-throats carried on 
their usual cheery, contented search for food. A black and white 
checked suit, and red cap, on the trunk of a neighboring tree, told 
us of the presence of the downy woodpecker. These are only 
a few of the many we saw that day near the same quiet spot. 

In closing it might be well to give this list of topics suggested 
by Mr. Chapman for a course of six lessons on birds.: i. Winter 
Birds; 2. Early Spring Birds; 3. May Birds; 4. June Birds — Nest- 
ing Eggs; 5. August Birds; 6. Fall Migration. 

Grace B. Beach. 



For the benefit of the Alumnse Free Kindergarten of the Nor- 
mal College, the Kindergarten Committee offers a course of les- 
sons in blackboard drawing. 

The work will be under the direction of Miss Virginia S. 
Keith, and is designed to assist Kindergartners and other teachers 
in illustrating games, songs, poems, and stories, reading, number, 
geography, history, etc., both in rapid outline and in color. 

The lessons will be given in the Normal College, weekly, 
commencing Wednesday, October 27th, from four to five o'clock, 
but members may come at 3.30 for extra practice and criticism. 

The class will be limited to forty. 

Terms: $2.00 for 10 lessons to Alumnae members, $2.50 to 
others. 

All communications may be sent to Miss V. S. Keith, Alumnre 
Library. 



To insure timely publication, announcements, reports, etc., 
for the December number of the "News" should be sent to the 
Editor, on or before November 18. 

The November "At Home" will be on the second Friday, 
Nov. 12. Members of the class of '93 will pour tea. 
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Autumn Flower 5how of 1897. 



"Where's that snake?" insistently demands a boy of ten at the 
Flower Show. The member of the Science Committee who is 
supposed to discuss all questions bearing on this Flower Show, 
and propounded on the afternoon of October ist — questions that 
freckle a lavender orchid with interrogation points or nestle in 
the spore-cases of a cryptogam — the member feels that this ques- 
tion is really remote "That snake!" It is true that wise and 
weary fable has put a serpent at the heart of flowers. But bright 
eyes have inspected all the material for the show. It goes without 
saying that any serpent would have been discovered and published 
far and wide. There can be no snake, there is no snake. But 
the sturdy voice trumpets forth more news. 

"There's a snake in here; a boy told me so. Where is it?" 
Vain to point out a pitcher-plant, vain to ask the color of gen- 
tians! The snake becomes a reality, and must be found. The 
two thread their way among the folk and the tables, the mem- 
ber turning once and again with a vague idea that the snake is 
following their track either in person or with a glittering eye. 
No such phenomenon arises. Suddenly the boy appears to be at 
at home. His restless uneasiness disappears, a jovial smile 
illuminates his countenance, the atmosphere is delightful. In 
the face of all obstacles he has found his host. He is not affected 
by the fact that this host, the beloved and long-lost serpent, insists 
on remaining separated from him by the door of a cabinet and the 
glass of a jar; nor does the alcoholic air about the snake seem 
to repel this guest. The member may now retire, leaving elective 
affinity to make happy that boy's afternoon. 

How much summer in our zone! Count the sunny noon- 
spaces in the days of April and May with their warm strong fin- 
gers plucking at the buttons of your jacket, and pressejd against 
your cheek; their eager voices sped by the pulsing of mild, sweet 
breath into your ear. Thus does the summer rise. Soon it 
reaches the zenith and stops there for long. When school begins 
it is setting, but setting slowly, so that in the early days of No- 
vember its red rays now and again dart forth in lofty flight. The 
Science Committee have celebrated the summer rising for several 
years with a tiny indoor carnival of flowers and children. This 
year the later bloomings claim a place in the celebration. No 
part of summer must be omitted. 

In the first survey of the fields it seemed as if the show might 
be limited in species. Even to the more experienced the num- 
ber collected was a surprise. Witch-hazel and gentian, golden- 
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rod, aster and turtle head had presented themselves to the mind's 
eye. To the eye of the class that gathered, this number was won- 
derfully increased. Then when friends from beyond city limits 
sent in their contributions the harvest was bountiful. 

Friday of the Flower Show was one of those summer days 
which, being made in so rich abundance, are left over to wreathe 
and lighten a heavier season. From beneath its shimmer au- 
tumn looked out and mellowed it ; moreover, the bracing quality 
of the later days was not wanting. 

The effect of this day on the Library's interior was exquisite. 
Through the arched window the sunlight rolled, and the dimmer 
spaces between them were a rest for the eye and a background 
for color. The autumn things were smiling down, while shoulder 
to shoulder, in pretty eager multitudes, the children smiled up. 
It was gay, it was inspiriting, it was tender and touching — ^the 
whole scene. Boys were there who had walked from Fourteenth 
street. 

Would they walk back? 

"Sure! there ain't but one car-fare in the crowd. He's got 

it." The boy thus brought into notice promptly announced that 

he would walk back also — same as if he hadn't any car-fare. 

Another boy was, by this time, examining a single Hydrangea 

flower. "Why, it's like a church window, and it's what we were 

drawing this morning," he shouted. His teacher explained that 

the drawing lesson had placed a quatre-foil within a circle. One 

of the same boys carried a book and a pencil. His eyes were 

fascinated by the labels, and the flower-list he had made was long. 

One year they brought colored chalks and reproduced their new 

acquaintances. In this work wild ginger was a favorite, because 

the brown "comes out so beautifully" in chalk-drawing^. Often, 

on hearing the name of a flower, the children leaped toward it, 

crying, "Is that Mullein? is that Peppergrass? My teacher read 

to me about it. My teacher told us stories about it." The gaze 

that followed was ardent; as if some fine hero, Washington or 

King Alfred, known through the medium of books alone, had 

suddenly presented himself. The look seemed to say: "Let me 

fully grasp this appearance. There may not be another." 

Squads of boys played cautiously about the entrance to the 
College before committing themselves to the mysteries of the 
interior. Various priestesses went forth, from time to time, and 
hauled in these victims. As a rule, the company entered with a 
rush and became converted on the spot. Answer could scarce 
be swift enough to catch the flying heels of question. 

One such band was present when the great wonderful box 
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from Lake George yielded its cover with a groan and disclosed 
the wonders of its heart. Mosses in soft, heavy layers were the 
bedding for the delicate ferns. Maidenhair looked as fresh as 
if in woodland. Great branches of witch hazel in bloom brought 
their own light from the depths of the box. Much was that light 
needed, for the boy-band huddled over the treasure and made a 
forest-gloom about it. In vain pleaded Mrs. Northrop for elbow- 
room and light. The tide ebbed for a moment, but quickly 
surged back. How could they keep away? Here were some of 
the wonders of the world. Evergreens shook out their needle- 
leaves and branches of deciduous trees showed fair foliage of 
orange and red. A table was heaped with moss and ferns. As 
the boys trooped out, when everything had been said and done, 
I caught one looking at the table and its cover. He wanted that 
table in his pocket. 

We thank you. Lake George, for the glory of that box. To 
the following friends our warm thanks are extended : Mr. G. Bar- 
num, 1800 Anthony avenue; Mrs. G. B. Beach, Hulett's Land- 
ing, N. Y.; Miss M. Boyd, New-Windsor-on-Hudson; Judge 
Addison Brown, Cragsmoor, N. Y.; Dr. S. M. Griffin, Danbury, 
Conn.; Mrs. D. P. Hays, Pleasantville, N. Y.; Mrs. W. H. Rice, 
New Dorp, S. L; Mrs. S. Wolf, Newport, Ark. In sending gen- 
tians from Danbury, Dr. Griffin was especially kind, inasmuch as 
he had come into no direct contact with the Association. Some 
lofty golden-rod wands were the gift of an artist who brought them 
himself. 

These are the schools whose children were our guests: 

Girls' High School; Grammar Schools Nos. 6, 10, 18, 19, 20, 
27» 30» 54, 58, 65, 73 and yT\ Training Department. 

About seven hundred children came during the three days. 

Farewell to flower shows for a little! But farewell, at no mo- 
ment, to the picture of this one — the sun shining, the little faces 
pressing upon the little flowers, cheek by jowl, in the Library of 
the Normal College, on that fragrant Friday. 

JEANNETTE S. SEWEI.L 



News and Notes. 



The first "At Home" of the season was held in the Alumna 
Library, October 8th. Miss Cornelia F. White and Miss Au- 
gusta Mott, Class of '92, poured tea. Among those present were 
Dr. Requa, Miss Mary Davis, Miss Esther L. Piza, Mrs. Bryson. 
Miss Emma Klauser, Miss Betsey Davis, Miss Pitkin, Miss 
Byrnes, Miss Estelle Isaacs, Miss Mabel Taylor. 
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Competitive examinations for temporary tutors were held at 
College, Sept, 30th, Oct. ist and Oct. 2d. There were twenty 
candidates, three for Latin, five for the training department, four 
for English, and the remainder for manual training, including 
drawing (freehand, architectural, and mechanical), modeling 
paper-cutting and folding, and sewing. As a result of the exam- 
ination, the following were appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee: Miss Emma H. Mateer, M.A., New York University (Nor- 
mal College, *9i); Miss Qara Aub, '93, and Miss Jean E. Bur- 
net, Vassar College, as tutors in English; Miss Marie T. Wid- 
mayer, '93, and Miss Helen Tanzer, Barnard College, as tutors 
in Latin, and Miss Elizabeth Beach as tutor in drawing; Miss 
Miriam Werner was previously appointed 'from the eligible list 
as tutor in mathematics. 

Professor Graves, of the State Department of Education, spent 
two days last week examining into the methods of normal in- 
struction at College. 

Those Alumnae who desire to perfect themselves in the higher 
branches of mathematics will be interested to know that many 
graduates are working with Prof. GiUet on different afternoons 
of the week. Beginning with Tuesday, October nth, a class, 
which could conveniently be made larger, started on analytics. 



Annual Fall Reunion of the Associate Alumnae of the 

Normal College. 



PROGRAM. 

Greeting Mary Augusta Requa, M. D., 

President of the Associate Alumnae. 

Duo — Suite Edward Schutt. 

Allegro Risoluto, 
Miss Alvina Friend Mr. Bernard Sinsheimer. 

Address Thomas L. Hunter, LL.D., 

President of Normal College. 

Polonaise E Major (Liszt) Miss Alvina Friend. 

Address Henry M. MacCracken, D.D., LL.D., 

Chancellor of New York University. 

a — Berceuse Goddard. 

b — Mazurka Wieniawski. 

Mr. Bernard Sinsheimer. 

Alumnae Song, "The Ivy Leaf" Helen Gray Cone. 

The Fall Reunion was held in the chapel on Saturday, Octo- 
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ber i6th, at two o'clock. The chairman of the Reunion Com- 
mittee was Miss Marv R. Davis, and the members of the Com- 
mittee Miss Anna M. Hunter, Miss Ella Keith, Miss Emma 
Klauser, Miss Anna McDonough, Miss M. R. Lounsbery, Miss 
Edith Patterson and Miss Margaret Shannon. 

The subject of the Chancellor's address was "What has this 
generation in America done for education by establishing schools 
after forms not here before known? And in comparison there- 
with, what has it done for education by strengthening the forms 
of instruction that already existed thirty years ago?" 

After the beautiful violin solo, Commissioner Hurlbut, with- 
out whose presence no college gathering would now be quite 
complete, consented at the request of the President of the Asso- 
ciation to speak a few words. His short speech was witty, as 
always. 

After other short speeches the Alumnae repaired to the new 
gymnasium on the topmost floor, where refreshments were served. 

Among those on the platform were Mrs. Esther Hermann, 
Miss Katherine D. Blake, Mr. Wright, Principal of the High 
School, Commissioner Hurlbut, Dean Ashley and Prof. Russell, 
of the New York University Faculty of Law, and Prof. Aubert, 
of the Normal College Faculty. 

Letters of regret were received from Mrs. Wm. A. Mont- 
gomery, President, and Mrs. F. J. Tanner, Secretary, of the New 
York State Federation of Women's Clubs; Mrs. Chas. Russell 
Lowell, Miss Emily James Smith, Dean of Barnard; Rev. Lyman 
Abbott, Prof. Nicholas Murray Butler, of Columbia University 
Faculty of Philosophy; Commissioner of Education Bannard, 
and ex-Commissioner Dewitt J. Seligman. 

Nature's Seed-Sowing. 



The procession of flowers has almost passed; only a few be- 
lated stragglers are left ; an aster in the meadow, a stray golden- 
rod in the field or a courageous dandelion or clover here and there 
by the roadside. The witch hazel alone, the last flower of the 
year, shines in undiminished glory. A wayward plant, it seem^, 
that all through the summer days stood sedate in its mantle of 
green, and now, when skies are gray and winds are chill, decks 
its leafless branches with hundreds of close-set, starry yelloW 
blossoms. As we shall see later, too, its fruits are quite as ec- 
centric as its flowers. 

Because the day of the flowers is over you must not think that 
the book of nature is therefore closed. The pages may not be as 
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gorgeously illuminated, but the careful observer may read therein 
just as many wonderful and beautiful tales as when fields and 
woods were gay with blossoms. The flowers have gone, but their 
fruits and seeds are with us still. Make a collection of the com- 
monest of these, and see how full of interest they are. After a 
walk through the autumn fields or swamps you will doubtless find 
that in addition to the fruits you knowingly collected, your 
skirts will show another, a motley collection of kinds that you did 
not notice at all. 

You will be more than likely to find the rather vicious-looking 
little black pitchforks, known as beggar's ticks or Spanish nee- 
dles (Bidens). Of course there are several species, varying in the 
number of prongs to the fork. Interspersed with the beggar's 
ticks will probably be some of the persistent and ubiquitous Bur- 
dock. If, however, you find your skirt artistically decorated ia 
arabesque patterns with little fiat, rounded or triangular bits of 
green, either separate or five or six in a row, you may feel sure 
you have gone through a patch of some species of tick trefoil 
(Desmodium). On examination you will find that each section 
has its own single seed. Or you may find tiny green twin fruits 
bristling with barbs, that to a botanist are circumstantial evidence 
of a visit to one of the small cleavers or bedstraw (Galiums). These 
are only the most common of these "stick tights," and do not by 
any means exhaust the list. As you are removing these un- 
sought additions to your collection you may find food for medita- 
tion in the thought that nature has only pressed you into service 
to help her with her fall planting. Is it any wonder that these 
plants are so common, when their fruits are so beautifully adapted 
to being transported by every passer-by? Examine these barbs 
and retrorse hairs minutely and you will see that they are ail 
"warranted to stick." 

This plan by no means exhausts Nature's resources, however, 
High up in the trees — pitchforks would be of no use — ^but wings 
would ! So we find that many of our commonest trees have either 
their fruits or their seeds equipped in this way. The twin "keys" 
of the Maple and the paddle-shaped fruit of the Ash flutter far 
and wide, and nurseries of young ashes and maples are promptly 
started in all directions. The elm and the Ailanthus are furnished 
with wings, too, and the linden has a curious leaflike scale at- 
tached to the stem of the flower cluster that serves the same pur- 
pose. In the pines, the seeds only are winged. 

You will find that many plants have their fruits or seeds sur- 
mounted by tiny parasols, or diminutive feather dusters, that 
catch the wind and are carried oflF for miles. I remember one 
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fall that a tiny white fluff was quite noticeable in certain parts of 
the city. On examination it proved to be the minute fruit of a 
composite then common in the Jersey meadows. A strong west 
wind had sowed the city with these tiny parachutes. Many of the 
plants belonging to the great order Compositae (the sunflower 
family) are equipped in this way — ^as the thistle, dandelion, golden- 
rod, asters. Sometimes these fairy brushes are tawny as in the 
ironweed (Vernon ia), and in the hawk weeds (Hieracium), or are 
white and silvery, as in the fireweed(Erechtites), or the groundsel 
tree (Baccharis). 

The composites have no exclusive rights in this contrivance, 
however, for the seeds of the milkweeds have as dainty a tuft of 
silk as could well be imagined. They are all packed away in such 
beautiful rows, too, within the horned pod. Some of the grass 
seeds also float away on feathery wings, as does the Clematis with 
its beautiful waving plume. 

I can only suggest the fruits in which a hard shell protects the 
sweet seed or kernel, and those in which a hard, indigestible seed 
in inclosed in a brightly colored, fleshy pulp. This is the bait 
that tempts the birds and makes them most efficient helpers in the 
line of seed sowing. 

Some plants — perhaps those endowed with an unusual amount 
of independence — actually shoot their own seeds to a distance, 
instead of depending on outside agencies. Go through a patch 
of touch-me-not, or jewelweed (Impatiens) in fruit, and see how 
the seeds shoot out in every direction. Touch a fruit and watch 
the sudden upcurling of the elastic pod that throws the seed. The 
garden balsam, or so-called **Lady*s Slipper," does the same 
thing. The witch-hazel capsules, though, spoken of above, are 
the best marksmen. By the sudden contraction of the inner coat 
the seeds are shot out as straight as if from a gun, and to great 
distances. Some I had in my room, the other day, sent the seed 
a distance of eighteen feet or more, but Mr. Gibson says he has 
known them to go forty feet. 

You will see that fruits and seeds have a great deal to tell us 
in regard to even this one point of distribution — and that I have 
briefly touched upon. In addition the variety and beauty of shape 
to be found among fruits seems inexhaustible, and the arrange- 
ment of the seeds is often most interesting. Take some of the 
commonest garden flowers, for instance, the seeds of the Portu- 
laca glisten like cut steel, and are packed away in the daintiest 
little box with cover and all complete. The hollyhock fruits are 
little "cheeses," and the seeds are the slices already cut that fall 
off at the appointed time, while the poppy seeds live in a dear little 
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house with sculptured roof, overhanging eaves, and a row of tiny 
upper windows. 

All these fruits I have mentioned are so common that each 
child in the class room could easily be furnished with one. I 
have no doubt but that a wide-awake class would discern all sorts 
of wonderful things in a collection of our common weeds. Will 
you not give them a chance to try? 

A. R. Northrop. 

New York State Federation of Women's Clubs. 



Dr. M. Augusta Requa, President, New York. 

Dear Madam — Among the many goods things planned for 
the third annual congress of the New York State Federation, to 
be held at Syracuse, November loth, nth and I2th, is a club ex- 
hibit. 

Will the Alumnae Association of the Normal College of New 
York kindly loan such of its belongings as seem particularly 
illustrative of its work and progress ? Pictures of club houses and 
rooms, officers and members, insignia, banners, calendars, year 
books, copies of the Alumnae News, or other printed matter will 
be gratefully received, carefully protected and returned in good 
condition by the Social Art Qub of Syracuse, under whose 
auspices the exhibit will be held. 

The President of the State Federation particularly requests 
that each club donates as many copies as can be spared of its last 
program or year book, for distribution among sister clubs. 

Hoping that I may have the pleasure of welcoming you to 
Syracuse in November, and begging for a favorable reply at your 
earliest convenience, I am ' 

Very cordially yous, 

Louise Van Loon Lynch, 
Business Manager and Director General of Congress. 



The House by the 5ide of the Road. 



" He waft a friend to man and lived in a house by the Bide of the road."— Homer. 



There are hermit souls that live withdrawn 

In the place of their self content ; 
There are souls, Hke stars, that dwell apart. 

In a fellowless firmament; 
There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths 

Where highways never ran — 
But let me live by the side of the road 

And be a friend to man. 
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Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 

Where the race of men go by — 
The men who are good, and the men who are bad. 

As good and as bad as I. 
I would not sit in the scorner's seat, 

Or hurl the cynic's ban — 
Let me live in a house by the side of the road 

And be a friend to man. 

I see from mv house bv the side of the road, 

By the side of the highway of life. 
The men who press with the ardor of hope, 

The men who are faint with the strife. 
But I turn not awav from their smiles or their tears — 

Both parts of an infinite plan — 
Let me live in mv house bv the side of the road 

And be a friend to man. 

I know there are bfook-gladdened meadows ahead 

And mountains of wearisome height; 
That the road passes on through the long afternoon 

And stretches away to the night. 
But still I rejoice when the travelers rejoice. 

And weep with the strangers that moan. 
Nor live in mv house bv the side of the road 

Like a man who dwells alone. 

Let me live in mv house bv the side of the road 

Where the race of men go by — 
They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong, 

Wise, foolish — so am L 
Then whv should I sit in the scorner's seat 

Or hurl the cvnic's ban? 
Let nic live in a liouse bv the side of the road 

And be a friend to man. 

— Sam Waltkr Foss in the '* Independent *' 

The above motto and poem express the inspiration of the 
Roadside Settlement," Des Moines, Iowa. 

Drawing: and Painting in the Schoolroom — ill. 



<< 



However fascinating may be drawing from Nature in the 
medium of colored pencils or crayons, no good teacher will wish 
to rest here, for this work is but a path, as it were, leading to the 
broad field where expand the possibilities of the higher art of 
painting. By all means let the child work with a brush as early 
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as possible, for the great artist-teacher, Ruskin, says: "While we 
moderns have always learned, or tried to learn, to paint by draw- 
ing, the ancients learn to draw by painting. The brush was put 
into their hands while they were children and they were forced 
to draw with that, until, if they used the pen or crayon, they used 
it either with the lightness of a brush or the decision of a graver.'* 

Although the teacher may well feel a grave responsibility in 
giving the children first impressions in a subject which may be 
their after life-work, there need be no anxiety for the children's 
success if the method be founded upon correct principles of pro- 
cedure, and these upheld with patience through whatever dis- 
couragements may tempt to weaker means. 

The choice of a medium for painting will doubtless be in favor 
of water-colors. The boxes of French (Rembrandt) paints, each 
containing twelve assorted colors, have proved very satisfactory 
for use in such lessons. There are mixing pans in the covers and 
two brushes in each, so that the outfit is complete if children 
bring a cup for water and a soft cloth. Ordinary drawing paper 
is quite suitable to paint on, but each child must also have a 
small extra piece for testing colors. 

It is necessary to have the first lessons of a technical nature, 
but work with objects may intervene if new handling of the brush 
be not required. 

A series of beginning lessons might be as follows: 

I. A picture of all the paints as they look in the box. This 
would introduce the new names of the colors. The children will 
learn of the artist Vandyke for whom the name of brown is named, 
why the cuttle-fish stores its bag of sepia, how the cochineal gives 
its life for crimson lake, that powdered precious stones produce 
the most beautiful ultramarine, and burnt ivory, black, etc. 

As a color-test children may be asked to pick out squares 
painted in the various shades of brown, red or blue, and to give 
them the proper names, also to search for corresponding hues in 
the decorations of the room or in one another's dress. 

II. For a lesson showing a color scale of primary and second- 
ary colors and how mixed, a rainbow may be the subject. Have 
the children make it to span the page in a graceful curve, com- 
mencing with the red (crimson lake). No pencil should be used, 
the successive arcs being put on with a small sweep of the large 
brush, the first one determining the width of each (about one- 
eighth inch). When primary colors are mixed, care must be 
taken to have the children discover the result in every case. If 
the colors in the rainbow are applied one next to the one above 
it while it is still a little damp, there will be a pretty blending which 
will make the whole effect quite real. If you have a prism and 
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a sunny room, allow some of the children who have done well to 
come and catch a bit of true rainbow on the page, and you may 
find some children who have mixed colors with such clearness 
and delicacy that the two are a fair match. Should time allow, 
a "secondary rainbow" may be added beneath the first, the colors 
being, of course, mixed lighter. 

III. An exercise in using the point of the brush to make fine 
straight lines. — Here let us follow Ruskin's advice to his pupils: 
**I*>om the very beginning you shall try to draw a line of absolute 
correctness with the point, not of the pen or crayon, but of the 
brush, as Apelles did, and as all colored lines are drawn on Greek 
vases." 

A variety of designs in vertical, horizontal and oblique lines 
will easily present themselves. Children may copy the plan from 
the board, each choosing his own colors provided they be har- 
monic. Have children discover that while the fine brush is easier 
to handle for this work, the point of a large brush will also pro- 
duce a line like a hair if our hands hold it correctly. 

IV. To introduce "washes" a pretty idea is to have children 
paint the outline of an oblong about 2 inches by 3^ inches in sepia 
as a frame for a picture. It is to be of the sea and sky. Carefully 
develop the idea of horizon and where it should be drawn to 
make a pretty picture. Most children will wish to place it low so 
as to see more sky, and that is very artistic. Let the fine brush 
draw the horizon in suggestive ultramarine taken right from the 
cake. Then tell the children that when we have a large surface 
to cover we must mix what is called a "wash," which is done with 
paint and plenty of water. The cold color of Prussian blue, 
approaching cobalt, is well suited for the sky. Tests must be 
made to get the right tint, and advice given to mix enough paint 
at the beginning. When all are ready, show by means of a large 
brush and paper how to apply the wash, that is, with a well- 
cliarged brush painting all across the top, from left to right, then 
back again on the ^ncxt row, keeping the brush wet and being 
careful to cover all space as yon proceed, hut never, under any 
circumstances, going back to any spot not covered. And so on, 
until the horizon is nearly reached, when the brush should be 
dried on a cloth, and the wet paint on the last row carefully taken 
oflF. I'se a wash of ultramarine for the sea, but it must be much 
darker than the sky. This exercise is very pleasing to the chil- 
dren and is most eflfective. Often a few spots of white, intention- 
ally or accidentally, left in the sky and sea, will look like clouds 
and wave caps, and a touch of sepia on the distant horizon will 
be **a white-winged messenger from the deep." 

Virginia vS. Keith. 
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EDITORIAL. 



We need more subscribers for the "News." Surely every 
reader can promptly pay her own subscription, and secure at 
least one new subscriber. If this were done, there is no reason 
why the "Alumnae News" should not have a surplus at the end of 
the year. If we had enough subscribers to pay the expenses of 
the paper, the advertising pages would be a source of income to 
the Association. The "News" last spring was obliged to ask 
financial help from the Association. This is likely to happen 
again unless those who desire the welfare of the "News" aid 
either in getting subscribers or advertisers. 



We quoted from the "Altruist" a while ago some interesting 
ideas on the subject of using the school-building as a social 
center, sometimes for higher work, sometimes for boy's clubs, 
concerts, lectures, and so on. 

This year the Board of Education has granted permission to 
have certain public school buildings utilized for boys' clubs in the 
evenings. Another new departure is the establishing of roof 
playgrounds for the schools in the crowded districts downtown, 
in East Broadway, for instance, in Rivington, Henry, Hester and 
Suffolk streets. One resolution offered to the Board of Edu- 
cation recently was that the Committee on Buildings should be 

Bntored at the Post Office at New York as Second Class Matter. 
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directed to furnish elevator service where practicable to these 
same roof playgrounds, for the ptupose of affording to the public 
under certain restrictions the use and enjoyment of them when 
not needed for school purposes. 



We are informed that a copy of the "Alumnae News'' is regu- 
larly circulated among the teachers of the schools in Grand 
Junction, Col., a town west of the Rocky Mountains. The 
writer, one of the school trustees, says that they are very glad 
to see it. 

Normal College Alumiue Houae, 

446 East 72d Street 



ALUMNA HOUSB CALENDAR — DECBMBBR. 

Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Library, 3 to 5. 

Picture Library, 3 to 5. 

Singing Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Clothing Committee, 2 to 5. 

Cooking Class, 3:30 to 5. 

Library, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Sewing Class, 3:30 to 5. 

Calisthenic Qass, 8 to 9. 

Penny Provident Bank, 7:30 to 8. 
Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Boys' Qub, 7:30 to 9. 

Girls' Qub, 7:30 to 9. 

Penny Provident Bank, 8 to 9. 
Saturdays — Boys' Qub, 7:30 to 9. 
Kindergarten Xmas Tree, Dec. 23d, at 3:30. 
Kindergarten Xmas Tree, Dec. 23d, at 7:30. 

Wednesday, November 24th, will be one of the busiest days' 
of the year at the House. On that day come Thanksgiving 
good things from many friends to be distributed among those of 
our neighbors who are in need. Also the annual donation from 
the childreia of the Training School. 

The members of the Clothing Committee will assist in the 
packing and tmpacking, and will take chaise of their portioir 
ok the contributions. The whole household will lend a hand, and' 
by Thanksgiving day th^ good diings. will be giving forth savory 
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incense in homes where such incense is rare. Jellies for the sick, 
canned gfoods, etc., will be stored ready to be given away at need ; 
and the closets of the Clothing Committee will be filled with work 
enough for many days — sorting, mending, making over and 
selling. People come to buy and not to beg. Mothers who 
work hard to earn a bare subsistence and have no time to sew 
come to buy for their children, and sometimes for themselves. 
Orders are often in long before supplies. A warm coat for this 
one, aprons, dresses, stockings for that one, and shoes for all 
customers. 

The committee has always tried to put every garment in per- 
fect condition as to neatness before selling or giving it away. 
For the past year two faithful members have done their best, but 
what can two pairs of hands do in such a work, particularly when 
they have also to attend to the selling and the keeping of stock in 
order. A few have come in at odd times and given very accept- 
able help, but are there not some whose Tuesday afternoons are 
free who can come regularly? Many hands would soon finish 
the mending, and then new, much-needed garments could be 
made. There are other lines of work in this department that are 
well worth consideration, but no more can be done until the 
number of workers is much larger. Those who wish to come 
need not wait to write, they will be welcome at the House any 
Tuesday afternoon. M. A. W. 



News and Notes. 



At the November "At Home" Miss Mabel H. Taylor and 
Miss Jeannette H. Sewell, of the class of '93, poured tea. Among 
those present were Dr. Requa, Miss Metzgar, Miss B. B. Davis, 
Miss Helen M. Smith, Miss Estelle Isaacs, Miss Gilbert, Miss E. 
L. Piza, Miss Riblett, and many others of the Alumnae. 

Miss Elizabeth F. Kruseman van Elten, '93, after spending a 
summer sketching in Holland, is studying at the Colarossi Art 
School, Paris. 

A recently published book is "Stories of Long Ago," by Grace 
Kupfer. Miss Kupfer is one of our Alumnae and was graduated 
in the Academic Class of '92. The book will be reviewed in the 
next number of the "News." 

Miss Maary L. Bishop, '93, has been appointed tutor in English 
in the Women's Evening High School. 

Dr. Elizabeth Jarrett will deliver three of the lectures to be 
given at Public School 50, 211 East 20th Street, on Saturday 
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evenings. The first had for its subject "The House Beautiful," 
a description of the human body, illustrated by numerous stere- 
opticon views. 

The subject of the second lecture was "Digestion," a talk on 
foods, their preparation, digestion and assimilation in the body, 
and illustrated by drawings. The last of Dr. Jarrett's lectures, 
December 4th has for its subject "The Care of the Skin," a general 
discussion as to the best methods of taking care of the skin. 

There were between five and six hundred teachers present at 
Mrs. Northrop's lectures on "Nature Study." At the down-town . 
lecture the room was so small that a number were obliged to 
stand on both occasions. Miss Marie Sanial is to give a similar 
course of lectures above the Bridge. 

The annual report of the Supervisor of Kindergartens, of this 
city. Dr. Jenny B. Merrill, was printed in full in the minutes of 
the Board of Education, a while ago. It was a most interesting 
and comprehensive report, and we regret we have no space to re- 
print it in full in the "News." 

The Blackboard Drawing Class opened in the College, for the 
benefit of the Alumnae Kindergarten, has proved a great success. 
The class is limited to forty, but as more applications were re- 
ceived it has been decided to repeat the course, the lessons to be- 
gin in January next. 

Miss Elizabeth Carrington and Miss Fannie D. Baker, of '94, 
will pour tea at the next Alumnae "At Home," December loth. 

Lecture on Nature-Study, 

Given by Mrs. Alice R. Northrop, under the auspices of the New 
York City Teachers' Association, P. S. No. 10, Oct. 27, 
1897: P. S. No. 40, Nov. 3, 1897, 4 PM. 



SYLLABUS. 

Preliminary — On Nature Study in General. 

The universal interest of children in the world of nature and 
in the investigation of natural phenomena indicate the need of 
"Nature Study" in the class-room. 

The number of facts taught not as important as the intellectual 
training acquired. 

"Nature study" cultivates the child's powers of observation; 
observation of facts leads to comparison and then to classification. 
The habit of drawing conclusions from data observed cultivates 
the reasoning powers and the judgment. 

In planning lessons in nature work, these ends should always 
be kept in view. 
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To bring about these results, the teaching must be from speci- 
mens and not from books. Science taught from books is worse 
than useless. Efforts should always be made to put a specimen 
in the hand of each individual child. 

"The child should be told as little as possible about the speci- 
men and induced to discover as much as possible." 

Much stress should be laid on the accuracy and exactness of 
the descriptions and statements. Whenever possible verify the 
observations of facts by experiments. 
Indirect Results of "Nature Study." 

Inculcates independence of thought : — ^the child is not asked to 
admit conclusions without seeing them to be true: — facts are 
not accepted upon authority alone. 

It opens up worlds of beauty where else all would be blank. 
The love and study of nature an uplifting, refining influence. 

Before seeking the subjects for the lessons, study the environ- 
ment of your school and make use of those most familiar to the 
children. For instance, take up the trees nearest the school and 
the fruits, vegetables, etc., most common in the neighboring 
markets. 

Begin to make a collection of "nature material" for class use 
as soon as possible — fruits, grains, cones, shells, cocoons, birds' 
nests, etc. The local specimens that can be personally collected 
by you to be greatly preferred to foreign curiosities. Interest 
the children in collecting. They wll be able to do far more in 
this line than one would expect. 

If possible always have some of the collections on exhibition 
in the class-room. The children will learn a great deal uncon- 
sciously, even though there be little time for the regular lessons. 

The study of animate nature as distinguished from that of 
inanimate. 

The science of life — biology — its two branches, botany and 
zoology. 

There is no distinct line of demarcation between the animal 
and vegetable kingdoms, at the lower end of the scale. 



Coni^ress of New York State Federation of Women's Clubs. 



The report of the convention of the State Federation will ap- 
pear in the January number of the "News." 

The Alumnae were represented by two delegates at this con- 
gress, Mrs. Kasson C. Gibson and Mrs. John I. Northrop. Mrs. 
Otto Horwitz, Asst. Rec. Secretary, is to be congratulated on 
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the •dmirablt coHecdon of material for our eadiibit at tiie Con- 



The contents of the bolt sent to Sjrracuse mmrt as follows: 

FOR DtSTRIBtTTTOlT. 

80 copies of the "Alumnae News." 

20 copies of Constitution and By-Laws. 

75 copies of Reports for 1897. 

20 copies Circular of Child Study Committee. 

Book containing' clippings. Field Day Cards of Science 
Committee, etc. — Miss Isaacs. 

12 parcels of sample work — Child Study Committee — Dr. 
Conant 

Four pictures of the children at Alumnae House-^Miss Wells. 

Announcements — Shakespeare Qass — for '90, '91, '92, '94, 

'95. '96. 

Notes of presentation of Wadleigh Memorial. 

"Herald of the Fair." 

Catalogue of Alumnae Library. 

Reports of Association for '89, '91, '9^ '93, '94, '95, '96, '97. 

Circular for Child Study, '96, '97. 

Notice of the meeting at the opening of Alumnse House. 

"In Memoriam" notice. 

Cards of admission and notices of Alumnae "At Homes." 

Card for Christmas Donation to Kindergarten. 

Subscription blank of "Alumnae News." 



The Reception and Testimonial to Dr. Tftoraas W. Hufiter* 



On October i6th last a most remarkable gathering took place 
at the Waldorf Hotel in this city. Middle aged and gray-haired 
men whose school days were completed in the dim and distant 
past, assembled there to testify to their respect for and apprecia- 
tion of Dr. Thos. W. Hunter. 

Thirty, and in some cases forty years ago, these men had been 
schoolboys under the care of Principal Hunter in old School No. 
35. Every walk of life was represented — doctors, lawyers, judges, 
authors, merchants, men whose names are known throughout 
this great city for the eminence they had attained in their r^ 
spective callings had all cast aside the duties and responsibilities 
of life, and recalling the associations of days long since passed, 
united in showing their love and admiration for the man who hail 
equipped them to fight the battle of life. 
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A spirk t){ C Httgwia sm and comraderie pervaded the assem- 
blage such as is seldom witnessed at public dhmers. Many 
greeted each other "widi hearty handshakes wto liad not met 
before for thirty years, or ^nce t^ieh* graduation. 

Dr. HuHler himsetf-was visibly affected. Whein be responded 
to the address of Judge AihsDti, presenting him with a loving: 
cnp, fhere was a tone of sympadiy in his voice which showed bow 
keenly he felt the sentiment which the occasion inspired. 

The former teachers of the school who were present, Mrs. G. 
S. Hall, nee Miss S. E. Heybeck and Mr. Andrew J. Whiteside, 
completed tiie link which carried the memory back to the oM 
days of No. 35, and it was only when they had been escorted frcm 
the gallery to one of the tables on the floor of the Banquet Hail 
that the '*boys" really felt that the surroundings were complete. 

It marked an epoch also in the educational history of New 
York, What a stride between the past and the present What an 
improvement had been made in the school buildings and in the 
system itself during the last quarter of a century. And yet what 
a testimonial to the elficiency and thoroughness of the work ac- 
complished in that grand old school did that assemblage exhibit 
Few reunions of collie or university could furnish more exam- 
ples of men who had achieved success in the truest sense of that 
word, than this. No wonder Dr. Hunter said that it was the 
proudest moment of his life. His name will long be identified 
with the Normal College, and he can well afford to be gratified 
at the results he has there accomplished. But above all, his chil- 
dren cherish in their recollection the genuine love, tenderness 
and affection exhibited for him on that evening by the "boys" of 
old No. 35. 

After a most beautiful dinner had been served and some of the 
old school songs had been sung, the address of welcome was de- 
livered by Mr. Charles Putzel. His Honor, Mayor William L. 
Strong, then responded to the toast "The City of New York.** 
He could not refrain from referring to the fact that a large pro- 
portion of the "Boys" of No. 35 appeared to be holding office 
under his administration, and that each of the political parties 
then seeking the suflFrages of the people had at least one of its 
candidates represented. 

A masterly speech was made by the President of the Board of 
Education, Mr. Charles Bulkley Hubbell, in which Dr. Hunter's 
early life was portrayed, and his contribution to the cause of 
education in this city was pointed out Hon. Francis M. Scott, 
counsel to the Corporation, and since elected a Justice of the 
Supreme Court, humorously recalled some of his earlier experi- 
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ences as a pupil in No. 35, and paid a handsome tribute to the 
guest of honor. 

Hon. J. Edward Simmons, Ex-President of the Board of 
Education, and a life long friend of Dr. Hunter, traced the pro- 
gress of education in this city and contrasted it most favorably 
with other cities. As already stated, Judge Thomas Allison, 
also a former scholar in No. 35, presented on behalf of the "Boys'* 
a most elaborate silver loving cup to Dr. Hunter. 

The reply of Dr. Hunter came from his heart. It was the 
simple and pure expression of a sincere man at the manifestations 
of gratitude and respect that were showered upon him. It was 
not prepared, but spontaneous and went directly to the hearts of 
his former pupils. Not more indelibly are the words of presenta- 
tion, inscribed on the face of the loving cup, than are the words 
he uttered on the hearts of those who listened to him. 

Mr. Jacob W. Mack, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Normal College, then delivered a most admirable address 
upon that institution. 

He was followed by Dr. George B. Fowler, Health Com- 
missioner, who spoke briefly on "Some Recollections of the 
Past." Hon. Ashbel P. Fitch, Comptroller of the city, and a 
graduate of No. 35, was very happy in his reference to some of the 
old days at school. 

The final toast, "The relation of the teacher to the school 
boy," was responded to by Mr. Wm. G. McCormack, an ex- 
trustee of No. 35 in the days of Dr. Hunter's principalship. 

A most unique feauture wound up this enjoyable and mem- 
orable evening. 

The scene was transferred to the "large room" of No. 35, with 
Mr. Hunter presiding. One of the "boys" whom Mr. Hunter 
had interrupted some thirty years before in the middle of a song 
which he was singing without permission in a class-room, was 
summoned to the front and commanded to resume and finish it. 
Mr. George W. Van Siclen, a lawyer of high standing, obeyed 
the summons, and after bowing in the approved school-boy style, 
complied with the command of his old principal. 

Master Lewis S. Burchard, who many ears ago graduated 
from that title, was then directed to read a composition on "A 
Visit to Central Park," and the order during that exercise could 
not be called an improvement on the days of yore. The "boys" 
were convulsed with laughter and gave vent to their feelings in 
outbursts of mirth and applause that would have been a shock 
to the discipline of thirty years ago. 

Master Daniel F. Hays, now a member of the Bar, was di- 
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Tected to close the exercises by reciting the "Famine," from Hia- 
watha, as he had so often done thirty years before. 

As one of the principles of No. 35 was obedience, he willingly 
complied, and thus the exercises and a rare and ever to be re- 
membered reunion ended. 



Child-Study. 



The Committees on Child Study and Kindergarten announce 
to the members of the Associate Alumnae and their friends, the 
following program for the season of 1897-8. The meetings will 
be held in Lecture Room B, Normal College, at 4 P. M. (En- 
trance on 68th Street, near Park Avenue.) 

Second Tuesday* in November (Nov. 9). 

Topic: Carrying the Kindergarten into the 

Grammar School. 
Discussion. Dr. F. Monteser. 

First Tuesday* in December (Dec. 7). 

Topic: Illiteracy: Causes and Cures. 
Discussion. Prof. Percival Chubb. 

First Tuesday* in January Qan. 4). 

Topic: Music and the Child. 

Sarah Eliot Newman. 
Vocal and Musical Illustrations. 
Discussion. 

First Thursday in February (Feb. 3). 

Topic: Growth. 
Discussion. Dr. Franz Boas. 

First Thursday in March (March 3). 

Topic: "Fingers and Thumbs." 
Discussion. Dr. Edgar Dubs Shimer. 

First Thtu-sday in April (April 7). 

Topic: Reports on the Obedience of Children. 

Harriet H. Keith. 
Dr. Hannah De Milt. 
Mary H. Nolen. 
Discussion. 

Note. — Mothers and teachers are requested to send answers 
to the following questions : 

Give instances where children inclined to disobedience have 
shown a willingness to obey. 

* Members will please note the change of day from Thursday to Tuesday in Nov- 
^ember, December and January. 
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Do -exceplmiElly obedient chiKb-em show eaoceplaonal mtelli- 
gence in any directiosi, idf Tioe versa? State cases. 

lis there may dasiger in cnforomg prompt obedieiioe .at all 
•times. 

Does military discipline in schools conduce to halntsof obedi^ 
ence in the home or in general? 

Does a system of enforced obedrance ever result in willing 
obedience? 

What is the earliest s^e at which obedience should be re- 
quired? 

What sort of people do children show a readiness to obey? 
What difference in children in this respecft? 

Is the inclination to obedience or to disobedience due to tem- 
perament or to training? 

What relation between disobedience and contrariness? 

Does allowfng children to choose 'engender tlie habit of dis- 
obedience? 

Second Thursday in May (May 12). 

Topic : Reports of the Work of the Hound Tables. 

Mrs. Morris Cooper. 
Dr. Emily Ida ConanL 

**ROUN1!) TABLBS." 

1. A meeting of ihe Committee on Child Study will be held 
on the second Tuesday of the months from October to June, for 
the purpose of classifying data received from mothers, teachers, 
and students in the college. The meetings in October and June 
are also for the transaction of business. 

2. The Mothers' Round Table will be conducted by Mrs. 
Morris Cooper. It will meet twice a month from November to 
May inclusive, at the Normal College. 

Dr. Merrill has consented to speak at the first meeting on 
"The Selection of a School," Tuesday, October 19th, at 2.30 P. M. 

All communcations, including answers to questions on the 
topic "Obedience," should be addressed to the Chairman of the 
Child Study Committee, Normal College. 

Committee on Child Study of the Associate Alumnae: Emily 
Ida Conant, Chairman ; Jenny B. Merrill, Vice-Chairman ; Harriet 
H. Keith, Secretary; Mary A. Wells, Ella Clapp Rush, Mary H. 
Nolen, Hannah De Milt, Amanda F. Lang, Valerie S. Cooper 
(Mrs.), Margaret Fezandie (Mrs.), Lillian M. Elliot, Elise W. 
Kornmann, Louisa Bruckmann. 



Will the readers of the "News" who know the addresses of the 
following graduates, kindly send same to the Chairman of Com- 
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mittee on Statistics, Biatiche H. Aftiold> ^4Sf West End Avenue, 

New York City. 

Laura F. Akott, Helen V. Bleasby, Martha Baldwin, Mary 

Bennet, Sarah E. Browning, Etira J. Butler, Eva Baker, Emily 

Behrens, Emma J. Beckwith, Jeannette S. Baldwin, Carrie W. 

Bankish, Annie J. Beach, Emily Coe, Mary E, Coffin, Cora L. 

Cnitkshank, Ida F. Conway, Minnie V. Clark, Elizabeth A. 

Callahan, Annie C. Childs, Kate S. Colbum, Emma Cummins, 

Maggie A. Donohue, Caroline B. Drummond, Maggie L. Duane, 

Kate A. Dwyer, Elizabeth M. Duggan, Harriet Davison, Marion 
E. Ellsworth, Alice M. Ellis, Sarah Friedman, Minnie Feitze, 
Ella Field, Delia Flannesy, Isabella Frankenheimer, Annie E. 

Goethals, Mary C. Graham, Nettie J. Griffiths, Matilda Hesse, 
Julia E. Holly, Emma Heyman, Minnie Hardy, Sarah A. Ham- 
mill, Mary C. Iden, Sarah F. Jennings, Hattie A. Kugler, Pauline 
Keeler, Matilda Kennedy, Mary L. Lewis, Ida B. Leverich, Emma 
Lowenstein, Nelly M. Leahy, Adelaide Lyon, Delia C. Lally, Mar- 

ret McGiveny, Lydia Q. McCarthy, Mary C. McCarty, Edith 
Merritt, Emma J. McKibben, Conelieta Mesa, Mary A. Mur- 
ray, Margaret A. McCarthy, Olive Morgan, Belle Norris, Sarah 
Nusbaum, Margaret L. O'Brien, Mariana de Palma, Rosa J. 
Perkins, Antonia Pokomy, Katie Quinn, Katherine M. Quigley, 
Louise Richardson, Christina E. Riger, Anna S. Reed, Tillie 
Rothschild, Emma Rogge, Frances Scott, Mary V. Sinnott, Mary 
Sulzbacher, Blua Sanders, Annie L. Smith, Mary Sullivan, Carrie 
Seligman, Flora K Terry, Leonora Warner, Hannah Wilcox, 
Matilda Young, Pildad Zenea. 



Child-Study Conference. 



On the second Tuesday in November, the first of a series of 
discussions on child study was held in the College. Dr. F. Mon- 
teser, of the N. Y. U. School of Pedagogy, read a paper entitled 
"Carrying the Kindergarten into the Grammar School." The 
substance of the paper was as follows: 

Since the kindergarten principles rest on a true basis they 
are bound to obtain a wider application. One of the cardinal 
truths held by Froebel is the continuity of education. The mind 
of the infant, the child, the youth and the man is nevertheless one 
mind. Therefore the fundamental principles which are true in 
the kindei^arten must be true in the grammar schools, varying 
the particular method according to the age of the pupil. 

First among these principles is that of self-activity. The 
problem of education is not how to best help the child, but how to 
place him in a position to help himself. The imparting of knowl- 
edge is subordinate; the important aim being the stimulation of 
the pupil's power of creation, accompanied with pleasureable 
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. emotion in exercising this power. The psychology of the present 
day is certainly tending toward that of Froebel. 

In the tnodem school-room the child becomes a discoverer, an 
observer. He weighs and measures to find true relations of num- 
bers ; he molds hills, rivers, etc., rather than memorizes definitions 
of these things; he makes his own reading lessons, based on the 
many things he has observed, and to preserve the balance between 
the practical and the emotional, good literature is presented to 

him. Art, literature and music all hold a goodly share of the 
pupils' attention. Even from the utilitarian standpoint this is 
good since the aesthetic lends charm and interest to the practical. 

Froebel then has anticipated the present psychology in pre- 
senting the idea that the whole mentsd life is bound up with the 
motor system. 

Self-activity, however, does not imply the elimination of the 
teacher. The function of the teacher is to direct this self-activity 
by careful selection of material. Froebel did this for the kinder- 
garten, it remains for the superintendent to do the same for the 
school. Here Dr. Monteser gave us the cheering assurance that 
"we must continue to have new courses of study." As we pro- 
• gress and get a clearer view of the child's needs we find that the 
old courses do not meet them. 

But in supplying material on which the child exercises his 
activity, manual or mental, care must be taken not to scatter or 
diffuse the pupils' attention. The correlation of various subjects 
is the antidote to this danger. 

And withal we must not forget the individuality of the child. 
Though large classes may make some mass work necessary, the 
teacher must ever keep before her the child's individual charac- 
teristics. 

In four ways then has the kindergarten idea penetrated into 
the schools: in the cultivation of self-activity, the introduction of 
the play spirit, lending spontaneity to the work; unification of 
studies, and above all, respect for the child's individuality. 

After the lecture, its discussion was opened to the meeting. 
Dr. Merrill spoke of the tendency in the present kindergarten to 
cram work, making the amount of work done the criterion of 
success rather than the development of the child. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 7, Professor Percival Chubb will speak on 
"Illiteracy: Causes and Cure." 

The Alumnae Science Committee expect to organize a class 
for the study of birds, with Miss Isabel Eaton as leader. There 
will probably be six talks, followed by field days in Central Park, 
beginning early in January. The subjects of the talks will in- 
clude: "Winter Birds," "Spring Birds," "Nesting Habits," "Mi- 
gration," etc. Dues for the course, $2.00 to members of As- 
sociate Alumnae, $2.50 to all other women. Will all who desire 
to join such a class send their names and addresses to Miss A. 
M. Isaacs, no East 73d Street, before December 15th? 
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Reviews. 



The "Study of Mediaeval History, by the Library Method,"* 
is a practical work for use in the classroom prepared by Merle S. 
Getchell, A. M. It begins with the Barbarian migrations and 
settlements, and covers the whole Mediaeval period, under each 
topic citing pages for reference. That there may be no mistake 
in the edition of the author cited, a list of books for reference is 
given, giving title, author, publisher and date of publication. 
The book also contains chronological tableis of the rulers of Eng- 
land, France, Germany and the Holy Roman Empire during the 
Middle Ages, and a list of historical works (fiction and romance) 
dealing with the Mediaeval period. 

"The Wake Robin Series."t These readers present to the 

child the beginnings of history, biography, literature and science 

at the time when he is ready for a reader of the First or Second 
Grade. Their plan rests on the supposition that the child is not 
then too young to receive his first ideas of famous men and great 
events, though the accounts of these must be given in simplest 
language. 

The first volume through the talks, the play of the children at 
home and at school, make real the famous figures of Columbus^ 
Washington, Lincoln, Franklin and others. In the second the 
lives of these men are unfolded with more of the historical touch, 
yet with picturesque interest. 

"The Kindergarten Review"^ for November is an interesting 
number full of valuable suggestion to many beside the mothers 
and kindergartners, to whom it especially appeals. Among other 
valuable papers it contains an able article on "The Connecting 
Qass" — the transition between kindergarten and primary school 
— by Sarah Louise Arnold. It also reprints Mary A. Wells* "Be- 
fore Nine O'Qock at Alumnae House," originally published in 
the "Alumnae News." 

"The Teachers' Institute,"§ for November, contains much in- 
teresting matter, "Nature Study in Winter," "A Talk About the 
Stars for November," "Practical Pedagogy," etc., etc. 



Drawing: and Painting in the Schoolroom-^IV. 



In choosing subjects for painting lessons let us first go to 
nature and use what she in season offers. Even when the pros- 
pect of finding specimens looks most unpromising in the light of 

* Study of Mediaeval History by the Library Method — Getchell; 
Ginn & Co., New York and Boston; $0.55. 

t Wake Robin Series; Potter, & Putnam, New York. 

t Kindergarten Review: Emilie Poulsson, Editor; $2.00 yearly; Mil- 
ton Bradley Co., Springfield, Mass. 

§ Teachers* Institute; $1.00 yearly; E. L. Kellogg &Co., New York. 
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a wintry sky and a snowy earth, the evergreens, then in their 
prime, will fill the need for many lessons, which for artistic effect 
may prove among the most successful of the year's studies. 

"Oh, hemlock tree, how faithful are thy branches/' and how 
delightfully interesting for the little folks to paint! Its leaves are 
so like those of the beloved "Christmas tree," but growing in con- 
venient attitudes without those troublesome positions that one 
little artist was described as "coming at you." The model should 
be carefully posed with truth to the natural droop of the hem- 
lock's branches, and the stems painted first to g^ve position. The 
rugged character of the stems should be noticed, and the brush 
can easily produce this effect if the paint is used quite dry. A 
nice test in finding the right shade of green will be had when the 
leaves are painted, for green bice is too strong and will need mix- 
ing with brown. This fact the children should discover from ex- 
periment. Begin at the highest needle and work downward, 
fiving due regard to the width, length and position of every leaf, 
lie dark side of the stem should be shaded with sepia, and what- 
ever dark places may occur among the leaves. It is very pretty 
to add one of the dainty hemlock cones, nestling confidingly on 
the branch, but whether the children paint them or not, they 
should be shown, for much botany may be learned from handling 
nature specimens, and children will be surprised to hear of and 
perhaps find the tiny, naked seed under the cone scales, and to feel 
that from it might spring one of the grants of the forest, that 
"Stand like harpers hoar with beards that rest on their bosoms." 
Ruskin says "The pine shadows rest upon a nation," and he 
goes on to show how a people brought up under these "green 
roofs" become strong in purpose and vivid in imagination. Let 
us give the child a chance to throw, literally, the shadow of the 
pine upon one page of his book, even if it be but that of a small 
spray, and see what inspiration he receives thereby. The refresh- 
ing odor and the restful beauty will win at once the attention, 
so that when you ask for the colors noticed, the answers will come 
fast — Vandyke brown, burnt sienna, gamboge, black, sepia, yel- 
low ochre (where the pith is seen at the end of a broken branch) 
and perhaps other colors. A good idea is to have a color scale of 
all colors noticed, made by the children at the side of the page 
before painting, A color probably not noticed by the» class may 
be the purplish cast of the stem. Attention must be called to 
it, however, and the class shown that the right color cannot be 
obtained without the addition of purple to the brown. The 
sword-like character of the needles, their growth in bundles, scars 
left by former leaves, and the beautiful colored terminal bud 
should be thoroughly discussed before or while painting, and the 
direction of the various needles carefully noted. The movemenik 
while painting should be outward, thus showing growth. It is 
advisable to give out specimens, simple in character, with few 
needles, for beginners would get lost in the maze of numbers, and 
children are always dissatisfied if they cannot complete a study in 
its details. 

An excellent summary is to have children paint a thumb-naif 
sketch of a pine tree in all its perfection of straightness and' 
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strength and rugged grandeur. Then muster to your service a 
number of the l^utiful poetic selections referring to this noble 
tree* Here are a few: 

" 'Minnewawa,' said the pine tree ; 
'Mudwayaushka,' said the water." 

"Far, far around shall those dark clustered trees 
Fledge the wild-ridged mountains, steep by steep." 

**Fragrant pine tree of the forest, evergreen still as in youth 
Fling abtoad through all the ages thy wonderful message of 
truth." 
A special lesson on the pine cone is desirable, and if the dry 
cones be wet before the lessoa they will close their scales and be 
easier studies. 

In looking about for other subjects remember that 

"Underneath the mountain pine 
Springs the hardy-growing vine." 

And be mindful also of 

"Thd ivy green that loves to dare. 
That's fain to climb, and firm to bear." 

While from the mystic woodland comes the elfin cry, 

"We paint the holly berry 
To make your Christmas merry." 

Virginia S; Keith. 

Lichens. 

To the uninitiated lichens are all "grey moss." Longfellow 
refers to our little tufted lichen, the so-called "beard moss," when 
he says : 

"This is the forest primeval; 
The murmuring pine and the hemlock. 
Bearded with moss and in garments green, 
Indistinct in the twilight, stand like Druids of old, 
With voices sad and prophetic ; stand lilce harpers hoar. 
With beards that rest on their bosoms." 

The reindeer "moss" (Qadonia rangiferius), a true lichen, is 

familiar to us all. It is the mainstay of that most useful animal, 

the reindeer. With us, it seldom exceeds two inches in height, 

but in Lapland it sometimes attains a height of one foot and a 
half. It occurs frequently in white, sandy soil, in company with 
another lichen^ beloved of the children, and called the "cup moss" 
(Qadonia comucopioides) ; little trays of grey cups, fit for the 
use of Titania herself, some of the fluted edges studded with pink, 
some with browa gems (the reproductive organs). On bleak 
hill-side rocks, old stone-walls, trees in the woods, and in arid 
sand-wastes ^e seen these little tufted beards, parti-colored 
rosettes, grey stains (Parmdia), and membranotis expansions 
(sticta), whicfb. ace vccy flexible when moist, and correspondingly 
brittle when dcy.. So well adapted to resist all dimatic changes 
are the lichens that tbsy may be fanind from equator to poles, and 
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on the summits of the loftiest mountains when all other vegeta- 
tion has succumbed to the icy throes of the Frost Spirit. 

Of them Ruskin writes: "Strong in lowliness, they neither 
blanch in heat nor pine in frost. To them, slow-fingered, con- 
stant-hearted, is intrusted the weaving of the dark eternal tapes- 
tries of the hills; to them, slow-pencilled, iris-dyed, the tender 
framing of their endless imagery. Sharing the stillness of the 
unimpassioned rock, they share also its endurance; and while the 
winds of departing spring scatter the white hawthorn. blossoms, 
like drifted snow, and summer duns in the parched meadow the 
drooping of its cowslip gold, far above among the mountains, 
the silver lichen spots rest, star-like on the stone, and the gather- 
ing orange-stain upon the edge of yonder western peak reflects 
the sunsets of a thousand vears." Mari^ L. Sanial. 



The Brothers. 



Two brothers, dwelling in a distant land, 

Were housed apart, for one was of the court. 
Rich, powerful, the other mean and poor. 

And so one day, the elder came to stand 
Before his father and to make report 

Of what had chanced to him in all that land. 
And gifts to offer from his growing store. 

"Where is my other son?" a question born 
From out the silence, met his eager heart. 

"Am I my brother's keeper?" he in scorn 

Made answer. And there came a stern "Thou art!" 

Years passed. The elder brother slowly learned 

To help the younger in a hundred ways; 

Gave food for asking, warmed his dwelling place. 
And never from his own rich dwelling spurned 

The other's rags. Then in the latter days, 
With secret hope of praises dearly earned, 

Once more he stood before his father's face. 

"Where is my other son?" he heard again. 

"My father, all thy bidding I have done, 
Fed, clothed and taught him. What doth fail me then?" 

"Thou comest alone. Where is my other son?" 

Long ages full of failure passed away ; 

And as the bettered davs went sbftlv bv, 
They shone at last upon a place where stood 

Two brothers, strong of heart and clear of eye. 
And one said to the other, "'Tis the dav 

When we must go together, thou and I, 
And tell our father of our mutual good." 

But even then a voice between them fell ; 

"No need to seek me far as once thou didst, 
For since my two dear sons together dwell. 

So, I have come to tarry in their midst." 

-Taken from "Chicago Commons." Sarah C. Day. 
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EDITORIAL. 



The first separate report of our East Side settlement, the Nor- 
mal College Alumnae House, will probably reach the members 
of the Association before the "News" is issued. 

The Executive Committee of Alumnae House has worked 
hard over it, and the report deserves careful consideration. Such 
social settlements to be successfully carried on need both earnest 
workers and financial support. You may be able to give either 
time or money. If not, your influence, your interest, your under- 
standing of the reason for existence of the Alumnae House means 
much toward the furtherance of its useful work. 

Some changes in its domestic economy may be noted here. 
There are now three of our Alumnae resident at the House. In 
November a regular housekeeper was installed there, this 
change being considered a necessity by the Executive Committee. 
After this Wednesday will be the Reception Day at the House. 
You are invited to visit it and to bring any friends who may be in- 
terested in such work as is done there. 



Thanksgiving Day at tlie Alumnas House, Nov. 35, 1897. 

This was the seventh Thanksgiving for the Alumnae Kinder- 
garten and the fourth for the Alumnae House. 

For the last three years the House Tlianksgiving has begun 

Kstered at the Post Office at New York as Second C\aa& lAaWet. 
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on Wednesday in the Training Department of the Normal 
College. 

Perhaps some of the thrill that the Training School people feel 
at this season is due to Miss Parsels's Thanksgiving proclamation 
in which she tells the children that there is a kindergarten sup- 
ported by the Alumnae of the college and suggests that they aid 
this work by bringing food and clothing to be distributed as it may 
be needed in the families represented in the Kindergarten. 

On Wednesday morning unwonted burdens were carried by 
willing messengers whose eager interest in the growing piles in 
the receiving room found enthusiastic expression. 

This year the Clothing Committee took charge of these dona- 
tions, classifying them on the spot and thereby reducing the task 
of caring for them to a minimum. 

The expressman, who enjoys this annual experience as much 
as any one else, arrived promptly, and a line of fifty children 
loaded his wagon as by magic. **No room for barrels — must come 
again !" So there were two loads of this year's contributions. 

This is the House problem. We have heard that "a gift de- 
stroyeth the heart." Some of us know that certain g^fts rob people 
of the birthright of Americans — their independence. How can 
this food and clothing be made to do good and not evil? 'Twere 
better that they had never been given than that they be made a 
means of lessening the thrift or self-respect of any. The problem 
is many-sided. 

There are several families that have been overtaken by sudden 
and dire calamity. Their need is undeniable and they are in no 
way responsible for it. A barrel here, a basket there will be but 
the friendly assistance that Greek owes Greek. It was a rare 
pleasure to pack these barrels and baskets. We stopped now and 
then to feel how glad we were. 

Under the cover of darkness the residents of the House sallied 
forth — one with a clothes basket full to the brim. Almost to the 
East River, then across a vacant lot they threaded their way 
among tomato cans, bowlders and shafts of wagons that were 
housed in Robinhood*s barn, to the door of a little home in a lit- 
tle gray wooden house. Only one, the one who knows best how 
to do such errands, remained at the door. The other two re- 
treated into the darkness. There were tears in the voice that said : 
"Good-bye and God bless you," and we knew that the dear mother 
felt less desolate on this, her first Thanksgiving alone with her 
children. 

Next, to the top floor of a tenement house. The clothes 
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basket would have been too conspicuous, market baskets were 
better. 

In our absence a barrel from a school and a box from a kinder- 
garten were left at the House, and the happy work of unpacking 
and packing went on till midnight. 

Thanksgiving Day brought the kind friends who for several 
years have invited the children of the Kindergarten to dine at the 
Alumnae House. The simple, delicious dinner was daintily served 
by many willing hands. At first the little ones were very silent — 
perhaps the white cloths on their checkered tables and the many 
strange faces overwhelmed them. By the time the ice cream was 
served conversation had become general, and there were centers 
of wit from which came sounds of merriment. In vain we tried 
to catch the joke; we only saw the effects, and they were conta- 
gious enough. 

Three little ones who are comparative strangers came to the 
feast. There will be no dinner in their home, we know, for one 
of us has come from the crowded room with a vision of misery 
that will not soon depart. The baby's lip quivers and at last the 
sobs break forth. He is frightened. We take him into the hall 
and offer a woolly dog. His face brightens as he sees the stairs. 
Yes, he will even take the dog. The little feet begin to climb — 
up, up we go — the poor baby thinks this is the way home. We 
dread his disappointment, but the toilsome ascent is not finished 
when the big sister arrives and the baby's troubles are at an end. 

The last good-bye is said over the big basket of fruit, from 
which each child takes what he likes best. 

The evening. There is a sharp quick ring of the bell. The 
door is opened to a crescent-shaped group of hideous false faces 
crowned with grotesque head-gear. It is only after a gasp that 
one sees the boys behind and beneath all this. The spokesman, 
his right arm buttoned within his jacket, rattles off a glib speech 
concerning his misfortune. 

"Ah! I see, you want me to direct you to a hospital for the 
crippled — Forty-second street and Lexington — ?" "Thank you, 
thank you, ma'am! but a piece of punkin pie might cure me." 
The merriest of laughs came from the group — there are only 
twelve, and there are three pumpkin pies in the refrigerator — ^not 
a soul is to be seen on the street. Without a word the door is 
closed but the mind readers stand fast. Three divided by twelve 
equals what? A quarter of a pie for each boy. "Hush, boys, 
there is just enough to go round !" Out comes the lost arm, down 
come the masks, friendly faces shine in the darkness. Still as mice 
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they are, but we are discovered; the twelve grows to twenty, 
and the last sixteen get only an eighth of a pie. 

The situation might have become embarrassing had not the 
boys grasped it, and scattered in every direction, leaving their 
host to wonder whether she had been wise or otherwise. The 
pies she could restore next morning, everyone had enjoyed the 
fun, and the sympathy with the boys had been reciprocated with 
surprising tact. 

Another ring makes the decision "otherwise." There is a 
group in citizens clothes at the foot of the steps; tattered, mother- 
less John, who knows where hearts warm to him, has come up to 
do the talking. He looks at the crumbs by the door, and lets his 
hungry eyes speak for him : "I am so sorry ! There isn't any more 
pie in the house. I wish I had enough for you all. Good-night." 
There is talking outside, and a number of boys come up to the 
door. 

It was foolish, perhaps, to begin anything like this! 

But an angry voice (the voice of a boy who means the House 
shall not be troubled) is heard, "You touch that bell and Til fire 
you down the steps!" 

And the bell rings no more! 



« Anchor Club." 



Friday evenings are dominated by the Anchor Club. Not 
that the club lays claim to the front basement, for there are gprown- 
up girls sewing down there o' nights. But the Anchor is in tri- 
umphant possession of kindergarten rooms, halls, front steps, 
sidewalks, piano, games and Welsbach lights, and rejoicing in 
such possession, the wearers of the Anchor manage to have a 
good and glorious time. 

Friday evening, December loth, was one to be long remem- 
bered as a red-letter day in the annals of the Club. 

The Hon. Robert P. Porter kindly promised to g^ve a talk on 
Japan, and the Club invited its friends. There must have been 
two hundred people packed into those small and narrow rooms, 
big boys and grown girls, and little children, and Bohemian 
mothers and babies. And never was an audience more intent, 
more appreciative. 

Professor Gillet and Mr. Hunt were very good to us, and with 
their kindly assistance Mr. Porter's talk was illustrated by the 
most delightful Japanese views. The lantern slides were made 
from photographs selected in Japan and colored by native artists. 
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so that the strangeness and brilliancy of them were a delight even 
to eyes that had seen much of such things. 

The great policeman who did yeoman's service that evening 
in managing, amiably but firmly, the outgoing from such narrow 
quarters, agreed with the boyish president of the club that it was 
a "gpreat show," and wanted to know when there was going to be 
another. He said he'd like to come. 

And the Anchor Club desires to express its thanks to Mr. 
Porter and to Professor Gillet and Mr. Hunt, and hopes they will 
come yet again to East Seventy-second street. 



Christmas Gifts. 



The House is in the midst of a people whom St. Nicholas visits 
before his great round has begun, and it has not been omitted in 
this early distribution of gifts. 

The good old Saint always has been partial to lights, and, while 
the waxen tapers of many colors are doubtless still dear to his 
heart, he has availed himself of all modem improvements that tend 
to brighten dark places. Thanks to him and the friend who was 
his emissary there is no more straining of eyes over reading, writ- 
ing or sewing during evenings or dark winter afternoons, for the 
first floor rooms are now lighted by Welsbach light. 

This early start in his season's work is a practical expression 
of his appreciation of the value of time. And his general desire 
to help others to use it to the best advantage may be seen in a sec- 
ond gift to the House*. It came one morning in a large box. The 
children sat in wondering expectation while it was opened, for it 
was something for them. "It's oranges maybe," said one whose 
Thanksgiving experiences were still in mind. "Eggs," said an- 
other, "and that stuff is put in so they can't break." The last wrap- 
ping removed showed the much-needed, long-wanted clock. A 
new clock. A clock that strikes. Its low musical naming of the 
hours can be heard all through the house, and every one who has 
any working interest here will join in sending thanks. 

It stands upon our mantel with ivy growing round it, and over 
it hangs the "Angelus." In the merry, busy morning hours the 
first sound of its bell is heeded. Work or play, song or story 
ceases and there is silence that may be felt — a moment's unity — 
then work goes cm, but voices are unconsciously gentler. 

May these two gifts show forth the New Year's prospect for us 
all — more light and time truly measured. 

Mary A, Wkixs. 
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Normal College Alumnae House, 

446 East J2d Street. 



January, 1898. 



Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Library, 3 to 5. 

Picture Library, 3 to 4. 

Singing Class, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Clothing Committee, 3 to 5. 

Cooking Class, 3 130 to 5 130. 

Librar\', 7:30 to 8:30. 

Boys' Club, 8 to 9. 
Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 10. 

Sewing Class, 3:30 to 5. 

Calisthenic Class, 8 to 9. 

Penny Bank, 9 to 12. 
Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Nature Study Class, 3:30 to 4:30. 

Doll's Dressmakers, 3 130 to 5. 
Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Boys' Clubs, 7:30 to 9. 

Girls' Clubs, 7:30 to 9. 

Penny Provident Bank, 8 to 9. 

Child-Study. 



The Committee on Child Study held the second meeting of the 
season on Tuesday, December 17th. Prof. Percival Chubb, of the 
Ethical Culture Schools, was the speaker of the day. He read a 
paper on Illiteracy: Causes and Cures. 

The problem, as presented by Prof. Chubb, is "How to get 
young people to speak and write correctly." Prof. Chubb's ex- 
perience has been mainly with children who come from refined 
families, where good English is supposed to be spoken in the 
home, and yet he says it is positively painful to listen to the boys 
and girls. Their grammar is poor, pronunciation miserable and 
expressions poorly chosen. The vocabularies appear to be lim- 
ited; much slang and few adjectives are used. With the girls 
"nice" and "elegant" serve every turn, while with the boys a thing 
is either "grand" or "rank." 

After two or three years' training in the high school (where the 
professor met most of his young people) the language in the class- 
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room seems to improve. But this is not a real gain in English, 
for the class-room boy and the play-ground boy are two individ- 
uals. "He doesn't want to play" when used among the boys out- 
side of school calls forth a stare, and maybe the accusation of "put- 
ting on airs." Isn't "don't" good enough for any fellow? To use 
the professors' own expression : "There seems to be an educated 
self, superimposed upon the unregenerated self — a sort of Jekyll 
and Hyde existence. As long as the child is in school he is a very 
good Dr. Jekyll, but once outside he relapses into the Mr. Hyde 
state." 

In order to overcome this difficulty, the parents must help. 
They must begin from the cradle, for Professor Chubb is a great 
believer in the educational value of nursery rhymes. The speaker 
thought that perhaps the mothers of to-day had too many club 
duties to allow themselves the privilege of spending much time 
with their children. If that is so, and a nurse must be employed, 
then she must be selected with great care, for the language of the 
nurse is often a great source of corrupted English. Teaching an- 
other tongue before our own is also the cause of much poor Eng- 
lish. Family reading circles, table conversation, including the 
children, and a careful supervision of their libraries, may be potent 
factors in raising the literary standard at home. 

In the schools, one great fault spoken of was the training of 
the eye at the expense of the ear. The system, not the teacher, is 
partly responsible, but the teacher can do much to obviate the diffi- 
culty. The child should be encouraged to talk more, even though 
he may write less. Rules in grammar and written analysis avail 
nothing unless they be applied in the spoken language. Then, 
too, the pupil should hear more in the way of literature to raise his 
standard. The teacher should frequently read good selections to 
the class. 

The barrier between the home and the school-child spoken 
of before, is due to excess of formal school work. More informal 
conversation should be introduced. Pupils should be led to ex- 
press the out-of-school self in the class-room. This, of course, 
requires much tact on the part of the teacher. Too much analysis 
at the time of talking robs the conversation of its spontaneity, 
while no correction deprives it of educational value. This exer- 
cise, then, must be carried on with much deliccy. 

If teacher and parent work together to raise the literary stand- 
ard of the children and make their language a matter of pride and 
patriotism with them the hoped for end may in time be accom- 
plished. L. B. 
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DrawinsT and Paintlnsr in the Schoolroom— V. 



One of the first technical points to teach children when hand- 
ling the brush is the washing in of surfaces and producing correct 
shapes without outlining. It is in reality much easier to shape a 
surface than it is to outline it, as shown by the fact that children 
can cut out representations of objects better than they can draw 
them. The tendency to outline with the brush is strong, however, 
with those who have acquired the habit from pencil drawing, but 
if from the beginning the teacher directs that the brush be "laid 
down upon the paper," just as the leaves and flower petals lie upon 
the desk, the children will soon become used to the method and be 
able to "wash in" rapidly surface covering of any shape. Show 
children that a large brush is very accommodating; it will make a 
fine mark or a broad stroke whenever the painter wishes. Train 
the eye to find the narrow places and the wide ones, for whatever 
the eye sees the hand may be safely trusted to interpret. 

Another aid to broad work, so desirable, is the making of 
silhouettes from large models placed at the front of the room, and 
allowing but three or four minutes for the completed "shadow pic- 
ture," made actual size with broad strokes of a large brush, in ink 
or black paint. Good models for silhouettes are rubber-plant 
leaves, cat-tail rushes,a fan, a pitcher, a candle-stick, a hat, etc., but 
the object should be posed against strongly contrasted back- 
ground. This exercise may be preliminary to any painting lesson, 
and is particularly desirable as giving rapidity and ease of move- 
ment and practice for the eye in discerning objects at a distance. 
It will also help to solve many perspective problems by concen- 
trating the attention on the apparent shape. 

Returning to the nature study arranged for the day's lesson, 
before specimens are shown the teacher might shape on the board 
from memory a mass of white chalk which children may guess to 
be a sweet potato, a banana, etc. Rejecting these answers, the 
teacher carefully shades the shapeless mass and there appears the 
picture of a dried and curled leaf. The children will thus be made 
acquainted with the correct method of procedure: 

1st. Showing the apparent shape of the object in a broad wash 
of a light color. 

2d. Shading, which makes the shape recognizable. 

3d. Showing important details by finishing touches. 

After this introduction, the teacher should erase the black- 
board work and distribute specimens of leaves, which the children 
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will no doubt be interested to paint, suggesting as they do Bry- 
ant's words: 

"Heaped in the hollows of the groves the withered leaves lie dead; 
They rustle to the eddying gusts and to the rabbit's tread." 

It is necessary to lead the children to notice shade upon objects 
and shadows cast by them. The latter are easy to see, but unless 
the principles of shading be carefully illustrated and explained 
many children will confound dark color with the dark side of an 
object. As light and shade can best be seen on white objects, the 
principles of shading should be taught from the plaster models of 
type solids upon which a good light is concentrated. The differ- 
ence in the shading to show the roundness of the cylinder, and the 
roundness as shown in the sphere may thus be noted, as well as the 
different effect of shade on a flat surface, such as the side of a cube. 
It will assist the eye and memory to ask children to cut out pic- 
tures of objects shaded in accordance with these principles, and 
these may be classified and mounted for reference in future 
lessons. Virginia S. Kbith. 

Announcements. 



Chii^d-Study. 
First Tuesday in January — ^Jan. 4. 

Topic: "Music and the Child," Sarah Eliot Newman. 
Vocal and Musical Illustrations. 
Discussion. 
Miss Newman read a paper on this topic at the New York 
State Convention of Teachers last June, which was of g^eat value 
to those who had the pleasure of hearing it. • 

The Mothers' Round Tabids. 

The Mothers' Round Table will hold its January meetings on 
Tuesdays, the 4th and the i8th, at 2:30 P. M. 

The meetings are usually held in the Wadlei^h Alcove, but it 
is always safer to make inquiries in the library before mounting the 
stairs. 

At the last meeting in November the following books were 
selected to be read in the order named : 

"The Moral Education of Children," by Felix Adler. 

"The Growth of the Brain," by Donaldson. 

"Froebel's Educational Laws," by Hughes. 

Any communications may be addressed to Mrs. Morris 
Cpoper, chairman, 102 East Seventy-fourth street. 
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Al^UMN^ HOUSH. 

Wednesday will be Reception Day at the Home and the head- 
worker, Miss Wells, or some member of the Executive Commit- 
tee will always be present to welcome visitors and explain the 
work carried on by the Home. It is hoped that the Alumnae will 
bear this day in mind and will come and bring any friends who 
may be interested. 

AtuMNiE Science Class — Ninth Term. 

The Normal College Alumnae Science Committee will organ- 
ize a class for the study of birds, with Miss Isabel Eaton as 
leader. There will be six "talks," followed by field days in 
Central Park, beginning early in January. The subjects of the 
talks will include "Winter Birds," "Spring Birds," "Nesting 
Habits," and "Migration". The dues for the course are $2 to 
members of the Associate Alumnae, and $2.50 to all other women. 
Those who desire to join the class will please send their names and 
addresses to Miss A. M. Isaacs, no East Seventy-third street 

The class will meet in the Library, Normal College, Tuesdays, 
at four P. M. The field days will take place Saturday mornings. 

January **At Home.** 

Miss Anita M. Earl and Mrs. George Kahn, '95, will pour tea 
at the next "At Home," January 12, 1898. 

Shakespeare Ci^ass. 

On December 20th and January loth. Miss Helen Gray Cone 
will begin the study of the first and second parts of Henry IV., 
with the respective sections of the Shakespeare Class. 

Comparative Literature Society. 

The Comparative Literature Society announces the pro- 
gramme for the Saturday morning conferences to be held at Car- 
negie Lyceum, Fifty-seventh street and Seventh avenue, 10 a, m., 
February 5th to April 9th, inclusive. Prof. Charles Sprague 
Smith is the Director. 

Until May i, 1898, all applicants will be received into mem- 
bership upon payment of the single fee of $10 for initiation and an- 
nual dues. After May i, 1898, an initiation fee of $10, in addition 
to the annual dues of $10, will be collected of all appUcants. 

Members of the Alumnae are requested to apply for member- 
ship through Miss Anna M. Hunter, chairman of the Shakespeare 
Committee, 2079 Fiith avenue, before February sth. 
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Saturday Morning Conferences. 

lo A. M. — February 5th to April 9th, inclusive: **The Dawn of 
Literature." 

I. "Man and His Wanderings." February 5th. 

II. "Nature of Man." February 12th. Prof. N. S. Shaler. 

III. "The Dawn of Literature in China and Japan." February 
19th. Prof. F. Wells Williams. 

IV. "The Dawn of Literature of India." February 26th. Prof. 
C. R. Lanman. 

V. "The Dawn of Literature in Egypt and Babylonia." March 
5th. Prof. C. H. Toy. 

VI. "The Dawn of Literature in Greece and Italy." March 
I2th. Prof. Thomas Davidson. 

VII. "The Dawn of Literature in Persia." March 19th. Prof. 
A. V. W. Jackson. 

VIII. "The Dawn of Arabic Literature." March 26th. Dr. 
Talcott Williams. 

IX. "The Dawn of Scandinavian Literature." April 2d. Prof. 
Charles Sprague-Smith. 

X. "Before the Dawn: Literature Among Savage Tribes." 
April 9th. Prof. D. G. Brinton. 



Evening Conferences. 

Fortnightly, Tuesday evenings, February and March, inclu- 
sive: "The Contemporary Drama," 

I. "The Contemporary Drama in France." February 8th, 
Prof. Adolphe Cohn. 

II. "The Contemporary Drama in Spain and Italy." Feb- 
ruary 22d. Prof. Luis A. Baralt. 

III. "The Contemporary Drama in Germany." March 8th. 
Prof. Kuno Francke. 

IV. "The Contemporary Drama in Scandinavia." March 22d. 
Prof. Charles Sprague-Smith. 



News and Notes. 



In November Miss Richman, principal of Grammar School 
Tj, celebrated the twenty-fifth aniversary of her work as a teacher. 
Miss Richman is one of our Alumnae and a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

The Executive Committee of the New York State Federation 
of Women's Clubs met in this city the first week in December, and 
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New York was unanimously decided upon as the place for the 
Fourth Annual Convention, to be held in November, 1898. 

Mrs. John I. Northrop was elected chairman of the Committee 
to Audit the Report of the Syracuse Convention, but declined to 
serve on account of the pressure of other duties. 

The account of the Alumnae of Normal College, in the Thanks- 
giving number of "Harper's Bazaar," was a direct result of the 
Federation, as was also the fact that our Association was among 
the first of the New York women's clubs to be described in the 
"Times' Illustrated Magazine," of December 5th. 



Report of the Executive Meetlnsr. 



A special business meeting of the Executive Committee was 
held in the college library, December nth, at 10 A. M., Dr. M. 
Augusta Requa, president, presiding. 

Several important matters were brought forward and dis- 
cussed. 

The resignation of Miss Florence Kip as Recording Secre- 
tary was accepted and Miss Anita M. Earl elected to fill the unex- 
pired term. 

Mrs. Northrop, as chairman of Alumnae Settlement Commit- 
tee, announced that the printed Kindergarten Report was nearly 
ready for distribution. Also stated that the Alumnae House had 
secured three residents, and that since the middle of November 
a regular housekeeper has been installed at the House. 

Mrs. Gibson, one of the delegates to the Third Annual Con- 
vention of Women's Clubs, held at Syracuse, November loth, nth 
and 1 2th, read a paper on the proceedings at said convention, call- 
ing special attention to the value of united effort for good. 

A suggestion — that hereafter the delegates to these conven- 
tions be elected by vote of the Executive Committee, instead of at 
the request of the President, as heretofore — was unanimously 
received and approved. 

On motion duly seconded it was resolved: 

1. That Loan Fund Committee be increased to consist of 
President and Superintendent of the College, and of the Finance 
Committee. 

2. That no further attempt be made to collect the debt of $200 
(which for so long a period has crippled the usefulness of the Loan 
Fund) ; that if any of said $200 be returned in the future it be then 
restored to the Loan Fund, provided that fund has not reached the 
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$500 limit, in which case the disposition of the amount in excess 
of said $500 shall be brought to the attention of the Executive 
Committee for their action. 

In this connection it was urged that too much secrecy had been 
observed in regard to loans; that in the future they should be 
considered in the light of a business transaction ; also that a small 
rate of interest be charged on said loans, thus relieving the bor- 
rower of any feeling of sentimental obligation. 

3. That, owing to the increasing expense incident to securing 
new members of the Executive Committee, a committee be ap- 
pointed by the President for the purpose of devising an improved 
method which should accomplish the result at less outlay. 

4. That the publication of the "Alumnae News" be continued 
until March i, 1898, at which time the Business Manager shall re- 
port on the financial condition of the same, thus enabling this 
committee to decide upon the advisability of continuing or sus- 
pending said publication. 

On motion by Dr. Margaret B. Wilson, duly seconded, it was 
resolved that the committee to assist the chairman on "Alumnae 
News" be increased to consist of a representative from each class, 
to be appointed by the chair. 

At the urgent request of Mrs. Charles S. Douglas, treasuref, 
it was moved by Mrs. Clara E. Williams, and seconded — that a 
committee of two be appointed by the chair to audit the accounts 
of the Associate Alumnae semi-annually. 

Just previous to the adjournment of the meeting. Miss Emma 
Requa called the attention of the executive to the request before 
the Board of Education — that one of the High Schools be called 
the Lydia F. Wadleig^h High School — and asked all those inter- 
ested to subscribe their names. 



Report of Convention. 



The third Annual Convention of the New York State Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs was held November loth, nth and 12th 
at the Women's Industrial Union, Syracuse. There were present 
about two hundred delegates, representing about one hundred 
and fifty clubs, with a total membership of over twenty thousand 
women. These clubs vary in numbers from ten members to fif- 
teen hundred, and are scattered all over the Empire State, not con- 
fined to our large cities; but many of the clubs doing good work 
flourish in small towns and hamlets remote from railroad centers. 
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Nearly one hundred clubs have joined the Federation during the 
last year. 

The opening session was held on Wednesday morning. The 
credentials of the delegates having been passed on, there was a 
roll call of clubs. Our Associate Alumnae was represented by two 
delegates, each entitled to a vote. 

The regular order of business was begun, the vice-president, 
Mrs. W. Tod Helmuth, occupying the chair in the absence of the 
president, Mrs. Montgomery, who was unable to be present on 
account of illness. Mrs. J. V. L. Lynch extended to the delegates 
a warm welcome in behalf of the club women" of the city, and re- 
referred to the fact that old Onondaga County was no stranger to 
federation, for in old colonial days Hiawatha, chief of his tribe, 
met his braves in council on the shores of Lake Onondaga and 
formed the League of the Five Nations. 

Reports from the Corresponding, the Recording Secretary 
and the Treasurer closed the regular business of the morning. 
The meeting then adjourned, the delegates being entertained at 
luncheon by the federated clubs of Syracuse, and later in the day 
an informal reception was given at the Kanatenah Club House, 
whose hospitable doors were thrown wide open, the rooms of the 
delightful old Colonial House being thronged the entire afternoon 
with visiting delegates, who were delightfully received and enter- 
tained by the club women of Syracuse. 

In one of the rooms was an exhibit from the different clubs, 
consisting principally of programmes of work, club reports, copies 
of papers published in the interests of clubs, specimens of art 
work. Noticeable among these was the report of the Buffalo Edu- 
cational and Industrial Union, a most suggestive and helpful re- 
port, and the programme of the Friday Afternoon Club of Brook- 
lyn, containing a literary programme of unusual interest. It was 
noticed that the pile of Alumnae reports and copies of "Alumnae 
News" rapidly diminished during the afternoon. We came away 
wishing the Alumnae might have some such delightful home in 
which to welcome its members and friends, and to discuss and 
arrange our various lines of work. 

The evening meeting was held in one of the Baptist churches 
and consisted of an address on Shakespeare by Anna Randall 
Diehl, interspersed with Shakesperian music. 

The Thursday morning session opened with an excellent re- 
port of the educational committee, full of valuable hints, by Dr. A. 
E. Trant, of Buffalo. This paper in full has been promised for pub- 
lication in the "News." The principal work of the session was the 
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revision of the Constitution, always an important task. This had 
been in the hands of our former President, Mrs. John I. Northrop 
as Chairman of the Committee, and it is almost needless to say 
was handled in her well known able manner. The changes made 
and the reason for so doing were g^ven in a concise and convincing 
manner, and while some of these changes called forth spirited op- 
position and discussion, the new Constitution was approved and 
adopted by a large majority. The motion to work under it dur- 
ing the present session, however, was lost. 

Perhaps, the most interesting and profitable portion of the 
entire session was that devoted to the sectional club reports. Ow- 
ing to the great number of clubs, these were grouped into four 
classes, namely, educational, literary, philanthropic and economic, 
civic and aesthetic. The statistical report of each club was not 
given, but was filed with the Secretary for publication. The 
report presented from each club was limited to a two minute talk 
on distinctive features. There was a marked improvement in the 
character of the reports read and it was noticeable that even the 
smaller clubs formed at first only for study and mutual improve- 
ment had become more and more altruistic and were carrying out 
the spirit of giving, not getting. 

Our own Alumnae, which is the largest club with one exception 
in the Federation, could scarcely be classed only under the head 
of an educational club, for our many lines of work really entitle us 
to a report under each of the different divisions, and two minutes 
was very little time to give a brief resume of even one of our dis- 
tinctive features. These, however, were concisely and clearly 
given, and it is gratifying to know of the esteem in which our 
Association is held and the high place it occupies in the Federa- 
tion. Among the reports of the more recent clubs to enter the 
Federation was that of the Lydia F. Wadleigh Association ; it is 
only a year old, but already has two hundred and fifty members. 
The old familiar name brought back a flood of tender memories of 
her whom we long since learned to love and honor. 

The evening programme of Thursday included two papers of 
especial interest on "How to Teach Art in the Public Schools" 
and "Vacation Schools." The experiment of the latter has al- 
ready been tried in several cities, our o>vn city having had eleven 
during the past summer conducted with such gratifying results, 
that it is hoped they will be incorporated in the regular school 
system. To our great delight and gratification we find that ten 
thousand dollars has just been appropriated by the Board of Edu- 
cation for vacation schools. 
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The business of the Convention was closed on Friday with the 
election of officers. Mrs. W. Tod Helmuth and Mrs. J. V. L, 
Lynch were candidates for the presidency. Mrs. Montgomery 
was strongly urged to accept the re-nomination, but declined on 
account of illness. Mrs. Goodale, of Utica, was also proposed and 
declined. The election was a close one, Mrs. Helmuth winning 
by a small majority. Miss Eliza MacDonald, of Flushing, was 
elected Vice-President. 

While waiting for the returns there was a Parliamentary drill 
led by Mrs. Ellen H. Walworth, of the Post Parliament Qub, fol- 
lowed by several papers. Mrs. Northrop was on the prog^ramme 
for a talk on "Nature Study in the Club" during the afternoon, but 
owing to unfinished business, withdrew her paper. In our humble 
opinion the Federation missed what would have been a delightful 
and helpful talk. 

The evening programme consisted of papers on "Some Uses 
of Hero Worship," "How Patriotism is Taught in the Kinder- 
garten," and "Present Methods of Studying and Writing History," 
by Alice Morse Earle. 

The benefits accruing to us as an Association from member- 
ship in the Federation should be many. To see how other women 
work and conduct the routine business of their clubs; to obtain 
suggestions for broadening and carrying out our work more suc- 
cessfully; to appreciate the force that lies in union; that centraliza- 
tion is a proof of the sincerity and vitality of the club movement; all 
these should stimulate us to broader lines of work and a thorough 
systematic and united effort to bring the greatest good to the 
greatest number, thereby making our Association a power for 
good in this our Greater New York. C. L. G. 



Among the New York clubs sending delegates were the fol- 
lowing: Lydia F. Wadleigh Association, College Women's Club , 
(Intercollegiate Alumnae, N. Y. Chapter), Phalo Club, Post Par- 
liament Club, Society for Study of Political Science, Sorosis, 
Women's Health Protective Association of New York, Women's 
Health Protective Association of P>rooklyn, New York Chapter 
D. A. R., Woman's Press Club, School of Applied Design for 
Women, Metropolitan Trained Nurses' Association, Brooklyn 
Women's Club, Colonial Club, Friday Afternoon Club, Clio, Rut- 
gers' Alumnae, Society for Ethical Culture. 
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EDITORIAL. 



It is a curious fact that the width of Seventy-second street and 
the avenues between Third and the East River removes almost 
entirely the squalidness of the tenement house district that lies 
there toward the east. There is so much of river-wind, and broad 
asphalt, and, at night, of electric light and street lamp, that how- 
ever crowded the streets may be they have not the repulsive char- 
acter that sickens one in the tenement districts down town. 

Take Rivington street, for instance, familiar through the work 
of the College Settlement. It is not half so bad as the old streets that 
intersect it — Sheriff, Pitt, Suffolk, Ridge, Attorney. The crowd- 
ing^ is indescribable; the narrow sidewalks are always slimy from 
the treading of innumerable feet; the streets proper are choked 
with the push-carts of the street-venders. And the reek, and the 
dark, and the hatefulness of it all, with the children racing like 
mice in and out of the dark greasy hallways ! The worst of it is the 
narrowness of those streets. If there were only room for the young 
creatures to run, or to pedal a cheerful wheel, as they do on the as- 
phalt of East Seventy-second street, instead of that binding limit 
of grray court and house wall. 

One of our Alumnae who taught in that part of the city for a 
while used to wish, as she walked westward in tlie afternoon, that 
she could bring down Morningside Heights and set them along 
Allen street, and let Riverside Drive pass along the edge of the 
East River, for so much more are the sunlit heights needed there 

Kntered at the Post Office at New York as Second C\&as 'MaU^t. 



2 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

than in the free, airier districts uptown. And, above all else, to 
widen, widen, widen those streets, and detach those houses so that 
the air and light could get at the people. Surely, twenty years 
from now, or even ten, we shall look back and wonder how we 
allowed such neighborhoods, such dwellings to exist; that we 
dared so long to nurse ourselves in the comfort of laisser allcr. 



Normal College Alumnae House, 

//<5 Easf y2d Street, 



February, 1898. 



Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Library, 3 to 5. 
Picture Library, 3 to 4. 
Nature study Class, 3:30 (alternate Mondays). 

Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Clothing Committee, 3 to 5. 
Cooking Class, 3 130 to 5. 
Library, 7 130 to 8 :30. 

Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Sewing Class, 3 to 5. 
Penny Bank, 5 to 5:30. 
Calisthenic Class, 8 to 9. 

Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Nature Study Class, 3:30 to 4:30. 
Singing Class, 4 to 5. 

Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Dolls* Dressmakers, 3:30 to 5. 

Boys* Club, 7:30 to 9. 

Girls' Club, 7:30 to 9. 

Penny Bank, 8 to 9. 
Saturdays — Boys* Club, 7:30 to 9. 



Important. 



The library needs at least one steady worker as soon as possi- 
ble. Of the two regular workers of the past five years, one has 
just married; the other is about to marry; therefore it is impossible 
for either to feel assured of all the time that has hitherto been at 
her disposal. 

One worker who can give every Monday afternoon from 3 
until 5, or two who can give alternate weeks, will be eagerly wel- 
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corned. But something must be done at once, for the work has 
fallen very much behindhand this winter. 

The one great requisite for a worker at the House is that of 
regularity. If you undertake the work, make up your mind that, 
for that one day in the week, the library must be your first con- 
sideration, and if it is absolutely impossible for you to attend on a 
certain day, see that some one takes your place. 

It is not to be inferred that the present librarians are giving 
up all interest in the library — they are anxious to get one or two 
others trained into the work with them, in order that the responsi- 
bility may eventually rest upon some one with more time to give 
to the House without neglecting other duties. If you do not fully 
understand what is wanted, but feel that you would like to help, 
come to the House some Monday between 2:30 and 3, or write 
to the librarian, care of Miss Wells, and we shall try to show you 
that if you have time, and the willingness to use it for this purpose, 
you can easily succeed in the library. But let your help come 
promptly, to be the more effectual. 



Wanted — More Residents. 



Unfortunately for the Alumnae House, Miss May Palmer will 
not be able to remain longer in residence. The Committee wishes 
to express its great regret at her departure, and its deep apprecia- 
tion of all she has done for the House in the various capacities in 
which she has served it. Miss Palmer's going leaves the large 
front room on the top floor unoccupied, and we hope that it may 
be speedily filled. The room is a large one, the entire width of 
the house, and could be easily fitted up for two residents, if we 
could get two friends to take it. Room and board is, as in th*^ 
other settlements, $6 a week, or with two in a room, $5. 

We hardly expect to find those who can give all their time to 
the work, but in most settlements there are those who are occu- 
pied during the day or a part of it, but who give a certain definite 
portion of their time to the carrying on of clubs, classes, etc. 
Among our Alumnae it would seem as if there must be some who 
would be very glad of this opportunity to live at the House and 
aid in the carrvingf on of its many-sided work. There mav be 
Alumnae who have friends from out of the citv — friends who 
are Kindergarten teachers, or are studying at some of the colleges 
— ^who are interested in Settlement work, and who would be glad 
to know of this opening. 

All further particulars can be secured at the House from the 
head worker, Miss Mary A. Wells. 
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Friday Eveninif. 



The Anchor Qub entertained its friends on Friday evening, 
January 7th, with a remarkably varied programme. The boys did 
very well and got a tremendous amount of fun out of the "dress- 
ing up." There were recitations, club swinging, a "Punch and 
Judy" show, singing by the Club, "My Old Kentucky Home" 
and "Marching Thro' Georgia," and a very clever rendering of 
Malcolm Douglas' humorous poem, "The Dime Museum," pub- 
lished in "St. Nicholas" a while ago, in which the President 
of the Club took the dignified part of the Showman, and the tat- 
tooed man, and the dear midgets, and the Texas giants, in red 
sashes and sombreros, frisked about behind the scenes before the 
folding doors were rolled back, and the "stout lady," (Treasurer of 
the Club), in a white dress, smiled on everybody, and under the soap- 
box on which the fierce feather-duster-crowned cannibal stood to 
have his honorable nose done in convincing South-sea shades of 
brown, the "What-is-it" lurked among wads of excelsior. 

**It*s gone in the box now, but don't fail 
To take a look at its trailing tail." 

Even when the violin solo was finished and "Home Sweet 
Home" played, and the audience dispersed, and the excited per- 
formers had said one involved good-night, they came back to bid 
another, still more involved. 



With the Birds— Indoors and Out. 



A class of about twenty-five members has enjoyed Miss Ea- 
ton's talks on birds, held Tuesday afternoons in the Library. 

At the first meeting we considered the birds found within fifty 
miles of New York at this season, the Hst including the permanent 
residents and the winter visitors from further north. We learned 
so many interesting things that lesson that it is hard to know 
where to begin the tale. Perhaps, though, that last is as good a 
place to begin as any. The bird's tail is his rudder or guide, and 
that brings one to boats, and how a bird resembles a boat. Can 
you guess? It is not a conundrum, but a real scientific compari- 
son. Had you attended the class, you would have learned that 
and more: — 

"Why his bill is shaped so; 
How his feathers all grow." 

While these charming and novel facts were being told us, we 
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were each allowed to hold a bird, on the principle that **a bird in 
the hand," etc. Much of this information may be found in books, 
but it would lack the special charm which Miss Eaton's own per- 
sonality lent it. 

Among- the great number of incidents and anecdotes about 
birds which we heard that day was one which was simply perfect, 
^liss Eaton, in the woods one day, heard a chickadee giving his 
v\'histling note, the one which always reminds one of the wood 
pewee's plaintive call. She imitated it; the bird replied, coming 
mnearer at each repetition. When Monsieur Chickadee saw that 
Ine had been fooled by a mere mortal, he planned his revenge with 
startling swiftness and executed it with despatch. Straightway 
"tie tightened up his little vocal cords, and his next call was pitched 
^t an altitude so far beyond Miss Eaton's already straining whistle 
that she was forced to retire, defeated from the contest. Mr. 
^Thickadee is truly a merry, companionable little fellow, but he is 
-xnot to be trifled with. 

The Saturday morning following our first talk was to have 
Toeen our first field day. Plans were made to meet our leader near 
the boat-house in Central Park. We stayed indoors and we sin- 
-^zerely hope the birds did also, for the heavens wept silently but 
surely, and we felt certain that nothing short of galoches and 
ixnackintosh could have rendered any bird out on such a day 
^afe from pneumonia. We will hope for fair skies on other Sat- 
^jrdays. 

The following Tuesday brought us the birds of March and 
^pril, though January winds are still icy. We are beginning to 
^eel quite well acquainted with some of the birds, especially with 
those we have met twice. Then, too, our leader, with her charming 
little stories of their many charming way§, has let us right into 
their little bird confidences, and we feel quite like "one of the 
:€amily." 

We will hear about May birds and possibly about some of their 
:»ioveI courtships. We will take a peep into a bird's Baedeker when 
Ave study the subject of migration ; and under the somewhat im- 
posing head of "Economic Value of Birds," we will, I hope, learn 
Tiot to wear mouse-traps (owls) on our hats. 

It is impossible to finish this brief account of oXir very inter- 
esting class work without a plea for the birds. One of the under- 
lying reasons for the establishment of this class, and also of the 
club among our undergraduates, is to so interest the members 
that they will "doff the feather," and swell the ranks of bird pro- 
tectors. 

Grace B. Beach. 
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From Abroad. 



{Extract from a letter of one of our Alumna, It was written from 

the town of Purmerend, in Holland,) 



Sept. 20, 1897. 

I trust it will be a bit warmer in France. It is bitter cold here. 
The only moments I can be warm are in bed or on my wheel. In 
mercy to us, they have lit their fires here in Purmerend, but in 
most households it is against their principles to set up a stove be- 
fore the first of November. 

It is growing to look quite autumnal here, with leaves falling 
to the tune of every gust of wind. They miss the Fall colors, no 
blazing scarlets and gold, no golden rod nor mist of purple asters, 
only soft dull yellows and browns. 

It seems such a pity to see those great avenues of ancient 
beeches slowly dismantled. They are ages old, I suppose, the 
relics of feudal castles and vast estates. Some of the estates still 
exist, lonely and stately, with g^eat mossy woods silent as the 
dead, wide, fertile meadows, and those great, wonderful, church- 
like avenues leading to some massive stone house. 

There is always a painfully regular bit of a pond, with a few 
contemplative swans, numerous beds of scarlet begonias* and there 
in the meadow, where the sleek cows are grazing, beyond the still, 
dark ditches and pointing above the line of the woodland, is the 
stork's nest on top of a tall post. 

Many of these estates are never visited by their owners, many 
of them have some sad stor>' told of their degenerate Dutch no- 
bility, but still they keep their conservative state, and at every 
entrance, the notice "Geen vr\'e wandeling'* — no admittance — 
emphasizes the forbidding aspect of the sunless woods. 

There is one such ancestral park near Arnheim whereof the 
owner, a baron of the most dissipated type, was driven to rent 
his mansion and park to a kind of county fair company. We 
went there on Sunday afternoon, saw the exhibition and listened 
to some excruciating music, and had a beautiful ramble through 
mossy woodland ways, all for the paltry sum of ten Dutch (four 
American) cents. 

That very evening, or rather night, I was awakened by a small 
Dutch cousin, nightrobed and barefooted. "Come upstairs: 
Sonsbeek is burning!" And there all the northern sky was one 
blaze of flame and ruddy smoke, darkening the stars and the clear 
cold moon, and the whole fair vanished like magic into smoke, 
taking with it much of the beauty of trees and flowers, leaving 
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only the vision of that fairy column and the golden spark rain 
across the Rhine. 

The noble fire brigade of Arnheim had been gazing too 
deeply into their wine glasses, and proceeded to sprinkle the 
flower-beds of Sonsbeek, and subsequently the fire commissioners 
themselves, in their frantic effort to prove their uselessness. 

Purmerend is so identically the same that it seenls almost 
dreamlike, even the little old woman who jumps on the end of the 
drawbridge to bring it down. 

• ••••• 

For instance, there is the town of Zaandam, the town of wind- 
mills, fairly bewildering in its week-day whirl of arms. It is the 
great wood market and shipbuilding town, famed afar because 
of the house where Peter the Great, coming in disguise to Hol- 
land, resided for one fateful week. The house, fallen almost into 
ashes, and the bit of ground it stands on, are the property of the 
Czar of all the Russias. 

That magnanimous gentleman has propped it up with a neat 
wooden structure and maintains the concierge and her two fes- 
tive white kittens. But more than these, I wish you might see 
the town, house after house, low and diminutive in proportion, 
built of wood (a rarity in Holland) and painted invariably an ar- 
senical green. Surrounding each runs, or rather, remains stag- 
nant, a brown ditch, which is spanned by a neat green and white 
bridge. A boxy box hedge or a few pollard willows before the 
door, a couple of flaxen babes in **klompen" peeping through the 
hedge railing, and a wind-mill flapping steadily in the distance — 
there you have the picture complete. 

• ••••• 

What think you of the boatman we hailed from across the 
river Zaan, who rowed us across the river for the paltry sum of 
two Dutch cents a head? I took his photograph as we embarked, 
and he said: "Did you catch me? Thank heaven!" I have a 
suspicion that his thankfulness was expressed for his safe escape 
from the dangers of being photographed. 



An nou ncemen ts. 



Miss Paez and Miss Mary E. Riblett, class of '96, will pour tea 
at the February "At Home" (February nth). 

A dramatic entertainment will be g^ven in the Chapel of the 
Normal College Friday evening, February 4, 1898, at 8 o'clock, 
for the benefit of our College Settlement and Free Kindergarten. 
Two short plays will be presented, the bright farce, "Who Killed 
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Cock Robin?" by Charles Matthews, and Miss Grace Furniss* 
clever little **Box of Monkeys." Among those who will take part 
are Miss Cornelia F. White, Miss Helen M. Smith, Miss Jennie 
Bowtelle, Miss Lucy Gilbert, Miss Byrnes, Mr. John White, Mr. 
Stephen Haff and Mr. Thomas Cooper Byrnes. 

Perhaps some friends will remember the entertainment of the 
winter before last, when several farces were presented, and nearly 
$200 cleared for the Kindergarten, and of the winter before that, 
when a series of miniature plays, dramatic vignettes, were enacted 
in the cramped but always delightful quarters of Alumnae House — 
and interest themselves in the sale of tickets. Surely most of the 
Alumnae can dispose of two! Tickets are now on sale at the 
Alumnae Library, or can be obtained by writing to Miss Edith 
Rice. Reserved seats are 75 cents and 50 cents, according to 
place. General admission, 25 cents. 

Child Study. — First Thursday in February (Feb. 3) — Topic: 
*'Growth" — Dr. Franz Boaz, Member of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science. Dr. Boaz is connected with 
the Department of Anthropology of the American Museum of 
Natural History of this city. 

Notes. 



The Kindergarten Committee acknowledges the receipt of a 
check from Miss Mathilde E. B. Sauer for $18, the proceeds of an 
amateur entertainment held out of town, in July, 1897, in which 
several of our college graduates were interested. 

Mrs. Kasson C. Gibson and Miss Henriette Brandes have ac- 
cepted the appointment as auditors of the accounts of the Alumnae 
Association. 

Among those present at the Alumnae **At Home" January 12th 
were Mrs. John I. Northrop, Mrs. D. P. Hays, Mrs. B. B. Davis, 
Miss J. M. Winterton, Miss J. S. Sewell, Miss Emilie Fries, the 
Misses Long, Miss Esther L. Piza and others. 

The. Normal College Aliminae was well represented at the 
meeting of the New York Society of Child Study at Syracuse De- 
cember 30th. Dr. Jenny B. Merrill attended, and a paper on 
"Child Study by a Woman's Club" was given by Mrs. Ella Has- 
tings, a graduate of '71. 

Dr. Buchner, of the New York University School of Peda- 
gogy, was elected Secretary-treasurer of the Society, and a paper 
— "The Dullard" — was read by Dr. James P. Haney, Supervisor 
of Manual Training in New York City. Notes of Dr. Haney's 
valuable paper will be printed in the "News" next month. 
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The January «« At Home " and a Science Committee Meeting. 



The Alumnae at Home for January was held in the Library 
on the 14th. The tea — such delicious tea — was dispensed by Mrs. 
George Kahn and Miss Anita Earl. Faces familiar to the At 
Homes were seen. It is a very good thing to drink good tea, to 
have sight of your officers and speech with them, to meet your 
friends, to sign your name in the visitors' book with that tihrob of 
loyalty which a formal ceremony begets. 

I have said that some faces were familiar. Others were un- 
known. This became evident when Miss Holly, the School Rep- 
resentatives and the Science Committee retired to the old Gym- 
nasium and uncovered divers boxes and beheld those new faces 
staring up with unwinking gaze. There were faces of pine-cones, 
faces of acorns, nuts of other sorts — many still wearing overcoats 
— fruits with wings, fruits rolled into balls, seeds, fungus, lichens, 
minerals, moths, porcupine-quills. These, please you, were the 
guests of honor. At the end of vacation, from far and near — Long 
Island sea or Adirondack hills — these, the samples of the real coun- 
try had been posting toward the real city, following the members of 
the Science Committee and their friends. Now, in the boxes, big 
and little, they awaited distribution. The Science Committee made 
introductions where it was possible. Mrs. Northrop introduced 
many specimens to their future owners. When the turn of the 
shark's Ggg came, his picture was given on the blackboard and his 
numerous doubles promptly fished up from the depths of the 
boxes. Although varying in size, the boxes contained about the 
same sort of specimens, a bigger box containing perhaps a bigger 
individual or more individuals of one kind. A list-card went with 
each box. The Science Committee presumes not to consider these 
as complete cabinet collections, but gives them forth as a nucleus 
and stimulus for further additions in the future. 

About forty teachers carried away boxes. They are to go to 
the schools below Fourteenth street, in accordance with the fol- 
lowing proposition made by Commissioner Prentiss : 

*To the Board of Education: 

"The Committee on Instruction has received and had under 
consideration a communication from the Natural Science Com- 
mittee of the Associate Alumnae, Normal College, offering to sup- 
ply the schools below Fourteenth street with specimens suitable 
for the use of classes in connection with the subject of nature 
study, and would respectfully report as follows : 

"The value of specimens — mineralogical and zoological — for 
the use of teachers and pupils, in connection with the newly 
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amended course in Nature Study at the present time can hardljr 
be overestimated, and the proposition of the Associate Alumnae^ 
will be highly appreciated in a neighborhood so destitute of facili- 
ties for the proper performance of such work. 

...... 

"The Committee is of opinion that this offer should be ac- 
cepted, and would recommend that the Board of Education appro- 
priate the sum of $500 to purchase cabinets for the fifty or more 
schools below Fourteenth street. 

"Nath'l A. Prentiss, John G. Agar, H. A. Rogers, Henry W. 
Taft, W. Greenough, Committee on Instruction." 

Mrs. Northrop read a letter which she had just received from 
Ithaca. The Ag^cultural Department of Cornell therein ex- 
pressed interest in the work of the Science Committee and a desire 
to contribute speciments — barrels of apple twigs being mentioned 
as a possible donation. The Committee heard this letter with 
delight. 

That trees are more beautiful than lamp-posts, that the city 
is not God's chief work, that a delicate delicious happiness waits 
upon communion with nature — these are truths that belong to our 
school-children. May they develop in Nature's own way — 
quietly, steadfastly! J. S. S. 



Child-Study. 



The third Child Study meeting of the season was held on Tues- 
day, January 4, 1898, in the chapel of the College. Miss Sarah 
Eliot Newman read a paper, ** Music and the Child." The sub- 
stance of the remarks was as follows : 

The child is the possessor of many possibilities, all of which 
should be considered in his education. Of these music is consid- 
ered, theoretically, of a high educational value, and is therefore 
taught in the schools. But the average citizen does not appreciate 
its value, and it is therefore neglected in the home. 

Children should be taught to love the beautiful in all its formSr 
Music has a tendency to create ideals and waken sensibilities 
which lead to sociability and upright living. The means of pro- 
ducing this end is within the possibility of everyone. 

Music may be considered as not only a general measure of 
moral training, but as a direct means of producing conduct memo- 
ries and forming conduct habits. 

Music acts not on the ear alone, but on the nervous system. 
Its definite result is directly on the nervous system; so much so 
that the effects of certain kinds of music can be foretold. Here 
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Miss Newman told of some interesting experiments which had 
been made upon a little boy, whose brain was open to inspection. 
Certain kinds of music would cause the pulse in the brain to 
quicken, even when the outer pulse, that is, that in the wrist, was 
not affected. Toward the close of an air, when the cadence chords 
delayed an expected repose, there was a sudden augmentation 
of the pulse leading to great excitement. Tlie scale, therefore, 
should be considered as a whole and drill exercises in intervals 
should never close with an unresolved dissonance, as it leaves the 
child in an excited state. The resolution of a dissonance gives a 
feeling of rest. 

In the first five years of a child's life tendencies, which grow 
into definite habits, are started. In the home, then, must the 
musical education be begun. The lullabies sung to a child in its 
cradle are largely instrumental in shaping its future. 

Debilitating melodies should not be sung even for the purpose 
of soothing. There are energizing, soothing melodies which are 
far more wholesome. Lullabies do much toward placing definite 
ideas in the child's mind, though unconsciously. Songs for young 
children should be written in certain keys, which have certain 
emotional contents; for example, the key of C represents outdoor 
freedom; D suggests the movement of deep water; B-flat major, 
spiritual power, purity and innocence. Melodies in this key 
awaken the emotions mentioned, and in later life, acting through 
the conduct memory, serve as an unconscious barrier between the 
good and the bad. 

A friend of Miss Newman's then sang delightfully some Ger- 
man songs in the keys mentioned, to serve as illustrations. 

L. B. 



New York Society for Child Study. 



This Society was organized during the 1897 Summer meeting 
of the State Teachers' Association in New York City. While other 
States have developed an unprecedented enthusiasm in organiz- 
ing teachers and parents into child-study cooperation, the Empire 
State has promoted this phase of current educational inquiry 
largely through the efforts of the State Superintendent's office. 
Many private and academic clubs of mothers, teachers and uni- 
versity students have been doing efficient work for many years in 
different sections of the State, as in New York, Buffalo and Syra- 
cuse. 

This Society was organized as a Bureau, under the presidency 
of Dr. Griffith, Superintendent of Utica Schools, and the secre- 
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taryship of Prof. O'Shea, of the Buffalo University, to unite these 
scattered local agencies, to promote child-study by establishing 
and fostering round tables for parents and teachers, to distribute 
helpful literature, and to "direct scientific studies relating to the 
rational treatment of childhood from maturity to birth." The So- 
ciety has been unable to effectively promote these aims through 
the resignations of the Secretary-Treasurer and his successor, Mr. 
Myron T. Scudder, both of whom removed from the State soon 
after their elections. On December i, 1897, the Society issued 
Leaflet No. i, containing "I. Suggestions for Testing Sight and 
Hearing, and II. A Few Suggestions Upon Fatigue." It is hoped 
to follow this in the near future with pamphlets on special topics. 
The Society will be glad to undertake special studies upon any 
problems which may arise in the actual work in the school of life 
of the home, and invites anyone facing such problems to communi- 
cate to the Secretan^-Treasurer. 

The Society invites all persons interested in child study, 
whether residing in the State of New York or elsewhere, to be- 
come members. All such persons are enrolled as members upon 
the payment of 50 cents annual dues to the Secretary-Treasurer. 
This fee entitles each member to all the publications and other 
benefits of the Society during the year of membership. At the 
Syracuse meeting the vacancy of the office of Secretary-Treasurer 
was filled by the election of Professor Edward F. Buchner, of New 
York University. All remittances of membership fees, and all in- 
quiries respecting the State Society for Child Study should be sent 
to his address at New York University, Washington Square, East, 
•New York City. 



Mrs. Northrop's Talks on Plant Life. 



Delivered at P. S. A^o. 40 and repeated at P. S. No. 10, given under the 
auspices of the New York City Teachers' Association, 



Nature Study proper is not the systematic study of a science, 
but a wholly informal working with any specimens that come to 
hand. In this course Plant Life will be taken up systematically, 
because it would seem more helpful for the teacher to have a clear 
general outline of the whole back of her classroom work. With this 
object in view, the organs of the plant will be taken up in regular 
order, beginning with the seed, the baby plant, root, stem, leaf, 
flower, fruit and seed are all the organs a plant can have. Each 
plant has a life work, the production of the seed, and the life of 
many plants ends when this has been accomplished. 
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Seeds are among the most interesting things in Nature: within 
each is the rudiment of the tree or plant. Mrs. Northrop provided 
each member of the class with one of the winged fruits of the 
maple, which was examined and found to contain a seed at the 
base, and in this was carefully packed away the baby maple, the 
embryo. This consists of a little stem-like part, the radicle or 
caulicle, from which the root develops later, and two long, narrow 
cotyledons or seed leaves. After the baby plant starts into life for 
itself, the plumule or bud between the two seed leaves develops. 

Children should be taught to notice seeds, and many are easily 
obtainable, such as apple and orange seeds, grains, almonds and 
peanuts. The embryo is first nourished by the albumen, or food, 
prepared by the mother plant. This is sometimes around the em- 
br>'o, as in the morning-glory and the corn, and sometimes in the 
cotyledons of the embryo itself, as in the bean, pea, acorn, etc. 

The teacher should lead the children to make simple experi- 
ments. All experiments are simply asking Nature questions. This 
can be done by varying the conditions and watching the results. 
Plant seeds in various positions and see that the root invariably 
grows downward, while the plumule as invariably seeks the light. 
Turn the plant away from the sun, and let the children see how the 
leaves will turn again to the light. Test the manner of growth in 
root and stem by pricking a row of dots with India ink at equal 
distances apart on growing tips of roots and on the first joints of 
the young stems; the root will be found to grow at the tip only, 
while the stem grows throughout its entire length. 

Roots serve three purposes: They take in nourishment for 
the plant; keep them steady in the ground and are often used as 
store-houses for surplus nourishment. When they serve the last 
purpose they become thick and fleshy, as in the carrot, parsnip, 
turnip and sweet potato. Some plants do not require soil but live 
on air, such as mosses and lichens in our vicinity, and Florida 
moss in the Southern States. Other plants there are that draw 
their nourishment from others, and these parasites are sure to de- 
generate, often losing both the green color and leaves. The 
dodder is a good example of this. 

Some plants climb that they may rise hip^her and get a fuller 
exposure to the light than they could if standing independently, 
and with a less expenditure of energy. They climb in various 
ways; by means of rootlets that adhere, as they g^ow, as in the 
poison ivy and trumpet creepers; some by twisting leaf stalks, as 
in the clematis; and others by means of parts specially adapted for 
the purpose — the tendrils. Tendril climbers are the most interest- 
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ing. In them the tendrils seem like tiny hands sweeping about in 
circles until they clasp a support and, more strange still, they very 
seldom twine about the plant of which they are a part, but seem to 
avoid it. 

Lecture III — Winter Buds, Stem-Structure, Leaves. 

Class was provided with twigs of horse chestnut, tulip tree, 
alder, birch, etc., from which to study. 

To one whose eyes are open to the workings of nature a walk 
in the woods in the winter is just as enjoyable as in summer; each 
tree is invested with an individuality and it can soon be easily 
recognized by the differences in bark and general appearance. 
From the twig in the class-room you can trace the story of the en- 
tire tree much as the comparative anatomist traces the story of an 
entire skeleton from a single bone. Horse chestnut, hickory, lilac 
and tulip are among the best for this purpose. Twigs are marked 
with dots which show the position of the leaves. On some they 
will be opposite, while on others alternate. The size of leaf may be 
judged from the size of the twigs; large stems like the horse chest- 
nut would denote large leaves. The bud scars may next be ob- 
served, the distance being the rings showing the year's growth; 
also notice on the bark whitish markings; these are called lenti- 
cels and it is through these that the air circulates. The buds of 
the horse chestnut are carefully protected from the cold by a resi- 
nous gum inclosed in a thatched case, within which are the soft 
woolly leaflets. Trees also form potential buds which develop in 
case the others become frost bitten. 

The next point to be observed is the structure of the twig. Cut 
it in two and you will obsen^e that it is arranged as follows, work- 
ing from the center: Pith, wood and bark, the latter made up of a 
layer of green and an outer layer of corky growth. This forma- 
tion is found in all exogenous trees, those in which the growth is 
from the outside; the wood is therefore arranged in layers or 
rings. 

The most interesting feature of trees, perhaps, are the leaves; 
these are infinite in variety and shape. 

The leaves of each tree belong distinctively to each and would 
not fit on any other. 

Look at the branches from the top and see how leaves are ar- 
ranged to secure the greatest amount of light and air and how 
they occupy the entire circle. The arrangement varies with dif- 
ferent trees and in different climates. 

C. W. Trow. 
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Reviews. 



The "Golden Rod Books"* are an interesting set of readers, 

•compiled and adapted by John A, Haaren, A. M. The first of 

these little volumes contains rhymes and fables selected from those 

familiar ones that have become literature ; the others are devoted 

to sQpg^s and stories, fairy life, and ballads and tales relating to 
historic and legendary personages, Robin Hood, King Arthur, 
'The Bruce, Dick Whittington and so on. The choice is excellent, 
and the readers introduce the Httle people to much of the folk- 
lore, and legendary history of the olden time. They are particu- 
larFy useful for primary work in connection with the new course 
of study in our schools. 

"Stories of Insect Life,"t by Clarence Moores Weed, intro- 
duce us to the Tent Caterpillars, the Moth, the Mourning Cloak 

Butterfly, the Clouded Sulphur Butterfly, the Ant Lion, the 
Flower Spider, and just as many others of the interesting insect 
world as we should hke to tell the children about. 

"Stories of Ix)ng Ago,"J by Grace Kupfer, are old stories in a 

new — and simple and lovely — dress. They are a collection of 

the most pleasing of the Greek and Roman myths, told in a simple 

style, and they will surely please and interest many a child. The 
illustrations are reproductions of famous paintings and statues, 
something of an experiment for a child's reader, and following 
many of the myth stories are well known poems that are appro- 
priate in connection with the stories themselves. 

"Diana Victrix,"§ by Florence Converse, is an interesting 
study, perhaps more interesting to a college-bred woman than to 
another. The Jocelin episode lacks the touch of reality; there is 
something forced about the mental struggles of the almost impal- 
pable Sylvia. But Enid is real enough, and the end is real enough. 

"I am going to put you in my next book. * * * Shall I 
make you marry him — in the book?" 

"Yes, if you like. It would be quite as true to life as the other 
way, and the pubhc are more used to it. But sometimes, Sylvia, I 
don't marry, even in books!" 

"Birds"|| is a real dehght. The charming colored plates, sup- 
plemented by talks and reading, and visits to the collection at the 

museum were really the salvation of one so-called "demoralized" 
class! How those wicked small boys enjoyed helping to mount 
those plates — and what droll experiences came out from the very 
wickedest un's of the class. When that set of pictures is mounted 
the birds are going to extend all around a certain class-room, for 
an enduring pleasure! 



• " Golden Rod Books "-University Publishing Co. 

t •' Stories of Insect Life "—Weed - Ginn ft Co., New York. 

** Stories of Lonf? Asro"— Grace Kupfer.— Heath & Co. 
Diana Victrlx "—Converse.— Hougfbton, Mifflin & Co. 

" Birds."— Nature Study Publishing Co., Chicago, 111. 



.!•: 
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The Standard Literature Series, issued by the University Pub- 
lishing Co., 43 East Tenth street. New York, now includes 
twenty-nine numbers. The latest issue is Scott's *Tales of a 
Grandfather" (Scottish History). Cooper's "Last of the Mohic- 
ans" will be published this month (February). Other volumes 
which will soon be ready are "The Yemassee," by William Gilmore 
Simms; "Westward Ho!" by Charles Kingsley; "Black Beauty/' 
"Arabian Nights" (selections), "Pilgrim's Progress" (con- 
densed); "Silas Mamer," George Eliot; "Last Days of Pompeii,'' 
Bulwer, and several others. 

Send for complete list with contents. 



Will the readers of the "News" who know the addresses of the 
following graduates kindly send same to the Chairman of Com- 
mittee on Statistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 447 West End 
Avenue? 

1881: Susie M. Acker, Mary E. Armstrong, Edith Anderson^ 
Cornelia C. Bedford, Sarah H. Bokee,Ido Byran, Harriet Brandon, 
Nellie F. Brassell, Maggie Burke, Selina Brown, Jennie Baldwin 
(Mrs. Rogers), Rosalie Bibo, Laurina Calyo, Josephine Calyo, 
Mary Carner, Margaret Cunningham, Emma Carter, Harriet G. 
Carter, Ellen Carter, Margaret E. Clifford, Mary Cohn, Lillian 
Chambers, Susie Cook, Kate Donohue, Marie L. Duncan, Annie 
M. Duval, Henrietta Dolan, Annie Elder, Susie M. Ganson, Belle 
Glass, Annie Harvey, Marian Harvey, Kate A. Haggerty, Lizzie 
Healy, Lillian Heiniburg, Hannah D. Hey, Isabella Higgins, 
Mary Hitchman, Adele Holden, Mary E. Houseman, Grace Hub- 
bard, Esther Hyman,. Annie L. Isham, Martha L. Jenkins, Agnes 
Jerman, Mary E. Johnson, Victoria Kantrowitz, Margaret Kean, 
Maggie C. Kearney, Minnie Kehoe, Annie J. Kelly, Mary A. 

Kelly, Mary T. Kelly, Kate L. Keresey, Charlotte Kirtland 
Jennie Klapper, Matilda J. Koezley Jessie Lawrence, Mary H. 
Lee, Helen E. Lowndes, Margaret E. MacNamara, Elizabeth S. 
McArthur, Mary McKee, Sadie McLeod, Mary A. McCort, Isa- 
belle Magner, Ellen Maher, Eugenie Martmache, Rebecca Mich- 
elson, Sophie Morris, Minnie A. Murphy, Minnie E. Murphy, 
Amelia Murray. Margaret E. Nasson, Jessie Niver, Abby C. 
O'Callahan, Anna A. O'Dell, Lucine M. Osborne, Annie M. Part- 
ridge, Harriet W. Pickney, Eugenia Pratt, Laura Plumb, Susie M. 
Reston (Mrs. Alex. O. Ihlseng), Minnie Rocs, Bertha Rosett, 
Minnie J. Russell, Annie Ryan, Catherine K. Shea, Sarah B. 
Slvan, Amelia Smith, Johanna Sommers, Mar>' Spillane, Con- 
stance Steele, Lottie Stinson, Julia Stub, Nellie Sullivan, Eliz. A. 
Sutton, Clara Tobias, Fannie Van Dusen, Emma Wallace, Emma 
A. Washburn, Jennie Weckerle, Lillie M. Wessel, Jennie M. 
Whitelavv, Josephine Whitney, Lizzie Whitney. 
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EDITORIAL. 

One evening, in a middle class household, the head of the 
family started to figure out, seriously, the number of free hours 
he had spent in the open air since he had left school and taken 
his first position, a period of twenty-six years. His business 
hours were from eight to six, his summer vacation two weeks. 
He went downtown at 7. 30 on the elevated road, and walked 
four blocks to his place of business. He went to church on 
Sunday mornings. When he did not spend his Sunday after- 
noons in reading the Sunday newspaper he took a walk. When 
he finally discovered that of those twenty-six years, twenty-four 
had been spent shut up in some interior, he dropped his calcula- 
tions. 

"For an outdoor animal, as man is," said he, '*we keep 
mighty close. It's a wonder we're not bleached white, like the 
grass under a plank." 

Classified, we should read ourselves — "Habitat — within 
doors." Only on a Sunday does the population betake itself to 
walk lengthily in the light o' day. 

Women certainly have more opportunity to get the open air 
than men, especially in a city like New York, where the average 
man works from nine to six. Barring the brief rush for luncheon 
at mid-day his whole day is spent indoors. And the women 
who do have the chance to get a good walk and a breath of air 
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half the time potter aimlessly about the domestic interior, or else 
betake themselves to some other interior, either that of a friend's 
home, or of the department store. 

Under our present long business hours, the advice of the 
physician to a patient rendered neurotic by the stress of modern 
existence is more or less absurd. " Take walks'* is generally 
an important part of it. Usually the business man or woman 
after the long strenuous day is only conscious of the desire to 
avail himself of the nearest mode of transit, and get trundled 
speedily home to his family and his waiting dinner. 

Is it inconceivable that some day, in nineteen hundred and 
somewhat, we shall hear instead of a plea for an eight-hour law, 
a demand from all classes for a six or even a five-hour law ? That 
is, until ten, and after four, every one should have leisure to 
walk abroad in the daylight and to have such pure enjoyment 
of open air and all forms of exercise, as should rebuild the race. 



NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN/E HOUSE, 

446 East 72d Street 



February, 1898. 

Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Library, 3 to 5. 
Picture Library, 3 to 4. 
Nature Study Class, 3 130 (alternate Mondays). 

Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Clothing Committee, 3 to 5. 
Cooking Class, 3:30 to 5. 
Library, 7 :}o to 8 130. 

Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Sewing Class, 3 to s. 
Penny Bank, 5 to 5 :3o. 

Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Nature Study Class, 3:30 to 4:30. 
Singing Class, 4 to 5. 

Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Dolls' Dressmakers, 3 130 to 3. 
Boys' Club, 7:30 to 9. 
Girls' Club, 7:30 to 9. 
Penny Bank, 8 to 9. 

Saturdays — Boys' Club, 7:30 to 9. 

The House Committee of the Normal College Alumnae 
House, regretting deeply the loss to the Alumnae House caused 
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by the retirement of Miss Palmer, resident at the House since 
October, 1894, passed the following resolutions at a meeting 
held January a6, 1898: 

Whereas, It has seemed best to Miss Anna May Palmer to 
sever her close connection with the Alumnae House and to retire 
from that House as a resident, it seems fitting that we, the 
House Committee, should give expression to our deep sense of 
appreciation of the noble service she has rendered in the Asso- 
ciate Alumnae's attempt to do settlement work on the east side 
of the city ; therefore 

^solved. That we make known to Miss Palmer our appre- 
ciation of that service in the following definite lines: 

Her work among the boys in that neighborhood has been 
invaluable. She has added to the comfort and convenience of 
t:he House by various appliances which she has planned and 
executed. Her presence has been an influence, never failing, at 
the gatherings on Friday evening. She has always assisted at 
the trying holiday seasons, even at the expense of her own holi- 
days. Most important have been her contributions to our 
-Alumnae News, refreshing bits of household matters, full of the 
spirit of the place. 

To Miss Wells, Miss Palmer has been as a right hand, and at 
^Dne time she took sole control of the House during the illness 
-sand absence of Miss Wells. 

To explain our sense of a less tangible influence, a less 
definite service, is a thing more difficult. Ideals of settlement 
■.ife may differ. But to us it seems to mean the simple picture 
^Df a life well lived — full of varying duty and the fulfillment 
"thereof. Such a picture have Miss Wells and Miss Palmer pre- 
sented. Beyond her splendid professional work in the Training 
Department of the Normal College, Miss Palmer has found time 
^3nd opportunity to live with other children than her pupils, to 
^nter upon a work requiring more courage, more charity, more 
<:heer, and to endow that work with a luminous power. 

Emily Ida Conant, 
Jenny B. Merrill, 
Frances Benjamin Gutman, 
Mary Howe Nolen, 
Cornelia F. White, 
Jenny Hunter, 
Jessie F. Jacoby, 
Elizabeth Jarrett, 
Clara Byrnes, 
Betsey B. Davis, 

Members of the Committee. 
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FROM ABROAD. 

Extract from a Letter of one of our Alumna, 

Paris, October 7, 1897. 

Paris — can it be really true ! I have to shake myself at times 
to be convinced that this is really Paris, and that we are in it. 
Ah, but Paris is beautiful — more beautiful than I realized — more 
beautiful than a city built by hand — ^those cold, venial, sin- 
stained human hands — could seem to be ... . — to stand on 
one of those great white Seine bridges, and watch the tide of 
river life, steamer and barge, flow up through succeeding arches 
and mingle in the filmy network of turret and tower, Notre 
Dame and Conciergerie ! 1 am jealous, too jealous for my own 
city. Must our land be centuries old, and darkened by the 
crimes of generations and the sorrows of men before the flower 
of beauty can bloom amongst us ? Surely our land is wide 
enough that we might not be piled together, and we might 
aflbrd just such great open places and parks and fountains, and 
wide, gay boulevards. 

1 wonder whether you, too, will haunt the bookstalls along 
the Quai. You have no idea what a curious sight it is. All 
along the stone balustrade that protects the river front are set 
cases of books, new and old, postage stamps, music and coins; 
and students and black-gowned priests and idle street boys 
linger to examine the literary medley. 

Paris is so much like the pictures of it come to life that it 
seems strangely familiar. 1 have no doubt we shall be quite at 
home in a little while, at least, in our own quartier. They say 
no Parisian knows anything about Paris outside of his own quar- 
tier, and every one owns a map of the city. The criss-cross of 
the streets is simply bewildering. Our hotel is within a stone's 
throw of the palace and gardens of the Luxemburg, and right 
straight across from them is the neighborhood of the schools of 
art .... 

Yesterday I walked across the gardens eariy in the morning. 
The dewy light still lay on the wealth of blossom and marble 
balustrade, and the delicate chiselled outlines of the palace 
melted into the blue autumnal haze, and here and there through 
the foliage gleamed the bronze arm of a statue. Through the 
alleys hurry the bareheaded women of the people, and the work- 
men, blue-bloused and tam 0' shantered; and there, near one of 
the many fountains, stood a wee old man feeding the sparrows. 
The tiny creatures were so tame and so trustful of their evidently 
familiar friend, that they alighted on his fingers, and gently 
picked the crumbs from his hand. Then it was borne in upon 
me in some unaccountable fashion that 1 was really in a foreign land. 
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NOTES* 

Mrs. Northrop is to give two more lectures on "Animal 
Life," at Public School No. 40, East Twenty-third street, March 2 
and March 16. The same lectures will be repeated at Public 
School No. 10, 117th street and St. Nicholas avenue, March 9 
and 2}. 

j« 

The next Alumnae **At Home" will be Friday, March 11. 
There will only be four more **At Homes" this season. Surely 
the Alumnae might muster in force at these. Some one has said 
somewhere that to keep up one's college associations is one of 
the surest ways of renewing one's youth. Among those present 
at the last *'At Home," February 11, were: Dr. Requa, Miss 
Arnold, Miss Piza, Miss Emma Requa, Miss Gilbert, Mrs. Scheel, 
Miss Da Costa, Miss Klauser, Miss Byrnes, Miss Esther Piza and 
others. 

The willow pussies are already showing the tips of their 
silvery noses, and the alder tassels are long and flexible, almost 
ready to shed their pollen. Snowdrops are out in the garden. 
Now is the time to collect twigs for the classroom. 



The Alumnae Science Committee is glad to acknowledge the 
receipt of letters which Miss Holly has forwarded — letters from 
Miss K. C. Dollard, Miss C. H. Murphy and others who had 
welcomed the Committee's boxes of materials for nature study. 

One lady writes : **The specimens were fine. 1 had no 
idea we would receive so large a donation." 

The following letter is given as representing many : 

New York, Jan. 19, 1898. 
My Dear Miss Holly, — I am requested by Miss Macgovern, 
President of the Primary Teachers' Association, to express the 
thanks and the gratitude of the many teachers who were so 
kindly remembered last week by your class with the specimens 
for ''Nature Studies," It was, indeed, a courteous and kindly 
act, and much appreciated. Yours respectfully, 

J. E. Archer, Cor. Sec. P. T. A. 



The Science committee proposes, in continuance of the prac- 
tice inaugurated last spring, to distribute winter buds to the 
school representatives at the next at home, March 1 1. 
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FUNGL 

Fungi are destitute of leaf, stem and root ; they respire, pro- 
ducing carbonic acid. 

The vegetative organs consist of a felt-like substance, 
called the mycelium. This is not readily seen, as it is subter- 
ranean and easily destroyed. The reproductive organs, which 
are comparatively large, are developed on the mycelium. They 
differ in different species. 

The habitat varies considerably. Some fungi, as the truffles, 
are found underground ; some on the surface, as the cultivated 
Mushroom, the Morel, etc. ; others flourish on branches, trunks 
and leaves of trees, while a large proportion are parasitic on 
plants and animals. 

In one of his magazine articles William Hamilton Gibson, 
who has illustrated so many phases of plant and insect life with 
a rare delicacy and truth, inspired by a love of nature, deplores 
the fact that **the wonderful tribe of cryptogamous plants 
known as fungi — the great family of toadstools, mushrooms, 
moulds and mildews " — has been especially ignored by nature 
students generally. A few years later, and only a short time 
before his death, he strove to atone for this neglect by issuing 
a book on **Our Edible Fungi," illustrated by many beautiful 
colored plates. 

Recently there has been a steadily growing interest in the 
subject. An excellent guide to the study of the common species 
has been contributed by Professor Charles H. Peck, and various 
mycological clubs have been organized. So much for the utili- 
tarian, or, more properly speaking, gastronomical aspect. 

Let us look at the picturesque side; for nowhere in nature 
is to be found on a small scale a greater variety of beautiful 
colors and forms. 

Do you hear a musical tinkle ? Part the bushes of sweet 
scented, water-loving Clethra and peep into this green bower. 
Have you ever read what Burroughs says of a spring? He calls 
it the eye of the landscape. Here it is — a pure, limpid eye, 
backed by a shaggy, beetling eyebrow, and having for lashes a 
fringe of delicate mosses, which glisten as with tears after we 
have thrown upon them a few clear drops from the cocoanut 
cup. 

What is this among the mosses? Do the Brownies, like 
everyday children, ever *Mose their tongues?" Surely here is 
a host of little black tongues protruding saucily from their green 
bed ! Those are only earth-tongues, fungi, the little Geoglos- 
sums. 

Here are some orange-colored protuberances. Dig one up. 
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Can this be growing on a chrysalis ? Its life depends on the 
nourishment which it draws from the poor moth within. This 
is only one of a host of fungi which wage war on the insects. 
A minute species (Torula sporendonema) produces the death of 
the house-fly. 

On a par with this is the mould, which has been found in 
the air-cells of the Eider duck while alive. Let us leave this 
fungus of beautiful color and ghastly suggestion. 

Clambering up a hillock, we experience a change of scene, 
indeed. Here is the kindergarten ring, every little toadstool in 
its place, a perfect fairy ring. Nearby are tawny, deep umbrella 
racks (Cantharellus cornucopioides) into which the little folk 
might have put their dainty, brown, fluted parasols. It must 
have been raining, for they are all unfurled with their handles 
stuck into an oak leaf. 

What extravagant Brownies! The shelves in their Kinder- 
garten are covered with soft, variegated velvet, the colors blend- 
ing as in watered silk (Polyporus versicolor), while here is a 
tier of especially dainty projections covered with creamy chamois, 
with fluted edges (Polyporus conchifer). 

Are these little egg baskets down in the cool moss that the 
eggs may be kept fresh ? This tiny one is of birch bark possibly 
(Cyathus striatus), while here are some more sturdy of leather, 
birds' nest fungus. 

Hark! is that thunder? Brownie land must be afire! See 
the smoke! No, it is only a chestnut burr which has fallen on 
one of the puff balls (Sycoperdon) and the ** smoke" is caused 
by the escape of myriads of sporules. Fries, the eminent 
fungologist, says: *The sporules are infinite, for in a single 
individual of Reticularia maxima I have reckoned 10,000,000 so 
subtle as to resemble thin smoke, as light as if raised by 
evaporation and dispersed in so many ways — by the sun's 
attraction, by insects, by adhesion and elasticity — that it is 
difficult to conceive a place from which they could be excluded." 

In our excitement we have created havoc in the fairy forest, 
trampling under foot many a coral-like tree (Clavaria). 

It is time to go and we have had but a glimpse; yet the 
Brownie lanterns are lit. 

As we cross the grainfields we meet fungi everywhere; 
smut (Ustilago carbo) on the oats and barley; smut (Ustilago 
Maydis) with its black spores, on the maize or Indian corn; 
rust on the bean ; Peronspora infestans on the potato. 

Finally, reaching the porch, do we not find the dry rot of the 
timber caused by a fungus. And, hungry after our walk, what 
do we see on the preserves? Large cottony tufts, having 
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vesicles filled with greenish spores, borne on long pedicels. 
In a brief paper it is impossible to do more than merely 
indicate the vast array of fungi, not only parasitic on animals 
and plants, but also serving in turn as food for animals. 

Marie S. Sanial. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR SEASONABLE WORK WITH 

PLANTS. 

September — Leaves, great variety in form, venation. Arrange- 
ment of leaves, how adapted to secure the greatest amount of 
light and air. Extent of leaf surface. Make collections of mounted 
leaves. Fall flowers such as golden-rod, aster, wild carrot, sun- 
flower, etc. 

October — Coloring of leaves, fall of leaves. Fruits and seeds, 
relation to flower. Edible fruits as apple, orange, banana, cran- 
berry, chestnut, peanut, almond, etc. Ways in which seeds 
are dispersed — winged fruits as maple, alianthus, ash — fruits 
with tufts of hairs, as thistle, dandelion, clematis — with hooks 
or barbs as burdock, Spanish needles, ticktrefoil. 

November — Fleshy roots, sweet potato, carrott parsnip, beet. 
Purposes roots serve. Cuttings of ivy or tradescantia in water 
to show secondary roots. Underground stems, tubers and bulbs 
as potato and onion. Plant bulbs and tubers and watch develop- 
ment (Chinese narcissus). 

December — Winter condition of plants, buds for next year, 
nourishment stored in roots and stems. The evergreens, pine, 
hemlock, cedar, balsam and spruce. Shape of tree, mode of 
branching, cones. Holly and mistletoe. 

January — Plant seeds in sand, sawdust, sponge or on cheese- 
cloth stretched across tumbler of water. Study the embryo in 
soaked seeds as bean, pea, squash, wheati corn, acorn, maple, 
peanut, almond, morning glory, etc. Plant at least the first 
five. Parts of embryo. 

February — Continued study of germination, comparison of 
seedlings. Conditions of growth, food of plants. What plants 
do for animals. Interdependence of plants and animals as seen 
in an aquaiium. Twigs collected and put in water to develop. 
Horsechestnut, lilac, tulip-tree, apple, sumach, alder, willow, 
poplar, etc. 

March — Study of twigs, bark, leaf-scars, bud-scars. Internal 
structure. Begin ''spring note-book." Watch daily unfolding 
of the leaves, twigs, mosses, and lichens; keep in plate in class- 
room. 

April — Systematic study of any trees in the neighborhood. 
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Early-blooming trees and shrubs as alder, pussy-willow, hazel, 
maple, elm — how the wind carries the pollen. Earliest wild 
flowers, hepatica, spring beauty, saxifrage, etc. 

May — The flower, its parts, purposes of parts. Common 
wild flowers, adder's tongue, violet, anemone, Jack-in-the-pulpit, 
columbine, dandelion, buttercup, dogwood, etc. Ferns. Com- 
mon cultivated shrubs, forsythia, Japan quince, hawthorne, 
spiraea, weigela, etc. Blossoms of fruit trees ; what part makes 
the fruit. 

June — Relation between flowers and insects, what attracts 
the insects, what benefit are their visits to the flowers. Later 
wild flowers, daisy, clover, rose. Flowers of the grasses, 
grains. A. R. Northrop. 



CHILD STUDY 

At the child study conference held in February, Dr. Franz 
Boas read a scholarly paper on Growth. The substance of his 
remarks was as follows : 

The matter of growth is of the utmost importance to 
educators. The period of growth is the period of development 
of the body and its activities. Education consists of the creation 
of favorable and the elimination of unfavorable conditions of 
growth. 

In the first period of childhood, lasting till the ninth year in 
girls and the eleventh in boys, the rate of development is about 
the same for both. Then there is a period of acceleration in 
growth when the amount of difference increases. This second 
period covers about four years of the child's life. 

The influence of social environment with the accompanying 
hygienic conditions was carefully studied. It was found, as 
might be expected, that the children of the poorer classes, pre- 
supposing less hygienic conditions, display a less vigorous 
growth on the whole. During early childhood the difference 
between the different classes is less marked, but it increases 
rapidly up to the time of adolescence. However, the vigorous 
development appears to stop earlier, so that the ultimate state 
in the better classes is not so much superior as might be ex- 
pected. 

The size of the head, actual and proportionate, was treated of 
in the paper. The head of a small boy is large as compared to 
the size of the body, but later in life the proportion is reversed, 
so that at 13, while the head of the girl is actually smaller, pro- 
portionately it is larger. The brain naturally follows the same law. 

With regard to comparative racial growth, some interesting 
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facts were disclosed. In early childhood a young Indian is 
found to be better developed than a half-breed, while later the 
reverse is true. The divergence between the types increases 
with increasing age. We are therefore justified in considering 
children the most homogeneous of mankind. This conclusion 
sheds some light on the problem of mixed classes. The problem 
is easier of solution the younger the children to be considered, 
whether it be a mixture as to race or sex. The older mixed 
classes presenting a wider difference in individuals of the same 
age, present a more complex problem. 

The foregoing statements as to growth were applied especi- 
ally to bodily growth, but it is safe to assume that the physical 
and psychical correlate to some extent since the development of 
mental power is connected with the development of the nervous 
system. Growth indicates an increase in functional activities. 
Therefore, those conditions favorable to bodily growth are also 
favorable to mental growth. It has been established without a 
doubt that in the case of the normal child the period of accelera- 
tion in bodily growth is the time for much mental work. The 
old theory that the child's energy goes into physical growth and 
he must be spared brain exercise is no longer held to be true. 
The very fact of the child's growing indicates a store of nervous 
energy which must be expended on something. Plenty of food 
for mental exercise is, therefore, a benefit rather than a detri- 
ment, and should be supplied whenever possible. L. B. 

On Thursday, March 3, Dr. Edgar Dubs Shimer will address 
the meeting on ** Fingers and Thumbs." Dr. Shimer is well 
known to the teachers of the city with whom he has been 
brought in contact in many ways. Formerly a public school 
teacher himself, and Professor of Psychology at the New York 
University School of Pedagogy, he is at present Assistant Super- 
intendent of New York College. He will doubtless give the 
teachers many valuable practical hints. All interested are invited 
to attend. N. C, Lecture Room B, 4 p. m. 

Under the title of **The Contribution of the Oswego Normal 
School to Educational Progress in America, "f Mr. A. P. HoUis 
has paid a lasting tribute to the life of Dr. E. A. Sheldon, a man 
whom to know was an education. The appearance of this 
timely volume will serve in a large sense as a memorial of the 
life-work of Dr. Sheldon, and will be welcomed not only by all 
personally interested in the Oswego Normal School, but also 
by every student of the history of educatiou. 

t D. C. Heath A Co., Boston, Mass. 
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First Thursday in April (April 7). 

Topic : sports on the Obedience of Children. 

Harriet H. Keith, 
Dr. Hannah DeMilt, 
Discussion. Mary H. Nolen. 

Note. — Mothers and teachers are requested to send answers to the following 
questions: 

Giye instances where children inclined to disobedience have shown a will- 
ingness to obey. 

Do exceptionally obedient children show exceptional intelligence in any 
direction, or vice versa ? State cases. 

Is there any danger in enforcing prompt obedience at all times ? 

Does military discipline in schools conduce to habits of obedience in the 
home or in general ? 

Does a system of enforced obedience ever result in willing obedience ? 

What is the earliest age at which obedience should be required ? 

What sort of people do children show a readiness to obey ? What difference 
in children in this respect ? 

Is the inclination to obedience or to disobedience due to temperament or to 
training ? 

What relation between disobedience and contrariness ? 

Does allowing children to choose engender the habit of disobedience ? 

REPORT OF EDUCATION COMMITTEE, NEW YORK 
STATE FEDERATION OF WOMET^TS CLUBS* 



Syracuse, N. Y., November 11, 1897. 
Madam President and Members of the State Federation : 

The General Federation decided in May, 1896, that public 
education be made the common subject of interest for all the 
women's clubs in the country, and asked that committees be 
appointed by the State Federations to co-operate with the 
Education Committee of the General Federation to this end. 

Your committee, formed for this purpose, would respectfully 
report its conviction that in a State so large, so populous, and 
with so great a variety of club life as New York, the excellent 
suggestions of the National Committee as to both theoretic and 
practical work can be made effectual only if the clubs of the 
State will pledge themselves by vote to effort for public education 
and to frequent and systematic reports of work accomplished. 

The committee has, therefore, during the past year given 
careful consideration to a plan in accordance with which the 
clubs of the State may, in the future, work as a unit in the study 
of educational conditions and in action based upon such study. 
It is the hope of the committee that this plan will prove accept- 
able to all clubs, since it is broad enough to permit all to 
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co-operate while pursuing their own lines of study and work 
without interruption. 

The following recommendations are offered: 

First — The committee shall in the future consist of a chairman 
and ten members, each of the ten to carry on correspondence 
with the one-tenth of the clubs of the State which are nearest 
her geographically, and each to be entitled to name an assistant 
in her territory, subject to the confirmation of the chairman. 

Second — Each club shall be requested to appoint an education 
secretary, who shall pledge herself to make, before the fifteenth 
day of each month, to the member of the Education Committee 
who is her correspondent, a report on the work for public edu- 
cation actually done by her club. When no work has been 
done, a report shall be made to that effect. 

Third — These reports shall be promptly answered by the 
correspondents. And before the twenty-fifth of each month, 
each of the ten shall send to the chairman a condensed summary 
of the reports received by her, with an account of her own 
recommendations as made to the clubs. 

Fourth — The chairman shall write to each of the ten before 
the fifth of the month following, giving her advice and friendly 
criticisms. She shall be entitled to appoint a secretary to the 
committee, if need arise. 

Fifth — The work offered to the clubs by the committee shall 
be of three general kinds, the utmost freedom of action to be 
provided for and encouraged. In particular, an effort shall be 
made by the committee to suggest to the clubs methods of work 
for the schools which shall be in the direct line of their own 
special object or interest; for instance, to stimulate art clubs to 
the suitable decoration of school buildings with pictures and 
casts, and to urge clubs studying English literature to secure the 
adoption of this study as the basis for composition work, if in 
their judgment such method is wise. 

{a) Work of the first general class shall be strongly urged 
upon all clubs, since it is simple and practical, and cannot inter- 
fere with any plan of work already adopted. It consists in the 
appointment of intelligent and tactful women as school visitors, 
who shall report to the education secretaries of their respective 
clubs (and these in turn to the clubs, and also to the education 
committee) the external conditions of the schools, as of build- 
ings, sanitation, furnishings and general order. For this purpose 
blank forms with questions to be answered shall be sent to the 
secretaries of all clubs by the Education Committee. These 
questions shall be known as Form A. They shall aim to secure 
the kindly co-operation of home and school in all matters per- 
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taining to the child's physical well-being, and to ascertain con- 
ditions actually existing in the schools. This kind of work is 
intended to appeal especially to practical women. Specific 
inquiries shall be made as to light, ventilation, methods of heat- 
ing, floor-room, position of children and character of seats, the 
average number of pupils to a teacher, the proportion of teachers 
who possess culture in addition to training, the teaching of 
choral music, efforts to make school buildings attractive, methods 
taken to secure discipline, the testing of the special senses, as 
eyesight, hearing and sensibility of the skin. 

(b) Work of the second class shall be adapted to those club 
women who have a special interest in methods of teaching. 
Workers shall visit the schools, and shall answer from observa- 
tion questions to be furnished. These questions shall be known 
as Form B, and shall be so devised as to test efficiency of teach- 
ing at all important points. Close questions as to methods of 
instruction in reading and writing, as to the encouragement of 
original expression from the first, the teaching of English in con- 
nection with all subjects, the inculcation of a patriotism that is 
not synonymous with the warlike spirit, the opening of the 
wonders of natural history to the mind of the child, examina- 
tions and their effects, the spirit of the schools, etc., are to be 
formulated. 

{c) The committee conceives the primary aim of school-work 
done by clubs to be practical ; that is, that visitors will try to 
learn and report the actual state of the schools, to offer friendly 
suggestions and help to teachers, at the proper time, to co-ordi- 
nate the work of library and school, to arouse in the community 
such sentiment of loyalty to the school administration as shall 
still admit .of frank and courageous criticism where criticism is 
needed, and to secure disinterested men and women on the 
school boards. 

Yet, if the plan of the present committee is carried out by the 
committee which succeeds it, the circular issued by that com- 
mittee will give a prominent place to plans for theoretical study. 
The reason for this is twofold : first, in answering the questions 
suggested, visitors will often feel the need to understand the 
exact bearing of these ; second, there is a class of minds natur- 
ally most interested in the theory of a subject, and it is hoped 
that with these as a centre of crystallization, school visitors of 
the other two classes may be gradually induced to engage in 
such study and to bring to bear upon the theory the results of 
their own experience and observation. 

The course of study offered by the committee will be divided 
3& follows : 
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I. The Mind and Body of the Child. 

Here will be included the kindergarten, manual training, 
child study and a course of reading for mothers to prepare them 
to give instruction to boys and girls in personal purity and the 
sacredness of parenthood. 

II. The History of Education. 

1. The General History of Education, emphasizing the evo- 
lution of the modern idea of education. 

2. The History of Education in the United States. 

3. Courses for the use of historical clubs, on education dur- 
ing the period which they are studying, e.g.^ Old Greek Educa- 
tion, Educational Ideas and Methods at Rome, Early Christmas 
Schools, Jesuit Schools, Schools of Modern Europe. 

HI. The Theory of Education. 

Comprising courses in general and applied psychology. Here 
an effort should be made to show that education is not a hard 
and fast science, but a progressive one, which must adapt itself 
successively to conditions that it has helped to create. It is felt 
that the club women of the State can do much for both teachers 
and pupils by emphasizing the truth that there can be no system 
which is final. 

IV. The Ethical Results of Education. 

A study of methods of teaching with special reference to 
effects upon character. 

V. School Organization and Administration in New York State, 
and New York School Law. 

The committee can put at the disposal of clubs an excellent 
general bibliography of education, and the courses to be offered 
will be accompanied each with a suitable list of books. The 
interest which has been expressed in such courses and the helps 
to devising them which have already been furnished by such 
men as Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, Supt. Skinner of the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, and Supt. Elmendorf of the Buflalo 
Library, ensure the high standard of the work offered. 

Ail students of education will be urged to visit the schools 
under the advice of their correspondents in order to criticise or 
verify the theories studied. Question-forms A and B will be 
furnished them. 

Sixth — General suggestions shall be given by the committee 
on such matters as the establishment of vacation schools to 
secure recreation under guidance; both kindergartens and 
higher schools for the study of natural science, shall be here con- 
sidered. A set of helpful directions to school visitors shall also 
be sent out. 
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Seventh — Varied programmes for special education days in 
the clubs shall be prepared, and each club shall be requested to 
carry out at least one of these each year. 

Eighth — Means shall be suggested to club women to increase 
by definite effort public interest in educational matters, as talks 
with teachers and members of school boards, press articles, the 
formation of school associations in towns where radical reforms 
are needed, and always the exertion of personal influence in 
behalf of clean methods. Club women should never rest until 
school boards represent the best in culture and character that 
the community affords. 

Ninth — Measures shall be taken by the committee to put into 
effect the suggestion of the General Federation that an educa- 
tional meeting of club women be held in connection with the 
next meeting of the State Teachers' Association; and if this 
meeting prove helpful, it shall be made a precedent 

Tenth — The chairman of the committee shall make at each 
annual meeting of the State Federation a report of the work done 
in the State during the year. She shall add such suggestions as 
shall previously have been sanctioned by her committee for prac- 
tical action to be taken by the Federation, or for practical meas- 
ures to be recommended to clubs, e. g,, in attempting to 
influence legislation. There shall be at all times a sub-committee 
to watch school legislation, and make reports to the chairman. 

It will be seen that a plan thus outlined requires self-devoted 
work, and some expenditure of both time and energy. If the 
Federation should decide to adopt such a plan (which seems to 
the committee quite in the usual spirit of club-work by women), 
ail of its members might take graciously from the public as their 
fortunate due, for the club year just beginning, the old Dutch 
New Year greeting : 

" 1 wish you a Happy New Year. 
Long may you live. 
Much may you give! *' 

There must be effort; but is not the goal worth the dust and 
heat and stress of the race ? What of charm and delight would 
not be added to everyday life in a community where the children 
of all should be the children of each, where school boards and 
mothers and fathers and teachers should be as one in their aims, 
where women should enter the schools daily to pass a happy 
hour unobtrusively with the children, and should feel in the 
schools the same intent and gracious interest as in their own 
homes, and the same sense of the sanctity of the work there 
done as in their own churches ? With earnestness of yut^o?.^ 
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and united effort a moderate amount of real work cannot fail to 
make the Federation of Women's Clubs an inspiration, a strength 
and a defense for the public schools of the Empire State. 

Signed : 

Ida J. Butcher, Utica. 

Arria S. Huntington, Syracuse. 

Frances Fisher Wood, New York. 

Helen Barrett Montgomery, Rochester. 

Amelia Earle Trant, Buffalo, Chairman. 

Will readers of the "News, *' who know the addresses of the 
following graduates, kindly send the same to the Chairman of 
Committee on Statistics, Miss Blanche H. Arnold, 447 West 
End Avenue, New York City ? 

1885: Mary A. Ackley, Mary E. Armstrong, Flora E. Bran- 
don, Mary Brennan (Mrs. Leonard Streubel), Carrie A. Chappelle 
(Mrs. Barnett), Nellie S. Cornell (Mrs. Andrew Yost), Mary 
Cunningham, Catharine A. DeShay, Jessie L. Divant, Kate A. 
Driscoll, Annie E. Eidwan, Jennie 1. Evans, Mary E. Forster, 
Lottie E. Holly, Mary Horsley, Alice M. Howard, Henrietta 
Hudson, Grace B. Knapp, Emily L. Kock, Ida Levy, Mary 
McAllister (Mrs. Zimber) , Belle McClellan, Annie E. McDermott, 
Minnie Martin, Julia H. Merceint Marguerite F. Newman, Jeanne 
Oberrieth, Mary A. O'Toole, Ellen C. Peoble, Susan J. Riley, 
Amanda O. Salberg, Esther Saunders, Laura Schroeder, Kate 
Seaman (Mrs. F. H. Hoe), Margery Sloane, Harriet Thompson, 
Ella True (Mrs. Perry), Elizabeth Wallace, Martha B. Wolff, 
Fannie Zabinski. 

BOOK NOTES. 

Longfellow's ** Evangeline"* has been edited by Prof. Everett 
Hale, Jr., Ph.D., for the **Standard Literature Series." Dr. Hale's 
introduction includes remarks on "Longfellow as a poet," with 
a full biography. In regard to the poem, there is a clear state- 
ment of the historic facts, with a treatise on the metre. The 
'* Suggestions for Study" comprise (1) Directions for a Cursory 
Reading; and (II) five pages of Directions for a More Careful 
Reading, viz., (a) further study of the story, (b) study of the 
characters, (c) memorizing; and (HI) two pages of Directions 
for Textual Study, viz., (a) allusions, (b) imagery, (c) words, 
(d) structure of the poem, (e) grammatical study. This edition 
is complete as a text-book, and fully meets the demands of the 
best educators. 

♦ " Standard Literature Series "—University Publishing Co. 
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EDITORIAL 

In April the public schools are to be closed for a week's vaca- 
tion, which, no doubt, will be of great benefit to all. It comes 
just at a period when spring may be gathered in arms and brought 
indoors, and after the long winter, and before the really warm 
weather comes, there is a time of dull tension, which this week's 
holiday will relieve. 

It is to be hoped, yet feared, that this year more of our citizens 
will discover the Bronx, that rare spot so near to the fiercely 
beating heart of the city. 

When the new Botanical Gardens were first planned, a party 
of men who were interested visited the proposed site of the gar- 
dens. Among them was one man whose tremendous fortune 
was amassed by his own hard work. He had recently acquired 
a place in Scotland, but the Bronx was unknown to him. 

"How can this place be so near New York?" he said. "It 
seems incongruous. It's like parts of the Scottish Highlands." 

And the workingman in his Sunday clothes, who stood with 
his wife and little boy beside us on the bridge one warm Sunday 
in May, looked up with humorous enjoyment at the gray rock 
walls. Doubtless somewhat of the same feeling was in his mind, 
for presently he told his wife to wait there while he and Jimmy 
"climbed the Rockies." 
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Certainly we are fortunate to have the Bronx preserved to us 
as a park^ since in no other way could it be held in its entirety. 
Yet forbidding ordinances are beginning to frown at those who 
a few years ago plucked bud and flowering branch with con- 
sciences quite clear and undisturbed. The trolley cars and the 
bicycles bring so many Bronxward in these days that supervision 
is a necessity. Yet we have a right to hope that the day of asphalt 
walks and guarded grass plats will never come to Bronx. 



NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN/E HOUSE, 

446 East 72d Straet. 



March^ 1898. 



Mondays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Library, 3 to 5. 

Picture Library, 3 to 4. 

Nature Study Class, 3:30 (alternate Mondays). 
Tuesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Qothing Committee, 3 to 5. 

Cooking Qass, 3:30 to 5. 

Library, 7:30 to 8:30. 
Wednesdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Sewing Qass, 3 to 5. 

Penny Bank, 5 to 5 :30. 

Boys' Club, 7:30 to 9:30. 
Thursdays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 
Fridays — Kindergarten, 9 to 12. 

Dolls' Dressmakers, 3:30 to 5. 

Boys' Club, 7 130 to 9. 

Girls' Club, 7:30 to 9. 

Penny Bank, 8 to 9. 
Saturdays — Boys' Qub, 7:30 to 9:30. 

To the President of the Alumnae Association of the Normal Col- 
lege: 

Dear Madam. — Since the establishment of the Alumnae House, 
in October, 1894, I have served as headworker. During that 
time I have, to the best of my ability, met the duties of the posi- 
tion. 

The necessary demands of the Kindergarten and limited 
strength have made it possible for me to execute but a small pro- 
portion of my plans and hopes. 

A settlement, like a pebble dropped in the sea of humanity. 
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causes opportunities to circle outward as far as the eye can reach. 
With this outlook of increasing responsibility, I cannot in justice 
to myself or to the work continue in my present position. 

With thanks to the many who have given generous coopera- 
tion, with gratitude for the privilege of having had a share in the 
beginning, and with hearty good will for the future, I offer my 
resignation as headworker at the Alumnae House. 

Respectfully, 

Mary A. Wells. 

February 14th, 1898. 

To go into effect April ist, 1898. 



FROM ABROAD. 

Extract from a Letter of one of our Alumna, 

Paris, December 28, 1897. 
* * * The old concierge — ^who is seventy-four and nearly blind 
— brings up our mail with the most sympathetic smile imaginable. 
"Voila des nouvelleo, mademoiselle." Christmas has been quiet, 
of course. * * * A bit of holly which I begged from a flow- 
er-woman and a lot of mistletoe imparted a deceptive holiday air 
to otu" little French apartment. Holly is imported and only sold 
in big bunches, but mistletoe, perfect acres of it, is sold in the 
streets all through the {all and winter. Here and there is a lost 
Christmas tree, but I missed old Santa Claus dreadfully. The 
French make New Year's their day of gifts, "etrennes," and Christ- 
mas is more of a religious holiday. The proper thing is, I be- 
lieve, to go to midnight mass on Christmas eve. They have beau- 
tiful music in all the great churches, and just at the clock stroke 
of twelve a tenor sings the famous "Noel" of Adam. After ser- 
vice is over all those who go from devoutness, as well as those 
who go from curiosity, troop to the famous restaurants for sup- 
per, and Paris is gay indeed until the wee sma' hours. 

One of otw alumnae, Mrs. M. B. Stanton (O'Gorman), a mem- 
ber of the class of '85, writes from Fortress Monroe, Virginia, a 
short description of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Insti- 
tute there: 

"There are glides, colored and Indian, trained to show the 
visitors through the many buildings. It is not under the control 
nor supported by any government. 

"We watched a class building up a house, which the g^ide in- 
formed us would be knocked down next day, and a second class 
would then come in and build up another. We saw one side of a 
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wall being plastered, and the next day that plaster would be re- 
moved in order to let another class repeat the same. There is a 
printing office and bookbindery, conservatory, wigwam, train- 
ing shops, including harness shop, shoe department, wheelwright, 
blacksmith, gymnasium, hospital, laundry. 

"There is the Winona Lx)dge, intended for Indian girls, and 
one thing which struck us forcibly was that the appearance of 
these girls was fine. There were seven Indian girls pointed out 
to us whom we would have taken for American girls — and pretty 
American girls, too. 

"Then there is Whittier Schoolhouse, built in 1887, ^i^ ^ cost of 
$15,000, which is used for six months as a day school and for 
three as a normal school, which so supplies its teachers." 

SUGGESTIONS FOR WORK WITH ANKJALS. 



Reprinted from the syllabi of the lectures given before the Teeuhers* Associatiim^ 

by A, R, Northrop, 

September — Insect Life — ^butterflies and moths. (Collect cat- 
erpillars, keep in boxes and feed until they make cocoons) ; spid- 
ers and their webs. Shells from the beaches — clam, scallop, mus- 
sel, boat-shell, etc. Live oysters and clams from the market. 

October — Insects continued. Grasshoppers (locusts), crickets, 
katy-dids, beetles, flies. Galls made by gall-flies, as oak-gall, 
willow-gall, etc. Migration of birds. 

November — Common Domestic Animals — study of cat and 
dog, compared with rabbit, squirrel, and mouse. Preparation of 
animals for winter. 

December — Birds — characteristics as shown in English spar- 
row, pigeon, canary, parrot; compare bills and feet. Study of 
gold-fish in aquarium, how they swim, breathe, etc. 

January — Work with aquarium continued. Water-newts, tad- 
poles (their life histories), snails, fresh water mussel. 

February — Lobsters and crabs from market: how protected; 
various purposes served by appendages. 

March — Return of birds, song-sparrow, robin, bluebird, etc. 
Watch for butterflies and moths to come out of cocoons. Earth- 
worms, burrows and castings. Start "spring note-book." 

April — Birds continued. Pond-life, frogs, toads; life-history 
of mosquito, of dragon-fly. 

May — Birds' nests, where found, materials used, etc. Eg^s, 
care of young. Turtles. Snakes — habits, food, etc. 

June — ^Ants, bees, wasps; their homes and habits. Animals 
helpful to man; animals injurious to man. 
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Note. — In work with animals, most important points for study 
are their habits, where they live; what and how they eat; how they 
move; how they breathe; what sounds they make; what care they 
take of their young"; what they do in winter; their enemies; means 
of escape and defense; how they are adapted to their mode of life; 
and their relations to man. 

Majority of animals mentioned above can be kept in class- 
room, for a time at least, that the children may make their ac- 
quaintance. Inculcate reverence for life in all its forms — kind- 
ness to animals will be sure to result. 



CFfflJ) STUDY* 

At the last meeting of the ChiM Study Committee, held Thurs- 
day, March 3d, Dr. Edgar Dubs Shimer read a most interesting 
paper, entitled, "Fingers and Thumbs." 

"It is the hands," says Anaxagoras, "that make man the most 
intelligent of animals." Dr. Shimer quoted this remark and 
then added his own views on the subject. 

The mere possession of the hand is not the distinction, but 
rather the marvellous possibility of education attainable under 
the law of development. 

In the manual training there is more than the hand to be con- 
sidered. The hand would remain inactive unless there were 
created a propensity to use it. This thought is expressed by 
Froebel in the remark: "Get the child to reveal itself." Use the 
principle of self-activity. The training of the fingers and thumbs 
even from the most utilitarian motives can be carried to the most 
successful issue, only if we appreciate not only that faculty is de- 
veloped by exercise, but also that it is the function of education to 
develop faculty by arousing voluntary exercise. 

The motor organism must receive training as well as the sens- 
ory. Till recently the motor side has been neglected. Now one 
but states a truism in saying that the hands are gateways of 
knowledge as well as the eyes and ears. Indeed some kinds of 
knowledge can enter in no other way. 

Motion of the fingers is necessary to a fine sense of touch. This 
sense resides in general in the skin of the whole body, but its spe- 
cial organ is the skin of the finger tips. But freedom of motion 
and delicacy of touch are not sufficient to give information about 
objects. There is another factor, the knowledge of the motions 
and ability to direct them, or what is called the muscular sense. 

Let any one try to recognize any object by rubbing one finger 
over it. He will soon realize how difficult a task that is. That 
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characteristic of all the higher senses — doubleness — ^is missing. 
The other fingers and the thumb will strain to aid the one in this 
experiment — ^yes, even the other hand will involuntarily reach 
out also. 

How often a teacher stands before her class turning and twist- 
ing a specimen while she talks to the children about it. They 
try to look and see what she is feeling. Now, occulo-motor ac- 
tion does not furnish a basis for judgment unless specially trained 
for that purpose. Only a trained buyer can see the texture of 
goods; the layman must feel it. And with those who need but to 
look in order to know, the glance only serves to remind him of 
what has at some time been felt. 

Hand knowledge is indispensable. This link in the chain dare 
not be lacking. Even before the kindergarten age, the mother 
can make the child handy, and by handiwork make him hand- 
some on the principle that "Handsome is that handsome does." 
Train the sense of touch; g^ve the child tact. Give the children 
opportunity to do as much fingering as can possibly be arranged 
for. Let him have a specimen cabinet or desk of his own which 
he can arrange and rearrange. With reference to the possession 
of treasures, the doctor read the following verses, clipped from 
the Indianapolis Journal: 

IN Johnnie's pocket. 

An old shoestring and a sixpenny nail. 

Some grocer's twine and a shell of a snail. 

Two hickory nuts and an old brass pin, 

A lump of gum and a bit of tin. 

Two marbles, a top and a fishhook or two, 

A dozen B shot and his father's corkscrew, 

A button, a knife and a leather sling. 

An empty spool and some more string. 

Tobacco tags of kinds galore, 

A penny whistle, an apple core, 

A piece of rubber and a stale fish worm 

Which I knew by the odor had lost its squirm. 

Four carpet tacks and a discarded locket — 

I found to-night in my sweet boy's pocket. 

Every boy is a natural Jack Homer. If he puts in his thumb 
and pulls out a plum, he invariably thinks, "What a good boy am 
I." The surest way to teach him to keep his fingers out of anoth- 
er's pie is to keep him constantly supplied with a pie of his own. 
Train him then to handle things, to use his fingers and thumbs. 
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Let him learn to use beautiful things^ to love the beautiful and 
be beautiful. Let us say with Whittier: 

"I pray the prayer of Plato old, 
'God make thee beautilul within.' " 

L. B. 

On Thursday, April 7, Miss H. H. Keith, Dr. H. De Milt and 
Miss M. H. Nolen will report on the Obedience of Children. All 
interested are invited to attend. Lecture Room B — N. C. 4 
P.M. 

Ji 

ALUMN/E SCIENCE COMMITTEE FLOWER 

DISTRIBUTION* 

The Alumnae Science Committee will distribute wild flowers 
and other specimens for nature study in the library. Normal Col- 
lege, Thursday, April 21st, at 4 P. M. Alumnae School Repre- 
sentatives are especially invited to be present. 



ALUMN/E SCIENCE CLASS-Tcnth Term. 

The Spring Science Class of the Natural Science Committee of 
the Associate Alumnae will have nine field days on successive 
Wednesdays, beginning April 6th, with Mrs. John L Northrop 
as leader. The class for teachers on Saturday mornings will be 
conducted by Mrs. Northrop in connection with her course be- 
fore the Teachers' Association. 

Dues for the Wednes3ay class — $1.50 to Alumnae members, 
$2.00 to all other women — are payable to Miss E. O. Long, 442 
E. 87th Street, before April 4th. Due notice of first field day will 
be sent to all registered members. Alice M. Isaacs, 

Chairman. 
Ji 

Readers of "The Alumnae News" will no doubt be interested in 
this description of "A Kindergarten Walk," which is taken from 
the diary of one of our public kindergartners. 

Her kindergarten is situated near Tompkins Square. Quite a 
number of our kindergartners have availed themselves of the 
permission granted by the city superintendent to take these walks. 
One very enterprising kindergartner has visited the Aquarium 
with her little flock. 

"Our tree," that is the one nearest the school building, receives 
frequent visits and will be watched throughout the year. 



8 THE ALUMNiE NEWS. 

Wednesday Morning, Oct. 13, 1897. 

The day was perfect. As one little girl expressed it, there were 
"packs" of sunshine everywhere, and the children had been ask- 
ing to go to the park. 

There were twenty-eight little folks, all eager and anxious to 
get out and find "leaves," baby-buds," "caterpillar houses," and 
perhaps nuts. 

How many rubber plants they saw in Tenth Street! "Just like 

yours. Miss M ^," and one pair of sharp eyes spied the top of 

a bass viol peeping from a third story window. It took Miss 
M some time to locate that same "music." 

On we went slowly through Tenth Street, past a grocery and 
a store where they sold nothing but brushes, past the church 
"where my mamma goes," across the car-tracks to "our tree." 
Our tree has lovely holes at the bottom, and we can put oiu* 
hands inside. We wondered if a squirrel could be up in that tree. 

Soon someone came running with a handful of leaves, and 
showed the funny little hole in the end of the stem. 

Someone found a big leaf like a "heart" (catalpa), and carried 
it for a parasol. 

Then we all looked for "hearts," or "fingers" (maple), and soon 
we found some leaves with "saws" on their edges (elm). 

One little girl cried, "Oh, here is a nut," and sure enough it 
was a large acorn. It did not come from any tree in the park, 
however, but had been dropped there by someone. 

We carried some of the milk-weed seeds (which we had talked 
about previously in the kindergarten), and let them sail away, and 
while the children will probably not know what becomes of them, 
one little boy will always remember the one he saw settle upon 
the grass. 

A small red dragon-fly came across our path near the pond; 
we watched it for some time, as it did not seem inclined to fly, 
and while the children were a little timid at first, they soon came 
to regard it as harmless. 

Presently we played "fire-horses," or "birds," or "steamboats," 
and then, marshalling our forces, we proceeded homeward, sing- 
ing as we went. 

We were out about one hour. 



Will the readers of the "News" who know the address of the 
following graduates kindly send same to the Chairman of Com- 
mittee on Statistics, Blanche H. Arnold, 447 West End Avenue: 
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Qass 

Abendschein^ Anna M. 
Allason^ Mar>' L. (Mrs. Thos. 

McClellan) 
Brown, Mary R. 
Brown, Henrietta. 
Buckley, Mary. 
Boyle, Ethna. 
Craig, Edith B. 
Canter, Augusta E. 
Cuddihy, Mary J. F. 
Curtis, Addie R. 
Qinchy, Jennie. 
Cummings, Josephine. 
DuflFy, Mamie R. (Mrs. Britt) 
Eckhardt, Carrie M. 
Engles, Emma. 
Frazier, Susan E. 
Franklin, Florence. 
Grabau, Angelina A. 
Gibson, Isabel. 
Gipson, Ida M. 
Hesse, Minnie. 
Hilliard, Isabel. 
HoUey, Adelaide. 
Jacobs, Louise. 
Kelley, Agnes. 
Krom, Lizzie. 
Law, Caroline L. 
Law, Ellen M. 



of 1887. 
Miller, Alma L. 
Meiers, Rose. 
Moses, Hannah. 
Marmion, Beatrice. 
Mahoney, Ellen A. 
Many, Helen L. 
McGovem, Amelia J. 
Moore, Grace. 
Mills, Elizabeth. 
O'Connell, Minnie E. (Mrs. 

Wm. Atkinson) 
O'Donnell, Katherine T. 
O'Hara, Helen B. 
Pollard, Margaret B. 
Protz, Louise. 
Quinlan, Anna R. 
Ray, Roberta (Mrs. Henry 

Palmer Sachett). 
Redmond, Catherine G. 
Rothschild, Henrietta. 
Schwartz, Bertha. 
Ship, Jessie (Mrs. McClintock) 
Spengeman, Agnes. 
Sproul, Ida E. 
Wenning, Caroline. 
Weiss, Annie. 
Walsh, Mary V. 
Winans, Grace E, 
Zelling, Rebecca. 



Sonnenberg, Theresa 
Geist) 



Qass of 1888. 

(Mrs. Van Gelder, Grace. 
Walton, Ida E. 



Breicher, Bertha T. 
Bussing, Sarah. 
Cooper, Grace M. 
Cornish, Annie L. 
Devlin, Jennie L. 
Fitzsimmons, Mary. 
Foster, Rachel. 



Class of 1890. 

Foye, Mary S. 
Goodman, Nellie. 
Jackson, Georgina (Mrs. 

Gtorge Bohlen) 
Kubischta, Annie (Mrs. Chas. 

Prickett) 
Levy, Annie. 
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McGrath, Margaret. Simpson, Frances. 

Morris, Letitia. Stiehl, Hedwig. 

Peg^am, Virginia. Sullivan, Mary. 

Powers, Margaret L. Treerdell, Mary. 

Rauch, Belle. Van Holland, Mary. 
Reimers, Marie (Mrs. L. Dann) Wagner, Adele. 

Schnitzen, Bemardine. Welker, Hattie. 
Seamans, Ada. 

At the winter meeting of the New York Society for Child 
Study, which was held at Syracuse on Dec. 30th, Dr. James P. 
Haney, Supervisor of Manual Training in New York City, read 
a paper on "The Dullard." 

Dr. Haney was for some years lecturer on Physiological Peda- 
gogics in the New York University School of Pedagogy, and his 
paper discussed the mental and physical characteristics of the 
backward child from a medical standpoint and showed the con- 
nection between mental obtuseness and defective development 
He first called attention to hereditary influences, their effects 
upon children, and the injustice which is done the backward child 
who is forced to pursue a course of study suitable for his brighter 
neighbors but ill adapted to his own needs. This evil has been 
found to result in many such children leaving school without 
having received the development of which they were capable, 
experiment having shown, as in the class established by Dr. Cvey, 
of Elmira, to whose work the speaker referred, that a marked im- 
provement will take place in the physical and intellectual well- 
being of the dullest and most fractious pupils when they are 
placed upon a special regimen and are given a course of study 
suitable for their limited mental grasp. 

Few know that at Elmira there is to-day what might almost be 
called a kindergarten class for the instruction of those of the in- 
mates of the Reformatory whose mental powers are of the lowest 
and whose moral fibre has been insufficient to enable them to 
withstand the temptations which beset the youth of all cities. 

Child study was shown to be of double value in determining 
the course of study best suited for the dull child, and in securing 
reliable statistics as to the number of such children and the im- 
portance of their education, but the speaker urged that all in- 
vestigations and examinations be conducted by those fitted by 
education and training to recognize the nature and cause of all 
nutrition and development. Said he, speaking of the attitude of 
modern medicine: "Science to-day does not, when at a loss for 
treatment, resort to the rod to exorcise the devil of drink or of 
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dullness, but prefers by closer study of the disease, its cause and 
effects, to learn the secret of its amelioration, if not its cure." 

The developmental defects most frequently met with, as the ad- 
herent lobes of the ears, epicanthic folds of the eyelids, the 
pegged teeth and cleft palates, were then briefly described and 
attention was called to the various forms of abnormal nervous 
action commonly met with. "With physical defects," said the 
speaker, "one looks for and frequently finds cerebral abnormali- 
ties. All expression of mind is by movement. An abnormal 
movement means an abnormal motor. 

"Experiments made with dullards in the psychological labora- 
tory have been found to prove that in many cases these pupils 
actually suffer pain to a less degree than do their brighter fel- 
lows, while careful tests frequently reveal in them a deficiency in 
the keenness of the various special senses. 

"A failure of development of the visual centre may well be ac- 
cepted as an explanation of eye-wandering. 

"Attention may be absent from the absence of senses which 
make attention possible. 

"The defective is as a rule poorly nourished, despite an often 
ravenous appetite. It is only occasionally that a boy or girl is 
found of healthy physique, but sadly lacking in intellect, but 'all 
signs fail in dry weather.' " 

The connection between the feeble body and the feeble mind 
having been shown, the subject of the treatment of the defective 
was prefaced by a quotation from Beach, that "unless physical 
conditions can be improved, no amelioration of the mental state 
can be expected." "The treatment must be," said the speaker, 
"as Seguin has termed it, 'medico-pedagogical.' A knowledge of 
physiology on the part of the teacher is essential. To the de- 
fective senses attention must be directed precedent to the educa- 
tion of the mind. The development of the organism and the de- 
velopment of function must proceed together. Physical and 
mental — manual and mental training are one." 

A course of study was then sketched which would give training 
of special senses and special functions, with first a cultivation of 
co-ordinated muscular movements, followed by exercises requir- 
ing a union of manual and mental activity. "Though, of course," 
said the speaker, "no faculties can be supplied, few are as a rule 
fotmd to be wanting; they are only undeveloped. ' With the edu- 
cation of the intellectual, the education of the moral faculties be- 
comes possible." 

The course of instruction advocated would require the estab- 
lishment of separate classes, and this the speaker urged both for 
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the sake of the defective child and for the sake of his intelligent 
companions^ upon whom he must otherwise act as a drag. The 
special education of teachers for such class work was recom- 
mended. "Such teachers," said Dr. Haney, "must be child-stu- 
dents in every sense of the word; it is necessary for them to think 
back and down to the plane of those with whom they have to deal. 
If one would aid the defective child, one must learn to think not 
'of them, but 'with' them." 

The evils of the average ungraded class were criticised by the 
speaker, who advocated a plan whereby not more than twenty 
children, of from 8 to 15 years, should be taught in a room fur- 
nished with benches for elementary manual work and with desks 
at which the children could sit to write or draw. To the possible 
objection that parents might refuse to send their children to a 
school for those admittedly dull, he rejoined by quoting Supt 
Tarbell, of Providence, who has instanced cases where parents 
welcomed the opportunity of sending a child to such a school, 
and even in some cases moved into the neighborhood of the 
school for the sake of its advantages. 

The paper closed with a brief review of the schools for dullards 
which have already been established for a number of years in 
Cologne, Crefeld, Dresden and elsewhere on the Continent In 
London the schools were spoken of as having been very success- 
ful. They were instituted in. 1891 as "classes for special instruc- 
tion," and now number 17, with an attendance of 600 children. 
Several cities in our own country have introduced these special 
classes — Chicago and Providence being among the number. In 
each case they have met with favor. "Indeed," said Dr. Haney, 
in closing, quoting Supt. Femald, "to my knowledge no school 
for the deficient has ever been given up." 

WOMEN AS PATENT SOUOTORS* 

Outside of the fact that the business pays well, a patent soli- 
citor's office is one of the most interesting of schools for women 
as well as for men, and no one can raise the old hackneyed ob- 
jection that the business is unwomanly. 

Exactness and precision are essential elements of a capable 
patent solicitor's make-up. The student, as I shall call the be- 
ginner — and, by the way, she will never be graduated from this 
school — must be able to train herself to perceive fine distinctions 
between similar things and expressions of language. She must 
become accurate — not approximately accurate, but accurate. It 
will necessarily take some years of persevering study to become 
even moderately capable in this line, but living wages can be 
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earned while learning, almost from the start, if the student is in 
real earnest. 

As a patent solicitor must be able to "read" mechanical draw- 
ings, the first step is to leam to make mechanical drawings. This 
not only teaches how to read drawings and also to become ac- 
quainted with different mechanisms, but will enable the student 
to earn her living in a patent solicitor's office while learning the 
business. To be a draughtsman does not mean to be an artist, 
but to be able to draw straight lines with a ruler and pen, and 
curved lines with a compass pen accurately, in combination with 
the use of brains. 

If the student cannot obtain entrance to a patent solicitor's 
office at first, the next best thing is to work with a draughtsman, 
either offering her services for instructions or paying outright for 
instructions. In from three to six months she should be able to 
trace or copy drawings sufficiently well to be paid for her work. 
It is not necessary to become an expert draughtsman to be able to 
"read" drawings, but if the student is able to turn out high-class 
work she will be better able to obtain a position with a high-grade 
patent solicitor — and let me warn the student never to ally herself 
with a "doubtful" patent attorney; better remain a draughtsman 
or go out of the business. 

An artist would never think of copying trees, rivers, and so 
forth, without knowing what they are; but it is a curious fact that 
the mediocre draughtsman will copy all sorts of simple devices 
without in the least knowing what he is drawing. In this lies 
the secret between most of the draughtsmen who always remain 
draughtsmen, and the draughtsmen who ultimately become civil 
engineers, architects, patent attorneys, etc. 

Never copy anything without knowing all you can find out 
about it. We have good mechanical dictionaries and encyclo- 
paedias, and the student must not be satisfied until all available 
sources of information — ^books, people and her own brains — have 
been brought to bear on the subject of the drawing she has in 
hand. If after all she is still uncertain, or even apparently yet in 
complete ignorance, she must not be daunted, for the next time 
the same subject is gone over it will be more easily understood, 
and after several of these persevering searches in the same line the 
student will awake to find that she knows about all there is to be 
learned on this particular subject up to date. 

As soon as possible the student should enter a patent soliciting 
office, and when once there should use every opportunity to leam 
all about the business. 

I will now state briefly the principal part of a patent attorney's 
work. 
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After the inventor has explained his invention, a search is made 
among existing patents by means of classified drawings, and any 
patents that are found similar to the invention are carefully 
studied by the patent attorney. The attorney then advises the 
inventor about how comprehensive a claim or claims he would 
probably obtain in a patent, in view of the existing patents and 
known devices and processes, and the honest attorney will give his 
honest opinion as to how such claims would stand in a court of 
law. This, of course, means that the solicitor must understand 
patent law, but patent law and patent soliciting seem to be in- 
separable and are learned together in the business. 

When a patent is to be applied for, the attorney writes a de- 
scription of the invention, with the aid of drawings, where pos- 
sible, and draws up the precise claims the inventor believes to be 
his own invention, all of which — the drawing, description and 
claims — ^with the necessary forms, are filed in the Patent Office 
at Washington. These papers are there examined, and where 
the claims appear to be patentable, if the examiner finds nothing 
in the records to conflict with the claims (and everything is in 
correct form), the case is allowed and there is no further work for 
the patent attorney except to pay the final government fee. 

If this were all the work required of a patent solicitor, how 
easy it would be, but at the same time how uninteresting. How- 
ever, very few cases are allowed without one or more "rejections" 
— ^that is, letters from the examiner rejecting one or more of the 
claims on patents or publications which he thinks anticipate the 
invention. The real work of the patent solicitor then comes in. 
As the number of patents increases (in 1896 alone there were 23,- 
312 patents issued), the more difficult it is to draw patent claims 
to distinguish from existing patents. Moreover, the staff of ex- 
aminers at the Patent Office has for many years been inadequate 
to the amount of work, and it seems as if the examiners were 
obliged to cite any reference with the slightest semblance of 
similarity and let the attorney do the studying and prove by argu- 
ments that the reference should not interfere with the allowance 
of the case. 

The patent attorney must study all the references cited by the 
examiner, judge whether or not the examiner is right, and re- 
write the claims to distinguish between the invention in hand 
and the references, or write convincing arguments in support of 
the claims as first filed. This is a school in which one learns to 
make nice discriminations. 

The alternate rejections and amendments or arguments in pat- 
ent applications sometimes continues for years in one case. Then 
there are appeals to the Board of Examiners in Chief and to the 
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Commissioner of Patents himself, interferences where two or 
more are before the office at the same time with the same inven- 
tion, etc., the details of which I will not go into here. 

There is an interesting newness and variety about the work 
which keeps one's wits alive and up to date. One gets an insight, 
at least, into every branch of science; but this little learning in all 
directions is kept from being a dangerous thing by the bird's- 
eye view of the extensiveness of the mechanical and scientific 
world. Edith J. Griswold.* 

'^'Miss Griswold is a Normal College graduate. 



LITERATURE AND VOCAL EXPRESSION* 

Literature is the best thought of all ages expressed in appro- 
priate language. To use De Quincey's distinction, we are now 
speaking of the literature of power only. Mr. Corson says : "Lit- 
erature is the expression in letters of the spiritual man, cooperat- 
ing with the intellectual, the former being dominant." We are all 
studjdng literature continually, but not always in the best way. 
We may reach a deeper and more adequate understanding of lit- 
erature by the aid of vocal expression, and that not for self alone, 
but for others. 

Literature is one form of soul expression. Hence it appeals not 
to the intellect alone, nor even chiefly, but to the very life and spirit 
of man. The reason much of our literature fails, or partly fails, in 
its influence is because its full expression never reaches the soul. 
The human voice is the subtlest and most powerful instrument for 
sounding and revealing soul-depths. Nay, more, as Dr. Emerson 
has said: "The true voice is the soul incarnated in tone." Then 
why not use this wonderful instrument which we all possess in re- 
vealing to others the eternal truths enshrined in our literature? 

No thought is your own, in the best sense, until you have shared 
it with another. Those of you who teach know that the truths you 
give daily to your pupils are your own, in a fuller sense than ever 
they could have been while you were merely studying them. This 
is true even of the literature of knowledge, and how much more 
then of the literature of power. 

When we are expressing a thought for another we will be more 
careful that it is clearly and fully stated. The voice will faithfully 
report every condition of mind. In the effort to interest others, 
increased animation will be reported in the voice. As the subject 
grows in value to your own mind, this will also be expressed in- 
smoothness and volume of voice. But this is only the beginning. 
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The possibilities of the voice as an agent of expression are mar- 
velous and limitless. 

Even a feeble effort at vocal expression leads to a truer appre- 
ciation of the subject on your own part. I may read Goldsmith's 
"Village Preacher" silently many times ; I may even commit it to 
memory; I may feel the atmosphere of beauty that breathes 
through the exquisite lines — and yet fail to appreciate many of its 
loveliest'touches. Take a line from the first stanza. The poet has 
been speaking of the various country sounds and their harmonious 
blending. He says: 

"These all in sweet confusion sought the shade. 
And filled each pause the nightingale had made^ 

Without vocal expression, who of us would ever get a vision of 
the wonderful harmony of sounds that was worthy to fill the pauses 
in a nightingale's song? 

Let us take one example in prose. Turn to the opening sen- 
tence of the "Mill on the Floss" : "A wide plain, where the broad- 
ening Floss hurries on between its g^een banks to the sea, and the 
loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its passage in an impetuous 
embrace." As you read this one sentence aloud, does not the 
picture grow wonderfully clear and lovely? 

If vocal expression is such a great aid to the study of literature, 
zvhy has voice culture no place in our system of education? 

Rachel Lewis Dithridge, 

Emerson College of Oratory, Boston, Mass. 



BCX)K NOTES. 

The Standard Literature Series, issued by the University Pub- 
lishing Co., 43-47 E. loth St., New York, now includes 30 num- 
bers. "Pilgrim's Progress" (condensed), Bunyan, with notes by 
Prof. Hale, will be the March number. "Black Beauty," by 
AnnaSewell, is the April number; "The Yemassee," by William 
Gilmore Simms, is the May number, and "Westward Hoi" by 
Charles Kingsley, is the June number. Other numbers in prep- 
aration are the following: "Silas Mamer," George Eliot; "Last 
Days of Pompeii," Bulwer-Lytton; "Dutchman's Fireside," 
James K. Paulding; "Cosette," from "Les Miserables," Victor 
Hugo; "Tour Around the World in Eighty Days," Jules Verne; 
"Three Musketeers," Alexander Dumas; "Swiss Family Robin- 
son." Send for complete circular with contents. 
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EDITORIAL. 

Some years ago one of our enterprising journals published a 
series of plans for our metropolis of the future — a remodeled and 
altogether beautiful New York. The plans were submitted for 
competition by various enthusiastic seers. 

One of the best represented a city with a water edge of parks. 
Instead of unlovely wharves, long recreation piers ran out into 
the rivers, west and east; and in place of crowded utilitarian ship- 
ping, pleasure craft, in great numbers, lay at the docks. 

At the time these Utopian schemes only provoked a humorous 
smile, but within the last few years steps have been taken toward 
the realization of like plans. 

Two recreation piers, one at the foot of East Third street, one 
at East Twenty-fourth, were opened to the .public last summer. 
Three more, one at East One Hundred and Twelfth street, one 
at West Fiftieth — a very bad neighborhood — and another at 
Christopher street, are now in process of construction. When 
these are completed there will be three of these piers on the East 
River and two on the North. 

The pier at East Twenty-fourth street is seven hundred and 
fifty feet long. The wharf is a landing for excursion boats. 
Wide staircases lead to the upper story, which is roofed over and 
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completely enclosed in glass. In warm weather these casements 
are removed, and the fresh river winds blow across the whole 
long promenade. 

The mothers who used to carry ailing children down to the 
docks for a breath of fresh air can sit here in comfort, even when 
it is intolerably hot in the street and the tenement interior. 

Looking out from the very end of the pier, one seems to be set 
fairly in the middle of the river. The swell washes gallantly 
against the g^eat spiles. The dockmaster tells that on a hot night 
when the band played there was scarce standing room, for those 
that came from the neighboring East-side streets. 

In winter the plan is to have the whole glass-enclosed structure 
well heated. The plants that are now taken indoors, and kept in 
the Central Park greenhouses, will be sent down, and the pier 
transformed into a winter garden. 

The small parks which have recently been opened are perhaps 
of as much benefit as the piers. The Corlears Hook and Mul- 
berry Bend parks lie where the need for them is greatest, breath- 
ing spots in the foul, crowded tenement districts. 

At present the work is going on of clearing the buildings from 
the spot bounded by Pitt, Houston, Sheriff and Stanton streets, 
and that territory bounded by Hester, Essex, Canal, East Broad- 
way, Jefferson, JDivision, Suffolk and Norfolk, preparatory to the 
work of park construction. The burying ground formerly con- 
nected with St. John's Church on Hudson street is being filled in, 
and the park construction is under way. 

There will be a small park where old Gansevoort Market used 
to stand. 

Several other sites are under consideration, but it is a question 
whether, in view of the present difficulties in municipal finance, 
there will be funds enough to carry out all the good things 
planned. Yet, though they may have to wait, they will 
surely be realized with the increase of the social spirit among alL 
classes. 

NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN/E HOUSE, 

446 East 72d Street. 

April. 

Monday — Kindergarten 9 to 12 

Library 3 to 5 

Circulating Pictures 3 to 4 

Nature-study Class. 
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Tuesday — Kindei^arten 9 to 12 

Clothing Committee 3 to 5 

Cooking Class 3«30 to 6 

Library 7.30 to 8.30 

Wednesday — Kindergarten 9 to 12 

Penny Bank. 

Sewing Class 3 to 5 

Young Men's Qub 7.30 to 10 

Thursday — Kindergarten 9 to 12 

Friday — Kindergarten 9 to 12 

Dolls' Dressmakers 3.30 to 5 

Boys' Club 7.30 to 9 

Boys' Club 7.30 to 9 

Girls' Club 7.30 to 9 

Penny Bank 7.30 to 9 

Saturday — ^Young Men's Club 7.30 to 10 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Association 
tield in March, at the request of the Committees, what had former- 
ly been the Executive Committee of the House and the House 
Committee were amalgamated, with Mrs. John I. Northrup as 
chairman. There seeming to be some difference of opinion in 
regard to the aims of the House and the scope of the Managing 
Committee, at the second meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Alumnae, held April 16, the chairman of the Amalgamated 
Committee submitted the following as embodying the views of the 
Committee. With one slight amendment these views were satis- 
fied by the Executive Committee and placed upon the minutes for 
future reference. 



AIMS. 

That the Alumnae House should be a "settlement" in the ac- 
cepted sense of the word and that it should keep in view the fol- 
lowing aims: 

1. To provide educational and social privileges for the neigh- 
bors of the Alumnae House. 

2. To study the social, moral, and civic conditions of the 
neighborhood and whenever possible to co-operate with the city 
departments. 

3. To afford opportunities for the study of social problems by 
means of practical work, conference and co-operation with other 
settlements. 



4 THE ALUMNiE NEWS. 

MANAGEMENT* 

The N. C. Alumnae House Committee, at least three members 
of which must be representative workers, shall transact all the 
business of the House, shall raise funds for the House expenses 
and shall publish <i yearly report of the work. It shall act on all 
applications for residence, shall have the power to appoint or re- 
move the Head Worker subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee, and shall have a general supervision of the philan- 
thropic work. The Head Worker shall be ex ofHcio a member 
of the Committee, as shall also the President of the Association. 

There shall be stated conferences of the workers conducted by 
the Head Worker, at which the needs and problems of the neigh- 
borhood and plans of work shall be discussed. No new line, of 
work can be started until it has received the approval of the con- 
ference. 

In accordance, with the above, the name of Dr. Langworthy, 
which had already been acted upon by the Alumnae House Com- 
mittee, was then submitted to the Executive Committee, and was 
unanimously approved. 

At the meeting of the Alumnae House Committee at which the 
above was acted upon Miss Winterton and Miss Herts were ap- 
pointed to draw up resolutions expressing the Committee's appre- 
ciation of the services of Miss Mary A. Wells to the Alumnae 
House, these to be presented at the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee the following Saturday. The following resolutions were 
duly presented, and received the unanimous approval of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, which also ordered a copy of the same prop- 
erly engrossed and presented to Miss Wells in some permanent 
form: 

"The members of the Alumnae Settlement Committee unani- 
mously desire to express their sense of deep regret at the with- 
drawal of their friend and associate, Miss Mary Wells, from her 
position of Head Worker. They keenly appreciate the void oc- 
casioned by her absence from their midst and the loss of her beau- 
tiful, intangible spiritual effect upon the neighborhood in which 
her work has always been so conscientiously performed; being 
fully alive to the sympathetic nature which has enabled Miss 
Mary Wells to enter into the very hearts and homes of her people, 
to reach the mothers through the children and ofttimes even "into 
the third generation." It is therefore resolved, that this Commit- 
tee tender to Miss ^lary Wells its heartfelt appreciation of her 
work, which shall always be born in grateful memory as the real 
germ from which Alumnae House has sprung." 
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THE HEAD WORKER AT ALUMNA HOUSE. 

The Alumnae House Committee consider themselves peculi- 
arly fortunate in being able to secure as their future Head Worker 
at the House Dr. Anna L. Langworthy, a graduate of the New 
York Medical College and Hospital for Women. 

The difficulties surrounding the selection of a Head Worker 
for any settlement will readily be appreciated. A peculiar fitness 
for the work must count before all other attributes. The Head 
Worker necessarily becomes the genius of the House and of its 
special work, the centre about which all plans, social and educa- 
tional, revolve. Dr. Langworthy seems almost to have been fit- 
ting herself to fill this niche made vacant by the resignation of 
Miss Wells. 

Dr. Langworthy is a graduate of Alfred University, N. Y., an 
institution which claims among its graduates Melville Dewey, 
Dr. Daniel Lewis, of the State Board of Health; Dr. Phoebe J. 
B. Wait, Judge Seymour, of Elmira; Madame Alberti, Judge Mc- 
Qennan, of Syracuse, etc. 

Having spent two years in teaching at the New York Institu- 
tion for the Blind, Dr. Langworthy, whose interest in social prob- 
lems was always wide-awake, began studying the methods and 
results of various philanthropic institutions in this and other 
cities, including settlements in Baltimore, New York, Philadel- 
phia and Chicago. She has been for many years a member of 
the Central W. C. T. U. in this city, and in '95 was appointed State 
Lecturer for the Department of Health and Heredity. She is 
also State Superintendent of the same (W. C. T. U.). She is a 
member of the Political Equality Club, of the 9th and nth Dis- 
tricts, as well as of the Sunrise Club. 

At the International Health Exposition to be held in New 
York, April 25 to May 31, Dr. Langworthy is to assist Mrs. M. 
A. McBride (Superintendent of Domestic Science for the W. 
C. T. U.), and to lecture on subjects connected with the work. 

We trust that the doctor's connection with the House will be 
fruitful of great good to herself, to the House and to the neighbor- 
hood for which the House exists. The Committee desires to as- 
sist Dr. Langworthy in all her efforts, confident that her previous 
training has more than fitted her to grapple with the problems 
for whose solution we are all working. 

The House Committee considers itself most fortunate in having 
secured the services of such an able woman as Dr. Langworthy. 
The doctor will go into residence at once, but will not be able to 
devote all her time to the work for another month. 
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East Seventy-second street is swarming with children of all 
ages and sizes; much of the time the House has one or more 
rooms, unoccupied, hence you will see the need of more workers. 
The Committee, therefore, makes an urgent appeal to all those 
who hfive the time and inclination for this work in any line, and 
asks them to send their names to the Chairman, Mrs. J. I. North- 
rop, Yonkers. 

The Committee is also very anxious to secure two Alumnae 
residents for the large front room on the top floor of the House. 
There have been applications from outsiders, but the Committee 
would much prefer to have Alumnae. 



NATURE MATERIAL FOR THE TEACHERS. 

On Thursday afternoon, April 21, the library at the college was 
bright with wild flowers and fragrant with blossoms. Many of 
those entering the room said, "Is it a flower show?" It was not 
a flower show, but was the third distribution this season of "Na- 
ture Material" to the Public School teachers and was under the 
auspices of the Science Committee of the Association Alumnae. 
One large table was filled with wild flowers, Jack-in-the-pulpit 
taking its first peep into the world, wild ginger, saxifrage, early 
rue, blue, yellow, and white violets, dicentra, pussy-foot, the small 
wild orchid (orchis spectabilis), and other flowers. These were all 
carefully planted in small paper pots or tin boxes, which could be 
easily carried. 

There were more "Jacks" than anything else, and it is hoped 
that the little green gentleman from his pretty pulpit will tell 
many tales of out of doors to the classrooms he visits. On an- 
other table many kinds of twigs could be obtained, both wild and 
cultivated. Among them, the yellow spice bush, tulip trees, 
staghorn sumach, sassafras, black birch tassels, graceful sprays 
of willow and twigs of dogwood, with their pretty half-opened 
cups. Among the cultivated twigs, the Japanese quince was in 
great demand, and there were also spiraea, forsythia, and plum 
blossoms. There were many jars of loose flowers, and among 
them was the caltha, giving a brilliant touch of color, and the 
flowers of the magnolia tree, filling the air with fragrance. 

All the fresh material was collected by Mrs. Northrop*s Wed- 
nesday Botany Class, but in addition there were many other ta- 
bles of specimens for the school cabinets collected by the mem- 
bers of the Science Committee and their friends. These consisted 
of bird's nests, many varieties of shells, fruits of many of the trees, 
moths, beetles, bugs and butterflies. Much interest was aroused 
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by some beautifully colored snail shells collected last summer by 
some friends while sojourning on the coast of France. A num- 
ber of cocoons excited great interest, as did also a tray of "galls," 
many inquiring what they were. Two small tables were devoted 
to the "flowerless plants," ferns and horsetails, lichens, mosses, 
and fungi. There were trays filled with the greenish "reindeer 
moss" (a lichen), and one with the curious, blackish "rock-tripe," 
and many other beautiful varieties of lichens and mosses. The 
woolly heads of the baby ferns aroused much surprise, the major- 
ity of the visitors not recognizing them in their infant state. 

The good work accomplished by the Science Committee by 
means of these distributions cannot be easily gauged; interest in 
out-of-door studies is rapidly growing and many classrooms have 
been beautified through these distributions. A large number of 
teachers were present on Thursday and they all seemed to appre- 
ciate the opportunity to obtain such valuable material. Every- 
thing was carefully labeled and the Science Committee, assisted 
"by some of the members of the Science Class, watched over the 
tables and saw that all visitors were properly supplied. Assistant 
Superintendent Straubenmuller was present and also several 
^nembers of the Public Education Association ; that society is also 
contemplating forming a committee on Nature Study work, we 
Relieve. These latter were surprised to find what a comprehen- 
sive and well organized system of work the Alumnae Science 
Committee had started and carried on so quietly and with so lit- 
tle help. Earnest, conscientious work has brought about the re- 
sults obtained, and the Alumnae Science Committee may well be 
proud of the success of their efforts toward bringing Nature into 
the schoolroom and the teachers and through them the children in 
closer contact wiih the outdoor world. 

C. W. T. 
Yonkers, April 26, 1898. 



NEWS AND NOTES. 

The constitution of the Associate Alumnae states that the names 
of members in arrears for two consecutive years must be dropped 
from the roll. The Association regrets losing any of its members, 
and trusts that there will be no occasion to apply the rule. 

Payment of dues can be made to Mrs. Charles Stuart Douglas, 
Treasurer, 176 West 87th street, or may be paid at the May Re- 
union. 

For the month of May the Field Days of the Alumnae Science 
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Class are: May 4, Nepera Park; May 11, Pelham; May 18, Mos- 
holu; May 25, Bronxville; and June i, Dunwoodie. 

Owing to the fact that the old calistheneum at College has been 
divided in classrooms, and is not available, the Science Commit- 
tee regret that there can be no flower show in May this year un- 
less a suitable room should be found. 

At the closing exercises of the Woman's Law Class, New York 
University, on March 31, the chancellor's certificate was con- 
ferred upon R. Josephine Silberhom, '84; Emma J. Miller, '86; 
Selma Le Vino, '95. 

The Field Classes in Nature Study conducted by Mrs. North- 
rop go out Saturday afternoons, and are limited to those teachers 
who attended the course of lectures on Plant and Animal Life, 
given during the winter, under the auspices of the Teachers' As- 
sociation. The field days are intended to supplement the work of 
the course. They are largely attended, and about fifty schools 
are represented. 

$1,210.78 was realized at a dramatic performance given at the 
Lyceum Theatre in March for the benefit of the Normal College 
Alumnae House. The performance was a most delightful one, 
and the Alumnae have to thank the volunteers who helped to make 
the benefit so satisfactory in every possible sense. 



CHILD STUDY* 

The last meeting of the year will be given over to reports of the 
work of the Round Tables by Mrs. Morris Cooper and Dr. Emily 
Ida Conant. These reports should prove highly interesting and 
beneficial to all interested in this line of work. The meeting will 
be held on May 12. 



DIGESTION. 

There are few subjects more interesting or which present a more 
open field for further investigation than the effect of the emotions 
on the physical processes of life — digestion, assimilation, growth, 
waste, repair. We can all recall isolated instances where marked 
mental emotion has produced a great physical change for better 
or for worse — the terror that has blanched the hair, the sudden 
joy that has wrought a cure, the fright that has snapped the thread 
of life. We are familiar, too, with the strong faith which works a 
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cure in the most trying and hitherto obstinate cases, and we watch 
with great interest the development of that expression of behef 
which decries disease and allows it no basis in fact. 

But we pay little heed to the daily process of wear and repair, 
which indeed seem able to take care of themselves, until some 
hitch in the machinery calls to mind the fact that though Nature's 
servants are the most docile of creatures even under continued 
ill-treatment, there comes a time when they do rebel, and this re- 
bellion, it seems to me, is more disastrous than if they had given 
more positive warning from the start; as with servants in general, 
habits once contracted are most difficult to break. 

Of the general ill-treatment to which the average American 
subjects his digestive apparatus, it is not my intention to speak; 
I wish merely to touch on some minor points which have, how- 
ever, considerable bearing upon that much-to-be-desired state of 
affairs, a good digestion; and as the foundation for the proper 
adjustment of all processes is laid in childhood, it is to childhood 
that I would specially direct your attention. 

We all know how the nursing child is injuriously affected by 
any exhibition of spite, jealousy, or ill-temper on the part of the 
nurse. Here, in some mysterious way, a glandular secretion is 
affected and an innocent child suffers. In the same curious way, 
the digestion of an older child will suffer through and by means 
of its own emotions. There is nothing more farcical than to see 
an angry woman scold or whip a recreant child just before meal- 
time, and then, placing him at the table, threaten him into control 
of his sobs, and force him to eat. Under such conditions most 
children would be absolutely unable to digest a meal; the gastric 
juice is a cook who has to be coaxed into properly preparing food 
for assimilation and, like most of her ilk, gets rebellious under ill- 
treatment. 

With children of a finer build, a sharp reproof is sufficient to de- 
lay materially the normal processes of digestion. Hence my moral 
would read somewhat on the Mark Twain style, "Never scold a 
child before a meal. If you must scold a child before a meal," 
do not "let him have the meal first," but "let him go without it alto- 
gether," for a similar retardation of digestion would be caused by 
an after-dinner scolding, though in my observation the effect is 
is not so disastrous, probably because the meal has the right of 
way. 

It is likewise a bad plan to allow children to study seriously, or 
to read anything very exciting, close on to the borders of meal- 
time, and there is no surer method of manufacturing a dyspeptic 
than to allow such practices during meals. 



lO THE ALUMN.E NEWS. 

Few things are more conducive to good digestion than to fill 
the half hour preceding the meal with some quiet occupation, 
pleasant talk, or even perfect idleness. For the adult nervous 
dyspeptic whose troubles are largely due to the fact that meals 
are a matter of necessity and must be wedged in between periods 
of far more important business, there is no better preparation for 
mealtimes than a quiet half-hour day dream, the dreamer prone 
on a comfortable lounge, and absolutely debarred from newspaper 
or enticing book. 

When work must be resumed immediately after a meal, that 
meal should be as light and as digestible as possible. With 
school children the half-hour befpre and partFcularly the hour af- 
ter the nooning should be filled with work of a light character, not 
requiring too great diversion of force from the processes of diges- 
tion which are going on at that time. Teachers themselves 
would be better off with a light noon meal ; if the need for food be 
felt again before the evening dinner, it can be satisfied by a second 
light lunch after school. There is no cast-iron law restricting 
any one to the three-meal custom of America; and as teachers 
are proverbially nervous dyspeptics frequent meals at shorter in- 
tervals would be of benefit to them. In my observations at the 
Working Girls' Clubs, I have noted the fact that while the girls 
whose occupations do not entail much brain outlay suffer from 
the commoner causes of indigestion — i. e., indiscretions in diet — 
those whose occupations are on a somewhat higher level, de- 
manding close attention to the work in hand, and oftentimes lay- 
ing upon their shoulders considerable responsibility, the t}T)e- 
writers, stenographers, book-keepers, etc., are sufferers from nerv- 
ous indigestion. This can be traced largely to the haste with 
which the mid-day meal must be consumed, and business of a 
kind demanding care and thought must immediately be resumed. 

However careful they may be in the selection of food which 
agrees, the least time in which a comparatively full meal can be 
digested is not far short of two hours, and the immediate return 
to brain work and worry does not permit the digestive processes 
to become more than started before the necessary force is diverted 
into other channels. Hence the "load in the stomach," the sleepi- 
ness, the painful development of gas, the temporary blur in vision, 
the headaches and consequent nerve fatigue. As it is impossible 
to change the business habits of their employers, the only thing 
left to do is to restrict the character of meal, even at the risk of 
inserting a second light meal into the middle of the afternoon. 

Of the benefits of pleasant company and pleasant conversation 
at mealtimes it is almost needless to speak. We all know with 
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how much more ease a meal is digested when eaten in pleasant 
company and among happy surroundings. In those homes where 
it is not the custom to have much company at mealtimes the par- 
ticipants should make a special effort to introduce matters of fam- 
ily interest, events of the day, jokes and conversation in which 
the children can take an interest, and, under proper surveillance, 
a part. To have a child eat his meal in absolute silence is not the 
best cultivation of table-manners. He can learn, as well as older 
folk, to express his little opinion at the proper time, and to listen 
quietly when others are expressing theirs. This courtesy of the 
table a child can be made to understand in the quietest possible 
way, and if children were so taught how and when to speak as 
well as of what to speak at table there would be less fear of their 
company manners proving too much for them. The special ef- 
forts made by the elders to please the guest, who unquestionably 
was invited with the intent to give him pleasure, would by force 
of good example show the little ones the right course to pursue. 

ELIZABETH J. JARRETT, M.D. 

SUMMER COURSES, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, 

NEW YORK CITY. 

Fourth Year, July 5 — August 12, 1898. Pedagogy Courses, 
July II — August 19, 1898. 

During the summer of 1898, New York University will offer 
specially adapted courses in Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, German, Latin, Greek, and Pedagogy. The instruction 
will be given by Professors of the University, in the new buildings 
of the Undergraduate College, at University Heights, New York 
City. The session will begin July 5 and end August 12, except 
the Pedagogy courses, which will begin July 1 1 and end August 
19. The summer courses are offered for the benefit of teachers 
and others who are unable to attend during the regular college 
year. The lectures are given during the first five days of the 
week, leaving Saturdays free for those who wish to visit the vari- 
ous points of interest in and about the city. 

LOCATION. 
The new buildings of the Undergraduate College are beauti- 
fully situated at University Heights, in the northern part of New 
York City, twelve miles from the lower end of Manhattan Island. 
The grounds, which cover twenty-five acres, lie on a high ridge, 
overlooking the Harlem, the Palisades of the Hudson, and Long 
Island Sound. This ridge of land, with its low temperature and 
favorable breezes, renders University Heights a most inviting 
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spot for a summer school. It would be difficult to find a location 
better adapted for summer work. The campus is not within the 
limits of the city, except in a legal sense. It is surrounded by 
large family estates, whose beautiful parks, drives, and walks add 
to the attractive scenery so characteristic of the Hudson River 
region. 

BOARD AND ROOMS. 

The price of board, together with a room in Gould Hall, will be 
seven dollars per week. This secures a separate bedroom for 
each student, and the use of an adjoining study room, shared in 
some cases by two, in some cases by three students. Board will 
be furnished in one of the college buildings, under the supervision 
of a committee of the faculty. One half of Gould Hall, with its 
own entrance, and entirely separated from the other half, is set 
aside for the exclusive use of women students. Choice of rooms 
will be granted in the order of application. 

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANXE AND CREDIT. 

By vote of the Faculty of the College and the Faculty of the 
School of Pedagogy, work done in the summer session will be 
accepted as counting toward a degree, when it is equivalent to the 
work required in the corresponding courses in the University 
College or the School of Pedagogy. Those not candidates for de- 
grees may obtain certificates if they desire them. 

FEES. 

Tuition fee for each student $25 .00 

Laboratory fee (for each laboratory course). ... 5.00 

The tuition fee admits to all courses which the student may 
elect, subject to the approval of the Faculty. As a rule, students 
are advised to confine their courses to one or two subjects, but 
they are free to attend occasional lectures of special interest in 
other departments. 

For further information, apply for the Announcement of Sum- 
mer Courses to the Secretary, 

CHARLES B. BLISS, 
University Heights, New York City. 

Will the readers of the News who know the addresses of the 
following graduates kindly forward same to Chairman of Com- 
mittee on Statistics, Blanche H. Arnold, 447 West End avenue, 
New York City: 

Class of 1886. 

Jennie L. Allen, Clara M. Berry (Mrs. Beck), Fannie S. Beld- 
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ing, Nellie Bassett, Mary CuUen, Evelyn Chichester, Addie Cush- 
man, Clara S. Dooley, Minnie Eberwein, Cornelia Farrington, 
Elizabeth S. Ferris, Marie L. Fetter, Katie Gerber, Frances Has- 
elbarth, Lenora Hayman, Alice E. Hughes, Minnie H. Ingham, 
Mamie Jackson, Harriet Johnson, Ruth J. Kartright, Juanita V. 
Le Cato, Minnie Levy, Rachel B.Levy, Edith Miller (Mrs. Parme- 
lee), Sarah McCormick, Mary V. McDonald, Dr. Phenie Mona- 
ghan, Emma McNice, Minnie H. Odell, Minnie Oppenheimer, 
Rosa Oppenheimer, Elizabeth O'Brien, Elizabeth Pendleton, 
Mary Rosenthal, M:irgaret Robertson, Mary Roche, Annie Sher- 
man (Mrs. Martin), Edith Stockham, Minnie Sullivan, Lillie M. 
Sheehan, Amelia E. Strackbein, Matilda Tolner, Edith I. Thain, 
Lucy Wait (Mrs. Battles), Tessie F. Ward, Eva C. Wood, Cora 
Whitnack, Lizzie S. Wilson. 

Class of 1888. 
Theresa Sonnenberg (Mrs. Geist), Grace C. Van Gelder, Ida 
E. Walton. 

Class of 1 89 1. 
Rose Beach, Gertrude Butler, Bertha Brandon, Bertha E. 
Clark, Sarah Church, Mary G. Darby, Edna De Shays, Alzire 
Flick, Marie L. Hones, Nellie M. Horgan, Elizabeth Keating, 
Loretta M. Kennedy, Charlotte Whitehead. 

Class of 1892. 
Mary S. Gage, Annie Engels, Sarah H. McGuigan, Margaret 
E. McMurran, Clara I. Miller, Mary I. Miller, Fannie J. Murray, 
May Ellen Nelson, Tessie A. Nilan, Sarah E. Norris, Eliza B. 
Odell, Phoebe I. O'Conner, Mary Victoria Owens, Jennie B. 
Page, Amanda C. Palmer, Margherita Peretti, Marion Pullman, 
Pauline Redman, Anna Helena Regan, Ella F. Riordan, Viola 
B. Roe, Florence L. Robinson, Irene B. Robinson, Agnes T. 
Ross, M. Georgiana Ruddell, Hannah Sackman, Julia Scully, 
Florence A. Simpson, Jennie Simon, Lily Loring Smith, Marie 
L. Smith, Byrdie M. Spencer, Margaret E. Stanley, Lillie Stein- 
lein, Odele Stoner, Clara Strauss, Katherine E. Strong, Anna 
Marie Taylor, Clara E. Tevine, Alma Trube, Hattie M. Van 
Ordenr, Jennie W. Warts, Maud F. Wells, Augusta Wilson, Edith 
R. Wilson, Lila F. Williamson (Mrs. Irwin), Charlotte L. Worm- 
ser, Lillian E. Worlley, Jennie O. Yonkers. 

LITERARY ITEM. 

The University Publishing Co., 43-47 East loth st., New York, 
announce the following additions to their Standard Literature 
Series, which now includes 30 numbers. "Pilgrim's Progress" 
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(condensed), John Bunyan, with notes by Prof. Edward Everett 
Hale, Jr., Ph.D., is the March number. "Black Beauty," by 
Anna Sewell, is the April issue. "The Yemassee," by William 
Gilmore Simms, will be published in May, and "Westward Ho!" 
by Charles Kingsley, will be ready in June. Other numbers in 
preparation are the following: "Silas Mamer," George Eliot; 
"Last Days of Pompeii," Bulwer-Lytton ; "Dutchman's Fire- 
side," James K. Paulding; "Cosette," from Les Miserables, Vic- 
tor Hugo; "Tour Around the World in Eighty Days," Jules 
Verne; "Three Musketeers," Alexander Dumas, and "Swiss Fam- 
ily Robinson." Send for complete circular with contents. 

Messrs. D. C. Heath & Co., publishers, Boston, announce for 
immediate issue,"English Etymology," a select glossary serving 
as an introduction to the history of the English language, by 
Friedrich Kluge, Professor in the University of Freiburg, and 
author of "Etymologisches Worterbush der deutschen Sprache," 
and Frederick Lutz, Professor in Albion College, Mich. Profes- 
sor Kluge's earlier work is ample guarantee for the accuracy of 
his forthcoming book, which will be welcomed by everyone inter- 
ested in the development of the English language. The preface 
contains suggestions for its use in schools, and makes acknowl- 
edgment of the aid furnished by Professor W. Franz, of Tuebin- 
gen. 

D. C. Heath & Co., publishers, Boston, have in press for 
immediate issue in "Heath's Modern Language Series," Marie 
von Ebner-Eschenbach's "Die Freiherren von Gemperlein" and 
"Krambambuli," edited with introduction and notes by Professor 
A. R. Hohlfeld, of Vanderbilt University. 

As the author of these stories ranks as one of the foremost wo- 
man writers in Germany, these little stories will at once attract 
attention. They are regarded as among her very best works, and 
it is confidently believed that the schools and colleges will find in 
them an admirable specimen of nineteenth century German fic- 
tion, written in a choice and easy style. 

ABOUT BOYS* 

"The gang responds to a real need in the boys nature, its 
presence indicates that the need has not been understood. * * * 

"This need is the instinct for organization, for falling into line, 
that belongs especially to youth. It is the instinct the schoolmas- 
ter turns to good account, if he knows his business, — ^that makes 
good soldiers, — a human instinct that moves children and men 
to-day, as it has moved them in other days, to deeds of good or 
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evil, according to— opportunity! according to the chances that 
befall. That is the universal significance of the gang, and it in- 
volves no pessimism or surrender to fate; just the reverse; for the 
chances that are to decide the bent of these boys do not happen. 
Over them we have, or ought to have, full control. It is our own 
fault if we have not. We have the power to shape the boy's en- 
vironment, and through it to shape the boy. * * * 

"One does not have to look long at the average tenement-house 
boy's environment to understand the gang, and what it stands for. 
The tenement itself bears the greater share of the blame. Its 
chief offence was ever that it destroys individuality — and with in- 
dividuality, character. With the loss of these, the instinct to seek 
the crowd asserts itself at once. * * * 

"Tenement-house life, reported the late Tenement-House Com- 
mittee, 'produces a condition of nervous tension, interferes with 
the separateness and sacredness of home life, and conduces to the 
corruption of the young/ The boy is robbed of his home, and 
the strongest prop of character is knocked from under him. The 
'condition of nervous tension' is reproduced in the ready brutality 
that renders a boy who, under other conditions, might have been 
a hero capable of amazing outrages. * * * 

"Away from home there is not much to soothe that exaspera- 
tion. It seems as if the axe had been laid on purpose, in our ur- 
ban life, at the foot of every prop, upon which the child of the 
street is expected to build a character. Playgrounds he has none 
to call his own. It is only now, while I am writing this, that a 
commission is sitting to devise means of giving him the chance 
to play, without which it seems impossible that he should grow up 
a morally healthy boy. We are going to have school play- 
grounds and public playgrounds by and by, please God, but as 
yet we have none. Yet, observation long since taught us that 
crime in all cities is, to the largest extent, a question simply of 
athletics, of a chance to play. * * * 

"We are a good half century behind, municipally, in making 
this discovery, and it has been an expensive half century to the 
community. * * * 

"The ray falls to-day upon barriers that are being put up all 
along the road the lad is travelling, to catch and switch him off. 
It falls upon kindergartens that reach even the slum home 
through the boy himself, with their cleansing and sweetening 
touch; upon schools growing up by the score in atonement of the 
most saddening crime ever committed in the name of a free peo- 
ple; upon playgrounds planned, and shortly to come; upon clubs 
that offer him the chance he asked, and of which the street had 



l6 THE ALUMN-« NEWS. 

the monopoly before. It is broad sunshine there. The club 
'knocks out' the gang ever>' time. It is that kind of club. * * * 

"The Boys' Club has always seemed to me a most effective way 
of getting hold of the boys. I know that it is the most effective 
antidote of the gang, administered in season. It is because it ex- 
actly meets the need of which I spoke. Tlie boy wants it. * * * 

**I remember the experience of a certain band of young women 
who set out to make friends with the people in a neighborhood 
on Manhattan Island where the tenements were thickest and 
poorest. There were gangs in the district that were the despair 
of the storekeepers and of the peddlers — gangs of young boys not 
yet ripe for worse mischief. There was one in particular that was 
a little harder than the rest, nearer the goal— or gaol; it is only 
another way of spelling it. The girls started boys' clubs, gave 
them something to do, and the gangs ceased to trouble. All ex- 
cept the bad one. That held aloof, waiting to see if the new- 
comers were 'straight.' When it appeared that they were, and 
that there was no treasonable 'Sunday-school racket' burrowing 
under their unwonted friendliness, there came a delegation 
from the street. 

" *We will change and have your kind of a gang, if you will let 
us in,' was the message it brought, and the truce was signed. The 
old gang went out of business, and the neighborhood took a long 
breath. The girls had no stauncher friends ever after. 

"There arose an emergency within a year. The establishment 
was cleaning house, and some of the furniture had been moved 
out into the area. • Somehow, the rumor spread among the girl 
patrons of the Penny Provident Fund bank, which was one of 
its strong features, that the concern was breaking up, moving 
away; and there was a run on the bank. The managers were in 
despair. Argument and objection were alike useless. They 
were taken as corroborative evidence that something was wrong. 
The run developed into a panic. The end of the whole promising 
enterprise was in sight, when the boys heard of it. They knew 
nothing of banking, but they knew that their friends were in 
trouble, and it didn't take them long to decide what was to be 
done. Pennies were scarce among them, but they begged and 
borrowed and scraped together all that were in sight, and went 
and deposited them as fast as the girls drew them out, penny for 
penny, until the rvm was stopped. I never expected to hear of 
such a thing outside of 7c>hn Halifax, Gentleman,' but I did, and 
right in the slums, at that. The gang saved the day." — From 
''The Lesson Taught Us by the Gang,'' by Jacob Riis. 
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EDITORIAL 

The September News comes out a little late in the month, be- 
cause most of its readers are only just now returning to the city 
after the summer's vacation, and the News did not wish to be 
swallowed up in the pile of papers accumulated during the sum- 
mer. 

Owing to the absence of the editor and her substitute, and the 
fact that the September issue has usually been devoted to the 
summer work of the Alumnae House, the editing of this number 
was placed in the hands of the headworker — the only one on the 
ground all summer. 

These hands, already overflowing, may fail to record many 
items of interest, which errors we trust may be pardoned, as only 
a very few moments at a time can be secured to do the necessary 
writing of the house, and in our experience good work can not 
be done with constant interruptions. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

There will be an executive meeting of the Associate Alumnsj 
on Saturday, September 24, 1898. M. Augusta Requa, 

President. 



{ 



2 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

THE VACATION PLAYGROUNDS. 

Eighteen playgrounds were thrown open to the children of the 
city this summer by the Board of Education. Should the num- 
ber be multiplied by ten, there would not be one too many. 

A visit to one of those now in operation was the source of much 
pleasure one hot afternoon. Miss Brackett, with her corps of 
three assistants, was in charge, and took much interest in showing 
us about. About 500 children, ranging from infants of two or 
three years to girls of sixteen or seventeen, were busily engaged 
in play. No work of any kind is allowed. 

The first thing that attracted my attention was the so-called 
"Coney Island" group. Some forty children were so absorbed in 
their play in the great sand heap that the comer devoted to them 
was the very quietest as well as the busiest in the great school- 
yard. The absolute absorption of the children in their miniature 
sand heaps, tunnels and fortifications left not the slightest need 
for supervision in that comer. 

A noisy group in another comer brought to view the gjeat 
portable swings and see-saws provided by the board. Not for 
one moment are either swings or see-saws given over to idleness. 
Lines of waiting children watch the monitor's face, anxious for 
her verdict that now it is their "turn." Everything is taken good- 
humoredly. Tumbles and bruises are part of the fun, so they 
come fairly. There is much scrambling, but no quarreling. The 
tones are not those of the schoolroom, neither are they the shrill 
screaming, quarrelsome tones of the street ; but there is a whole- 
some loudness indicative of youthful lung power, and readily 
curbed. 

Just how many boys a teeter-ladder is supposed to amuse at 
any given moment I do not know. Certainly the Brownies that 
controlled those in Miss Brackett's yard worked them to their ut- 
most limit. 

It is hardly credible that basket-ball on a hot day, under a roof 
lower than the sky, could have many attractions ; yet nothing but 
our years and our dignity restrained us from lending a hand to 
that erratic ball when it wandered our way. These children, so 
the fiat goes, are to learn nothing — but it is unfortunate (or for- 
tunate) that we learn most when no one is trying to teach us, and 
so I fear these little ones are learning something. Listen ! The 
assistant in the boys' division is speaking. "If it goes outside the 
line, it's a foul ! If you kick it, it's a foul ! If you hold it too 
long, it's a foul ! Now, then, here goes. Fair play, boys !" And 
fair play it was. It seemed to me I saw a little bit of teaching in 
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that admonition for "fair play," likewise a regard for authority 
was visible in the upturned faces that, full of enthusiasm for their 
side, listened to the verdict and accepted it. 

Here is a bit from another comer. Willie, the playground pet, 
a flaxen-haired little tot of about two, is the centre of constant 
badgering from well-meaning older lads. "Hullo, Willie ! You're 
a loafer, aren't you ?" is a playful way of drawing from Willie an 
indignant shake of his curly yellow poll. Digs into Willie's eyes, 
nose and mouth, from dirty brown fists, are intended to bring 
forth thrusts of a similar character from Willie's chubby fists. 
How easy the beginnings of mischief ! To strike and punch and 
answer back saucily is expected of Willie now; later on he will 
be punished for it. He is sitting on the "teacher's" lap just now 
and we are all of us learning something. Listen ! "Come here. 
Jack, I want to play with you," says the teacher as she playfully 
punches Willie's tormenter in nose, eyes, cheeks. "Do you like 
that this hot weather ? I don't believe Willie does. Look ! Put 
your hand on top of mine — now yours, Willie — ^now mine — now 
Jack's," and in a moment every one is engaged in a "hand-over- 
hand" game in which Willie has an equal chance with older folks, 
and the fun, though it waxes fast and furious, hurts no one. 

After all, perhaps, the directors will learn more than anyone 
else. Certainly their opportunity is unique. Here children may 
be studied in their play, free from all ordinary schoolroom re- 
strictions. One cannot help realizing how much more oppor- 
tunity there is in play than in school work for the inculcation of 
those traits which are going to stand a man in greatest stead in 
his relations with other men. A strict sense of justice, a regard 
for the rights of others, courtesy, self-sacrifice, care for the 
younger — all these and many other things are being learned un- 
consciously in the summer playgrounds. 

We heard that Associate Superintendent Stewart, who is chair- 
man of the Committee on Summer School, intended to send kin- 
dergartners to the recreation piers. So one hot day in August 
we sought the refreshing breezes of the East Twenty-fourth 
Street pier. An afternoon was all too short to appreciate in any 
degree what this work, extended, is going to mean for the poor of 
New York, and a book could not tell all I saw in even one after- 
noon. Just one or two words : A ring began to form at the river 
end of this splendid pier, where the breezes were coolest. It was 
a wonderful ring. It never was too large to admit another, and 
yet another. It was made up of clean children and dirty children, 
little boys and big boys, babies and teachers. Every child in the 
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magic ring had surely learned somewhere (it was not difficult to 
guess where) the pleasure of giving, for every straggler <mi its 
outer limits, even to the cross, crying baby, was invited to join. 
Did an unconscious little tumbler get within the ring, and seat 
himself just where he was most in the way, in place of being 
forcibly ejected, as is street rule, the ring just moved a bit and let 
him continue his own master. When he g^ew tired of playing 
alone, he joined the rest. I have watched many crowds of chil- 
dren playing, but I have never seen a crowd of fifty or sixty play 
as comfortably and with less friction than did those little street- 
gamins of the East Side. And I was perfectly sure that the un- 
seen influence had been emanating for weeks past from those 
three quiet figures who joined in everything the children did, 
and guided with as little outward show of authority as could well 
be imagined. The teachers, the children called them. They 
were the kindergartners provided by the Board. 

Not only children found pleasure and comfort on the pier, 
through the long, hot days of summer. Men and women were 
there, aged grandfathers and palsied grandmothers, men out of 
work and women overworked, to judge by the g^eat families of 
children who claimed them as guardians. The sense of satisfac- 
tion shining on their faces as their children left them to peace and 
a few moments' comfort, while they pursued the pleasures of the 
magic ring, was worth going to see. 

"It's the happiest time of their lives," muttered grandfather 
over his evening paper ; and while I didn't altogether agjee with 
him, I nodded back: "They are certainly happy." 

Elizabeth Jarrett, M. D. 



THE LBERTY CLUR 

The Recreation Club of last summer disbanded with a promise 
to meet again in '98. June had scarcely come before clamorous 
appeals begun to be made for a renewal of last summer's festivi- 
ties. Miss Willing and Miss Jarrett opened the club with an 
initial attendance of forty-two. Those who were not within the 
age limit last year marched bravely in this year, full of the added 
dignity of another birthday. 

Not to be outdone by their patriotic brothers, the club decided 
to choose a name which should indicate to posterity the stirring 
times in which the cub was living. So the "Liberty Club" sprung 
into being. 
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As this is a club which meets only in the summer and has for 
its end and aim no greater purpose than to give a few children a 
good time once a week, its rules and regulations are of the sim- 
plest. It has met once a week during July and part of August, 
and has devoted itself to games, songs and occasional refresh- 
ment of the inner man. It has been much reduced in numbers 
owing to the vastly superior attractions of the merry-go-round 
which has located in the near vicinity of the House. The club 
will continue its meetings into early September, having lost two 
weeks through the summer housecleaning. 

MIDLAND BEAOL 

Early in July Mrs. Gibson and Dr. Jarrett piloted a party of 
eight children to Midland Beach. To the uninitiated it might 
seem a difficult task to take care of eight children, all strangers, 
and at a strange place. But there's nothing like a bit of beach for 
keeping children safe and happy. 

One little German girl was loaded down on starting with what 
we took to be a luncheon, though its shape was very curious. 
Besides, her small brother carried more than enough for two. 
Upon reaching the beach, she began systematically to untie her 
bundle, which proved to be an immense empty jar. This she pro- 
ceeded to fill with the weed thrown up on the shore. "Mother 
makes jelly out of it," said this thrifty German scion, and she 
went home loaded. 

The House loaned the children shovels and pails, and a friend's 
donation treated all to sarsaparilla or ginger-pop. Nor was the 
home-provided five cents lacking for Ferris-wheel trips. It was 
a tired but happy crowd which filled the lumbering old stage on 
the way home. 

Cable cars were voted as preferable to elevated trains, because 
they would "take longer" and "each can have a corner seat." How 
easy it is for children to have a good time. 

We regret that it was impossible to accept Mrs. Cooper's re- 
newed invitation for Long Branch this year. The day spent with 
her at Arveme last summer still lingers in the memory of five big 
girls. Elizabeth Jarrett. 

COMFORT BAGS. 

For want of space the report of this important part of the sum- 
mer work is crowded out of this issue ; it will appear next month. 
In the meantime any finished bags may be returned to the House. 
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THE SUMMER AT THE SETTLEMENT* 

From the June "At Home" held on the 3d, when many of the 
workers were seen for the last time, to kindergarten opening day, 
the 1 2th of September, we have been continually busy with the 
people and problems of the neighborhood. 

Summer seems to be a very good time for work, indeed we 
might say very necessary time, for the boys and girls are out of 
school and many out of work, so that soil is ready for seed-sow^ 
ing. 

Unfortunately, so many of the Alumnae are away from the city 
that the work suffers, while the few hands are overburdened ; but 
with the help at command considerable has been done, and brief 
items will appear here — a full record being published in the fall 
report. 

To all who have helped in any way to make the work lighter 
and the summer brighter for our neighbors, the appreciation and 
thanks of the committee are heartily given. 

OUTINGS. 

On Decoration day Miss Long took the girls of Pansy Club to 
Claremont Park for the day, and June 4th Mrs. Lewis spent with 
the Nature Study class at South Beach. 

On June 25th Mrs. Hayden and Josephine, with several kin- 
dergarten children, attended a Sunday-school excursion at Com- 
wallton Grove, for which the tickets were kindly given by Miss 
Parker. July 2d Dr. Jarrett and Mrs. Gibson took a party of 
children to Midland Beach, and on the 6th Misses Bruckman and 
Kornaman exhibited the beauties of the aquarium to sixteen boys 
and girls. On the 9th Doctors Davis and Daly spent the afternoon 
with little boys and girls at North Beach, and two weeks later 
Miss Elizabeth Macintosh devoted to showing nine little folks 
the Park and Museum of Natural History, stopping to play with 
the squirrels, much to the delight of the children. This trip was 
followed by one on August 6th under the care of Miss Chamber- 
lain, when the children played on Conservatory Lake lawn, for 
which we had a permit. On the 17th Misses Chamberlain and 
Tanzer took another party to Fort Lee for the day, and on the 
20th Miss Macintosh took her sewing class to Coney Island for 
the day by the way of the trolley cars (a new experience for 
these little girls), and on the 22d Miss Milius and the Misses 
Drucker took their Monday class of nineteen to the Park. 

All of these outings were greatly enjoyed, but perhaps the gala 
occasions were the camp days for the boys and the trips to the 
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"real country" for a day to their younger sisters, one set to Pleas* 
antville and one to Dobbs' Ferry. So that 156 had a day away 
and 15 a week. We tried, as far as possible, to have different 
ones take the different trips, so that many should have one pleas* 
ant day in the summer. 

CAMP HOBSON. 

One of the best. of the many helpful influences in the city is the 
Outdoor Recreation League, of which the headworker is a mem- 
ber, and the Alumnae Settlement an affiliated society. This 
league has a camp for boys at Bartow-on-the- Sound, where four- 
teen boys from the different parts of the city, at a small expense, 
can spend a week at a time. The camp is situated in Pelham Bay 
Park, near City Island; boating, fishing, bathing and climbing 
are good, while fruit in abundance is free for the picking. Three 
large tents, for sleeping, dining, and cooking, are well floored 
and presided over by a caretaker and a cook, so that important 
adjunct to a boy's good time is secured. The boys in sets of two 
at a time wait on table and wash the dishes, so that no one is bur- 
dened with work and still helpfulness promoted. Our week was 
August 13 to 20, and nine of the Y. A. P. Club, who were out of 
work or could get away, with five of the Anchor Club boys, filled 
the camp. On Sunday eleven others went to spend the day, some 
who had been anticipating the week but could not be spared from 
work, were thus given a ♦aste of the realization. 

On Tuesday Dr. Langworthy took dinner with them and bound 
up the bruises and sunburns, and Thursday Mrs. Hays and Mrs. 
Isaacs, of the committee, visited the camp. All were escorted to 
and from the train by a goodly delegation, and royally enter- 
tained while present. Every member was Mr., even to the little 
eleven-year-old — who, according to the log-book, lost the coffee- 
pot in the well and was found crying on a stone when missed 
from breakfast. This log-book records many items of interest 
and was a full report of their doings. One of the chief pleasures 
was the rowboat provided by the committee, in which the boys 
took long journeys, and, in spite of many wettings, brought them 
home safely. 

On one day Mr. Paulding, of the O. D. R. League, visited 
camp and took the boys crabbing. Indeed, the week passed all too 
soon, and found them home ready to look for work again with 
renewed vigor, which we are glad to say resulted in a job for sev- 
eral hitherto discouraged youths. One little deformed boy who 
seemed to be deriving special benefit was sent for a second week. 
Altogether it was a week long to be remembered, and we are sure 
worth all it cost. 
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PLEASANTVILLE. 

While the boys were at camp, Mrs. D. P. Hays having ar- 
ranged for a pleasant day for twenty girls, we called on the moth- 
ers with a bouquet and message from their boys at camp, and in- 
vited the younger sisters to spend a day in the country also. 

Wednesday, Aug. 24, was the day set, and a brighter one could 
not have been found. Soon after seven the girls began to gather, 
until at starting time nearly all were on hand, and eighteen girls, 
with Dr. Langworthy and Miss Bechman, boarded the train at 
9:15. At Pleasantville Mrs. Hays met us with stage and car- 
riages, which took us quickly to her beautiful home, "Hillcrest," 
where a refreshing breeze fanned us all day in spite of the heated 
city. Hats were laid aside and the filial sentiment of the hcwne- 
stead explained while we gazed at the hills for miles around ; then 
Mrs. Hays' little daughters led the way to show their guests the 
farm, a joyful scramble till the bell rang, when we all repaired to 
a breezy summer house, where a most delicious dinner was served, 
with plenty of creamy milk and ending with ice-cream. The din- 
ner down, two high swings and two hammocks were discovered 
in close proximity, which held several girls for the next hour, the 
rest taking turns at a game of bean-bag, in which the prize was a 
paper-weight with portrait of the poets. 

Each girl in turn had a ride on the donkey's back and with Miss 
Mabel in the pony carriage ; then a ride in the boat on the pond 
and waded into the water. 

A visit to the orchard resulted in a bag of ripe apples for each 
and a large bouquet, so that as the carriages came to take us for 
an hour's drive on our way to the train every hand was full. Once 
started for home all tongues were busy talking of the good time 
and asking the "name of the country where we were." Though 
the last transfer was made in pouring rain, 8 o'clock found every- 
one at home with apples and flowers safe, if the best hats were a 
little wilted; but the dresses would wash and the hats would 
press over, so that many words of thanks and appreciation came 
from the mothers for the happiness given their children. 

DOBBS' FERRY. 

The following week came an invitation from Miss Isaacs for 
still younger children to spend a day at her house. This time 
there were to be ten, but though we asked more, so many things 
happened at the last moment to disappoint the little folks that only 
eight started with Mrs. Hayden from Grand Central station at 
9 145. They were met at Dobbs' Ferry by their hostess, who took 
them by stage to see Washington's headquarters and then to her 
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home, where milk and rolls were served under the trees, followed 
by a long play with swings and hammocks, see-saw and hay, 
chickens and dogs. A bountiful dinner was served on the lawn, 
of which little Herbert did not want to partake till he heard there 
was ice-cream, when he took three helpings. After this they made 
soap bubbles with pipes which were theirs to take home, tied with 
a blue ribbon, watched lawn tennis, and when tired of play each 
picked a large bouquet of golden rod in the fields, had ice-cream 
and cake again, then bade good-by to Miss Isaacs, her kind 
friends who had assisted her, and to the brother who had devoted 
himself to them, and were soon on their way home, tired but 
happy. As we met them at the depot, each with an armful of 
golden rod, a chorus of delight greeted us. "Doctor, we 'joyed 
ourselves, and we had ice-cream three times." This time the 
home-coming was dry, if hot, and, though still daylight, each lit- 
tle one was nearly asleep as he was left at his door. 

CONEY ISLAND. 

This needs a special place in the outings, for we have had spe- 
cial opportunities. Through Miss Hertz, the courtesy of an Iron 
Steamboat pass was extended to the House by Mr. J. R. Smith. 
This pass we had for five days in July, and again for five days in 
September, each day good for five people. Miss Esther Piza also 
presented us with fifteen round-trip tickets on the Iron Steam- 
boat to Coney Island. With these and the pass we have been 
able to give ninety-four mothers and children a delightful sail and 
day on the sand at the shore — most delightful days. 

Through the courtesy of St. John's Guild we have been able to 
send also fifty mothers and sick babies for a day on the Floating 
Hospital. Many of these had tickets renewed on the boat and 
took many trips, to the great good of the little ones. 

Have been able also to use a few tickets for sick children to 
the Edgewater Creche. 

THE FOUNTAIN. 

For a number of years the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union of New York has been endeavoring to get drinking foun- 
tains placed in the crowded districts, where there is great need of 
fresh water, but each year the women have been put off by the 
proper officials with the plea that not enough appropriation had 
been made even to keep in order the few that are now up, and the 
"Budget" must be effected to do it ; but each year sees the budget 
the same in spite of the petition. So this year the President, Dr. 
Phoebe Wait, determined to try a new plan. Having secured 
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special prices, she asked different people to give the necessary 
amount, expecting that the city could not do less than g^ve the 
water to the public. The first one promised was by Mrs. Leonard 
F. Requa, a member of the Union, and as the headworker of 
Alumnae Settlement is a county officer, it was decided to place it 
here. Mr. C. J. Tuomey, a good friend of the House and direc- 
tor in the near-by Trade School, offered to give the placing of it, 
so that everything seemed rapid sailing to the finish, but it took 
two months with all our combined efforts to get the final authori- 
ties to give the water. August loth saw the fountain in place 
and men, women, children and dogs availing themselves of the 
opportunity, sometimes twenty-five waiting; at almost every 
hour, except a few in the night, is the place surrounded, espe- 
cially during the hotter days; there are two man troughs with 
four cups and a dog trough. A tablet on the front shows that it 
is in memory of Howard M. Requa, always a friend to the needy. 
Those of us who have already seen the benefit from this only 
drinking place in the neighborhood cannot find words to express 
our appreciation and gratitude to the kind friends who have made 
it possible, and only hope that renewed petition to the Mayor will 
provide the Budget this autumn with funds sufficient to place 
many more fountains where they are needed all over the city. 

YOUNG AMERICAN PATRIOTIC CLUB. 

On June nth an entertainment was given in honor of the new 
headworker, consisting of music and vaudeville sketches which 
are in their line and very well rendered. The members also as- 
sisted at the girls' entertainment, and then gave another on July 
29th and 30th to defray expenses of a later one to be given for 
the benefit of soldiers' widows and orphans. As they said, "It 
wouldn't be much, but a little would help." 

All this necessitated much rehearsing, which was a great pleas- 
ure to all concerned, and varied nightly. 

The staging and scenery was designed and made by them- 
selves, and really did credit to older and much more experienced 
heads. 

July was a hard month for many of the boys, work being so 
scarce, and after walking and looking for several hours, it was 
pleasant to find a comfortable room and a sympathetic ear, and 
while it was much work, we thought it paid to keep open-house 
and heart. 

A few days before the Fourth, at business meeting, a motion 
was made "That we have a little racket here once in a while." 
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Upon closer inquiry we found that the boys were anxious to 
spend the Fourth at the House instead of going away, and they 
wanted to eat dinner, each one paying a share. We confess it 
was something of a "staggerer" to think of serving dinner for 
thirty young men, but when we found how much they wanted it 
and were willing to do with "doughnuts and pie," we thought a 
good dinner would be appreciated, and, from our experience with 
college and convention dinners, that we might get a pretty good 
one at 25 cents per capita. Each member promised to help do 
anything, and each was placed on a committee, to prepare pota- 
toes, peas, ice-cream, etc., and a committee of seventy couldn't 
have done better work. At 6 o'clock on the morning of the 
Fourth the boys were on hand, and repaired at once to the cellar, 
where, on account of the extreme heat, most operations were car- 
ried on. 

Everything worked smoothly, the number to partake had 
dwindled to eighteen, some being away and various reasons, so 
that tables were set by one committee, food prepared (even to 
seasoning) by others, coffee made under supervision, and carving, 
passing, etc., all in order. Each one had all he wanted, and some 
had evidently been "saving up" — by choice or necessity. Our 
friend, Mrs. Babcock, gave us a bushel of potatoes and other ac- 
cessories and loaned her ice-cream freezer, and the rest of the 
provisions cost just four cents more than $4.50 for eighteen at 
the rate agreed upon. Our readers may be interested in the bill 
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Just before camping the fountain was raised, and under the 
inspiration of new things, having heard us inquire about some- 
thing to clean the stone around the front door, one afternoon one 
of the boys was seen with brown stone and sand trying a place, 
and finding it worked well, soon all who were at liberty of the 
large and smaller boys were hard at work. In three days they 
cleaned the whole lower front, steps, and area, and painted the 
railing, guard, and gate. It was hard work and dirty work, 
but "proper pride in having the house look nice" kept them at 
it, and the commendations of the committee and surprise of 
the neighbors satisfied them. 

Two of the members ofTered to put the paint on the floors 
if the ladies desired to furnish the paint, and it was decided to 
do so. After the return from camp the upper part of the house 
was closed to meetings. All helped to move the furniture and 
several took turns at the painting until it was finished. 

One evening was spent polishing the piano, and just before 
the opening meeting, a large box of laurel having come from 
Mrs. Hays, the rooms were festooned by the President and 
Secretary. Four of the members were in the army, and those 
just now returning we hope to receive with a special reception 
when Miss Winterton and Messrs. Gillespie can meet with us 
again. "^ 
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EDITORIAL* 

A memory of the camp at Montauk is somewhat of curious dis- 
tressful confusion, for all the movement and interest of the scene. 
The country itself is strange, with its little abrupt hills covered 
with faded gray, tawny grass, soon ground away under foot press- 
ure, and leaving the unloosened, clogging sand. 

In the hollows between the hills lie small fresh-water ponds, steel 
blue at sunset time, when the cavalry horses were watered. End- 
less trains of mule wagons wound over the new-made roads — ^yel- 
low loam above native sand — cut away by the many heavy wheels 
almost as soon as laid. 

Orderlies drifted back and forth, while down the ridges swept 
troops of colored cavalrymen, laughing as they galloped. Their 
faces were uniformly cheerful, while the other troops wore an air 
of painful depression. 

Off to the north lies Fort Pond Bay, where the Government 
transports were anchored. On the slopes of the hills, and some- 
times at the sea*s edge, regimental villages of white tents, two or 
three miles apart, with here and there a sign of the Red Cross wav- 
ing, and on one hill a yellow flag to mark the quarantine ; and out- 



2 THE ALUMNA NEWS. 

side all the bright sea spread, and the great white ring of surf 
breaking. 

Looking down from the highest slopes, out of the reach of the 
blinding dust that dimmed all the color and blurred all the spirited 
moving figures, the whole scene had an air of busy unreality. 
When a cavalry troop went by with a rush and flutter of guidon, 
one caught something of the dramatic exhilaration of war. On 
the station platform, crowded with worn, half-fainting men just 
discharged from hospital, facing the many long, grim wooden 
boxes in which the hospital dead were going home, only the 
hideous pain of it. 



FALL DAYS* 

Vacation is over, not only for us, but for the birds as well. 

Bird migration is a wonderful thing. It is no wonder that 
scientists are writing books about it and disputing about the "great 
first cause" and the continuing impulse which sends these "little 
brothers of the air'^ forth on their spring and autumn pilgrimages. 

Even to a casual observer there is revealed a great difference be- 
tween the spirit of the spring migration and that of the autumn. 
The spring migration seems to be a glad and joyous occasion, with 
wedding garments on — ^a sort of premature honeymoon. There 
is to my mind a subdued sadness about the return of the birds in 
the fall. Perhaps the duller plumage of the little travelers, or my 
own sadness at losing them, makes me attribute a like sentiment to 
them. Whether they consider their spring journey or their fall 
journey their home-coming, I know not ; but this I do know : there 
is a vast void in nature when they leave us. 

In the spring and fall Central Park seems to be a grand cara- 
vansary for the birds. We have a great many summer residents, 
and many birds set up their little housekeeping in the most fre- 
quented parts of the Park. Within a radius of a few hundred feet 
I have seen where three birds have swung their dainty cradles 
above the walk, where, doubtless, numberless human couples have 
planned their own happy homes. 

By the middle of August these summer residents are forced to 
share the privileges ot the Park with the migrants from further 
north. Many warblers leave our northern woods while the sum- 
mer is still at its height. These visitors from the north often stay 
with us until the end of September, or early in October, when they 
again take up their journey to the southland. Our summer resi- 
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dents take successive leave of us all through the months of Sep- 
tember and October, and by the end of November we have settled 
down to our usual limited list of permanent residents and winter 
visitants. This is the Southland for the Junco, Brown Creeper, 
White-throated Sparrow and some others. 

The early fall is a most perplexing time to study birds. You 
may think you know without a doubt the Black-throated Green 
Warbler and the Black-throated Blue, and perhaps you do in their 
spring wedding clothes. Just wait until they return with their 
sons in the fall, wearing a close approach to the mother's cast of 
clothes ! Are you then so sure of their identity ? Of course some 
of the birds change only slightly, the plumage being only a trifle 
duller than it was in the spring. 

After the great tidal-wave in bird migration has passed, or, bet- 
ter still, after the last ripple has vanished, we ignorant ones can 
settle down to the task of making the acquaintance of those who 
will be with us for the next few months. 

For those who are interested in keeping track of the birds in 
their joumeyings, I give a list of "snapshots," as it were, taken be- 
tween the hours of 7 and 8 in the morning in Central Park. The 
trips were made on two mornings each week by members of our 
Normal College Bird Club between the dates August 2y and Sep- 
tember 28. 

Most of the birds mentioned were seen on several different oc- 
casions : 

1. Red-eyed Vireo (singing). 18. Swifts. 

2. Yellow-throated Vireo. 19. Tree Swallows. 

3. Black and White Creeper. 20. Song Sparrow (singing). 

4. Canadian Warbler. 21. Parula Warbler. 

5. Flicker. 22. Catbird. 

6. Cardinal. 23. Pine Warbler. 

7. Pewee. 24. Cedar Waxwing. 

8. Wood Thrush. 25. Field Sparrow. 

9. Redstart. 26. Chipping Sparrow. 

10. Crackle. 2y. Nashville Warbler. 

11. Baltimore Oriole. 28. Blue Jays. 

12. Brown Thrasher. 29. Least Flycatcher. 

13. Olive-backed Thrush. 30. Phoebe (singing). 

14. Summer Yellow Bird. 31. Junco. 

15. Water Thrush. 32. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

16. Black-throated Green Warbler 33. Hairy Woodpecker. 

17. Yellow-rumped Warbler. 34. Magnolia Warbler. 
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Can we look at these wonderful little travelers, and then de- 
liberately go downtown and buy a poor little feathered protest to 
decorate our hats ? Haven't our birds enough enemies to contend 
with in the march of civilization without women entering — ^nay, 
remaining — ^in the lists ? What a grand fight our Associate Alum- 
nae could make to suppress this evil if they only would. Won't 
you ? Grace B. Beach. 

NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN/E HOUSE, 

446 EAST SEVENTY-SECOND STREET. 

schedule of classes. 
Monday — Kindergarten, 9 to 12 a, m.; Library, 3 to 5 p. m.; 
Penny Provident, 3 to 5 p. m. ; Embroidery Qass, 4 to 5 p. m. ; 
Physical Culture, 4 to 5 p. m. ; Library, 7 130 to 9 p. m. ; Literature 
Class, 7 130 to 8 130 p. M. ; Physical Culture, 7 45 to 8 130 p. m. ; 
German, 8 .'30 to 9 115 p. m. 

Tuesday — Kindergarten, 9 to 12 a. m. ; Sewing Class, 4 to 5 
p. M. ; Cooking Class, 7 130 to 9 p. m. ; Library, 7 130 to 9 p. m. ; 
Singing Class, 7 130 to 8 130 p. m. ; Stenography, 8 130 to 9 130 p. m. 
Wednesday — Kindergarten, 9 to 12 a. m. ; Cooking Class, 4 to 5 
p. M. ; Dolls Dressmaking Qass, 4 to 5 p. m. ; Mothers' Meeting, 
3 :30 to 5 p. M. ; Cooking Class, 7 130 to 9 p. m. ; Group Classes, 
7 130 to 9 p. M. 

Thursday — Kindergarten, 9 to 12 a. m. ; Cooking Class, 4 to S 
p. M. ; Clothing Committee, 3 to 5 p. m. ; Physical Culture, 8 to 
8 130 p. M. ; Social Club, 8 .-30 to 9 130 p. m. ; Dressmaking Class, 
7 130 to 9 p. M. 

Friday — Kindergarten, 9 to 12 a. m. ; Physical Culture, 4 to 5 
p. M. ; Nature Study, 4 to 5 p. m.; Singing Class, 7:30 to 8:15 
F. M. ; Social Qub, 8 :i5 to 9 115 p. m. ; Penny Provident, 7 130 to 9 
p. M. ; Reading Room, 7 :30 to 9 p. m. 

Saturday — Library, 7 130 to 9 p. m. ; Physical Culture, 8 to 8:30 
p. M. ; Social Club, 8 :30 to 9 130 p. m. 

Sunday — ^At Home to Parents, 4 to 5 p. m. ; Musicale or Read- 
ing, 8 to 9 p. M. 

Wanted. — Teachers for Cooking Classes, Wednesday afternoon 
and evening. 
Group Classes, Wednesday evening. 
Qothing Committee, Thursday afternoon. 
Dressmaking Class, Thursday night. 
Nature Study Class, Friday afternoon. 
Library, Saturday night. 
Help, Sunday night. 
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workers' conference. 

A conference of the workers was held at Alumnae House on 
Wednesday evening, September 28. There were twenty-seven 
present, and plans for the coming winter were discussed. Dr. 
Langworthy, the Headworker, presented a schedule of classes, 
which was unanimously approved. 

The schedule is printed in full in this issue of the News. 

Hereafter those who desire to belong to the different clubs and 
classes will become members of Alumnae House on payment of 
their dues, and their names will be registered on the rolls. No one 
will be eligible to a social club who does not belong to some work- 
ing class. 

There will be five classes of members: (A) boys over fifteen; 
(B) boys between twelve and fifteen; (C) girls over fifteen; (D) 
girls between twelve and fifteen; (E) girls between seven and 
twelve; (F) girls under seven. 

OF GAMES. 

We need new games at Alumnae House — ^new in condition, that 
is. The most popular games are Jack Straws, Parcheesi, Check- 
ers, Tiddlewink, Tennis and Authors. All our sets of these are 
worn and incomplete. A set of parlor quoits would be very ac- 
ceptable, and fresh puzzles and a set of plain wooden chessmen 
who would stand usage. 

OF MAGAZINES. 

The Century Company very generously contributed a yearns 
subscription of the Century and St. Nicholas to our reading room ; 
but such kindly interest cannot invariably be expected from a pub- 
lishing house. Therefore we shall be very grateful for donated 
subscriptions to any good magazines or papers. 

Harper's Round Table, Harper's Bazar or Harper's Magazine, 
Scribner's, Atlantic, Munsey's, The Argosy, McClure's, Outing, 
the Cosmopolitan — any of these would interest the young people 
who come to Alumnae House. 

If you feel that you would like to send us any magazine, after 
you have read it through, it will be heartily appreciated. Only 
send it regularly, consistently, so that its coming may be looked 
for. Outing is another good one for our young neighbors. 

SETTLEMENTS' CONFERENCE. 

The workers in the diflFerent Settlements of this city, Brooklyn 
and Jersey City have been holding a conference among themselves 
the first Sunday afternoon in each month. Meeting at the diflFer- 



O THE ALUMNiG NEWS. 

ent Settlements, the distinctive work of that house was shown, 
thereby helping all the others. On July 3d the meeting was held 
at Alumnae House, and while showing them our work, was espe- 
cially helpful to us. On account of the extreme heat and absence 
of most workers from the city only seven were present, represent- 
ing College, University, Brooklyn and our own Settlements. 

THE BOYS WE HONOR- 

Louis Gillespie, Troop A, N. Y. V. C. ; James Lowe, Fifth Bat- 
tery, U. S. Army ; William Guilfoyle, Ninth Regiment, N. Y. V. ; 
Robert Zwboda, 201st Regiment, N. Y. V. 

Thus the bulletin-board read the third week in September, when 
the members of the Young American Patriotic Club, finding that 
most of their soldier boys would be at home on furlough, ar- 
ranged to give them a reception on the evening of the 21st. 

The Committee spent the day very busily preparing refresh- 
ments and decorating the parlors, and that their efforts were ap- 
preciated was manifested by the many pleasant words of com- 
mendation from members and guests, who numbered about fifty. 

The Stars and Stripes Club spent all their spare time finishing 
their new flag, that it might be in use. Miss Minnie Stem kindly 
donated another, and Dr. Leo loaned her Remember the Maine 
signals ; all of which, with red, white and blue stripes, made very 
effective decoration. Over the mantel and folding doors were the 
words "Welcome Home," and an extra large supply of flowers lent 
beauty and fragrance to the house — for it was Flower day — ^but 
they kept so well that they were just as good for the children the 
next morning. A large number of asters came from friends in 
Allegany County and were much sought as buttonhole bouquets. 

It was greatly to be regretted that Mr. Zwboda was still at 
Camp Mead, and Mr. Lowe was too ill to come out ; but the other 
heroes were present, and after being cordially received, some 
patriotic songs were sung, and they told us something of their 
army life, all of them having been at different quarters. 

Then tables were brought out with a pile of peanuts on each end, 
and a group of young people tried their skill at moving single nuts 
from the shaky pile. Much fun was obtained and many peanuts 
consumed. 

Following this came the refreshments proper, prepared largely 
by the boys — ice cream, cake and lemonade — all they wanted, with 
some to send to the sick boy. Then some more singing closed the 
reception and the field was left to those who were willing to help 
clean up. 
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Some washed dishes while others wiped and carried away. 
Another delegation put up the chairs and tables, while others 
swept the floors, and two very reliable young men followed with 
mop and pail, leaving the floor clean for the next morning's kin- 
dergarten. 

NOTICE* 

The work of the House for the winter has been planned, as 
shown in this issue. We are very grateful to all who have re- 
sponded so promptly to the call for helpers, but we are still in need 
of some one for a few of the classes, and would appreciate highly 
ready responses to the needs as set forth in the want column. 

We would be glad to have some social hour for games and fun 
for the little g^rls — if any one is willing to g^ve the time on an 
afternoon — Thursday, Friday or Saturday. 

ji 
BAZAR. 

The Ways and Means Committee of Alumnae House look to the 
college students and graduates for very liberal assistance at the 
bazar which they propose to hold in the College Library during 
the first week of December. Miss Isaacs announced the bazar 
just before vacation, but no contributions have as yet been re- 
ceived. A full prospectus will be given in the November News, 
and until then all articles may be left at the Alumnae House in the 
care of Dr. Langworthy. The committee desire especially to have 
artistic boxes of all descriptions, from shirt-waist boxes to pin 
and hairpin receptacles. Also bags and boxes for candies, picture 
frames, book covers, and, indeed, anything attractive and useful. 

ALUMN/E ^AT HOMES.^ 

The Alumnae can in no better way demonstrate their loyalty to 
Alma Mater than by making it a point to attend Alumnae "At 
Homes." 

Some one of our Alumnae always pours tea in the Alumnae Li- 
brary at College on the second Friday every month. Why not go 
and talk over old days, and new days, and the "finest class ever 
graduated," and Alumnae House, and the Reunion, and keep up a 
keener Alumnae feeling? 

ALUMN/E SCIENCE CLASS. 

ELEVENTH TERM. 

The Auttunn Science Class of the Natural Science Committee 
of the Associate Alumnae will have seven field days on successive 
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Wednesdays, beginning October 5th, with Mrs. John I. Northrop, 
as leader. 

Dues for the class — $1.50 to Alumnae members, $2.00 to all 
other women — are payable to Miss E. O. Long, 442 E^t 87th 
Street, or Normal College, before October ist. Due notice of first 
field day will be sent to all registered members. 

Alice M. Isaacs, 
^ Chairman. 

FIELD DAYS. 

The field days for October will be as follows : 

1. Oct. 5. — Bryn Mawr. 

2. Oct. 12. — Pelhamville. 

3. Oct. 19. — ^Wakefield. 

4. Oct. 26. — Carlyle. 

Miss L. Marie Pierce, B. A., '93, LL.B., '97 (N. Y. U.), has 
been appointed assistant lecturer to the Woman^s Law Qass, New 
York University. 

New York University conferred the degree of M. S. upon Grace 
B. Beach, B. S., '84, and the degree of LL.B. upon Mary H. Ken- 
yon, '78, and Florence L. Jeroloman, B. A., '96. 

Edith J. Griswold, '83, was admitted to the New York Bar in 
June, 1898. While continuing the prosecution of patent and 
trade-mark cases before the United States Patent Office, Miss 
Griswold will now take up the g^eneral practice of law. 

ALUMN/E REUNION. 

The Fall Reunion of the Alumnae will take place in the chapel 
October 29, and a great number of our Alumnae will be gathered 
together at the beginning of another winter. 

The entire programme has not been announced, but one delight- 
ful feature will be the playing of the well-known American violin- 
ist, Albertus Shelley. Mr. Shelley, even as a child a remarkable 
violinist, perfected his technique under the most celebrated mas- 
ters of Paris, Dresden and Berlin, and is even better known on the , 
Continent than here. 

Mr. Shelley will be accompanied by Mr. Mallison Randall, or- 
ganist of St. Andrew's, Harlem. 

KINDERGARTEN TRAINING CLASS. 

There are still vacancies in the Kindergarten Training Class of 
the Normal College. Any member of the Alumnae or graduate of 
the College desiring to take the course will please report at the 
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Training Department as promptly as possible. A free course in 
drawing and water color painting will be included in the regular 
kindergarten method of teaching. 

MUSIC 

More than any other line of education, music appeals to our 
people here ; the boys and girls, young and older ones, are anxious 
to learn how to sing and to play the piano. We hope to have one 
or more evening singing classes during the year, and, if possible, 
some instrumental instruction, and shall be glad of all available 
help. 

All who are willing to help in any way at the Settlement this 
year will kindly send word to Dr. Langworthy at the House, 446 
East 72d Street, or to Dr. Jarrett> Chairman of Workers' Com- 
mittee, 159 West 48th, or, if possible, call at the House. 

COMFORT BAGS. 

As many of the Alumnae know, the comfort bags which were 
being made for the soldiers, and of which Mrs. Annie Nathan 
Meyer had charge during the early summer, were transferred to 
the Settlement as headquarters when she left the city. Many fin- 
ished bags were sent in from various quarters, the largest num- 
ber being those made by children of Public School No. 151, and 
the next largest by Twelfth Night Club. 

Material was also given out to those who applied, and between 
six and seven hundred finished bags were filled and sent to the 
Ninth, Twelfth, Twenty-second and Seventy-first Regiments, 
Troop A, Fifth Battery of Light Artillery, and several scattering 
to individuals, as requested. 

All were received with hearty appreciation, as their letters 
testify. 

The young people of the House took much interest in the sol- 
diers, there being four of the Young Americans in the army, and 
much pleasure was derived from work on the bags. It took many 
hours and some very warm evenings to wind thread and fill the 
bags with their various appointments, but all were glad to have a 
part in work for the soldiers, and we were glad to have a purpose 
for which they could work. 

Some have not yet returned bags, and inquiry has been made 
about their further need. We would say that there are still many 
soldiers without who will be stationed in garrisons, and when they 
are fitted, there are hundreds of sailors who would find them very 
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useful. So It has been suggested that all be finished and sent in 
as soon as ready in order that the purpose for which they were 
planned may be carried out. A full report will be given next 
month. We print some of the letters received : 

Light Battery "F," 5th Artillery, 

In Camp at Port Tampa, Ra., 

July I, 1898. 
Miss Anne Langworthy, Normal College Alumnae House, No. 446 
East Seventy-second St., New York City, N. Y. 
Miss Langworthy : The box of "comforts" so kindly sent to 
the men of this Battery by the ladies who made them was received 
to-day, and distributed in accordance with your request. 

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to express the gratification 
of the men for such useful gifts and to express their sincere thanks 
for them and their appreciation of the kindly spirit which prompted 
the donors. Very respectfully, 

(Signed) H. I. Reilly, 

Captain 5th Artillery, 
Commanding Light Battery **F." 

Chickamauga Park, July 9, 1898. 
My Dear Miss Langworthy : Col. Leonard has requested me 
to answer your letter, and to thank you for the thirty comfort bags 
which arrived this morning and have been already distributed to 
eager soldiers. 

The Regiment has received several hundred now from various 
sources, but I should think that 500 more could be wisely used. 

It is a great comfort to the men to know that they are remem- 
bered in New York, and we are all grateful to the "Normal College 
Alumnae Settlement." Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Roderick Terry, 

Chaplain 12th N. Y. V. 

Camp Thomas, Chickamauga Park, Ga., 

6 July, 1898. 
Dear Dr. Langworthy : Yours and Miss Hapgood's letters at 
hand, and we heartily thank you both for the housewives, which 
were gratefully received by officers and men. 

They went like "hot cakes," and an urgent request was made 
for more. Have taken the names of about fifty men, and can use 
as many more as you can send. 

Please extend the soldier boys' thanks to the Young American 
Patriotic Qub for their work. Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Chaplain Nichols^ 

9 Inf., N. Y. 
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Later, when one of our boys joined the Ninth, we sent again, 
with the request to look after the boy, and received the following 
reply : 

Camp Thomas, Chickamauga Park, Ga., 

24 July, 1898. 

My Dear Dr. Langworthy : Thank you very much for the 100 
housewives, which came safely and went to the boys most grate- 
fully. Indeed, as soon as they knew I was giving them out they 
rushed up en masse to my tent, and two officers rushed over to see 
if I were being murdered ! Guilfoyle I found to be a good man 
and he was pleased to get the package. I trust he has written you. 

The boys were also pleased to get the notes and addresses in- 
closed in many of the pockets. Any more you can send will be ac- 
ceptable. Yours cordially, 

Rowland S. Nichols. 

Headquarters Seventy-first Reg't., 

New York, July 22. 
Dr. Anne L. Langworthy, 

Dear Madame : We will be very glad to receive the comfort bags 
you mention, as there is constant inquiry for them, as our boys at 
the front were obliged to throw away almost everything. We can 
now send direct to the regiment. 

Ag^in let me thank you and the ladies for your kind thoughful- 
ness. Very sincerely, 

(Signed) Margarette Austin, 

Ch. Com. Relief of Men at the Front. 

Women's Relief Corps, 
Seventy-first Regiment N. Y. S. Vols. 
Armory : Park Ave. and 34th Street. 

New York, Aug. 12, 1898. 
My Dear Miss Langworthy: We were very much interested 
with your two boys who came to our meeting yesterday. They 
seemed to enjoy it and entered right in our work, helping to knot 
towels. They seemed anxious to take work home ; I hope we have 
not imposed on you by allowing it. I hope they will come again, 
also some more of the boys, as we will continue to work for the 
boys until they are mustered out. Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Flora Harding. 

The boys brought home seventy-two towels, which, with the 
help of the other young people here, had their fringe knotted by 
8 130 o'clock that night. 
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Fort Schuyler, N. Y., 
July 26th, 1898. 
Miss Anne L. Lang^orthy, 446 East 72d St., N. Y. City. 

My Dear Madam : Please accept the thanks of my command 
for the comfort bags so kindly sent. 
They will fulfill the promise of their name, I am sure. 

Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) W. B. Hotchkiss, 

Major 22d Inf., N. Y. V. 

Here are two letters from members of the Y. A. P. Qub : 

Port Tampa, Florida, July i, 1898. 

Dear Dr. Langworthy : We received your welcome gift on Fri- 
day night, and we think it very kind of you to remember us sol- 
diers. 

All the men thank you through me for the gift. Some of them 
might write a note of thanks to the sender named within the bag 
they got. We expect to leave for Cuba soon, because all our bat- 
tery is aboard except our horses. 

I am in good health and like the life I am leading. Give my 
regards to the club and the other givers of the gifts, and I thank 
you and the club from my heart for your handsome gift, and I 
hope the club success, and hope to remain an honorable member 
till I come back. Good-by. Your soldier boy, 

James Low. 

July 18, 1898. 

Dr. Langworthy : I received the bag Sunday night, and was 
ever so thankful to you for sending it to me. 

Our captain is going to leave us to-day or to-morrow, and we 
do not know when we will get another. 

There have been two deaths in camp this morning, one in Com- 
pany K and one in Company F. The fever is taking a good many 
away from us. 

The rainy season is done for and it is pretty warm. We give an 
entertainment to-night in the Young Men's Christian Association, 
and have a fine bill. I would like to have Meyer and Martine 
down here to-night. We only drill three hours in twenty-four on 
account of the heat. 

The water here is so dirty it is making everybody sick. We ex- 
pect to leave ver}' soon. 

Where is Jim Low? Do you get any letters from him? Tell 
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George Pardee to write to me ; there is nothing like getting letters 
down here. 

I will now close, hoping you are all in good health. 

William Guilfoyle^ 
Co. F, 9th Reg*t., 
Chickamauga Park, Ga. 
ji 
REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF CWMMITTEE. 

"Did you soldiers care for 'comfort-bags' ?" was recently asked 
of a man who had seen Santiago. "Well, I should think we did," 
returned the soldier, half g^fBy ; "I g^ess if you were in a strange 
country, your clothes getting torn to rags and no prospect of any 
new ones, you'd be glad of a thread and needle to keep yourself 
together somehow 1" 

The idea of making and furnishing these comfort-bags came to 
us through Mrs. Annie Nathan Meyer. She had already organ- 
ized the work among groups of women at Saratoga, Tarrytown, 
Newport, and several other prominent centres. When, at the 
spring Reunion, Mrs. Meyer personally addressed our association 
on the subject, the idea was received with enthusiasm. That very 
day twenty-five or thirty gave their names, pledging themselves to 
make anjrwhere irom one to twenty bags. 

Some articles had been donated to Mrs. Meyer for filling the 
bags ; others, money donations enabled her to buy ; and as far as 
these things went they were at our disposal. But they could not 
outlast the energy of our Alumnae. 

There was a great demand for patterns, and a committee was 
hastily formed to cut out material and distribute it to the workers. 
Five cents — ^the cost, wholesale — was charged for each pattern, 
and soon the pattern-money amounted to almost twenty dollars. 
The orders, indeed, came so fast that it finally became necessary 
to call a "halt," as our filling materials were limited and funds to 
supply more insufficient for such numbers of bags as were offered. 

The members of the committee were Mrs. Morris Cooper, Miss 
Rosenheim, Miss Selma Levy, Mrs. Bunzl, Miss Augusta Mott, 
Miss Klauser and Miss Weil. C. F. W. 

^PARADISE^ FOR THE SLUM CHILDREN- 

{Mail and Express, Sept 23.) 

In Chicago there are three public playgrounds open all the year 
around, and, like the Gospel, free to those who come, without 
money and without price. These are the playgrounds, respect- 
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ively, at Hull House, at the Northwestern University Settlement, 
and youngest, the University of Chicago Settlement on the South 
Side. 

The University of Chicago Settlement consists of seven empty 
lots, which make a playground 275 feet long, in one of the 
smokiest, most unattractive and most thickly settled districts of 
Chicago— the vicinity of the stockyards. To the children of the 
locality — and they swarm everywhere — it is a regular paradise. 
The plot is inclosed by a "co-operative"* fence, built by all the 
fathers, mothers and children in the neighborhood; even little 
toddlers only 4 and 5 years old stood and held the nails for papas 
to use. One hard-working man dug all the postholes after his 
working hours; a local plumber connected the water from the 
street and brought it into the ground for drinking purposes, pad- 
dling and mud pies ; a visitor who came out of curiosity and noted 
the lack of shade gave material for a shelter, which the boys 
helped to paint. All this work looks like "co-operative" work, 
but it makes it all the dearer to the hearts of the planners and the 
participants. 

The University of Chicago playground has been a success from 
the start. It has been a place for mothers to come and bring their 
children, and where all could get a breath of air and a glimpse of 
recreation. An officer is in charge, a wise and kindly man, who 
divides the big boys from the little and lets the elders roar all they 
want in games of baseball in a sport all by themselves, while the 
smaller children dig in the sand and build remarkable castles, 
which, once accomplished, cease any more to interest, so that it is 
hard to say which gives the keenest delight, the building or the 
demolishment. 

A day spent in this democratic spot will long live in the mem- 
ory. Any one can find amusement and rest among these chil- 
dren of nature. Some of their remarks are howlingly funny. 
Recently one of the child aristocrats of the neighborhood ex- 
claimed : 

"I come and play with the rest here, because it's all one play- 
ground, but do you know that there are some children here who 
go to bed without washing their feet ?" 

CONCERTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MR. FRANK DAMROSCH. 

There is no form of art which enters so deeply or frequently 
into civilized life as music, nor whose influence is as strong in lift- 
ing man to a higher plane of culture. 
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The best educators have therefore come to look upon music as 
an essential feature of the training of children, not only for its 
sake, but for its influence upon their physical, mental and psychic 
development. 

In music as in architecture, he who understands the laws of 
form, outline, symmetry, contrast and color, can best appreciate 
and more deeply enjoy that which is beautiful. 

Music heard only with the ear can have but a small and tem- 
porary effect upon the listener. That music may make a deeper 
and more lasting impression it is necessary to develop more subtle 
faculties than the outward senses — we must train the **ear of the 
soul.'' 

The best and most lasting trainmg is that begun in early youth. 

In order, then, to provide a meanr to teach children how to lis- 
ten to music, it is proposed to inaugurate a series of concerts in 
which music by the great masters, both classic and modem, will 
be performed. 

Short programmes will be arranged of orchestral solo works, 
illustrating the chief musical forms, and selected with a view to 
stimulate the interest and reach the comprehension of young peo- 
ple. 

Each number will be preceded by a short explanation of its 
salient musical and poetic features, illustrated by excerpts by the 
orchestra. In this manner, by bringing the explanation and per- 
formance of the work into close juxtaposition, it is believed a bet- 
ter comprehension will result, and a greater interest will be 
aroused than by an analysis of the music apart from its rendition. 

The programmes will include the early and modem dance- 
forms, marches, suites, sonatas, overtures, symphonies, songs, 
choruses, etc., and will be rendered by the best artists and a spe- 
cially selected orchestra, under the direction of Mr. Frank Dam- 
rosch, who will also explain the compositions. 

The work of Mr. Damrosch in all branches of musical educa- 
tion especially fits him to be the director of these concerts organ- 
ized for the advancement of musical art. 

Six concerts will be g^ven at Carnegie Hall on Saturday after- 
noons, at 2 p. M., on the following dates : 

November 26th, January 28th, 

December 17th, February 25th, 

January 7th, March nth. 

PRICES OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR SIX CONCERTS. 

Box, seating eight $100.00 

Parquet 6.00 
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Dress Circle 3 .00 

Balcony i . 50 

For Teachers and Pupils of Public Schools. 

Dress Circle $1 . 50 

Balcony .60 

Prices for Single Concerts. 

Box, seating eight $20.00 

Single Seat in Box 2. 50 

Parquet i . 25 

Dress Circle $0-35 

Balcony .50 

For Teachers and Pupils of Public Schools. 

Dress Circle .35 

Balcony .15 

For subscriptions and particulars, address 

Miss Laura J. Post, 
24 East 33d Street. 
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EDITORIAL. 

Hereafter, under new editorial management, The Alumn-s 
News will widen its scope to include College news and Board of 
Education notes. Since it was founded, some years ago, the 
News has been a powerful factor in keeping all the members of 
the Alumnae Association informed of what the Alumnae are doing 
in various fields of work. 

There are so many lines of interest to be followed out — ^the 
Science Qass, with its Field Days and exhibitions, its distribution 
of nature material ; the Literature Qasses, the Child Study Con- 
ferences and Mothers' Round Table, the Alumnae Reunions and 
At Homes, and the valuable work at our East-side Settlement, 
Alumnae House. . 

It is almost impossible personally to follow the progress of all 
these things; the Alumna News aims to keep you informed of 
them. You will never have time, probably, to visit all the classes 
and dubs at Alumnae House. How are you going to know what is 
doing over there except through the Alumnae paper? No annual 
report can furnish more than a r6sum6 of such work. 

The ALUMNiE News is needed. Without it, the Association 
wcMild not be so strong. We ought not, then, to let it ga It does 
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not claim to be a literary magazine, though occasional articles of 
thorough value find their way into its pages. But as a potent 
factor toward keeping up Alunuiae spirit, it cannot be spared. 
Therefore, if there is anything you can do for it to further its pros- 
perity, from promptly paying up your small subscription to send- 
ing in news or interesting information to the Editor, do it by all 
means. 

jt 

THE OCTOBER REUNION. 

The Reunion of the Associate Alumnae which took place on Oct 
29th was a most successful one. Our outgoing President, Dr. 
Requa, opened the exercises with the introduction of the new 
President, Mrs. Gibson, in a few kind and apt words, in which 
she congratulated the Association in its choice of a presiding oflS- 
cer both efficient and thoroughly acquainted with the work. 

Mrs. Gibson's address followed, and was received with interest 
and applause. It began with a reference to the original objects of 
this Association, as specified in the prefatory words of the consti- 
tution, the preservation of friendly ties formed at college, and the 
advancement of the best interests of Alma Mater. Mrs. Gibson, 
in reviewing the work already accomplished, showed how these 
interests had been truly served. Of the many branches into which 
the life-blood of the Alumnae Association has flowed and which it 
has nourished, the Settlement work is a most important one. 

Mrs. Gibson dwelt on the fact that all talents, whatever their 
direction, might find congenial work at the Alumnae Settlement, 
and made an earnest appeal for more workers. The class of '98, 
that has not yet formed the many ties that bind older workers, was 
especially appealed to. Our new President's statement that it 
was now less an object to reach out for new interests than to sus- 
tain the high degree of excellence attained in work already begun 
met with much approval, as did, indeed, the entire address. It 
was a simple, truthful statement of work accomplished, a tribute 
to her predecessors, and a promise full of resolution and hopeful- 
ness of good work in the future. 

For the first time in the history of Alumnae Reunions, Dr. Hun- 
ter failed to address the meeting, being unable to attend. He had, 
however, with kind consideration, prepared an account of coIl^;e 
affairs, which was read by the President of the Associate Alumnae. 

The Reunion Committee, of which Miss Kate B. Hixon is chair- 
man, is to be congratulated on the excellence of the programme 
that followed. The two musical numbers gave great pleasure. 
Miss Edith Miller earned hearty applause by her singing of ''When 
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Love Is Gone," by Hawley, and the charming "Come, Sweet Morn- 
ing," which she sung with delightful grace and verve Mr. Al- 
bertus Shelley's violin solo, "Csarde Jelenetek," was rendered 
with excellent spirit, and his playing of the Lullaby, with which 
he fallowed as an encore, was marked with tenderness and deli- 
cacy. Both artists were ably accompanied by Mr. Guiseppi Di- 
nelli, who very kindly consented to accompany Mr. Shelley, the 
latter's accompanist not being able to keep his appointment. 

The speaker of the afternoon was Mr. J. Wells Champney, who 
won the instant applause of his audience by his suggestive remark 
as to the removal of hats. Mr. Champney*s sketches, beginning 
with the rudimentary drawings of the elated and the saddened pig 
(which doubtless have delighted many a nursery and kindergarten 
since), through all the changes of charming heads and faces, hu- 
morous changes from male to female, sad changes from youth to 
old age — pathetic doubtless in reality, but delightful to see sketched 
by a cunning hand — pretty peasant maid with knotted kerchief 
about her head, lovely Dolores evolved from a cloudy smudge, 
ending with the mystic landscape of black trees and shadows and 
glimmering vista, held the audience delighted. Mr. Champney 
had begun by stating that he would talk chiefly to our eyes and 
that his address was in his hands. But his easy and charming 
commentary on his work as it progressed proved abundantly that 
he did not want address of another kind. The speaker closed 
with the beautiful and apt quotation from Arsine Houssaye, which 
readers will be glad to find printed below. 

After the singing of the Alumnae song the company adjourned 
to the corridor just outside the chapel, where refreshments were 
served from dainty tables along the walls. The social hour, as 
usual, was a happy one, and ended agreeably a most successful 
reunion. 

QUOTATION FROM ARSINE HOUSSAYE. 

"The world is God's dream," a philosopher once said. Might 
one not better say, "God having created the world, and seeing it 
imperfect, but not deigning to recommence His work, dreamed 
another world, more beautiful, more dazzling, more worthy of 
Himself ; a new terrestrial paradise, where Poetry, Eve before and 
after the fall, walks in all her splendid beauty. Art is this d<ream 
of God.'' 

The artist or poet, then, is this privileged creature whose mis- 
sion it is to realize that other world which consoles us for the first. 
The artist, poetically endowed, should not only study under the 
light of the sun, but he should listen to that ideal voice which 
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spreads over nature its enchantments. Have we ever cm earth 
met the divine beauty of Raphael's Madonnas? Would any 
masks modelled from life seem as elevated as the heads of Michael 
Angelo? Is the springtune in France, Italy or Greece as sweet 
and perfumed as Andre Chenier's idyls? Nature, beautiful 
though she be, fails to have a certain accent and harmony. Art 
furnishes the imperfect poem which is called the world with a 
vague souvenir of the heaven from which it has come to us. 



QREETINQ OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ALUMN>E 

ASSOCIATION. 

When more than a score of years ago our then small number of 
graduates of the Normal College banded themselves together to 
form the beginnings of our Associate Alumnae, in the constituticMi 
then framed the reason for our existence was stated in these simple 
words: "We, the graduates of the Normal College of the City 
of New York, for the purpose of preserving the friendship and 
pleasant intercourse begun during our college life, and to advance 
by every means within our power the best interests of our Alma 
Mater, do form ourselves into an association, and for our guidance 
do adopt the following constitution and by-laws." 

The keynote to this paragraph was loyalty, the paramount 
thought love and honor for our Alma Mater. In the earlier years 
the first half of this paragraph, "preserving the friendship and 
pleasant intercourse begun during our college life," we gave ex- 
pression to in our semi-annual reunions. But what responsibility 
in the years to come the latter half of the paragraph foreshadowed, 
few realized. 

As time has gone on the older ones among us have seen that 
paragraph grow almost into a volume, and are able to read and re- 
read between the lines a broader and nobler meaning. We would 
not be in touch with the spirit of the age in this, the dawn of the 
twentieth century, if we did not appreciate growing responsibili- 
ties, if we made no effort to fulfill our obligations. 

Little by little our work has grown, each year the need of new 
interests presenting themselves, until we stand to-day at the be- 
ginning of a new year of active work with a varied and interesting 
prospectus which I can only briefly present to you this afternoon. 

In reviewing this prospectus with me, will not each one men- 
tally decide to oflFer vital help in at least one department of our 
work that may appeal specially to you ? 

Our social "At Homes" are held the second Friday in each 



THE ALUMNiE NEWS. 5 

month in the Library. What better opportunity presents itself 
for meeting the officers of the Association as well as fellow-gradu- 
ates? Here can be discussed special plans of work and sugges- 
tions offered for the carrying out of these plans. The little cards 
sent with the invitation to-day give the exact dates. Will you 
not make an effort to attend at least one of these At Homes and 
bring a recruit with you — one who perhaps loves Alma Mater as 
well as when she first went out from its doors, but whose interest 
has lapsed in the many increasing demands on her time? 

The Shakespeare Committee, which has furnished us so many 
intellectual treats for a number of years, has arranged a veritable 
feast for the coming winter. A course of lessons for the study 
of Shakespearian and the Greek drama will be given on Monday 
afternoons under the leadership of Mrs. Harriet Otis Ddlenbaugh, 
who is remembered by many of us as having given a most inter- 
esting course of lectures on Browning several years ago. 

The Science Qass, owing to Mrs. Northrop's illness, was obliged 
to abandon its field days already planned, but is actively engaged 
collecting natural science material for distribution in the schools. 
In this work the Alumnae School Representative Committee ably 
co-operates. 

The Committee on Child Study have secured for the winter 
course of lectures a number of well-known speakers. Each lec- 
ture will be followed by discussion, and should prove of especial 
value to teachers. 

The Mothers' Round Table, a special feature of the Child Study 
Committee, is fortunate in having as its lecturer Dr. Henry S. 
Curtis, from Qarke University, who will give four talks on note- 
worthy characteristics of children. Discussion will follow. 

Lastly, I wish to speak briefly of our philanthropic work, name- 
ly : our Kindergarten and Settlement. From the small beginnings 
of the Kindergarten started in 1890, during Miss Merington's 
presidency, has grown our Settlement work. It is already an 
established fact, but its successful carrying out depends entirely 
on your efforts. As perhaps is known to most of you. Alumnae 
House is situated on East Seventy-second Street, a densely popu- 
lated district, and if any one doubts the possibilities of the neigh- 
borhood a walk through Seventy-second Street east will convince 
even the most skeptical — ^perhaps even oppress one with the magni- 
tude of the undertaking. 

I cannot speak too highly of those who give their time at Alum- 
nae House teaching classes, helping in the Library or devoting 
evenings to the boys* and girls' clubs. We need more helpers, but 
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if you cannot give us time, will you not aid us financially ? The 
little from the many, regular systematic giving of small sums, will 
be of the greatest value in placing our finances on a solid basis. 
Only as we Alumnae give of our means can the House be truly 
called Alumnae House. A visit there and a careful reading of the 
bulletin of the classes planned for the winter will convince you 
that we are at least taking steps in the right direction for the doing 
of true settlement work. 

To keep us in touch with the different committee meetings. 
Alumnae House news and Alumnae affairs in general, our paper. 
The ALUMNiE News, is the herald. This winter we have an 
added attraction, a College department, which a graduate of '98 
will edit. Its small price brings it within the reach of all, and it 
should have a wider circulation. 

We are all busy women, but it is ever the busy ones to whom we 
look for earnest, concentrated effort. A personal interest in one 
of our departments of work may prove a real source of rdaxation. 

In reinforcing our ranks of workers each year and enlisting the 
services of volunteers, we turn naturally to those who have but 
recently graduated, and to whom as yet have not come many inter- 
ests, especially to those who have just finished their college course 
and are starting out to put into practice principles inculcated the 
past four years — to you, the class of '98, we would especially ap- 
peal for an active, helpful support. Thus you will show first of 
all your loyalty to Alma Mater, cement college ties and friend- 
ships, and, best of all, actively enter the great field of work not 
only for self-benefit, but for the bettering of those whose lines 
have not fallen in as pleasant places as yours. 

In entering upon my duties as President of the Associate 
Alumnae, while appreciating the honor conferred, I fed to the ut- 
most the responsibilities the office bears with it, for the canying 
out successfully of the work so ably planned and carried forward 
by my predecessors. It is always more difficult to maintain a 
standard of excdlence than to create it — ^that is the problem con- 
fronting me, and it is my earnest wish to fulfill to the utmost of 
my ability my obligations to you. The strength of an organization 
is not in numbers, but in individuals, and the efficiency of officers 
of value only when sustained by each and every individual mem- 
ber. 

The measure of my success lies with you. It seems as though 
the time had come, not so much for reaching out and seeking new 
interests, but rather for the conserving and strengthening of those 
already established, endeavoring to bring them nearer to perfec- 
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tion. My one thought in undertaking the work of the next two 
years is how best to serve faithfully and loyally, not mine alone, 
but your Alma Mater. 

PRESIDENT HUNTER'S LETTER. 

(Read by Mrs. Gibson at the Alumnae Reunion.) 

Normal College, 
New York, Oct. 29, 1898. 
Mrs. Kasson C. Gibson, President Associate Alumnae, Normal 

College, New York City. 
Dear Mrs. President: 

Owing to the death of my dear friend, Mr. S. S. Packard, whose 
funeral I must attend as a pall-bearer, it will be impossible for me 
to be with you this afternoon. How much I regret my absence 
you will understand when I mention the fact that I have not 
missed a meeting of the Associate Alumnae since its organization. 

It has been my custom every year in a short address to render 
to the Associate Alumnae a brief account of my stewardship; to 
state what progress the College has made, what changes and altera- 
tions have taken place, and what are its hopes and purposes for the 
future. It was my intention this year to state more in detail our 
aims in connection with the new educational conditions and prob- 
lems ; and since I cannot be present with you in the body, although 
always with you in spirit, if you will permit it, I would like to make 
my little speech by proxy — that is to say, through the voice of the 
President of the Association. 

The physical changes during the year have been the conversion 
of the old calisthenium into a large library, divided into two nearly 
equal parts. To the eastern division has been transferred the 
Alumnae Library, together with the scientific and other apparatus 
which your Association has so generously furnished for the bene- 
fit of your younger sisters. This room will be your educational 
home — the headquarters of your various committees. At the same 
time, it goes without saying, both divisions of this new library 
will always be at your disposal. It is the intention of the Execu- 
tive Committee, under the able direction of its chairman, the Hon. 
Jacob W. Mack, to equip the library with the most approved ap- 
pliances. 

Recitation-room No. 30 has been converted into a botanical 
laboratory to enable Miss Isaacs to give the best instruction in this 
most beautiful of all the inductive sciences ; and we intend to turn 
lecture-room B into a laboratory, in which Dr. Wilson will teach 
physiology objectively. When the latter shall have been com- 
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|deted we shall have in the College four laboratories for instruc- 
tion in natural and physical science. 

Notwithstanding the establishment of high schools, which I 
advocated for years, and which I hoped would relieve the pressure 
for admission to the College, I find that the attendance has in- 
creased from 1,875 ^^ 1894 to 2,600 in October, 1898. In other 
words, 725 students have been added to the roster, with 13 addi- 
tional tutors to instruct them. You can form an idea of the de- 
mand for admission by the fact that a large number of candidates 
from high schools fitted for higher grades have been refused ad- 
mission for lack of room. In view of this unprecedented growth, 
which is only equalled by the growth of the Greater New York, 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment has cheerfully granted 
the unanimous request of the Executive Committee and of the 
Board of Trustees for an additional appropriation of $25,000. If 
"money be the sinews of war," it may be said with equal truth 
that it is also the blood and muscle of the educational system. 

I think you will remember that I have repeated over and over 
again that a good education is the only solid foundation on which 
good teaching must be built. In fact, this is a self-evident truth. 
There are, however, exceptions which only prove the truth of the 
rule. Oftentimes we find good scholars who have no aptitude for 
teaching, and poor scholars who are good teachers — ^as far as their 
limited education will permit. But the superior teacher is always 
an excellent scholar. No greater injury can befall our noble pro- 
fession than prolonged practice (as in many normal schools) on a 
narrow educational basis. It tends to create a class of teachers 
who are mere worshippers of iron-dad methods, devoid of the 
mental training which will enable them to comprehend the great 
underlying principles. 

Ever since the College was established my chief aim has been to 
raise the standard of scholarship. We began our work in 1870 
with a three years' course of instruction ; in 1880, when we found 
that the public would tolerate it, the course was raised to four 
years ; and in 1888, when much of the prejudice against the higher 
education of women at the public expense had disappeared, the 
course was raised to five years, giving the College the power to 
confer the usual academic degrees. The Normal Department, 
however, was retained for good and sufficient reasons, and it will 
be continued as long as the city is in sore need of teachers. 

We have graduated 619 young women with the degree of A.B. 
since 1892, and of this number no received the Arts d^jee last 
June. At the same time the number of Normal graduates has 
not diminished. 
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The time is not far distant when it will not be possible for any 
teacher to obtain an advanced position in the profession without a 
degree of some sort. Realizing this, the Board of Trustees, on 
the recommendation of the Faculty and the Executive Committee, 
has established a post-graduate course, by which any normal 
graduate may obtain a degree by one, two or three years study, 
according to the amount of time at her disposal. In order to 
facilitate the gaining of these outward symbols of inward grace, 
the Faculty, at a recent meeting, passed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That examinations for the degrees of A.B., S.B. and 
Pd.B. will be held on the second Thursday in May and December; 
that candidates intending to present themselves at the next exami- 
nation shall notify the College of their intention as early as the 
first of the month ; and that candidates may present themselves for 
examination in one or more subjects at the same time, and the re- 
sult of such examination will be recorded to their credit. 

The subjects of post-graduate study, with conditions and r^^- 
liations, will be printed and sent to the public schools and placed in 
the hands of Miss Rice for distribution among those who are not 
engaged in teaching. 

I intended to say a great deal more on this subject of the higher 
education of women, but I fear I have already used too much of 
yotu-time. 

Wishing you and the Associate Alumnae God-speed, I have the 
honor to be 

Your obedient servant, 

Thos. Hunter. 

COLLEQB NBW5. 

The new year at College begins with an array of alterations and 
additions, signs of vigorous life and growth. The outer face of 
the dear old building is still the same — ^we hope it always may 
remain so, for it could never seem more beautiful to us than it 
does now — ^but inside the walls there are many changes. We 
find not only new class-rooms and a new library, but other innova- 
tions which reach below the mere externals of the College life. 
Instead of the half-hour and the four hours following to which 
we were accustomed, the study time is now divided into five 
periods of about forty minutes each. Formerly the singing lesson 
came immediately after the opening exercises ; now the first and 
second periods are devoted to study. The pupils are thus enabled 
to begin their more severe work with "shining morning faces," 
and all the freshness and vigor that animates the mind early in 
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the day. The third period is occupied by music, and is fcrflowed 
by the recess. This gives a long time of relaxation from the more 
exacting mental discipline of the class-room, and the students can 
resume their work in the afternoon with renewed energy. 

The old marking system has also given place to a new order of 
things which, it is thought, will remedy an evil which has long 
been prevalent in the College. Instead of the announcement of 
the precise per cent, of each student, the work will be massed into 
its merit. If an answer is perfect both in ideas and in expression, 
it is superior — A. If perfect in sense, but faulty in phrasing, it 
is marked B. If vague and halting, requiring perhaps a suiq)le- 
mentary question from the teacher, but finally attaining the goal, 
it is marked C. But if the student manifests a dense ignorance of 
the subject, or, worse still, if she "knows perfectly but can't exactly 
remember it," it is D. There are no shades of D. At the final 
"account of stock" D means dropping from the roll for an Intro- 
ductory, and when repeated, it has the same dire consequences for 
any other student. May the D's be few ! 

The increasing number of students pouring into the Q)llege 
have required the employment of new teachers and new appara- 
tus ; these, on the principle of wheels within wheels, have necessi- 
tated further appropriations for the use of the College. The 
Board of Trustees accordingly passed a resolution to the effect 
that $25,000 should be added to the sum already appropriated for 
four great classes, marked A, B, C and D, according to merit. 
The superior students, whose per cents are between 100 and 95 
per cent., are in class A ; the excellent ones, between 95 and 85 
per cent., in class B ; the good ones, between 85 and 75 per cent, 
in class C, while those unfortunates who fall below 75 per cent, 
are in class D — which is synonymous with failure. This system 
of marking is intended to do away with the unwholesome com- 
petition for fractions of marks, and to g^ve the supremacy to 
those who best deserve it. In former years the fraction of a mark 
was the thing that determined the selection of the Valedictorian — 
a mark which might have been, and probably was, the outward 
sign of real merit — and which, on the contrary, might have been 
merely the result of one of a hundred possible petty accidents. 
Now the valedictorian will be elected by the A students, their 
choice, of course, requiring the confirmation of the President and 
the class teachers. In this way the girls themselves can select the 
ablest and most deserving of their number. This system will be 
pursued not only at the final reckoning, but through the term. 
Each separate answer will be marked A, B, C or D, according to 
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the College. A bill based upon this resolution passed both houses, 
the Assembly and the Senate, without encountering one opposing 
vote. When it was sent to the Mayor for his signature, however, 
he declined because the bill was mandatory. He had already re- 
fused to sign several bills on the same ground, and could not con- 
sistently make an exception in the case of the College. However, 
he promised to favor its passage by the Board of Apportionment 
and the City Council. It has now passed the former, and as Mr. 
Guggenheimer, an indefatigable friend of the College, is at the 
head of the City Council, there is no doubt that soon the income 
of the College will be increased from $150,000 to $175,000. This 
change will be permanent unless in course of time the high 
schools should reduce the pressure in the College so greatly that 
the force of teachers would be much diminished. Such a con- 
tingency, however, is too remote for us to contemplate. 

Amelia Burr. 

THE CONSUMERS' LEAGUE. 

When one contemplates the magnificent group of buildings on 
University Heights, that tower above the city and seem to embody 
the wealth, the intellect and the prc^ess of the metropolis, it 
seems at first glance as though they are indeed very far removed 
from the sordid, crowded quarters of the sweat-shop workers 
down on the East-side. Yet, upon reflection, they are in close 
touch with the squalid dens of the Tenth Ward. Not only does 
the University Settlement in Delancey Street bridge the vast 
chasm between them, but the mental workers in the University 
and the physical workers in the sweat-shops are bound together 
by a strong purpose, and albeit they pursue diflFerent paths, the 
road they both seek leads to the solution of the greatest problem 
of the age : The Industrial Problem. 

Professors of economics are accumulating valuable data and 
statistics, and formulating theories ; students of sociology are pur- 
suing investigations and publishing reports ; workers in the sweat- 
shop, too, are learning facts and acquiring experience — but, alas I 
at the cost of flesh and blood I 

Economists and sociologists are telling us that consumers, and 
not producers, are responsible for production. They are proving 
to us that the consumers create what they purchase, because their 
demands create the "economic wants." They make these facts 
very clear to us by forcible examples. If, for instance, we wish 
to wear common-sense shoes — shoes with round toes, low beds 
and broad soles — we have only to demand them, and our shoe^ 
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makers will quickly supply them. If we decline to wear hats 
trimmed with stuflFed birds, milliners will not buy birds, and manu- 
facturers will not procure them, and hunters will not shoot them. 
If all men suddenly ceased smoking, cigars and cigarettes would 
cease to be manufactured. We, the consumers, are really re- 
sponsible if we have low-toned, sensational newspapers, for if we 
did not support them they would die from inanition. We, the 
consumers, make our theatres what they are, for if we patronized 
only those theatres where dean, strong plays were produced, man- 
agers who presented vulgar, trashy pieces would fail. If we de- 
sire to eat clean, wholesome bread, we, the consumers, must insist 
upon wholesome conditions in bake-shops. If we wish to secure 
meat that is wholesome and milk that is pure, we, the consumers, 
must see to it that the slaughter-houses and dairies are regulated 
and maintained under sanitary conditions. And so if we earnestly 
wish to wear clothing that is made under wholesome conditions, 
we have only to insist upon proper inspection of workrooms, and 
then to demand a guarantee that our goods be made in the work- 
rooms inspected. 

The locked-out tailors paraded recently up Fifth Avenue bear- 
ing the following signs : 



IV£ ARE THE TAILORS WHO HAVE MADE 
THE COATS AND GOWNS FOR THE RICHEST 
LADIES OF 7 HE COUNTRY, WITHOUT BEING 
ABLE TO EARN ENOUGH TO KEEP OUR- 
SELVES AND FAMILIES FROM STARVATION 



Why do self-respecting women patronize tailors who pay an 
exorbitant rent in order to secure artistic show-rooms in a fashion- 
able locality, and who make their workmen pay for the rent of the 
work-rooms by taking the suits home to their living rooms to 
make? Why go to tailors who charge enormous prices for suits, 
and who pay starvation prices to the workmen who make them? 

The daughter of England's great Prime Minister, Sir Robert 
Peel, died of tjrphus fever, the result of infection from germs car- 
ried to her home in her new riding habit. It had been ordered at 
a fashionable Regent Street tailor's, but had been made in the liv- 
ing room of a wretched sweat-shop worker, whose children were 
suffering from this contagious disease. Because she was the 
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daughter of the Prime Minister the case made a great sensation, 
and was the b^^inning of the agitation which led the English Gov- 
ernment to pass a law that no goods ordered by the Govern- 
ment should be given out to be made, save under conditions regu- 
lated by the Factory Act. 

Perhaps if there were a similar law in the United States our 
soldiers would not have had cause to complain so bitterly about 
the poor quality of material and workmanship of some of the 
clothing provided for them. When profits must be divided among 
contractors or middlemen as well as manufacturers, the purchaser, 
consumer or producer must suflFer. 

One of the objects of The Consumers' League of the City of 
New York is to help form a public opinion that will lead con- 
sumers to recognize their responsibilities. The members of the 
League are convinced that the responsibility for some of the worst 
evils from which wage-earners suffer rests with the consumers 
who persist in supplying their wants without due r^;ard to con- 
ditions of production and distribution. 

Some purchasers are selfish and grasping, and care not at all 
whether a bargain represent the sweated toil of some hard-driven 
victim, or whether in the selling of it a young girl be forced to 
work through abnormally long hours at extremely low wages, 
behind a counter unprovided with seats. Other purchasers are 
merely thoughtless and have never had their attention called to 
these matters; others, again, are conscientious and high-prin- 
cipled, and would be glad to join in any effort that would tend to 
ameliorate the condition of those who produce and who sell the 
articles that we need for our comfort and our pleasure. 

To these two latter classes of purchasers The Consumers' 
League appeals. 

By the combined strength of its members it has been able to 
insist upon the establishment of certain reforms in the shops, it 
has published a "White List" of the large firms who have dealt 
justly by their employees, it has helped to pass the Mercantile Act, 
which provides for the inspection of shops, it has investigated com- 
plaints and has reported them to the Board of Health, and at 
present it is endeavoring to better the condition of sweat-shop 
workers. 

Laws cannot be enforced without a strong backing of public 
sentiment. The Consumers' League cannot do effectual work 
unless it receive the moral and financial support of the public. 
An who desire to enroll themselves as members of the League, or 
who desire to receive reports and pamphlets relating to the work, 
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should address the Secretary of The Consumers' League, United 
Charities Building, Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second Street. 
The payment of the annual sum of $i entitles one to full member- 
ship, but a group of persons — ^not more than ten — may jointly 
contribute to one membership, and the leader of the group will 
receive all the literature published by the League. 

Maud Nathan. 
ji 

ALUMNiC AT HOMES. 

The Associate Alumnae of the Normal College cordially invites 

you to meet the officers of the association on the second Friday of 

each month, 3 until 5 o'clock; Nov. 11, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, 

March 10, April 14, May 12, Park Avenue and Sixty-eighth Street. 

LITERATURE CLASS. 

On Monday, Oct. 24, 1898, the Alumnae Shakespeare and Litera- 
ture Qass will begin a course of twelve lessons on Shakespearian 
and Greek drama, under the direction of Mrs. Harriet Otis Dellen- 
baugh. 

Applications for membership may be made to Miss Rice, Aliun- 
nae Library. Anna M. Hunter, 

Chairman. 
ji 

MOTHERS* HEETING AT THE ALUMNAE HOUSE. 

Early in September many little children knocked for admission 
at the kindergarten door, and I am sorry to say there were more 
than we had room for. The fortunate ones were straightway 
made to feel at home and every effort was made to have the chil- 
dren get acquainted both with the kindergartners and with each 
other. It wasn't long before the little ones began to feel that the 
kindergarten was theirs and that its success depended on them. 

After becoming acquainted with the children we found that to 
thoroughly understand them we must know their mothers and 
their homes. 

The mothers of our little ones are hard-working women and 
have very little real pleasure, and so we thought by calling them 
together in a social way we could all get the help we needed. 

Wednesday, Oct. 26, was the afternoon set apart for the meet- 
ing, but previous to that all the homes were visited and each 
mother was given a personal invitation. The mothers seemed 
quite delighted, and many said that they would come if they 
could bring the baby. They were told to come by all means and 
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bring the baby, and the Httle ones if necessary, and this they did. 

The room was made as attractive as possible and a dainty tea 
table was arranged in one comer, and a table in another room was 
supplied with blocks and playthings for the babies. 

At half -past three a good many mothers had arrived, and it was 
not very long before they were talking with each other about the 
children and the kindergarten. Then all the different changes 
that are taking place in the outside world were brought before the 
mothers — milkweed pods, chestnut burrs, wheat, oats, acorns, 
colored leaves, cocoons, and various others. Attention was called 
to the fact that all these things were going to seed and be ready to 
grow up in the Spring. 

To the mothers these facts were as great a revelation as to the 
children, and many of them had never seen such things before. 

By and by we had a little music and some of the kindergarten 
songs were sung, then came a little talk about punishing the chil- 
dren, punctuality and cleanliness, and a few helpful suggestions 
were given by the mothers themselves. 

It was really astonishing how interested they all seemed. 

Coffee and cakes were served to the mothers and milk to the 
little ones. 

All this time the babies were having a beautiful time in the 
other room playing with balls and blocks, and the mothers were 
for a short time relieved of their burden. Just before going home 
the children who had come with their mothers played a few games 
and then the **Good-by" was sung and "all went on their way 
rejoicing." Gertrude Sawyer, 

Kindergartner. 
ji 

CHILD STUDY. 

The Committee on Child Study has resumed its work along the 
usual lines. The first meeting will be held on Thursday, Nov. 3, 
when the Psychology of Suggestion and its Importance in the 
Training of Children will be discussed. The great authority oa 
child study, Prof. M. V. O'Shea, of the University of Wisconsin, 
has consented to address the meeting. Prof. O'Shea is well 
known among teachers and students of psychology. He is here 
at present, giving a course of lectures at the Brooklyn Institute. 
The meeting will be held in Lecture Room B, Normal College, at 
4 p. M. All interested are cordially invited to attend. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 7, Dr. James P. Haney, Supervisor of 
Manual Training in the New York City schools, will speak on 
"Seguin and His Successors." 



»» 
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The Mothers' Round Table will hold its meetings on Tuesdays 
at 2:30 p. M. Dr. Henry S. Curtis, who was engaged by the 
Board of Education to collect data relating to children in our 
vacation schools and playgrounds, will give a course of lectures, 
to be followed by discussion. Topics : 

Nov. 22— "The Restless and the Quiet Child." 

Nov. 29— "Children's Fears." 

Dec. 6— "The Natural Religion of Children." 

Dec. 13 — "The Moral Education of Children." 

All are welcome to attend these lectures. 

From October to June the Committee will hold meetings on the 
second Tuesday of each month. In November, however, the day 
has been changed on account of election day, and the first meeting 
will be held on the third Tuesday, Nov. 15. The topic for dis- 
cussion will be "Dr. Miinsterburg's Attitude on Child Study. 
Opening address by the chairman. Dr. E. I. Conant. L. B. 



FOR THE EMBROIDERY CLASS. 

This class for girls of eleven to fourteen is under charge of 
Miss Minnie H. Stem, who had a class for girls during the sum- 
mer in drawn work. Knowing that many ladies have unfinished 
pieces of work — some that may have been planned or b^[un dur- 
ing the vacation, but now that the busy days have come will be 
put aside — we would suggest that if any of our readers have such 
pieces to spare they would be of much value to the class in em- 
broidery, and any sort, from designs in simple outlining of shoe 
or button bags to more elaborate centre pieces. 

We are still in need of helpers. Some have oflFered, and they 
are fully appreciated; but we need especially some one to take 
charge of the dressmaking class on Thursday evening, and after- 
noon and evening cooking class teachers ; also a teacher for nature 
study class. 

Eight of the older girls assisted in sewing at the Reunion at 
College on the 29th, a treat which they will remember for a long 
time, we are sure, for we have already been asked whether they 
would ever have anotfier chance to hdp at the Coll^;e. 



-=DECEMBF.R, 



THE 
ALUMNiE NEWS 



PUBLISHED BY 

THE ASSOCIATE ALUMN/F 

OK THE 

NORMAL COLLEGE 

CITY OF NEW YORK 




NEW YORK: 

THE ASSOCIATE Al.UMN.i: NORMAL COLLEGE 

Park Ave. am> Sixtv-Eic;iith St 



GOLDEN- ROD BOOKS «>r™ 

By John H. Haaren. A.M. SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

Brightest Books for Primary Grades j Thw'Sd^iSLS'ReS^ 

I. Rhymes and Fables, - 12 cents. III. Fairy Life, ... 20 cents. 

II. 5on8:s and Stories, - - 15 cents. IV. Ballads and Tales, 25 cents. 

Attractive illustrations. Clear press-work. Artistic binding. Tales of Legend and Romance 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING BETTER Jhi. series wiii interest you. 

— — ^ ^._,^,„^_,,^^,,„„^„^^,,,^„^ Lnildren s cias«iios, puny 

proverbs, the fables which are the common heritage of the Aryan people have been included, with 
the cherished nursery lore of generations, corrksi'onuknce invited. 

IWrsity^PuW^ 

IVORY MINIATURES. CARBONS. CRAYONS AND PASTELS. 

PACH BROS., 

'^ ^"new ySSc''' ^'' l^^Photographers 

GOLD A.ND SIl.VHR MKOAL AWAKI»ED AT THE AC^l'ARIJM KXMIUITION, HERI.IN, 18Sr7. 

0. EGGELINQ, Aquarist, Manufacturer of Aquariums and Terrariums. 

IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC FISH. PLANTS, ETC. 
ORNAMENTS AND NATURAL ROCKWORK (TUFFSTONE). REPTILES AND BATRACHIANS. 

72 EAST 125th STREET Between Park and Madison Aves. 
BRANCH STORE, 121 4th AVENUE, East Side, Bet. 12th and 13th Sts 

In the Hranch Store I keep Aquariums, Terrariums and their supplies evclusively. No ronnection with any 
other Bird Stort* on 4tb Avenue. Illustrated Price Lists on Aquariums, Plants and Fish, free upon application. 

^ I ^ -j should send for a list of books devoted to 

1 CQ^CllCrS ^^^y^'^"^^^ Education and published in 

SPALDING'S ATHLETIC LIBRARY 



SPALDING'S HOME LIBRARY is devoted to 
games and amusements for the home circle. 



^ 



Per Gopy, lo Cents 

AMERICAN SPORTS PUBLISHING CO. 

i6 AM) iS Park Pi.ack, Nkw York. 



THE ONLY SHEFFIELD FARMS STORES IN HARLEM.... 

Main Store an. 1 ( )fri. e, 1993 SEVENTM AVE., Near uoth St. Teief^hone Cull^SyS HurUm 

I'.rancli, 336a SEVENTH AVE . Near i.^jd M Farms at Bloomvllle, Delaware Co. 

P.raii. h. 1717 AnSTERDAM AVE , Cor. 145th St. .^^Km^a^^^^^^JS^y^ York. 

H. S. TUTHILL, Proprietor. 

MILK, CREAM, BUTTER AND EGGS, Fresh cLxily from th,- luirms. Delicious 
P.ntl< rinilk, pot Clicrse ami Sweet Piitt«:r madt; fresh, <laily. at our Laboratory in the city. 

INVESTIGATE YOUR HII-K 5UPPLY- It is a duty v<.n -.utr your family. We court a most thorr-ucb 

iuvi.'sti^ati'Mi, arul wc will prove to you tlial we li.ive the rii lu:>>t ami purest, a** well as the most s;4i]itary 
harulleil farm produ. t^ liiat eaii h.; ..htaiued. THE SHEFFIELD FARM^. 



Gt:0. F. OF, 

— r iiT^e r rames 



OK 



No. 4 CjJNioN Pi,ACR (West 8lh St.) Near Broadway, 

WORKS OF ART FRAMED WITH ARTISTIC JUDGMENT. 



PURCHASERS WILL KINDLY MENTION THE ♦*NEWS" 



The Alumnae News 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THB 

ASSOCIATE ALUMN.C OF THE NORMAL COLLEGE 

CITY OF NEW YORK. 



Editor, EUGENIA A. WINANS. 

'cj'. • I c a ) LouiSR Bruckman, ) Child Study and Kindergarten 
Editorial Staff : ^ Amelia Burr, f College Department. 

„ X* \ ESTELLE M. ISAACS. 

Business Managers: ] eMILIE FRIES. 

Treasurer, MISS AUGUSTA MOTT, 67 East 77th Street. 



Subscription, 50 cts. a year. Single Copies, 10 cts. 



Send all Subscriptions to Miss Augusta Mott, 67 East 77th Street. 
Send all business communications to Estells M. Isaacs, 110 East 73d Street. 
Send all MSS. and other correspondence to 
Eugenia A. Winans. 221 West I85th Street. 



Vol. IV. DECEMBER, 1898. No. 8. 

EDITORIAL. 

It is well that once a year the time comes when we are forcibly 
impressed with the value of doing for others less fortunate than 
ourselves. In these busy days, when the world is so frequently 
pulling at our purse-strings, it is sometimes hard to realize there 
are others less fortunate than ourselves. But as Christmas time 
approaches, giving seems to be in the very air we breathe. Even 
the secular press holds this persistently before our eyes. The true 
blessings of Christmas come only through open-heartedness and 
open-handedness. 

To us, graduates of one College, members of one Association, 
our responsibility seems clear. 

We have established an important work in the Alumnae House. 
It has many organizations all working for the uplifting of the 
people. In each of these organizations there must be some obser- 
vation of the Time of Good Cheer. We are the ones to provide 
it. 

Dr. Langworthy will be glad to receive donations of any kind, 
toys, games, books or money. Let us do all we can to give each 
member of the Alumnae House "A Merry Christmas." 
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AN OPPORTUNITY. 

To the children of the Training School Thanksgiving, itself, 
brings many things to be grateful for. One of these is an op- 
portunity. Of the work of their older sisters in East Seventy- 
second Street they have often heard, and, on the day before 
Thanksgiving, it is their privilege, also, to do something for 
Alumnae House. 

The appeal for food and clothing is met by many who are very 
happy to place what they can give in the hands of those who will 
wisely distribute it. Thoughtful and prudent are these younger 
brothers and sisters in the selection of their gifts. Packages of 
substantial, wholesome groceries with here and there a glass of 
jelly or a bag of fruit " for someone who may be sick," are the 
burdens that do not weigh as their lovers carry them to the room 
where the packing is done. Often for weeks at a time has the 
wolf been driven from the door of a family deprived of its bread- 
winners by these well-chosen supplies that can be kept and used 
as they are most needed. 

Great are the possibilities within the parcels of clothing that 
accumulate in their corner of the packing room! Latent warmth 
and happiness will be developed from them. 

We know which is more blessed, but the Training School chil- 
dren hope that the children on the East Side may be as glad to 
receive as they are to give. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the kind friends who 
take charge of these contributions and see that they reach the ones 
who most need them. May Palmer. 



NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN>C HOUSE, 

446 East 72d Street. 

The Sunday evening concerts at the Settlement, for which plans 
were suggested in the September News, have come even in this 
short time to be a success. The original design was simply to 
entertain in an informal way our young neighbors who, accus- 
tomed to being in the street all day, accumulate by Sunday even- 
ing, the natural result of continued idleness, a lawlessness which 
all the week it is difficult to overcome. To counteract this in- 
fluence we felt that a pleasant home opened to them (they have 
often asked to come in), and some good story or beautiful music 
would be an elevating influence, a helpful education. 
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The first concert was given October 2d, and Mr. Louis Isaacs 
kindly volunteered to furnish the music. There were thirty- 
young people who listened gladly to several fine piano selections 
and then joined in singing some favorite songs, such as "Amer- 
ica," "Old Folks at Home" and "Home, Sweet Home." Each 
succeeding week the audience has grown; the first Sunday in No- 
vember it numbered 75, the following week 125 — more than we 
can seat in our small parlors. 

Miss Rosalie Loew and Miss Helen Tanzer have been very 
kindly interested in providing musicians for many of the evenings; 
and some others have volunteered for later dates, but we would be 
very glad if we might be sure of more help. If you can give one 
evening, let us know when we may count on you for that, or if 
you have friends upon whom you can call, will you not be re- 
sponsible for more than one evening? 

The entertainments have varied, consisting sometimes solely of 
piano selections, two evenings the mandolin, sometimes a few 
songs in concert, and last week we allowed some of the little ones 
to sing and recite. We found this to be a great incentive to good 
behavior. One of the worst girls in the neighborhood, who has 
caused us much anxiety and with whom we have tried every sort 
of suasion known to us, asked to recite a poem on "Obedience," 
and thereby has been won to a few days of unprecedented be- 
havior. To be sure there is always the possibility that it may not 
last, but if she realizes the fitness of "practising what she 
preaches" for a time, it is a gain; and if the Sunday evening con- 
certs have done no more than to be an inspiration to strength in 
the life of one young girl they h^ve paid for their trouble. 

The audience have varied from the few young people who be- 
long to the house, to their friends, and now a number of fathers 
and mothers come with their little ones, some obtaining here the 
only bright spot in their busy, burdened lives. 

The concert hour is from 8 to 9, but we find our steps crowded 
long before the opening hour. Then, too, some of our friends 
have been delayed in coming, so that opening the doors a little 
early to fill up the time, we have read a good story — some of 
Stockton's, some from magazines, and lastly, which interested 
most deeply, the story of "Patsy," by Kate Douglas Wiggin. 

As we must close our entertainments promptly at nine in order 
that the younger ones may go home at the appointed time, we 
would here kindly urge all of our friends to make due allowance 
for cars and distances, that we may begin promptly at 8, and so 
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teach that lesson of system and order which is of special impor- 
tance here. 

Whether by this means we shall be able to improve the tone of 
the neighborhood will depend, as far as the Sunday night concert 
is concerned, on the co-operation of those earnestly interested. 

If our friends will give of their best talent and be on hand 
promptly, we will endeavor to provide sufficient seating capacity 
to make our guests comfortable and hope before the winter is over 
to have at all times the most courteous attention. A. L. L. 



NORMAL COLLEGE ALUMN>C HOUSE. 

winter off 1898-99. 

DAILY. 
9-12 A. M. Kindergarten — Miss Gertrude Sawyer in charge, 
Miss Amey Angell, assistant. 

MONDAY. 

3-5 p. M. Free Circulating Library — Miss Ella Kate Chamberlin 
in charge; assistants: Miss Glassel, Miss Loew, Miss Mendes, 
Miss Spiegelberg, Misses Tanzer. 

3 *30-5 P. M. Embroidery Class — Miss Minnie H. Stem. 

4-5 p. M. Physical Culture Class — Miss Nettie Specht in charge, 
Miss Edith Tanzer, assistant. 

7:30-8 P. M. Literature Class — Miss Clara Byrnes. 

8-9 p. M. Free Circulating Library — Miss Caroline Bruckman. 

8-9 p. M. Physical Culture Class — Miss Louisa Bruckman in 
charge; assistants: Miss Sawyer, Miss Fletcher and Miss 
Pniower. 

TUESDAY. 

4-5 p. M. Sewing Class — Miss Magdalene Schleunzen in charge; 
assistants: Miss Emily Schleunzen and Miss Loos. 

7:30-8 p. M. Scrap-Book Class — Miss Clara Byrnes. 

8-9 p. M. Singing Class — Mrs. Arthur Mees. 

8-9 p. M. Free Circulating Library — Miss Mary Waas in 
charge. Miss Steiner, assistant. 

8-9 p. M. Cooking Class — Dr. Gertrude G. Mack. 

4-5 p. M. Dolls' Dressmaking Class — Miss Elizabeth Macintosh 
in charge; assistants: Miss Van Cott and Miss Chamberlin. 

7-8 p. M. Typewriting Qass — Miss Elizabeth Boos. 

8-9 p. M. Stenography Class — Mr. W. J. Terwilliger in charge; 
assistants: Dr. Mack and Dr. Gillette. 
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THURSDAY. 

4-5 p. M. Cooking Class — Miss Josephine Earle. 

4-5 p. M. Clothing Committee — Mrs. Anderson in charge. Miss 
Fletcher, assistant. 

8-8:30 p. M. Physical Culture Class — Mr. T. Alva E. Stem. 

8:30-9:15 p. M. Social Hour, Anchor Club (Boys) — Miss Clara 
Byrnes. 

8-9 p. M. Dressmaking Class — Dr. Langworthy, pro tem, Miss 
Van Holland, assistant. 

FRIDAY. 

3:30-4:30 p. M. Physical Culture Class — Miss Estelle Isaacs, 
Miss Marks, Miss Werner and Miss Isaacs. 

7:30-8:15 p. M. Singing Class — Miss Emily Long. 

8:15-9 p. M. Social Hour, Stars and Stripes Club (Girls) — Miss 
Long. 

7:30-8:30 p. M. Penny Provident Fund Bank — Miss Janet 
Long. 

7:45-9 p. M. Free Circulating Library — Mrs. Marion Goldman. 

SATURDAY. 

7:30-8 p. M. Physical Culture Qass — Mr. Louis C. Gillespie. 

8-9:30 p. M. Social Hour, Young Americans Patriotic Club^ 
Mr. Gillespie in charge ; assistants : Mr. Sam Gillespie, Miss Win- 
terton and Dr. Langworthy. 

SUNDAY. 
8-9 p. M. Concert. 

SPECIAL DATES. 

4-5 p. M. Sunbeam Club — Second and fourth Thursdays in 
month, Miss Rosine Haas. 

3-5 p. M. Mother's Meeting — Last Wednesday in month, Miss 
Sawyer, Miss Angell, Dr. Langworthy. 

8-9 p. M. German Conversation Qass — Every third Wednesday, 
Miss Helen H. Tanzer. 

COOKING CLASS. 

Two cooking teachers are needed, there being twenty girls in a 
section, and only ten can be well taught in our limited quarters at 
a time. The first ten girls who joined in each section have the 
teachers; while the others are waiting for their appointed lesson. 
The younger section meets Wednesday afternoon, older ones 
Wednesday evening. 
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PENNY PROVIDENT FUND BANK. 

It is desirable to extend this most useful department. While 
the Friday evening branch is very fully attended by young and 
older ones, there are many little neighbors who have not begun to 
save their pennies; and as there are so many children here for the 
library on Monday, it would seem a favorable opportunity to start 
another branch. 

SUNBEAM CLUB. 

Since the last issue Miss Rosine Haas has volunteered to de- 
vote two hours a month to the little girls of the House. 

They were overjoyed at the thought of a club, and chose a name 
and oiHcers with great enthusiasm. 

Now, we are anxious to give to the girls of from ii to 14 a 
Social Hour, as they are the only section belonging to the House 
without some regular social privilege. 

Who will give of her time, if not every week, twice a month to 
these girls, hungry for a little happiness? 

WANTED. 

Teachers — For Sewing class on Tuesday afternoon. 

For Dressmaking class on Thursday night. 
For Cooking classes on Wednesday afternoon and 
evening. 
Penny Provident, Monday afternoon. 



SECOND ANNUAL DINNER 

OF THE 

THOilAS HUNTER ASSOCIATION OF GRAMMAR SCHOOL 35. 

It was a notable assemblage that gathered in the ball-room at 
Sherry's on the night of November 12th. Doctors, lawyers, 
merchants, teachers, army officers, city officials, and a senator 
were numbered among them. Men of wealth, men of learning, 
men of position had here gathered together to unite in honoring 
the one man to whom each and all owed a great part of whatever 
success in life he had achieved. 

Dr. Hunter's great heart must have stirred within him as he 
gazed upon his "boys," here representing the pulsing life of a 
great community, and realized that in every useful or beneficent 
act of theirs he could trace the imprint of his own handiwork. 
And these men realized it, too. They showed their appreciation 
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and gratitude by the very fact of their giving this dinner, by their 
respectful attitude toward their former master, and by word of 
mouth in the after-dinner speeches. 

Mr. Charles Putzel (president of the Association) delivered the 
opening address of greeting. In a few well-chosen words he 
called attention to the object of the meeting, and expressed the 
'boys' " love and gratitude to their "honorary member." In clos- 
ing he said: 

**The Normal College girls claim you as their exclusive prop- 
erty, but this association contests that claim. I throw down the 
gauntlet to any Normal College graduate here present, to dispute 
that we, the boys of "35," were President Hunter's first love." 

"I accept that challenge," rang out a clear, womanly voice from 
the "Ladies' Gallery," as Miss Edith Fowler, '90, rose to defend 
the Associate Alumnae of the Normal College. "Why, your as- 
sociation has lost whatever right it once had to Dr. Hunter. The 
statute outlaws a claim that has lain dormant for twenty years, and 
you gentlemen have waited twenty-eight years before advancing 
yours upon Dr. Hunter — thereby missing twenty-eight good din- 
ners! On the other hand, we College girls, by banding ourselves 
together in the Associate Alumnae, have for over twenty-five years 
tried to show our love and loyalty to our Alma Mater, and our 
beloved president. We will not give you President Hunter, ex- 
cept for the occasion of your annual reunion!" 

This speech was greeted with warm applause, and to show the 
victorious Alumnae that they bore her no ill-will after their defeat 
in the tourney of words, the committee presented her with a large 
bouquet of chrysanthemums from the head table. 

Mr. Putzel then requested Dr. Hunter to take the floor, and 
frankly tell which he loved the best, his boys or his girls. 

"How happy would I be were other dear charmer away," began 
Dr. Hunter. "I have been moved, deeply moved by this double 
compliment, the first by 250 gentlemen, and then by this lady, 
representing the Normal College. When men like you, represen- 
tatives of every walk in life, come to greet their old teacher after 
30 years, it makes one rejoice that he has done some little good 
in this life. The word spoken is like a stone thrown, it never re- 
turns. If I have ever spoken one that has inspired you to nobler 
aims or acts, I am sufficiently rewarded. I am not vain enough to 
imagine that all this ovation is for me personally. In honoring 
me you honor the great public school system of the United States ; 
and well may you honor that system. It was the public school 
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system that carried us through the Revolution; it was the public 
school system that enabled the young republic to successfully meet 
on the high sea the mightiest nation of Europe. It was the public 
school system that carried the Stars and Stripes under Scott to the 
towers of Montezuma. The pubHc school preserved the Union 
during the mightiest rebellion of this century. The public school 
enabled the Americans under Dewey, Sampson and Schley to dis- 
pose of the Spanish fleets, as though the sea had opened and 
swallowed them up. The public schools made our admirals and 
generals. Whence came they? From the great public schools of 
AnnapoHs and West Point." 

The speaker went on to expand still further upon this subject, 
until we all felt what a grand thing it was to be graduates of the 
great system that carries out in its highest form that central 
thought of republicanism, ''that all men were created free and 
equal." 

"And now," said Dr. Hunter, "I come to a point where I feel as 
must have felt the little boy, who, when asked which he loved best, 
his father or his mother, replied that he *loved them both best.' 
It is hard to say which I love best, my boys or my girls. I think 
I love them both best — perhaps the girls a little better. (Ap- 
plause.) I found the average boy in the class-room truthful, 
manly, honest. He'll skip his lesson when he can, and in the old 
days of corporal punishment he would take his whipping like a 
man. But the girl is more skillful, more desirous of doing her 
duty, more faithful. There is something very sweet, pleasant and 
charming about a young girl between the ages of fifteen and 
twenty. (Applause.) She is more governed by her conscience 
than the boy. You can't persuade a boy to study himself into bad 
health, but we often have to warn our girls at the College that they 
are working too hard. Up to the age of twenty the girl is a better 
student than the boy. She is two years more mature than he. 
After he is twenty, the young man goes on, he is compelled to be 
a breadwinner, while the girl stops her studies to make the broth 
and mind the baby. 

Perhaps no one has ever better defined woman's relation to man 
than the poet Tennyson ; and with your permission I will read his 
words : 

Perhaps there could have been no fitter ending for this beautiful 
speech than those famous words, beginning: 

"For woman is not undeveloped man but diverse." 

In closing Dr. Hunter feelingly said how much he thanked God 
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that his life had been cast in such pleasant places^ where he found 
it "more blessed to receive than to give." 

There followed toasts to "The Ladies/' by Ex-Com. Dewitt 
Seligman; "the Teacher's Happy Lot," by Andrew J. Whiteside; 
"School Reminiscences," Rev. Chas. P. Fagnani; "Bench and 
Bar," Hon. Ashbel P. Fitch; "The Grammar Boy in Public Life," 
Senator Cantor, and the "35 Boy in the Spanish-American War," 
by Major Frank Keck, of the 71st Regiment. 

As we wended our way homeward these words rang through 
my mind: 

"And His children shall rise up and call Him blessed." 

Catalina V. Paez. 



REPORT OF LECTURE ON THE PSYCHOLOGY OF 

SUGGESTION. 

By Professor O'Shea. 

Before beginning the lecture, the speaker stated that he wished 
to make an experiment, testing the keenness of sight of those 
present. Unrolling a chart, the professor asked the audience to 
read aloud as quickly as possible from the same. When this was 
done, the chart was quietly laid aside without comment, and the 
topic for the day taken up. 

Many experiments were described, showing how children can 
be acted upon by suggestion. In the Buffalo Training School, 
children in the 4th grade were asked, after a talk on odors, if they 
thought they could detect the smell of wood violet if sprayed into 
the air. Upon receiving an affirmative reply, the experimenter 
poured some distilled water into a phial and sprayed it into the 
air. Immediately all hands were raised, indicating that the pupils 
had detected the odor of violet. 

In another class tastes were being discussed. Sugar, salt and 
quinine were spoken of and the children were sure they could 
identify the taste of each. The experimenter then passed around, 
placing a drop of water on the tongue of each, when all firmly 
declared that the sweet taste of sugar was plainly discerned. 
When the quinine (so-called, but in reality only distilled water) 
was passed around, the children first tested made such wry faces 
that the others absolutely refused to try it. In Clarke University 
one girl was actually ill for two or three days, due to the taste of 
quinine, which in reality was never given. These and other tests 
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show how easy it is to suggest sensations to children. Indeed, 
not only children^ but adults can be made to experience sensation 
by means of suggestion. As proof of the last statement the chart 
from which a list of words had been read at the beginning of the 
hour was again brought out^ and, to the amazement of all, pre- 
sented the following combinations: 

WISOCNSIN (Read Wisconsin). 
MINENEOSTA (Read Minnesota). 
MASASACHUETTS (Read Massachusetts). 
CHLID SUTDY (Read Child Study). 
PREISDENT (Read President). 
CARELSES (Read Careless). 
WORTHTLSES (Read Worthless). 

The law underlying this action (reading as words combinations 
of letters resembling those words) is "If part of an impression be 
revived, the rest can be revived," or "Some elements of a sensa- 
tion being recalled, the entire memory of that sensation is brought 
back." In these and other similar cases, the revived image takes 
possession of consciousness so thoroughly as to cause a ready 
belief in the entire reproduction of the idea. 

In extreme forms, this revival by suggestion is used in hypno- 
tism, sleight-of-hand performances and jugglery. In h)rpnotism 
it is possible to suggest the most impossible things, which there- 
upon appear real to the subject. 

There is also a sort of self-hypnotism brought about by fatigue. 
This condition leads to revery, in which memory is exalted, while 
the senses are depressed. Then actual experiences may be 
ignored, while one lives in a world of dreams. 

A picture may be revived by language. A certain word is 
heard, and immediately an image is aroused in consciousness. 
Under some conditions this revived image takes such entire pos- 
session of consciousness that the mind loses the power of critical 
examination. 

The application of the principle of suggestion to the training of 
children is of the most vital consequence. To suggestion is due 
much of the miscalling of words in the school-room. The child 
mind does not possess a tendency to careful examination. Hence 
the sight of cat, recalls by suggestion rat. This is a natural error, 
when one considers how entirely new all this is to the child. 
Harsh and severe criticism will not help the matter; for severe 
criticism distracts the attention, while concentrated attention is 
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necessary in order to discriminate. Instead of fault findings then, 
lead the child to examine more carefully and thus find differences. 

Indeed^ many errors of this kind might be allowed to pass^ as 
they are largely matters of life period and the child will grow 
through them. This is ofTered as a plea for the greatest sympathy 
with children just learning to read. 

It is the power of suggestion that often leads to misspelling. 
Immediately on seeing the beginning of a word, the child recog- 
nizes the whole word, and thus fails to concentrate attention on 
the letters of the middle part. Hence he forgets how the middle 
looks and does not realize the fact till he tries to spell the word and 
fails. This fault can be overcome by directing attention to the 
middle parts of words, which are the parts oftenest misspelled. 
Of course suggestion must not be held responsible for all mistakes 
in spelling, but only those of a certain class as mentioned above. 
The principle of suggestion applies in other ways to all subjects. 
To get the activity of the child on any subject, the teacher must 
be careful not to project her own judgment into the child's mind. 
The highest characteristic of successful teaching is to lead the 
child to make his own examination and draw his own inferences. 

So-called lying in children is often due to the reproduction as 
real of images formed in his own brain. Children often fail to 
discriminate as to whether images are revived in memory or ac- 
tually exist. They read out into nature things which are revived 
in memory or fancy. This leads to the poetic interpretation of 
nature. For this reason, young children love mythology, which 
must not, however, be continued till too late in life. By the age 
of twelve children should be able to carry on scientific examina- 
tion. 

Ideas aroused in the mind in any way have a strong tendency 
to find expression in bodily action. In the child, the power to 
inhibit impulses to act is weak, but increases with growth; hence 
the child's great bodily activity. Ideas cannot be negative, but 
may have a negative aspect. In prohibiting any act, the mere 
mention of it suggests the idea to the child, and this thought finds 
expression in muscular action. If some motion is required of 
pupils, arouse all the associations connected with the act, and they 
will tend to reproduce the act. 

Evil cannot be uprooted by holding it before the view and con- 
demning it. Public punishments have always been found to re- 
sult in an increase of the wrong, due to suggestion. The better 
way to obtain good conduct is to anticipate evils and in a positive 
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way suggest the opposite, not mentioning the wrong thing at all. 
Surround the child by an environment which shall be a constant 
incentive to right action. The strongest influence in discipline 
is the teacher's personality. Language is of course necessary, 
but a quiet teacher makes a quite class. Self-control is conta- 
gious. 

There are subconscious regions of the soul which respond un- 
consciously to imitation. Therefore, as far as possible a teacher, 
especially in a large city, should cultivate composure and restful- 
ness; he should present in his own person positive, straight lines 
of action in the right direction. Surround the child by pure and 
good influences, so as to aid him in building up a beautiful char- 
acter. L. B. 



•93 CLASS DINNER. 

On Saturday, November nth, the Classicals of '93 had their 
annual reunion in the College Calistheneum. A pretty custom 
that, of devoting a few hours of one day out of every 365 to the 
renewing of College friendships, the recalling of half-forgotten 
memories and the reawakening of earlier enthusiasms. 

This, out Fifth Class Dinner — can we call it our wooden anni- 
versary? — was fitly celebrated by the presence of some of the in- 
structors of our senior year; and those that could not attend sent 
some few words of greeting or God-speed, so making some slight 
amends for their absence. 

We parted at graduating one hundred and twenty strong, we 
met after a lapse of five years thirty — weak! Not a very good 
showing perhaps; but still the discouraging announcement of one 
of our girls, "that at the same rate of decrease, in two years' time 
we would be a thing of the past," can scarce be received in the 
light of a prophecy, for there are surely some few trusty persons 
who can always be relied upon for their loyalty to class and Col- 

AC^C • • • . 

How many of our girls have entered higher spheres! We have 
a lawyer, a doctor, three kindergarteners and scores of teachers, 
four can be seen on the College platform, and a dozen or more 
have ascended the marriage altar. 

These strange names and occupations, and likewise the knowl- 
edge that unfamiliar faces are daily in our old familiar places, g^ve 
us a feeling of aloofness, of homesickness almost, when we enter 
the building, so changed since our days. 
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Still different aims and duties cannot eradicate among class- 
mates the feeling of kinship, which will be kept alive by at least 
one abiding interest in common — love and gratitude toward our 
Alma Mater. 



MISS KEITH'S CLASSES. 

For the benefit of the Normal College Alumnae Settlement, the 
Settlement Committee offers a course of lessons in water color as 
a help in nature study. The work will be under the direction of 
Miss Virginia S. Keith, and will consist chiefly in painting from 
natural objects, with special reference to methods of teaching 
brush-work to children. The lessons will be given in the Normal 
College on Saturday mornings, from 10 to 11:30 o'clock, com- 
mencing December 3d. This class will be limited to 25. Terms: 
$3.00 for 10 lessons to Alumnae members; $3.50 to others. One 
dollar will purchase paint-box, water-color block and all material. 

Also a course of lessons in blackboard drawing, designed to 
assist Kindergarteners and other teachers in illustrating Games, 
Poems and Stories, Reading, Number, Geography, History, etc., 
both in rapid outline and in color. This class, which will be 
limited to 50, will be held in the Normal College, weekly, com- 
mencing Wednesday, January 18, 1899, from four to five o'clock, 
but members may come at 3 130 for extra practice and criticisms. 
Terms : $2.00 for 10 lessons to Alumnae members ; $2.50 to others. 

Communications regarding either course may be sent to Miss 
V. S. Keith, Normal College. 



COLLEGE NEWS. 

The principal event at College during the past month was the 
Classical Banquet, held on November 7th, in the Gymnasium. 
The festal hall was decorated as usual with the familiar orange and 
white, so dear to the hearts of all Classicals, and all the arrange- 
ments reflected great credit upon the committee. A marked and 
welcome innovation was the inviting of the four junior instructors. 

The address of welcome was delivered by Miss Foerster, who 
then introduced President Hunter as Toast-Master. The Presi- 
dent's remarks were greeted with enthusiastic applause, and were 
followed by one of Professor Dundon's inimitable speeches. The 
class also had the pleasure of hearing remarks by Professor Gil- 
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let, Professor Aubert, Professor Burgess and Professor Woods. 
The toasts were as follows: 

The Class of '99 — Response by Miss Hopkins. 

Our Normal Sisters — Miss Bock. 

The New C. C. 5 — Miss Cahalan. 

The Class of 1900— Miss Sardy. 

The Alpha Beta Gamma Society — Miss Michels. 

The Philomathean Society — Miss Weeks. 

The Echo — Miss Goodrich. 

The Alma Mater — Miss Cone. 

The speeches and toasts were interspersed with musical selec- 
tions by the Alpha Beta Gamma Quartette^ under the leadership 
of Miss Ritzer, and the Alpha Beta Gamma Mandolin Qub, a new 
institution which proved itself an undisputed success. The pro- 
gramme closed with the singing of Auld Lang Syne by all pres- 
ent, followed by three rousing cheers. As usual, the exercises 
were followed by dancing and singing, putting a merry close to a 
delightful afternoon. 

It gives us great pleasure to announce that the College paper, 
The Echo, is in an unusually flourishing state. The paper has 
been increased in size, and its circulation has enlarged in propor- 
tion. It has been beautified by a new cover design, and alto- 
gether is a publication of which any college might well be proud. 
The Echo should return thanks to her new staff for her augmented 
prosperity. 

The editor. Miss Goodrich, is a very able and faithful worker, 
whose executive ability is only exceeded by her patience and con- 
scientiousness. Her earnest and talented assistants are Miss Van 
Orden, Miss Lawrence, Miss Lobingier, Miss Harris and Miss 
Hildebrand. With such a captain and such a crew we may con- 
fidently predict a smooth voyage for The Echo during the coming 
winter. 

The College girls have long sighed for a real fraternity, a gen- 
uine secret society, with mysterious Greek initials, g^esome rites 
of initiation, and a Vow. At last the long-desired fraternity — or 
rather, sorority — has made its appearance. The new-comer's 
name is Gamma Tau Kappa. Unfortunately, there is a great 
dearth of publishable details, so we take the liberty of quoting a 
brief sketch of the aims and object of the fraternity, given by one 
of the officers to a reporter of one of the daily papers. 

"The foundation of a new secret fraternity in the Normal Col- 
lege of this city is as welcome as it is surprising. The only exist- 
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ing organizations there at present are the two literary societies, 
the Philomathean and the Alpha Beta Gamma, and the Glee Club, 
all of which hold open meetings. The advent of a real fraternity 
will be of benefit to the College in every direction. The literary 
ability of the students will undergo constant improvement, and the 
moral standards ought to be effectually kept up, for of course the 
number of members will be limited, and the whole College will be 
striving to merit in every way selection by the august body. 

"Then, too, will there be a lasting bond of sympathy between 
the Alumnae and their Alma Mater. The society will be an incen- 
tive to all and a much-desired tie between the two literary societies 
now existing in friendly rivalry. 

"The establishment of a real, properly instituted fraternity will 
be of value to the Normal College in the eyes of the outside world. 
People will give the recognition so long deserved and so little 
rendered to its academic course and realize that, nearly reaching 
a university standard now, with the elimination of the introduc- 
tories, in another year it will do so completely. 

"Secret societies are so provokingly evasive that it is a difHcult 
matter to learn much about them. Literary work and the assur- 
ance of a firm friendship among a few congenial spirits, the bet- 
terment of the College as its aim, these are some of the purposes 
held in view by the Alpha Chapter of the Gamma Tau Kappa Fra- 
ternity." 



NOVEMBER AT HOnE. 

What magic charm lies in a cup of tea? It must be there, else 
whence that spirit of good will and good cheer that shone from 
every face at the first Alumnae At Home of the season. 

It was interesting to watch the varied expressions of the faces, 
particularly of those who were making their first call, as it were. 
They enter the door with expressionless face — ^they glance hastily 
around — dismay is depicted on their countenances. They see a 
room full of people. They think— "Oh, I don't know a soul— 
what did I come for?" Only a second, and they are receiving the 
cordial handclasp and welcoming smile of our President, Mrs. 
Gibson. Then, as they spy some former acquaintance or class- 
mate, the pleased expression which has begun to dawn on their 
faces deepens and tongues fly, and tempus fugit, too. 

Mrs. Wm. Eagleson and Miss Edith Patterson "poured," and 
sooner or later all found their way to the dainty little teatable, and 
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"one lump or two?" led to more conversation and new acquaint- 
ances were made or old ones renewed. Many who came for "just 
a moment" found the afternoon all too short, and after signing 
their names in the Guest Book departed wondering why they 
never came before, and with the firm determination to come again 
next time. 

Now is it the tea, or is it the renewed thrill of loyalty to our 
Alma Mater, and the sense of sisterhood making all equal— old 
and young — ^those known to fame and those unknown, which 
makes our Alumnae At Home so enjoyable? Our new library is 
large and spacious. There is room for all, and a welcome for all. 
The next At Home is on December 9th. Come, and decide for 
yourself! 

DECEilBER ••AT HOME." 

At the December "At Home," December 9th, the Finance Com- 
mittee will be the hostesses. Remember that you are going to be 
present at at least two of the "At Homes" this year, and let this 
be one of them. 

The January "At Home," on January 13th, will be a convenient 
occasion on which to meet the members of the Executive Com- 
mittee, who will pour tea. 

ALUMN>e HOUSE NOTES. 

KINDERGARTEN THANKSGIVING. 

Without, the chilling rain, that discouraged even the high- 
spirited fantasticals, and silenced all but the most blatant of trum- 
pet tooters. 

Within, the low kindergarten tables festively dressed, with 
whitest cloth and ivy spray, Japanese napkins, and a few bright 
flowers. Little flags, firmly planted in the buttered piece of bread 
at each place, fluttered braVely. Each plate held an ample allow- 
ance of cranberry sauce and turkey, carefully cut up. A cup of 
bouillon and a glass of milk were also provided, and for dessert, 
ice-cream and cake, fruit and nuts. 

Among those who were present, beside the Head-worker, resi- 
dents and kindergarteners, were Mrs. Gibson, President of the 
Alumnae Association; Mrs. Frankel, Mrs. Morris Cooper, Miss 
Straus, Miss Shire, Miss Jaretski, Miss Isaacs, Miss Wall, Miss 
Stich, Dr. Jarrett, Miss Grace Beach, Miss Hubbard, Dr. Kasson 
C. Gibson, Mr. Ambler and Mr. Byrnes. 
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EDITORIAL. 

The opening of the new year seems to be under the most favor- 
able circumstances. With the ending of our war, the added re- 
spect we have gained from the nations of the earth, the perceptible 
revival of trade, all our energies now may be directed toward the 
development of our resources, in which is no country blessed with 
greater richness. We have every right to say, with the fulfillment 
of every wish possible, "A Happy New Year.' 
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This is the season for turning over new leaves and making new 
resolutions, and we hope in our modest comer we may not be for- 
gotten. Is there not something you are doing that would interest 
others? Members of the Alumnae settle in all parts of the globe 
and are engaged in all kinds of vocations. We would always be 
glad to hear of them or their work. Do you know of anything 
that would make the News more interesting to you ? Write and 
tell US. We are always ready for suggestions, and wish to do all 
possible to make the paper so attractive that Alumnae readers will 
subscribe — not because they are urged, but because they take pleasure 
in reading the News. 
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DECEMBER "AT HOME." 

The December "At Home" was a great success. Miss Herts 
and Miss Alice Isaacs, of the Finance Committee, received, as- 
sisted by Miss Dodd and Miss Shute. Mrs. Eagleson and Miss 
Hixon served at the tea-table. Our President, Mrs. Gibson, was 
present, as usual, receiving all in her gracious way. More than a 
hundred guests attended and seemed to enjoy the social hour and 
the quiet charm which an attractive tea-table always creates. 

The College souvenir spoons were on exhibition and several 
were sold for Christmas presents. During the afternoon Presi- 
dent Hunter came in, which added greatly to the pleasure of the 
occasion. 

It is hoped that at the January **At Home" all will make an effort 
to come, as the Executive Committee are going to receive. 

Ji 
ANOTHER DISTRIBUTION. 

For the fourth time in the history of its work the Science Com- 
mittee attempted to bring a breath of the September woods into 
the school-rooms and to the hearts of many little ones not suffi- 
ciently fortunate to have had a real ramble over hill and dale, or to 
lounge under trees and watch the birds first building their nests, 
then bringing food for the little ones not yet able to help them- 
selves, and still later give the first lessons in the use of their wings, 
so that they might be ready to take flight as soon as their houses — 
the trees — ^begin to shed their leaves, and prepare their own, some 
winged like their visitors, to be carried away, that it may be ready 
for another growth. 

But often the children who have been so fortunate as to watch 
Nature's wonderful changes are hardly able to grasp and appre- 
ciate the feast prepared until some kind guide to whom woods, 
field and sky are as an open book comes to their rescue, ready to 
explain and make clear what familiarity only makes more mar- 
velous. 

For this purpose the Science Committee sent out its appeal in the 
Spring to the many friends to aid in the collection of material for 
Nature Study, and so generous was the response that when on 
the afternoon of December 7, in reply to the following notice, 
"The Normal College Alumnae Science Committee will distribute 
Nature material to all schools below Fifty-seventh Street on 
Wednesday, December 7, from 4 to 6 p. m., in the Library ; please 
send a representative," sent to eighty-three schools, fully sixty- 
five made the effort and appeared, ready to gain information and 
material, there was enough of the latter to supply all, at least 
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enough that each one should have a variety of specimens. Be- 
sides the material gathered by our own members, the children of 
Public School No. 90 sent two large boxes of cocoons, fruits, and 
branches of spruce, pine and hemlock, that were greatly appre- 
ciated. A large quantity of the material came from the Public 
Education Association, several of whose members assisted in the 
distribution and in giving information when desired. 

Among the specimens which never fail to interest children, and 
which "grown-ups" frequently class as trash or rubbish, were 
mosses, lichens, fringe of various shapes and hues, acorns, cones 
from the pine, hemlock and spruce, the ball-like spiney fruit of 
the sweet-gum, the fruits of the maple and ailanthus, provided 
with wings so that every gust of wind carries them far and wide, 
thus showing one of Nature's many methods of distribution, be- 
sides various other fruits. There were also various kinds of 
shells, including chitons, gold and silver shells, etc. In some 
boxes were found sections of wood, many from Mexico, showing 
various markings by which their ages could be told, as well as the 
manner in which the living tree breathed and the sap circulated. 
In still others were sea-beans, rattles from rattlesnakes, porcupine 
quills, sea-urchins, star-fish, sea-weeds, cocoons, butterflies, moths, 
and numerous nests of hornets, wasps and birds, illustrating the 
manner in which the children's winter friend can build a strong 
home of mud, and how our American goldfinch builds a dainty, 
neat nest in which to rear his little brood, and oflFers to the guide 
a chance to surprise the children with stories of the bird's love of 
finery, shown by his changes of plumage; then there was the 
strongly-woven hanging nest of the Oriole, whom the children 
may have seen in his gorgeous livery of orange and black, the 
same as donned by Lord Baltimore. 

And on through spoils too numerous to mention, giving the 
teacher an opportunity to dwell on matters which children all love, 
and which rest their minds so that they are ready to grapple with 
the more serious matters of the curriculum. If, as it seems, the 
Science Committee is succeeding in helping both teachers and 
pupils, they fed well repaid for their exertions, and wish to thank 
the numerous friends who have given their assistance. E. F. 

ONE ENCOURAGEriENT. 

We hear so much of the children made old by the cares of large 
families and little means that it is a pleasure to see these same 
children deeply interested in the joys of the little ones. A glimpse 
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of dolls to some of our older girls brought an earnest coaxing 
to dress a doll for the tree, which granted, brought much happy 
planning when a few days later some kind friends gave us dolls 
for the little girls for Christmas, and some must be dressed. 

We thought of these girls, and found them delighted to do it. 
A real home-like place the House seemed with the g^rls running 
in, when the day's work and supper were over, to examine our 
small store of pretty pieces ; cut, plan and sew before their evening 
class. It paid for the extra work to see the real happiness gained 
by working for others in those who had before seemed least re- 
sponsive. ^ 

DO WB NEED WORKERS? 

When word came to me that, in answer to a plea for help made 
by a member of the Settlement Committee, a certain Alumnae re- 
plied that she thought from the accounts in the News everything 
was running smoothly and no help was needed, I wondered in 
what type we might place our "Wanted'' to attract attention, or 
had "familiarity bred contempt," for it is always there. 

The facts which we must print this month are not as interesting 
to read, but are of equal importance with the most interesting hap- 
penings of the House. We beg you to read them carefully and 
then ask yourself whether you have any responsibility in main- 
taining the House. 

If we have hitherto erred in printing only the encouraging 
things, it is because it is always easier to report results than fail- 
ures, to write of work done than that undone. 

Our workers are all busy people, and circumstances conspire to 
prevent carrying out promises; but must the work cease on this 
account, or will others stand ready to take their places? 

The Tuesday afternoon Sewing Class, which has, when full, 
fifty members, has been suffering from a dearth of helpers ever 
since it opened, September 12. Miss Schleunzen, who was in 
charge, found that on account of school duties day and evening 
it would be impossible for her to come as planned, and her helpers 
were all in a similar position ; but for some weeks one or more of 
them came and carried through the hour. In the meantime we 
have been asking and looking for helpers to take the place of those 
leaving. 

Miss Clara G. Asch consented to help for a time, and has been 
at the House two Tuesdays. Last week she was ill, and the whole 
class came into the hands of the headworker and a friend tem- 
porarily present. We did the best we could, but at best, under 



THE ALUMNiE NEWS. 5 

those conditions, it is but temporizing. We need four assistants 
beside a leader of the class, and after nearly four months of tem- 
porizing it seems to us that unless we can do the work well we 
might as well give it up. These little girls will be greatly disap- 
pointed if such a thing should happen, for they dearly love to sew, 
and though some of them have had teaching in the public school, 
they are quite as anxious as the untrained ones to learn. 

It is as important to teach system and order as sewing. Make- 
shifts defeat the object of the House, and unless we can keep our 
promises we will do more good to the people if we never make 
them. 

At present the question stands in this wise : Miss Asch is will- 
ing to go on with the class if she can have help, but is not willing 
to try it if she cannot do it justice, and alone justice is impossible. 
Are there not Alumnae who will give the House from 4 to S Tues- 
day, that the pleasure and profit to fifty little girls may be main- 
tained ? 

A kindred need is for what we call the Dressmaking Qass, on 
Thursday evening. During the Summer we were frequently 
asked by the evening girls (14 to 16 years) for a dressmaking 
class, and were very happy when Miss Schleunzen promised to 
give Thursday evening to that work. 

But as the evening schools opened at the same time as our 
classes, what was our sorrow to find our teacher engaged every 
evening at school. Hoping still that there would be some one 
among the Alumnae to take her place, the Headworker carried the 
class along — helping the girls to make housewives for their con- 
venience, bloomers for Physical Culture Class and caps for Cook- 
ing Class. Later Miss Van Holland offered to help, and has been 
very faithful the last few weeks ; but as neither of us know any- 
thing about dressmaking, scientifically, the real class still waits 
for its teacher. Last night the Misses Schleunzen came and gave 
a lesson on a shirt-waist, and will, during the holidays, finish out 
three lessons, so that our girls shall have something of the 
promise. Now. must we on January i give up this important 
work, or is there some one person who will sacrifice an hour on 
Thursday evening for these girls? 

Many of them have had little opportunity for any kind of sew- 
ing; some left school at eleven and are now working in shops all 
day. We are striving to help these girls to more ambition — 3, 
definite life purpose — to waken the latent desire for self-improve- 
ment, and it does seem too bad that we are handicapped by lack of 
helpers. The question has been asked, "Why not have them go to 
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public school in the evening?" We answer: first, because they 
haven't desire enough to go ; we are only preparing them for bet- 
ter things, and, second, because the nearest evening school for 
girls is about a mile away — if, indeed, it is not filled with the girls 
near by. 

We might point out a number of other needs, but these are such 
pressing ones that we will not risk detracting attention, and only 
say that we can find work for every faithful worker who will pre- 
sent herself at the House. Anne L. Langworthy. 

Dec. i6, 1898. 

New York City, Nov. 17, 1898. 
Dear Alumnae News: 

Would you be interested to hear of one of the Public School 
Kindergartens ? You know there are fifty-eight of us now, which 
means that over seventeen hundred children are starting out on 
life's journey in a way quite different from that of their parents. 
Indeed, some of the latter told me recently that they "never 
dreamed the kindergarten was such a grand thing." This great 
increase in our public kindergartens has taken place since Dr. Mer- 
rill was appointed Supervisor about two years ago. 

There is so much to tell you that one hardly knows where to 
begin, but it seemed to me that one of our little excursions would 
give you an insight into what we are trying to do. Our kinder- 
garten happens to be fortunately situated ; there are in our neigh- 
borhood blacksmith shops, baker shops, shoemakers, and vege- 
table and fruit markets, some of which we have already visited. 
We are near Momingside Park, with its "Fort," as the children 
call its pile of rocks surmounted by the weather-vane; we can 
walk to River Side, where we have watched "the shining river go 
winding in and out, while the many boats upon it were sailing all 
about." But, best of all, we have twice ridden in the "trolley" to 
Central Park. That was fun ! To be sure we were a little ex- 
cited the first time we went. "We are going to Central Park! 
We are going to Central Park !" came from all parts of the room, 
sometimes in excited whispers, sometimes in happy exclamations; 
but it was a healthy excitement, and I am sure we were all the bet- 
ter for it. Every one is so kind to us when we go on these little 
trips ; two of the children's nurses came with us, sometimes even 
a mother is glad to go, and very thankful we are, for it requires 
no little skill to get twenty-five or thirty children safely out and 
safely home. But the motorman and the conductor always "lend 
a hand" and have a cheery word for the "happy family." We 
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ride to iioth Street and Central Park West, and there enter the 
Park. The landscape gardener surely had a kindergarten in mind 
when he planned that end of the Park. There are broad stone 
steps reaching down under the bridge ; a spring gashes out of the 
embankment and down the stones ; there are steps up to the street 
again. We leave the Park at io6th Street, noticing the stone posts 
forming the end of the stone wall and acting as approaches to the 
wide roadway. "See Miss Busick on the sidewalk!*' calls one 
child, and then comes a delighted "Oh I" and, "Johnny, I am walk- 
ing on your head ;" "look out, I will stand on your hand ;" "I am 
climbing up a tree,'' comes from a third ; then a little wiseacre in- 
forms us that they are only shadows and that the sun is making 
"all those pictures." We would love to climb a very high flight 
of stairs up to the top of the bluff and look off over the city, but 
that is too much for the little feet, so we walk on down, eyes and 
ears open and eager for every sight and sound — ^the "great big" 
rocks covered here and there with vines and moss, and with water 
oozing down over their sides, flocks of sparrows twittering and 
chirping in the sunlight, suddenly rising from a clump of bushes 
at our approach. We enter the Park again at 103d Street. We 
run down a hill, a "real dirt hill," covered with fallen leaves, rust- 
ling the leaves as we go and listening to their song. We have 
some "cat-tails" with us, and what fun it is to watch the down 
float off, "taking a journey away up to the sky," or running after 
it and catching it on our clothes. We continue our walk and 
presently come to a pond. "See the water! See the water!" 
comes the joyous cry, and the "stones all round !" "Look at the 
tree ! See, see, it's bent away down to the water ! Look, Miss B., 
look I" 

One is a thousand times repaid for all the trouble ( ?) and all 
the anxiety by the happy exclamations. 

"There's a picture of a red tree in the water," says one. "Let 
us go and find the tree itself," I suggest. Each one is anxious to 
be the first to find the tree. "There it is I There's the tree on the 
hill !" Little wiseacre again tells us that it is an oak, and "may- 
be there's a squirrel." 

We hurry to the opposite side of the pond, and not only do we 
find "Mr. Bushy Tail," but he comes at our call and takes the hick- 
ory nuts and chestnuts from our hands, and the children suppress 
their exclamations of delight, lest they should frighten him, when 
he runs off each time and hides his treasure in the ground for the 
Winter. But so many people do frighten him ; he scampers up a 
tree, and sitting on an overhanging branch, turns his little head 
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this way and that and peers down at us with his bright little eyes. 
We leave two children to call him down; he comes, takes a nut 
and hurries off. Unfortunately it is time to go, so that every one 
does not have the longed-for "chance" of feeding Mr. Squirrel. 
But we see his large nest, and perhaps that hole in the tree will be 
his winter storehouse. 

On our way home we pass a "Waterfall like in our picturebook, 
don't you 'member?" 

We walk over a little rustic bridge, and, looking back over the 
pond, notice how the bank runs down to it in some places, while 
in others there are stones "to keep the dirt from falling into the 
water." 

We watch the leaves as the wind calls them down ; some come 
softly falling, silently, like golden butterflies fluttering in the sun ; 
others sail away like birds toward the sky. Those which had 
already fallen were being gathered into "hills" by the men, and 
the Morning Story — "Little Yellow and His Brothers and Sis- 
ters" — was beautifully illustrated and still more beautifully ap- 
plied by the children. 

"Miss B., see ! there's for the horse's bed I" "Here are some to 
keep the roots warm !" "Here's Little Yellow himself ; let's take 
him home and press him !" And so we did take home a whole box 
of them, and mounted them in border-fashion to correspond to the 
wall-paper, and since then the children have brought leaves to 
the kindergarten and made wreaths of them "like the one Merrell 
and his mamma made." This wreath the kind mother sewed on 
stiff cardboard and sent it to us to use as a picture frame ; it hangs 
on our wall and is constantly referred to by the little ones. The 
same little fellow brought a bag of "maple-wings," and almost 
every day some one brings in something which his own bright 
eyes have found. 

We have re-lived this experience, in our games, many times, as 
in the game of "Street Car," "Come, Little Leaves," "Here stands 
Mother Tree," and others. 

Has this long letter bored you? We hope not, for there are 
ever so many more things we trust you will want to know. 

Very cordially yours, Hilda Busick^ 

Kindergartner in P. S. 123. 

Madam Chairman and Ladies of the Executive Committee: 

As delegate with our President, Mrs. Gibson, to the Fourth 
Annual Convention of the New York State Federation of Women's 
Clubs, I would submit the following report: The Convention 
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was held in New York City at Mendelssohn Hall, beginning Nov. 
I and dosing Nov. 5, inclusive, the President, Mrs. William Tod 
Helmuth, occupying the chair the greater part of the session. 
One hundred and ninety-four dubs of New York State were 
represented at the Convention, our Alumnae Association having 
the second largest membership. The programme was most ably 
planned and was so divided that there were two sessions daily 
devoted to work (from 10 to 12 and 2 to 5 o'clock), and these ses- 
sions were again divided into hours and half hours devoted to 
the different subjects under discussion. A word of praise to the 
Chairman, Mrs. Helmuth, is certainly not out of place, for the 
able manner in which she carried out this elaborate programme, 
exhibiting a promptness of decision and a capacity to handle the 
large assemblage which was most business-like and creditable. 

Papers were read and discussions held on Education, Free Li- 
braries, Literature, Philanthropy, Law, Trained Nurses, Travel- 
ers' Clubs, Music, Drama, Press, etc., etc. So you will admit 
not much was overlooked, but the fact that only five minutes were 
allowed for each paper mitigated, to my mind, seriously against 
their usefulness, except in the way of suggestion. Several mem- 
bers of our Association were heard. Dr. Merrill speaking earnestly 
and well on Kindergartens, Dr. Jarrett and Miss Sanial on Na- 
ture Study, Miss Kenyon on Law, and Mrs. Harry Hastings, 
who was dected Second Vice-President, gave a report of a Relief 
Committee in the late war. Our honored President, Mrs. Kasson 
C. Gibson, spoke on Alumnae Associations, the questions under 
discussion being: "What are the true relations of an Alumnae 
Association to its Alma Mater ?'^ and "How may its membership 
be increased?" She gave a short sketch of our work and aims, 
closing with an invitation to the women present to visit our Set- 
tlement in Seventy-second Street on Friday, the closing day of 
the Convention, from 4 until 6 o'clock. She was most dosely fol- 
lowed, and I afterward heard expressed in various ways the senti- 
ment, **How far-reaching must be the influence of an Association 
with a membership so large.'^ A number of delegates visited the 
House, and more would have come had the Convention not re- 
mained in session until after 5 o'clock and the distance between 
hall and House been so great. 

One delegate asked how the House was supported, and upon re- 
ceiving the answer, "By voluntary contributions," she turned 
aside with contented air and said, "Yes, that must be an easy mat- 
ter with a membership of thirteen hundred." Are we so sure it 
is an easy matter? Ask the Chairman of the Ways and Means 
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Committee. Do we g^ve our means and influence toward for- 
warding our philanthropic work, which aims to put a little leaven 
in the lives of the "Other Half?" 

In addition to the work done at the Hall, there were affairs so- 
cial, musical and gastronomic, most of which your delegates were 
obliged to forego owing to lack of physical endurance. A num- 
ber of practical projects were set on foot and committees appointed 
to further them. Notably one to make plans for the founding of 
a State Industrial Home for Girls. As every one who has studied 
practical sociology knows, there is a class of young girls who are 
sometimes wayward, but more often incompetent or handicapped 
from birth, and who go rapidly to ruin because of lack of capacity 
to earn a livelihood. This home is planned to meet the wants of 
just such a class, to teach them some trade and to make them 
capable of becoming self-respecting, because self-supporting. As 
these girls will be the mothers of a succeeding generation, the 
State will surely be repaid, if this influence give law-abiding citi- 
zens rather than criminals — ^so often the case at present. 

Mrs.' Frederick Nathan, President of the Consumers' League, 
made an eloquent appeal to all women to co-operate with her As- 
sociation in trying to ameliorate the condition of working women 
in shops and work-rooms, and to secure conditions which shall 
conduce to the physical and moral well-being of all such employees. 
A moment's reflection will show the truth of the statement, that 
the responsibility of production belongs to the consumers. The 
sweating system, as it is called, is considered the most demoraliz- 
ing factor in the sum of industrial forces, and the buying of any 
garment which is the product of that system but strengthens the 
evil. It behooves us as a body of educated women to look care- 
fully into these facts, to study the aims, the requests and the 
"White List" of this League, that we may actively encourage so 
excellent a movement in the right direction. 

In closing, let me say that as I looked at the faces of the ma- 
jority of the women present at the Convention, representatives 
from every corner of our Empire State, I was impressed with the 
nobility and true womanliness of expression, the desire for the 
uplifting of self or neighbors, or both, reflected there. Surely 
Mathew Arnold's "Spirit of Culture," for which he so eloquently 
pleads, must be abroad in the land, and at least beginning to per- 
meate society. If the women are striving for "Sweetness and 
Light," as so many of their words indicated, their influence is 
bound to be felt ; and, with or without a voice at the polls, still at- 
tending to the sphere which the German emperor says should 
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wholly satisfy them, ** Kinder, Kirche, and Kiiche," they can mould 
unconsciously and in many ways the welfare of the nation. The 
greatness of our responsibility, with our large membership and 
sphere of influence, cannot fail to impress every thoughtful mem- 
ber of the Associate Alumnae, and should rouse each and every 
one to renewed personal effort. We are too apt to start a work 
with enthusiasm and soon let the interest flag, until it dies, unless 
a conscientious few are overworked. The little from the many 
is much more effective than the much from the few. There is 
strength in union only when each does a part, and the good ac- 
complished reflects upon the doer as well as upon the deed done. 
The Winter's work lies before us. Is each ready to do her share? 
Respectfully submitted, Frances Rutter Douglas. 



ANNOUNCEMENT. 

On Thursday, Feb. 2, 1899, Dr. Seth T. Stewart, Associate 
Superintendent of Schools, will address the meeting on "Child 
Study in Vacation Schools." As this department was imder Dr. 
Stewart's charge this Summer, he will doubtless have many in- 
teresting things to tell. All are Welcome. 



NORMAL COLLEGE, 

Park Avennt aad Slxty-dglith StrMt. 

New York, November 23, 1898. 

The graduates of the Normal College of the City of New York 
are hereby notified that free courses of instruction in the follow- 
ing branches will be given in the College Building during the 
hours designated. 

The studies leading to the degree of A. B. are : 

Latin — Saturday, from 10 to 11 ; Professor Dundon. 

French — Saturday, from 9 to 10; Professor Aubert. 

German — Tuesday, from 4 to 5 ; Professor Keller. 

Literature — Wednesday, from 4 to 5 ; Helen G. Cone. 

History and Civil Government — Friday, from 4 to 5; Presi- 
dent Hunter. 

The stdies leading to the degree of S. B. are : 

Analytical Geometry — Thursday, from S to 6; Professor 
Gillet. 

Natural Science (Biology and Geology) — ^Thursday, from 
4 to s ; Professor Burgess. 
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The studies leading to the degree of Bachelor of Pedagogy are : 
Psychology — Monday, from s to 6 ; Doctor Conant. 
Pedagogics — Monday, from 4 to 5 ; Doctor Camp. 
These courses will begin on the first Monday in December, 1898. 
Information regarding the lectures will be given by each in- 
structor. 

Examinations will be held on the second Thursday of December 
and May, when candidates for degrees may be examined in one or 
more subjects and credit will be given for satisfactory results. 

THOMAS HUNTER, 

President Normal College. 

Jacob W. Mack, Chairman, 

John G. Agar, 

William Greenough, 

John McNamee, 

Henry W. Maxwell, 

Henry A. Rogers, 

J. Edward Swanstrom, 

John R. Thompson, 

Thomas Hunter, LL. D., 

Charles Bulkley Hubbell (ex-oMcio), 



Executive 
Committee: 



REPORT OF CHILD STUDY COMMITTEE. 

The second meeting of the Child Study Committee was held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. Dr. J. P. Harvey was unable to address the 
meeting as announced, and Mrs. Clarence £. Meleny kindly consented 
to read a paper entitled "Infancy, Childhood and Youth." 

Though the subject was viewed from the mother's standpoint, it 
proved extremely interesting to teachers. Indeed, before the meeting 
closed, it was concluded that the points of view were not widely 
different afiter all. 

Mrs. Meleny spoke of the Christmas season as one at which one's 
thoughts naturally turn toward childhood. 

It is the aim of all interested in the little ones to help them to 
reveal themselves. There is an open door to every child's nature ; if 
you seek it, you will find it. 

Mrs. Louisa Hopkins, both a mother and teacher, says of the 
child: " He is a three-fold unity. If I shut my eyes to his soul, I do 
not see the child. His body is not himself; his mind is not the 
child." 

Ten years ago children's diseases were not made a specialty. Now 
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every medical college has its professors of children's diseases ; there 
are baby hospitals ; we can obtain trained nurse maids. In fact, 
every phase of childhood is more carefully studied. 

The life of the child may be divided for convenience into three 
periods — infancy, childhood and youth. In infancy chief attention 
is paid to the physical development The mother sets consciously to 
work to exercise all the limbs of her baby. This she accomplishes 
by means of a series of games, as Froebel's " Mutter und Kose Lieder " 
or Poulsson's " Finger Plays." 

Touch in the child is not only a means of acquiring knowledge, but 
also a method of expression. Mrs. Meleny spoke feelingly of the 
beauty of that period of childhood when the little one cannot speak 
but must use gestures and touches to express itself. Then, too, the 
children are influenced by the way we handle them. A gentle touch 
often calms a restless child when the lullaby fails. 

Play leads the child to know himself, to realize the unity of his 
body. The family game is of great significance and the thought of 
family life should be emphasized in childhood. The child is a mem- 
ber of the republic of the family and should imbibe high ideals of 
home life ; love and thoughtful consideration in an atmosphere of 
freedom. By a spirit of play the idea of family unity can be built up. 

Destructiveness is one of the great problems to be considered in 
in childhood. Let the mother and teacher provide work or play in 
which this desire can be gratified and thus turn destructiveness into 
constructiveness. Old toys when broken can be laid aside and brought 
out on a rainy day, to be perhaps further disintegrated and recon- 
structed to meet present needs. For example, a broken drum taken 
apart furnished its owner with three wooden rings, when, to quote 
the little boy himself, he had ''three things to play with in place of 
one." Clipping and arranging scrap-boeks is also useful and pleasant 
occupation. 

Kindergarten work can be done at home, but should not be sub- 
stituted for the kindergarten, as it does not meet the social needs of 
the child. 

Let the little girls share in the household tasks and give the boys 
something to encourage the spirit of Longfellow's blacksmith : 

' 'Each morning sees some task begun. 
Each evening sees its close.'* 

The relation of the child to the home is already learned. In youth 
the relation to the world must be taught. This should be the task 
of the model school. 

In these days of advanced methods, formal studies can safely be 
left to the school, but the study of natural phenomena must be car- 



14 THE ALUMNiC NEWS. 

ried into the home. The mother has her child in the actual presence 
of the phenomenon under consideration, while the teacher must often 
recall what the children have seen in order to teach about it. 

Life is the largest school, and boys and girls must be led to inves- 
tigate and seek after knowledge. The hours out of school should 
therefore be free from home lessons. At least there should not be 
many and those in the nature of original work on the part of the child. 

Nature should be used as a foundation of literature. Lead the 
child to appreciate the best in the world of books. Let the memory 
gems be real gems taught at appropriate seasons and in connection 
with some event in the child's life. The fun spirit in this line must 
not be neglected. 

Children hold dear those who understand their needs and know just 
when to introduce certain topics, special books and games. So let us 
study our children, that we may recognize their humanity and their 
divinity. Then we will lead each to the best that is in him — not com- 
pare one with another, but measure each by himself. 

COLLEGE NEWS. 

If the old saying be true, that **no news is good news," the reports 
from the College this month should be considered very good indeed. 
The month before the Christmas vacation is usually very poor in 
events, though rich in excitement. All eyes are turned toward the 
great event of the winter — ^the Christmas Play. Before the decision is 
rendered, interest merely bubbles, but when once the play is selected 
and the preparations are fairly begun, it simply seethes. The plot, 
actors, scenes and details of the play are kept as secret as possible, 
but conjecture is busy. * 'Enter Rumor, painted full of tongues." 
Those who are known to be connected with the mysteries are beset 
by curious inquiries, or tempted by an ostentatious display of indif- 
ference. Despite all traps and pitfalls, the secret has been well kept 
this year. One or two hints, however, have slipped out, and have 
been eagerly seized and circulated by the little bird whose special 
mission is to divulge secrets. It is said that the authors. Miss Prew 
and Miss Rostetter, of B. C. 5, have chosen as their subject the 
** Modern Iliad," and have treated it with great wit and vivacity. It 
is also said that the play is to be staged in an unusually elaborate 
style. The dresses are to be provided by a professional costumer, and 
especially imposing scenery is being prepared. If reports are true, 
this play will be a memorable one, and reports are all we have to build 
upon at preseut. In the next number, however, we shall hope to 
corroborate rumors by the evidence of an eye-witness, as the mystery 
will be made clear and public on December 23d. 
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Vol. IV. FEBRUARY, 1899. No. 10. 

EDITORIAL. 

Birthday joy and birthday wishes are in the air, for February 
this year brings an important birthday to our Alma Mater. 
Twenty-nine years of useful service mark her course through the 
world, and it is with a widened field and ever greater opportuni- 
ties that she passes another mile-stone on her path. Many are the 
children who rise up to call her blessed. 

In our self-congratulation let us not forget our brothers of the 
College of the City of New York, who at this time also are cele- 
brating a birthday anniversary ; and we extend to them the hand 
of good-fellowship and greeting on having reached their fiftieth 
birthday. 

The College has had a long and honorable career, and men of 
note in every profession can trace their success back to the educa- 
tion they received within its walls. 

We have special reason for kindly feeling for this College now, 
in gratitude for the great work it is doing for women teachers in 
New York. 
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In ^emotiam: 

profeeeor Hrtbur 1>. Bun^on. 

It is with heartfelt grief that we record the 
final passing away from our beloved college halls 
of the familiar presence of the senior professor. 
His memory is forever associated with the birth 
and growth of our Alma Mater. The Alumnae re- 
turning to the college will miss his genial coun- 
tenance and his hearty greeting, and those 
associated with him in work will miss, more than 
they can express, his wit and humor, his steadfast 
good sense, his unfailing generosity and patience. 
We are somewhat comforted by the knowledge 
that his death was a release from great pain, and 
there is a source of cheer in the reflection that 
while with us he was always happy in his work. 
Those who knew him well will recall, with a sad 
pleasure, his preferences and enthusiasms, his 
delight in finished literary form, in the singular 
felicity of the rare poems of Buchanan Read, in 
the choice flavor of passages of Horace, and the 
fine lucidity of Newman. One of our last, best 
recollections of him is as he rose at the academic 
banquet of last fall, and with an unusual gravity 
and impressiveness recited a favorite passage 
of Ruskin, full of a beautiful spirit of good 
will, and having a strange, almost prophetic, note 
of finality. To some of us that passage will 
stand as his epitaph. We lay upon his grave the 

ivy wreath, and long shall it be green! 

A. G. C. 
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"To thine own self be true" — thus sound the words 
Across the vale of years, since first the bard 
Of Avon struck the chords upon his lyre 
And woke undying music with his song. 
"To thine own self be true/^ and then he tells 
Of faith forever faithful. 

Far and wide 
I travel through the haunts of men and find 
So many and complex the selves one meets, 
So many times two selves within one house 
And the same self not always uppermost, 
I would our Shakespeare thus had voiced his thought : 
"To thy best self be true !" 

Of surety then 
Must follow honest dealings with all men. 

Mary C. Low. 



A BAZAR FOR ALUMNiC HOUSE. 

A very attractive and novel Easter bazar will be held in the east 
ball room suite of the Hotel Waldorf on the evenings of April 7th 
and 8th and the afternoon of the 8th. To us its primal interest lies 
in the fact that the beneficiary is the Normal College Alumnae Set- 
tlement, that unpretentious little house in East Seventy-second 
street, which stands as a haven of rest and hope and encourage- 
ment to the busy people who live in its environs. We should 
patronize the bazar and lend our hand toward making it a success 
even were it as simple in character as the little house itself. But 
when our financial interest is at stake we are bound to appeal to the 
outside world, and so our bazar is to be artistically worldly and 
/In de siecle. The up-to-date athletic girl will be able to revel at a 
booth devoted entirely to the sale of the last improved golf clubs, 
tennis raquets, streamers of college colors. Badminton nets, riding 
whips, etc., etc. 

We are promised some genuine novelties in the smoker's cor- 
ner, which is to be a veritable Moorish gem and will contain every- 
thing dear to the heart of the inveterate smoker. 

A great novelty is promised at the photograph booth, where 
many of the most famous actresses and operatic stars will auto- 
graph for sale their own photos. 

And all the gossip of the fair will be retailed over the cup that 
cheers in the cozy tea rooms, which are especially fitted up for this 
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occasion. A room is now ready at college where any donations of 
articles may be sent as early as desired. Money donations will be 
cared for by Mrs. Ernest Bunzl, 155 West Seventy-fifth street, 
Chairman of the Fair Committee. 



NEWS AND NOTES. 

The following article is taken from the New York Times, We 
thought it would be of interest to our readers : 

"A woman who is doing much to increase this popular interest 
is Mrs. Alice R. Northrup. She speaks particularly of the in- 
terest to be found in a knowledge of the trees ; an intimate knowl- 
edge, she adds, to know them as one knows one's friends, is a great 
pleasure. The form of the tree should be noticed, the location of 
the branches on the tree which give it form, the characteristics of 
the bark, and the location of the leaves on the branches. Winter is 
the time to study the buds and the tree's methods of sending out its 
branches and to learn many pretty secrets of nature. The end of 
January and the early part of February are the times to collect 
bunches of twigs to keep in water and watch the process of unfold- 
ing. The willow, elm, maple, horse-chestnut, alder, hickory, 
beech, tulip tree, dogwood, and birch are all satisfactory for this 
purpose. The florists get their early pussy willows by putting the 
twigs in water and forcing them into development long before the 
great outdoors is warm enough to tempt the pretty, fuzzy things to 
stir." 



In spite of the exceedingly unpleasant weather on Jan. 13, the 
"At Home" brought together a very fair representation of Alumnae. 
Of the Executive Committee, which supplied the hostesses for that 
day, a large number was present. Mrs. Eagleson, chairman of the 
"At Home" Committee, dispensed tea and other good things from 
a charming little table, assisted by Misses Lawson, Mott, Olcott 
and Phillips. 

It cannot be urged too often that these monthly teas form occa- 
sions for all Alumnae, but most especially for those not on commit- 
tees, to keep in touch with each other, with the many branches of 
the work of the association and with Alma Mater. Plans and 
schemes, while still in the bud, are discussed here, and kindly rela- 
tions are formed and fostered that might nowhere else have an 
opportunity. 
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At the next "At Home," Feb. lo, the Alumnae will entertain the 
''Class of '99." We hope there will be a large represenution of the 
Alnmnae present to make it enjoyable for their younger sisters. 

A meeting of the Executive G>mmittee was heM Saturday, 
January 28. An account of the proceedings will be printed in 
next month's News. 

The next of the Symphony Concerts for young people will be 
held on February 25 at Carnegie Hall. The programme will con- 
sist of Mendelssohn's "Midsummer Night's Dream," rendered by 
a women's chorus and orchestra. 

Miss Marie Sanial, '86, has just been appointed tutor in Botany 
in the Girl's High School. Miss Samal has been identified for 
some time with science work, was superintendent of botany in the 
stmuner schools last year, and has for several years been an active 
member of the Alumnae Science Committee. 

Miss Mabel Stone, '93, and Miss Josephine Earle, '94, are 
among the recent appointees as cooking teachers. Miss Earle has 
been teaching cooking at the Alumnae House since the fall. 

Miss Edith Rutter has received a position as sewing teacher. 

Owing to the recent retirements of principals, all the eligible 
list will probably be appointed to positions before long. 

The dearth of substitutes still continues in the schools, most 
of last year's graduates being already appointed to permanent posi- 
tions. 

At its meeting, January 18, the City Board of Education adopt- 
ed resolutions to provide for the acquisition of sites on which to 
erect three new high schools — ^the boys' school to be on Tenth 
Avenue and Fifty-eighth and Fifty-ninth Streets ; the girls' school 
on One Hundred and Fourteenth Street, between Seventh and 
Eighth Avenues; the mixed school on Boston Road, One Hun- 
dred and Sixty-sixth Street and Jackson Avenue. It was urged 
that the work be hurried as much as practicable, as the need for 
better acconimodations is great. 

An annex to the Girls' High School will be opened at 244-246 
East Fifty-second Street early in February, thus preventing the 
necessity of having half-day classes. 

Mrs. Goodhue has accepted the position of vice-president of 
the Alumnae in place of Miss Blumfidd, retired. 



6 THE ALUMNiE NEWS. 

NORilAL COLLBQB ALUMNiC HOUSE, 

446 BMt 794 5tract« 

WANTED AT THE HOUSE. 

Helpers are needed in the Tuesday afternoon sewing class for 
little girls. The hours are from 4 to 5. No particular knowledge 
of sewing is required, but the presence of several assistants makes 
the class much easier and pleasanter for all concerned, seeing that 
the small fingers are yet unskilled and the elusive needles must 
be threaded every little while. 

We very much want some one to take charge of the Penny 
Provident Bank, first and third Mondays of each month, at 4 
o'clock. 

Jl 

CHRISTMAS WEEK AT ALUMNiC HOUSE 

The Kindergarten had its Christmas tree on the afternoon of 
Thursday, December 22. The tree was gayly decorated with the 
children's own handiwork. 

On Friday afternoon the little girls who are members of the 
House had their tree, more resplendent this time, though no more 
beautiful; and that evening the reliable evergreens again played 
part in the Christmas party of the three older clubs, Stars and 
Stripes, Anchor, and Young Americans' Patriotic League. 

There were gifts for every one — thimbles and ribbons for the 
girls, knives for the boys, candy and fruit for all. After the dis- 
tribution of the little presents by a "Young American'* Santa 
Claus, there was a long Virginia reel, which the young people en- 
joyed very much. Refreshments — cake and chocolate — were 
served. 

Thanks are due to the friends who came over on Christmas eve 
and gave pleasure to so many of our people. The audience en- 
joyed the concert and joined heartily in the singing of the Christ- 
mas carols. 

On Thursday evening, December 29, the clubs had their 
Christmas entertainment. The singing of the Stars and Stripes 
Club was especially good, and the charades and tableaux went 
oflf quite smoothly. 

Jl 

CLASSES. 

Daily. 
9 to 12 A. M. — ^Kindergarten, Miss Sawyer in charge ; Miss Angell, 
assistant. 
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Monday. 
4 to 5 p. M. — Penny Provident, alternate Mondays ; Miss Straus. 
3 to s p. M. — Free Circulating Library ; Mrs. A. L. Gutman, Miss 

Isaacs, Miss Chamberlin, Miss Glassel, Miss Loew, Miss 

Mendes, Miss Spiegeberg, Misses Tanzer. 

3 ^30 to 5 p. M. — Embroidery Class ; Miss Minnie H. Stem. 

4 to 5 p. M. — Physical Culture Class; Miss Nettie Specht in 

charge ; Miss E. Tanzer, assistant. 
7 130 to 8 p. M. — Literature Class ; Miss Clara Byrnes. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Social Hour, Anchor Club ; Miss Byrnes. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Free Circulating Library ; Miss Caroline Bruckmann. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Physical Culture Class ; Dr. Langworthy pro tern. ; 

Miss Sawyer, assistant. 

Tuesday. 

4 to 5 p. M. — Sewing Qass ; Miss Asch in charge ; Mrs. Tremaine, 

Miss Mott, Miss Lawson. 
8:15 to 9 p. M. — Physical Culture; Mr. Stem. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Singing Class ; Mrs. Arthur Mees. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Free Circulating Library ; Miss Mary Waas ; Miss 

Steiner, assistant. 
8 to 9 p. M. — Cooking Class ; Dr. Gertrude G. Mack. 

IVednesday. 

4 to 5 p. M. — Cooking ; Miss J. Earle. 

4 to 5 p. M. — Dolls' Dressmaking Class ; Miss Elizabeth Macin- 
tosh in charge; assistants, Miss Van Cott and Miss Chamber- 
lin. 

7 to 8 p. M. — ^Typewriting Class ; Miss Elizabeth Boes. 

7 :30 to 9 p. M. — Dressmaking Class ; Miss Mabel Stone in charge ; 
Miss Bymes, Miss van Holland, assistants. 

8 to 9 p. M. — Stenography Class ; Mr. W. J. Terwilliger in charge ; 

Dr. Mack, assistant. 

Thursday. 
4 to 5 p. M. — Clothing Committee ; Mrs. Anderson in charge ; Miss 

Fletcher, assistant. 
8 :i5 to 9 p. M. — City History Club ; Mr. V. S. Rothschild. 

Friday. 
3 130 to 4 130 p. M. — Physical Culture ; Miss Estelle Isaacs a d 

Miss Sylvia Marks. 
7 :30 to 8 :i5 p. m. — Singing Class ; Miss Emilie Long. 
8 :i 5 to 9 p. M. — Social Hour, Stars and Stripes Club (girls) ; Miss 

Emilie Long. 
7 130 to 8 :30 p. M. — Penny Provident Fund Bank ; Miss Jeannettc 

Long. 
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7 -45 ^o 9 P- M. — Free Circulating Library; Mrs. Marion Goldman. 

Saturday. 
7 .30 to 8 p. M.— Physical Culture ; Mr. Louis C. Gillespie. 

8 to 9 p. M. — Social Hour, Young Americans' Patriotic Qub ; Mr. 

Louis Gillespie in charge ; Miss Winterton, Dr. Langworthy, 
Mr. Samuel Gillespie, assistants. 

Sunday, 
8 to 9 p. M. — Concert. 
3 :30 to 4 130 p. M. — Science ; Miss Furman. 

Special Dates, 
4 to s p. M. — Sunbeam Qub, second and fourth Thursdays ; Miss 

Rosine Haas. 
3 to S p. M. — Mothers' Meeting, last Wednesday in month ; Miss 

Sawyer, Miss Angell, Dr. Langworthy. 



ANNOUNCEilENTS. 

At a recent meeting of the Child Study Committee it was de- 
cided that present conditions make it necessary to give up the 
Round Tables for the remainder of the year. The monthly dis- 
cussions will, however, continue. 

On Thursday, March 2, Dr. James P. Haney, Supervisor of 
Drawing and Manual Training in the New York public schools, 
will speak on Seguin and his successors. All interested are cor- 
dially invited to attend the lecture, which will be held at Normal 
College, at 4 p. m., in the lecture room adjoining the library. 
Owing to the post graduate courses, this room will be used for the 
Child Study meetings hereafter. 



REPORT OF CHILD STUDY COMMITTEE. 

At the Child Study meeting, held on Jan. 5, 1899, Mrs. Kraus- 
Boelte read a paper entitled "Something About the Inner Develop- 
ment of the Child." The substance of the address was as follows : 

Educational systems, if successful, must extend to the earliest 
stage of life. The development of the infant mind is desired, for 
the child is bom for eternity, and the highest type is reached by the 
growth of every faculty. 

With this in mind, Froebel planned a system for attaining the 
full development of what is in the child. The child is left largely 
to his own resources and by means of play unfolds his character. 
He absorbs from nature those elements which will assist in de- 
velopment and gives them out again freely. While much freedom 
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is allowed, the child is really guided and trained to be true to the 
laws of its own nature and just in his relations to others. 

The fullness of life is perceived in the child. This must be 
taken hold of and his own being shaped out of himself. In the 
kindergarten each child is treated and educated as his individuality 
demands to attain the best results. Here also he is trained to 
choose correctly, for man being endowed with will has the power 
to accept or reject that which is presented to him. 

Character is reflected in the play of children. At first the mere 
instinct of life predominates. Education shows that the well-being 
of the individual is not the only end. Let the child perceive that 
love should grow strong even by sacrifices, extending from self to 
friends, then to all mankind and to God. 

Law and method result in regularity of appearance. But child 
life cannot stand too much regularity. Froebd follows the child 
in order to lead him, helping him to walk freely in the directed 
path. The work of the child's teacher consists in providing him 
with the proper material on which to exercise his faculties and 
then leaving him free to take what he will. In thus providing, 
lead the child from the simple to the complex, from the tmde- 
veloped to the more perfect stage. Surround him with external 
conditions favorable to growth, physical and mental. 

High thoughts have their roots in the material world, hence the 
child must have a knowledge of the material world. In his play he 
strengthens his faculties and enjoys using them. From action 
united with thought he passes on to pure thought ; from the out- 
ward observation of phenomena to the inward examination of their 
causes. He grows to regard himself as part of a whole. 

Play, rightly understood, is a means of developing the child. 
Self-activity is associated with gayety and joyousness. 

In the kindergarten no separate sciences are taught, but all 
knowledge is considered one. As the bee flits from flower to 
flower so the kindergarten child passes through the domain of the 
sciences, passing some, reaching others to gain food. His atten- 
tion is not held for a certain time to a certain subject, but he is left 
free, drawing on all his powers, charging none too heavily. Con- 
centrated effort is followed by recreation. Freedom, subject to 
lawfulness, should underlie education. 

The individual carries a certain impress. By education this 
may be modified or developed, but not essentially changed. 

Self-reliance, independence and freedom are the highest stamp 
of the individual. But as long as man considers himself only, or 
even his relation to the family and friends, the child of God slum- 
bers. The divine germ is present in every child, requiring only the 
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proper environment for its development. In the infant is the 
principle which, properly guided, will enable him to fulfill not his 
individual good but the highest command of his Maker. L. B. 



REPORT OF DR, CURTIS* LECTURE ON THE NATURAL 

RELIGION OP CHILDREN, BEFORE MOTHERS' 

ROUND TABLE* DECEMBER 6, 1898. 

It has been said that to primitive man there is no such thing as 
the supernatural, for the reason that to him there is no natural. 
It is his tendency to ascribe a soul to all things, both animate and 
inaminate, which accounts for his fetich-worship. This animism 
of the savage has its counterpart in the child who, on stubbing his 
toe against a stone, threatens to drown the stone, to throw it in the 
fire, etc. A boy will talk to his dog, to his blocks, to trees, etc. 
Dolls are supposed to have diseases, to die, and even to go "to the 
bad place." A little girl walking in the woods heard some crows 
cawing. She thought they said, "Look out," and she hurried 
home. A four-year-old boy went one hot day to water the g^ass. 
He said the grass must love him best of anybody because he took 
care of it. Many children thought that the trees "made shade," 
because they liked the children to sit near them. Some thought 
the trees capable of jealousy. A little boy of four years asked 
flowers why they never answered him, when would they "grow 
big and walk and talk?" The question might be raised: Does 
the child really believe that things feel as he does, or is it all play- 
acting? Or, has it been suggested by his elders ? One or all may 
be true with different children. But even as a kind of play, it 
needs to be accounted for. The child is all feeling. It is impos- 
sible to add feeling to thought without making the object of 
thought alive, as poets show us. 

With children the love of and belief in folk-lore is as strong as 
in the religion of the savage. In fact, many of the fairy-tales 
that delight children to-day have been traced back to the folk-lore 
of two thousand years ago. Cinderella is found in Sanscrit, and 
Jack and the Bean Stalk is a great deal older than the English 
language. Mother Goose is a collection of the early folk-stories 
of England, and Uncle Remus' stories, which are really the folk- 
lore of the negroes of the South, have been heard among savage 
tribes in Africa in connection with the observance of religious 
rites. As characteristic of all folk-tales, we find an imagination 
imrestrained by reason, the omnipotence of the wish, the ability of 
animals and trees to speak, and the final triumph of the hero or 
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heroine. These features are found in all stories which children 
invent. 

Superstitious beliefs, which find such congenial soil in the 
minds of children and of child-like peoples generally, are really 
fragments of earlier religions, and can be traced back to ancient 
practices of sorcery, fetichism and astrology. Some of them have 
even been gifted upon Christianity, as was the case with charms, 
amulets and the jade-stone used to ward off the evil eye. About 
the ninth or tenth century, in Scotland and Ireland, the trefoil leaf 
was worn as an emblem of the Trinity. This may have given rise 
to the good luck attributed especially to the four-leaf clover. The 
latter and the horseshoe are the most universally recognized of all 
luck-bringers. Among many child-study syllabi sent out from 
Clark University was one on "Cures for Warts.'^ The responses 
furnished many curious examples of the close resemblance be- 
tween such cures and ancient practices of sorcery, where an article 
belonging to an enemy was buried with incantations, with the be- 
lief that its decay would bring about the death of the offender. 

Astrology, too, has its survival in "lucky stars," in the planting 
of peas and beans in the new of the moon, in fortune-telling with 
daisies, etc. The "divining-rod'^ for finding water and gold is a 
modern prototype of the forked branch with red berries growing 
on a mountain top, and sacred to Diva, the Hindoo god of light. 
The history of this symbol can be traced down through the ages, 
and shows the persistence of polytheism. 

Children easily accept these beliefs. The speaker himself 
confessed to having one summer in the Catskills deluded some 
boys with the mysterious virtues of the divining-rod to such an 
extent that they set out with pick and shovel to find the veritable 
gold mine. 

The belief that the howling of a dog presages death was evolved 
in this wise : The god Thor rode upon the howling blast at night. 
When a person died, the window was opened at night that his soul 
might be carried to Walhalla. The howling of the wind came to 
be the howling of the dogs that accompanied Thor, and so the 
howling of a dog came to be inseparably connected with death. 
Many of these superstitions would die out if not perpetuated by 
children. Children have been known to pray to the moon and to 
the sun. A boy of five said : "The moon plays with the stars ; 
it loves me, and I love it." 

Bent like a laboring oar, that toils in the surf of the ocean. 

Bent, but not broken, by age was the form of the notary public; 

Ripe in wisdom was he, but patient, and simple and child-like ; 
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He was beloved by all, and most of all by the children, 
For he told them tales of the Loup-garow in the forest, 
And of the goblin that came in the night to water the horses. 
And of the white Letiche, the ghost of a child who unchristcned 
Died, and was doomed to haunt unseen the chambers of children; 
And how, on Christmas eve, the oxen talked in the stable, 
And how the fever was cured by a spider shut up in a nutshell. 
And of the marvelous powers of four-leaved clover and horse- 
shoes, 
With whatsoever else was writ in the lore of the village. 

From Evangeline. 

COLLBQE NOTES. 

At the very threshold of the New Year, the Collie has been 
saddened by one of the deepest losses it has ever sustained. The 
death of Professor Dundon touches a personal chord of grief in 
all of us who have profited by his teaching. It is not for me to try 
to write an obituary of him, but I speak as all of us feel. We can- 
not sorrow for his sake, whose sphere of usefulness has only been 
cleared and widened by the change; but we sincerely mourn for 
those who feel his loss. He was so full of vitality, so strong and 
hearty, that it seems hard to realize that his cheerful presence will 
never be felt in College again, except in memory. But he lives 
assuredly in the remembrance of his former pupils, and perhaps 
some heavenly university is now the richer for that warm, genial, 
kindly, scholarly soul. 



The Christmas Play passed off without any "hitch," save that 
of the curtain, and was pronounced a decided success. The stage 
was prettily decorated with greens, and the costumes were hand- 
some and picturesque. The play was called "The Modem Iliad," 
and was very clever both in plot and dialogue. The college jokes 
were ingeniously fitted to the Homeric story, and the narrative 
was deftly wrested to the happy ending that a college play should 
have. The principal parts were: Agamemnon, Miss Cahalan; 
Achilles, Miss Lowry; Ulysses, Miss Hoffman; Menelaus, Miss 
Bock ; Nestor, Miss Kelsey ; Ajax, Miss Watson ; Diomede, Miss 
Cummings; Patroclus, Miss Moses; Priam, Miss Bren; Hecuba, 
Miss Rostetter ; Hector, Miss Hopkins ; Paris, Miss Milins ; Helen, 
Miss Levy ; Andromache, Miss Kyle ; Cassandra, Miss Altheuner, 
and Polyxena, Miss Thompson. These parts were all well taken, 
and the players were generally voted to deserve "especial com- 
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mendation." The Beautiful Helen certainly deserved her name, 
and she and Paris made a remarkably handsome couple ; Pol3rxena 
was very good, especially in the pretty love scenes with Achilles ; 
Agamemnon and Priam were admirably done, and Miss Kyle as 
Andromache acted especially well. The whole production re- 
flects great credit upon all concerned, especially tiit stage man- 
ager, Miss Prew. There was a chorus of Critics which was 
charmingly rendered, and a very beautiful dance of Hecuba's 
slaves. All the marches and dances showed careful planning and 
drilling. The rest of the programme was very interesting, con- 
sisting of a brief address by President Hunter, and both vocal and 
instrumental music. The ceremonies closed with cheers for col- 
lege and instructors, singly and collectively. 



For the following interesting item relative to Gamma Tan 
Kappa we are indebted to Miss Harwood, one of the officers : 

One of the most delightful dances of the Christmas holidays 
was given on December 30 by the Alpha Chapter of the F. T. K. 
fraternity of Normal College. It was g^ven at 41 West One 
Hundred and Twenty-fourth Street, at the house of the Misses 
Whitfield and Bliss, and was really the debut of the fraternity into 
the social world. The chandeliers and walls were decorated with 
holly and evergreens, and "on dit*' that there was a sprig of mistle- 
toe ; but no one discovered it — perhaps the better for the peace of 
all. 

The invitations were sent out for half-past eight, and dancing 
began about nine. 

Mrs. W. B. Harwood, Mrs. William T. Jones, Mrs. John H. 
Langdon, Miss Grace Hamilton Jones, Miss Elna Harwood and 
Miss Adelaide Mott received, while among the guests and mem- 
bers of the fraternity present were Miss Inez Whitfield, Mr. and 
Mrs. John T. Singleton, Miss Maude Lyon, class '98 ; Miss Cata- 
lina C. V. Paez, '96 ; Miss Stanley, ^98 ; Miss Daisy Whittemore, 
'98 ; Miss Violet Whittemore, '98 ; Miss Maslen, Miss Georgia H. 
Savage, Miss Lionie Brown, of Waterbury, guest of Miss Single- 
ton ; Miss Atkinson, '99 ; Miss Speckel, '99 ; Miss Singleton, '99 ; 
Miss Van Orden, '99 ; Miss Langdon, '99 ; Miss Rhodes, '99 ; Miss 
Maes, '99 ; Miss Sully, '00 ; Miss E. Powning, '00 ; Miss Quinlan, 
Miss Waller, Miss Westcott, Miss Powning; Mr. Ralph Keller, 
Mr. L. J. Jackson, Mr. T. B. Mott, Mr. R. E. Sohst, Mr. Lang- 
don, Mr. F. S. Hackett, Mr. Quinlan, Dr. Lyon, Dr. Henry, Mr. 
Atkinson, Mr. Evans, Mr. Rae, Mr. Riblet, Mr. Boaz, Mr. Steele, 
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Mr. Dibblie, Mr. Frank Smith, Mr. Holton, Mr. Davis, Mr. 
Rhodes, Mr. Barkover, Mr. Pilgrim and Mr. J. K. Rod. 

The programmes were very dainty, in the form of holly-deco- 
rated fans with the letters F. T. K. and the date on one side and 
the dances on the other. Several members of the fraternity did 
the painting, which gave them an added value as keepsakes. 

Every one pronounced the dance to be a glorious success, and 
certainly no one could have helped enjoying him or herself to the 
utmost. It is rumored that this dance is to be the first of a series, 
which, if all prove— as undoubtedly they will — as delightful as 
this one, should be most welcome news. Then long life and suc- 
cess to F. T. K. 



GOLDEN-ROD BOOKS «.- 

Br jofcn H. Hiarcn, AJ«. SUPPLEMENTARY READING 
itest Books for Primary Grades j ThW*!£?^!i^*'Rc2S^ 

I. RhyoMS sad Fables, - 12 cents. III. Palry Ufe, ... 20 cents. 

II. Songs and Stories, - - 15 cenU. IV. Ballads and Tales, 25 cents. 

Atcractive illuttration*. Clear pr«ftft-work. Artistic binding. Tale« of legend and Romance 

IP YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING BETTER Tt^? "'•<^« win interest you. 

— — ^— —— ^.»^ ■ ™^— i^ .^.M^— —^1— — .^» Children % ciassicR, pith v 

proverbs, the fable* which are the common heritafce of the Aryan people have been included, with 
the cherished nursery lore of generations, cokkkspunuknck i.svitrd. 

University Publishing Co., *^' ^Aii V^iS^^^ 



IVORY MINIATURES. 



CARBONS. 



CRAYONS AND PASTELS. 



PACH BROS., 



935 Broadway, Cor. 22<I St, 
NEW YORK. 



i^Photographers 



OOI.D AND SILVKK MRUAL AWAKDEU AT THE AQUARIUM RXHIHITION, HBRI.IN, 1H97. 

0. EGOELING, Aquarist, Manufacturer of Aquariums and Terrariums. 

IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC FISH, PLANTS. ETC. 
ORNAMENTS AND NATURAL ROCKWORK (TUPPSTONE). REPTILES AND BATRACHIANS. 

72 EAST 125th STREET, Between Park and Madison Aves. 
BRANCH STORE, 121 4th AVENUE, East Side, Bet. 12th and 13th Sts 

In the Branch Store I keep Aquariums, Terrariums and their supplies eyclusively. N«) connection with any 
other flird Stor** on 4tb Avenue. Illustrated Price l/ists on Aquariums, Plants and Fish, free upon application. 

should send for a list of books devoted to 
Physiciil Education and published in 

SPALDING'S ATHLETIC LIBRARY 



Teachers 



SPALDING'S HOME LIBRARY is devoted to 
games and amusements for the home circle. 

Per (lopy, lo Cents 



a) 



AMERICAN SPORTS PUBLISHING CO. 

i6 AM) i8 Park Pi ack. Nkw York. 



THE ONLY SHEFFIELD FARMS STORES IN HARLEM.... 

M.iiii Store and Office, lp03 SEVENTH AVE.. Near laoth St. I>f^f>h,^nf Call, S7S Harlem 

Hr.tnc :h. aa6a SEVENTH AVE , Near i.^jd St. Fa rms a t Bloomvllle, Delaware Co. 

Htaiuh. 1717 AnSTERDAM AVE , Cor. 145th St. .^■^■■^^i^B^.^New York. 

H. 8. TUTHILL, Proprietor. 

MILK. CREAM, BUTTER AND EGGS, l''rcsh<iaily from th,- harms, Delicious 
Hutteniiilk, I'«it Clife«%e .-iii<l Swi-ct Ifutter in.ide fresh, d.iily, at our Labtiratory in the city. 

INVESTIGATE YOUR JIILK SUPPLY- It is ;i «luty y..n owe y(»ur f.imiiy. We court a most thorough 
invc^tiKntion. aiitl we uill prove to vou that we have the lifhcst ami purest, as well as the most sanitary 
liandled fMriii pro«lu. ts that 'an l>c obtained. THE SHEFFIELD FARMS. 

GKO. K. OF, " 

— r ine r raimes 



OK 



No. 4 (j.iNFON Place (West 8th St.) Near Broadway 

WORKS OF ART FRAMED WITH ARTISTIC JUDGMENT. 
PURCHASERS WILL KINDLY MENTION TME**NEWS" 
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SPALDE^G'S 



CALISTHENIC 
APPARATUS 

For the use of schools, is universally 
conceded to have no superior for 
excellence, finish and correctness, 
and is in exclusive use in hundreds 
of schools throughout the country. 



SPALDING'S 




GYMNASTIC 
APPARATUS 

Is in use in some of the largest and 
best equipped gymnasiums in the 
United States, including Yale Uni- 
versity, Springfield Y. M. C. A. 
Training School, University of Michi- 
tran, Dr. Anderson's Normal School, 
New Haven, Conn.; Dr. Savage's 
Physical Institute, New York ; Chi- 
cago Athletic Club. Schuylkill Navy 
Atliletic Club, and the new playground 
anil <»-vmnasium of the Outdoor Recre- 
alion League, New York City. 

SPEQAL GYMNASIUM CATALOGUE 
MAILED ON APPLICATION ^^J*^.* 

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. 

NEW YORK AND CHICAGO 

FACTORY : Chicopee Falls, Mass. 





